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Traveling War Show, With Military, 
Am and Naval Experts, for Arenas 





Arena Management Association, 
Inc., 2 cooperative setup with offices 
in New York, is organizing a travel- 
ing ‘war show.’ As proposed, it will 
be more of an informative or exposi- 
tory performance than an exhibi- 
tion. The touring troupe will consist 
of military, naval and aviation ex- 
perts, and it will be their assignment 
to clarify for arena audiences, the 
technique, manouvers and develop- 
ments of the current European war. 

A huge map of the field of hostili- 
ties would be placed or painted on 
the arena floor. The divers experts 
would stand, with mikes in hand, on 
the spots of the map to which they 
are referring in their explanatory 
chatter and, when necessary, scatter 
miniatures of planes, tanks and other 
armament in these areas to fur- 
ther illustrate their points. Flashes 
from the war front would be broad- 
cast during the oral exposition, and 
the audience would have the geo- 
graphical areas involved pointed out 
to it, and the significance of the move | 
or event explained in detail. 

If arrangements can be made with 
the various defense services or with 
manufacturers direct, the traveling 
war show will include a sample each 
of the latest pursuit plane, bomber, 
tank and anti-aircraft gun. E. F. Le- 
land, exec for the Arena Manage- 

(Continued on page 40) 





Irving Berlin Honored 
By Bucknell For His 
U.S. Service and Music 


Honored as an ‘immigrant lad who 
brought music in your soul to this 
beloved Republic,’ Irving Berlin 
was made a Doctor of Music by 
Bucknell University. In the presen- 








tation and citation of America’s No. 
1 songsmith, Dr. Stoltz, the Dean of 
the School of Music, addressed A. C. | 
Marts, president of the university, as | 
follows: 

‘Mc. President: I have the honor 
to present as a candidate for the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Music 

(Continued on page 2) 


Gambling Lid On Again 
At Saratoga For 3d Yr. 


’ Por the third straight season the 
gambling lid will be on at Saratoga | 








for the August racing meet, except | 


at the track which is being outfitted 
with mutuel betting machines. Again 
politics is stated to be back of the 
ban. Last season, game rooms in the 
casinos, connected with the night 
spots, spasmodically operated but 
John Law slapped on injunctions and 
the wheels promptly ceased. 
Citizens of the Spa who have gen- 


ay been opposed to shutting up 
12 


resort’s casinos, because less 
money is circulated, face an addi- 
tional financial worry because 


bookies are no longer renting houses. 











Reaction to Newsreels, 
Pro-Nazi Mex Tipoff 


Mexico City, June 18. 

A new slant in what local audi- 
ences like best in newsreels is mani- 
fested by the pronounced pro-Nazi 
demonstrations when sequences 
show Hitler’s boys doing anything. 

Whistling (hissing in Mexico) pre- 
dominates whenever there are scenes 
of the Allies. This is an evolution 
of the Communazi Axis. 


AP GONE H'WOOD 
ON PRESS 
QUOTES? 








Hollywood, June 18. 

Latest institution to go Hollywood 
is the Associated Press, once the 
acme of dignity. From now on, the 
studios. have been warned, any 
quotes hoisted from the A. P. film 
reviews and used to plug a picture, 
must get top billing, or else. Until 
the A. P. ultimatum, Jimmie Fidler 
had been the only reviewer to in- 
sist on star rating in the excerpt 
department. 

The recent diplomatic crisis came 
about when Louella Parsons was 
starred in the United Artists’ ads 
on ‘Our Town’ and the A. P. was 
down at the bottom of the ‘adequate’ 
section. 


‘HOMES DREAD PALL OF 
EUROPEAN RADIO NEWS 


An oddity of human nervous re- 
volt against continuous, unremitting, 
stupefying bad news was the re- 
fusal of many weekend hostesses 
around New York to allow the radio 
to be turned on. The same story 
is told by many who were guests in 
Connecticut, Long Island and New 
| Jersey retreats. The radio news bul- 
letins reporting what was happening 
to La Belle France cast a’ pall every- 
where. Hostesses tried to fight this. 

In answer to the obvious state of 
American jitters, station WNEW, 
New York, yesterday (Tues.) in- 
serted a full-page advertisement in 
the N. Y. Times crying ‘Escape With 
WNEW’ and adding: 

‘When you tune to WNEW you 
hear ...'News ... affecting our na- 
tion or any other nation... the in- 
stant it is known ... But told simply 
—plainly—nothing withheld 
nothing added ... you will not hear 
News endlessly repeated.’ 








GOST OF RADIO 
TALENT NIGHTLY 


Estimates Based on March 
(Season’s High) Reveal! 
Sunday, Wednesday and 
Tuesday Nights Leading | 
Broadcast Expenditures 
for Network Commercials 








| 





BREAKDOWNS | 
| 

At the height of the 1939-40'radio | 
broadcast season advertising spon- | 
sors of evening network | 
spent, jointly, around $490,000 
week for talent. This does not in- | 
clude a number of the programs used | 
on limited Mutual hookups which | 
could easily account for another | 
$10,000. 

Sunday night continued te prove | 
the biggest spending night of the’ 
week, with Wednesday taking second | 
place. In years past this deuce | 
spot was held by Thursday night. | 
Real marked rise in talent costs for 

(Continued on page 207 








Wm. Morris Memorial 


Park Gets Under Way | 
On June 26 at Saranac 


Saranac Lake, N N. Y., June 18. 
As a memorial to William Morris, | 
whose philanthropies did much to 
make Saranac Lake a health: resort 
for performers, this village has des- | 


ignated June 26 for civic, fraternal 
and other organizations to attend 
ceremonies starting work on the new 
William Morris Memorial Park. 

The park is to be built on the site 
of the Saranac Lake Day Nursery, 
which Morris founded more than 25 
years ago. Proclamation by Mayor | 
Thomas Ward has set aside the 26th 
as a civic holiday. All places of 
business will be closed. | 





Charge Admission To | 
Red Cross Broadcasts 


Hollywood, June 18. | 

All stations in the southern Cali- 
fornia area will carry the two-hour 
Red Cross program June 22. Admis- 
sion will be charged to the broadcast 
and dialers will be asked to make; 
contributions. Show originates at 
Warners sound studio adjacent to 
KFWB, where seating for 6,000 is 
being arranged. 

Harry Maizlish, KFWB manager. 
is serving as general chairman, and 
Charles Vanda of CBS will head the 
staff of producers. Top names from | 





.|films and radio will appear 


on the 
program. Goal is for $25,000, with 
(Continued on page 24) | 


| sources, 
| teachers group, was largely respon- 


| eran 
| lecturer 
film 
| ments,’ 


| Adams, 
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F orerunner of Flight of British Film 
Prod. to Canada Seen in Dominion 





Shooting Galleries’ B. 0. 
Booms With War Fever 


Among the booming concessions 
at summer parks, carnivals, resorts 
and the like, from Coney Island to 
Santa Monica, are the shooting gal- 
leries. Target pratice and marks- 
manship with the clay pigeons and 
prop ducks, indulged in by the 
younger bunch, is being done with 
more than the usual casualness. 

The pitchmen are putting it under 
the head of preparedness, the war 
fever, etc. 


‘PARENTS WIN; 
“GANG BUSTERS 
OFF AIR 





Chicago, June 18. 
Mounting criticism from various 
particularly parents and 


sible for the decision of Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet to drop ‘Gang Bust- 
jers.” The program got its final air- | 
ing last Saturday night (15). 


C-P-P had bankrolled the cops and | 


|robbers show for four and a halt | 
| years, with products switched from | 
time to time. 
a roy y's on this one. 


| SHAKESPEAREAN LEAD 
NOW SELLS PAPERS 


Minneapolis, June 18. 

A Falstaffian guffaw, a_ goblet 
whose vintaged contents loosened his 
tongue on a Shakespearean penta- 
meter—these, and more, are today 
but memories to Louis Lytton, vet- 
actor-disciple of the Bard, 
on the drama, quondam 
player and, ‘between engage- 
a local newspaper vendor. 

Clippings that tell of the days 
when he played opposite Maude 
Julia Marlowe, the Drews 
and the Barrymores, among others, 
substantiate his claim to a career of 
50 years on the stage. His last act- 
ing job ‘of note’ was as Falstaff in| 
‘Merry Wives of Windsor,’ starring | 
Estelle Winward, at the Empire 
theatre, New York. It lasted but} 
four performances. 

From a Minneapolis street-corner, 

(Continued on page 45) 
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Starting From Scratch 
There were 750,384,450 phonograph 
needles sold last year 
According to Columbia Record re- 
search, 


Phillips Lord collected | 


| 


| for his present salary. He also wants 


—_———— 





Montreal, June 18. 

What may be the first. flight ‘of 
motion picture production frdm 
Great Britain to Canada from the 
menace of the war is perhaps fore- 
shadowed by the arrival in the Do- 
minion currently, with-more que to 
come, of a number of British artists, 
scenario writers, directors and pro- 
ducers, most of wham are ae 
ly here to stay. 

Arrival of Gracie Fields, while aon 
leading the parade, last week: put the 
spotlight on the movement! .. Accom- 
panied by her husband, Monty 
Banks, she is here primarily to en- 
tertain the soldiers’ with’ cancerts 
from coast to coast. Banks is, how- 
ever, talking picture production in 
this country. 

R. C. Sherriff, author of ‘Journey's 
End,’ arrived in Montreal Yast week 
and will be joined ‘later by Alexan- 
der Korda. He is engaged by the 
British Government to. write the 
scenario fora picture to be produced 
in this country by Korda. 

Emerich Pressburger, - scenario 
writer and director for Ortus Films, 
is here in advance of John Sutro, 
chairman of the Gcompany, who will 
join him later, They will make films 
here according to present intentions. 

Michael _Powell has arrived in 
(Continued on page 47) 


Bob Hope, on Upbeat, 
| Demands 1007 Boost 
From Radio and Pix 


Chicago, June 18 

Bob Hope is reported to be wrangl- 
| ing with his sponsor, Pepsodent, and 
| its agency, Lord & Thomas, for a 
100%, inerease in his salary, éven 
| though his-present contract has four 
es ars to go. Hope wants $8,000 a 

week for himself and has even 
ienate ned to quit radio for a year 
or more rather than go on working 











his wife, Dolores Reed, included in 
(Continued on page 39) 


Marquis of Queensberry 
Up for Radio Show 


The Marquis of Queensberry, son 
of the British founder of present-day 








boxing rules, is planning a visit to 
the United States shortly to present 
a radio boxing program, Charles 
i Allen, New York agent, who would 
| handle the peer, is presently dicker- 
ing with. several prospective spon- 
sors. 

Accompanying the marquis will be 
John Harding, who runs the exclu- 
sive National Sporting Club in Lon- 
don, oldest boxing outfit in England. 
He would also be part of the pro- 
gram. 

Show contemplated would include 
re-enactments of former outstanding 
i prizefights, 
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Tourists Spread Out, Not Limiting 


Selves Just to Flushing Meadows 





Upbeat in railroad bookings, and 
reports of increasing hotel reserva- 


tions in New York, especially from | 


smaller towns in the west, com- 
mencing with July 1, augur opti- 
mistically for the N.Y. World’s Fair. 
With schools letting out then, in- 
guiries for accommodations also in- 
clude a desire for ‘what else one 
might do and see around N.Y., be- 
sides the Fair.’ 
Jast year, when the Fair 
seemed to lure them. 


Combination travel bookings, em- 


alone 


bracing fares, hotel, the Fair, other | 


emusements; highlights around N_Y., 


eic., are the cause for this new atti- 


tude. The all-inclusive combo rate, 
plus judicious Fair plugging all win- 


ter and spring, has mitigated the be- | 


Jief, long lingering, that it was a pro- 
hibitively expensive proposition. 


From still another perspective, the } 
Fair isn’t hurting midtown niteries | 


#s much as last year at this time. 
For one thing, the natives aren’t so 
hot about the Fair, as witness its 
sporadic business. The weekends 


This is a reversal of | 





Irving Berlin 


Continued from page 1 











a man who came to America at the 
age of five, without funds and with- 
out influential friends, and who has 


tional honor and service by his 
sheer talent and intelligence and 
character and grit. This lad had 
; music in his soul, and a love for the 
‘common people. Through years of 
‘poverty and hardship, he struggled 
upward and onward, grateful for the 
opportunities which this great Re- 
and eager to 


' public offered him, 
make his contribution to 
‘in exchange for the opportunity it 
‘gave him. 
©*Out of his soul came sweet mu- 
‘sic, not the music of the min@ only, 
but folk musie for the masses of the 
‘people. Scores of millions of Amer- 
‘icans sing the songs of this gentle- 
i'man whom I now present, honor his 
‘name, whistle his tunes, and their 
‘lives are brightened and quickened 
| by his genius. 
| ‘I present for the honorary degree 


‘ 


created a place for himself of na- 


America | 


gel how Sa aa the main, | 4 Doctor of Music Mr, Irving Ber- | 


in. 
raturlyrawe "re and re canals president AC. Marte, 
the less, the class foreign pavilion |'" making the citation award, 


greeted Berlin as follows: 
oso abc egy ings ‘Immigrant lad—you brought mvu- | 


: ‘sie in your soul to this beloved Re- , 
choice tables at the French and Bel- | public, music which might have | 


gian pavilions at any time, and the | been imprisoned forever had not 
SPE TS Wn Bs THUD He one baat | America welcomed you and given, 
The natives who formeriy went for; you the chance for which you. 
this sort of service are now remain- yearned, and which you deserved. 
ing in town, And were it not for the, ‘Because you are you, and Amer- 
war’s gloomy effects, it would be @ ica is America, your sweet folksongs 
mild bonanza for midtown night life, | of Jove and remembrance and gay | 
what with the concentration of pop- humor and patriotism now sing in 
ulation forced back from European ' the hearts of millions of the common | 
capitals. | people. 


29 British Cantonment | 





‘God bless America 
Land that I love.’ 


‘js a house or not. 


‘And God bless all little children | 


Hollywood, June 18. 

To help cheer up the English 
people, Paramount last week 
Clippered six recordings of 
Jack Benny broadcasts to Lon- 
| don. Request was made by 
| British Broadcasting Co. and 

Benny, his radio agency and 
| sponsors readily assented. 
| If the Benny brand of com- 
| edy hits the Britons in their 
| funnybones other platters will 

follow. 


| Benny’s Cheerio 
| 








SET BANDS FOR 


~ PHONOVISION’ 


Abe Lyman, Clyde McCoy and 
Ozzie Nelson are set so far, and Ben 
Bernie probably will be this week, 
as the first of the name bands to 
make Phonovision shorts for the 
new Frank Orsatti-Sam Sax nickel- 
|in-the-slot setup. The old Edison 
‘studios in the Bronx, N.Y., will be 
|used for production. 

Orsatti and Sax also are closing a 
_blanket deal with Consolidated Ra- 
‘dio Artists for all their bands to be 
utilized periodically. 


94444444 : 
Air Lines i 
4444444444444 04 


Many a N. Y. nabe manager is visit- 
ing LaGuardia Airport these days, 
only to leave with a helpless look in 
hiseye. The big field is a giant attrac- 








‘tion that pulls big b.o. and the city 


management is luckier than it knows, 
says the nabe men who have to give 
away dishes and cash via bingo. At! 
the airport there is a continuous 
show that has to run whether there 
When the house is 
terrif, it's all to the velvet. Ten 
cents admish to the Observation 
Deck, and 25c¢c for parking promises 


this day all over this sad world—| 4 gross of well over $100,000 for the 


Theatres Play 800-1,000 | America—who are —s, up 
Shows W’kly for Army! sisrs ot expression, of freedom and 
| of beauty of the soul.’ 


! 





London, June 18. 


sc hile British forces suntered vast Child of All Nations, 
Mother to All! 


has been no letdown in the pro- 
gram of entertainment of troops 
training or in reserve at the canton- | 
ments within England. English mili- By IRVING CAESAR 
tary leaders are of the opinion that Child of All Nations 
preserving the morale of the soldiers And Mother to All, 
by means of stage shows is as| Calling to rest 
The sad and oppressed, 

And faithful whatever befall! 

Child of All Nations, 


necessary as food. 
In Peace may Thy flag be un- 








There are 29 fully equipped stages 
spotted at the various encampments, 
the houses being referred to as ‘gar- | 


vison theatres.’ They were erected furled, 
since September and between 800 And forever may your White 
znd 1,000 performances have been | House 


given weekly. Entertainment divi- | Be a light house for the World! 


sion is headquartered at the Drury 
Lane, London, where a workshop is 
(Continued on page 18) 


Spitalny-Par Tiff Puts 
Fem. Orch Into Strand 


Because of a minor tiff with the House, 
Faramount theatre booking depart- Be a light house for the World! 
ment, Phil Spitalny is going into the — 
Broadway Strand at somewhat lesser | Written 21 Years Ago 
coin Aug. 9 than what Par used to’ Editor, Variety: 
pay him. He’s set for three weeks ‘Child of All Nations, Mother to 
and probably a fourth, with ‘The All” was actually written by me 
Sea Hawk’ as the likely film. 21 years ago, at the end of World 
Spitalny has played the N. Y., War I. How true it applies now as 
Par five years in succession, and only : then—and as always, I hope! 
because he felt Par’s booker, Harry It's been set to music since and 
Kalcheim, hadn‘t fulfilled a previous am publishing it in a week or two, 
understanding anent other dates, proceeds to go for the various War | 
did the maestro of the all-girl or- Relief Funds. 
chestra sign with Harry Mayer for | 
the Strand. 
Spitalny, incidentally, is being: ~~ . ° 
Gdickered for a film by several out- Canada’s Western Fair 
ahigg of them 20th-Fox via we | Off Due to War Measure 
London, Ont., June 18. 


ss ; For the first time since its in- 
Connie Bennett Given _auguration in 1867, the Western Fair, | 


35G Nod Over Gaumont «!4 here annually in September, 
Los Angeles, June 18. will not be held this year. The can- 


Constance Bennett won a $35.000 Cellation was made so that all facili- 
decision against Gaumont British ties of Queen's Park, the fair’s locale, | 


| Bowed to no nation 
Yet Brother ito all! 
Pledging your might 
Forever for right, 
Protecting the great and the 
small. 
Child of All Nations, 
In peace may Thy banner be 
furled, 
And forever may your White 





| 
| 
| 
| 








Irving Caesar. 








, tion on his dictator picture as result 
|of Italy’s entry into the European 


| United States any diplomatic embar- 


such as you were when you came to|frct year of operations. The airport 


|has become a bigger draw than Jonés 
| Beach, Randall's Island shows and is 
| pro-rated as a foto-finish with the 
| World’s Fair. 
| First Trip 

Una Merkel in from the Coast, 
making her first trip in the clouds. 
| With one of her fioppy-hand gestures 
| that so eloquently prate of woman’s 
| weakness, she had the stewardess 
and ground crew running around in 
| circles trying to be helpful. Seems 
| she'd lost a hat. It was not just any 


Lefty, Just Over an Operation, 
Advocates an M.D. for Sick Pix 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., June 18, 





Dear Joe: 

I guess you heard from Aggie that I've been in the hospital for the past 
few weeks getting my appendix cancelled. This is the first day my type- 
writing finger has been strong enough jo write to you. Well, it all came 
kinda sudden on me, as sudden and as surprising as a ‘yes’ from an agent, 

I got a few pains in my side (which ain't nothing new for an exhibitor 
these days) and went to a sawbones who said I had to be operated on at 
once. I guess he go me just in time because in a coupla days I may have 
been all right. I asked him if the operation would be dangerous and he 
said, ‘You can’t buy a dangerous operation for 50 bucks.’ He said for me 
not to worry, it was just a small operation, sort of an operetta. 

Aggie wanted me to have ene swell day before I went to the hospital, 
but I figured what's the use, ‘cause if I did kick off I wouldn't remember 
it anyway. So the first thing I knew I was in the hospital laying on a 
table with a gang of white coats around me that looked like they stepped 
out of one of them Warner Bros. Surgical Epics. They took my blood 
pressure, lung test, blood count and everything and said I was in excellent 
shape. I was just saying then-why-the-hell-am-I-here-for when they gave 
me ether and that’s all I remembered until I found myself back in bed. 

If I hadda known that they charge extra for ether I coulda saved dough 
by using a B picture instead of the ether. They not only removed my 
appendix but my whole table of contents. I told the Doc he shoulda placed 
a capsule containing old vaudeville contracts, programs and a center door 
fancy in the cavity before he sewed me up, so years from now when I'm 
opened again folks will have a record of what vaudeville was like. like 
they do in the cornersiones of buildings. Well, doctors have very little 
sense of humor, he thought I was just having ‘gag-pains.’ 

Anyway, I am feelifig pretty good although I look like an ad for a break- 
down-cure. I’m what they call a convalescent, Aggie sez, ‘A convalescent 
is a patient that is still alive.’ 

You know when you're sick you find out who your friends are. The 
folks here in town sure turned out for me and were swell. It looked to 
me like they were glad I was in the hospital; they never paid so much 
attention to me when I was out. They sent me enough flowers to fill the 
Bronx Park Botanical Gardens, and talking about flowers they look swell 
when they're fresh but after a coupla days when they begin to fade they 
look worse than a comedian whose favorite gag lays an egg. 

I had a radio in the room and during the day they have programs on 
that will give you a relapse. All the characters are either dying. sick, 
blind, in jail, crippled or crying. Between that and the war news vou feel 
like putting the sheet over your face. 

Why Babies Cry More These Days 

My room was on the same floor as the nursery, and it seemed to me 
that the babies cry more these days when they are born than they used 
to. I guess they realize what kind of a crazy world they got a pass for 
and don’t like the show. 

You get to thinking about a lot of things when laying in the hospital, 
especially when they stick a needle of ‘happy liquid’ in your arm. I thought 
it would be a good idea to have a hospital for sick pictures and exhibitors. 
The producers, when they have a sick picture, could send it to a picture- 
hospital and have the picture doctors operate on it, cut out a lot of the 
bad stuff and shoot some dope into the film. I realize that if they cut out 
the bad parts of most pictures we would be running only one-reelers. To 
the exhibitors the do iors could give a transfusion of black ink and give 
the customers some }j.ills that would keep them awake and make them 
applaud. I know th’s may sound screwy to you, but when you got dope 
in you you are a little screwy. Why they told me that I even velled one 
time that vaudeville was back, which gives you an idea how that stuff 
works. 

Well, anyway, I'm getting along fine and have a good doctor. 
‘It’s a poor doctor that can’t cure a ham.’ I know one thing it's gonna be 
hard not to talk about my operation. I feel about the whole thing the same 


Aggie sez, 





‘old hat. It was her prime favorite. 
(Continued on page 44) 


GRACIE FIELDS’ WAR 
_ BIT, CANADIAN TOUR 


Regina, Sask., June 18. 
Gracie Fields, British stage and 
i screen star, is in Canada now for a 











coast-to-coast tour on behalf of the 


: Navy League of Canada. 

| She will give a series of concerts 
in the principal cities across the Do- 
minion, 


} —_— —_— 


Her Pianist in Service 


as Bugs Baer did when he got operated on. He said, ‘It taught me a@ Jes- 
| Son never to go to sleep on a table again.’ 

| Best to the gang and tell ‘em I'd rather be back taking cuts from Keith, 
Gus Sun, Orpheum, Pantages, Ackerman & Harris and the rest of the cold 
| gang of cutters than to have taken the cut I took a few weeks ago. This 
| one left a scar, the others just memories. SEZ 
Your pal 

| Lefiy. 

| P.S—J. C. Nugent sez, ‘The best disinfecting fluid is the milk of human 
| kindness.’ 





[TONY MARTIN TO 
BATON ZURKE BAND 


| ONLY. to L.A. 


Charioteers. 
Norman Corwin. 
Jean Hersholt, | 





Bob Kane. 

— —— After the completion of the radio 
ope Landin : —— : 

Giiens Math | run of his Ethyl Gas show, Tony 





St. John, N. B., June 18. 


Here's one singer who gives full | 


credit to her pianist. 
‘If he’s not with me, I'm going to | 
be a mess!’, chirped Gracie Felds, | 
(Continued on page 12) 


Duce Marches, So Does 
Chaplin ‘Dictator’ Crew 


Hollywood, June 18. 
Charles Chaplin resumed produc- 








war. Until Mussolini shifted to the 
Hitler side of the fence, Chaplin held 
back the film rather than cause the 


rassment, 

Picture, dealing with Hitler and 
Mussolini, will probably resume its 
original title, ‘The Dictators.’ It is' 
slated for United Artists release in | 
about two months. 








Film Corp. in the district court of 
eppeals. Action dates back to 1936, 
when the English company contract- 
ed the actress for two pictures at 
$35,006 each, only one of which was 
produced. 

Miss Bennett originally won a jury 
verdict, which was set aside in su- 
perior court. The higher’ court 
agreed with the jury. 


I 


authorities. Since shortly after the 


‘outbreak of war the large grounds | 


| have been used by troops in training. 


ings as quarters at a nominal figure 
sufficient to cover the fixed ex- 
penses of the Fair board. 


be placed at the disposal of military | 


| The Department of Natidnal De- | 
fense is renting the various buiid- | 


Release in Japan Dubious 
Tokyo, May 22. 
Little hope is being entertained | 
for the release here of Charles 
Chaplin's ‘Dictators.’ 
The high rental and because it is a 
‘satire about dictators Hitler 
Mussolini are responsible for 





and 
the | 


i possible government nix. | 


Martin will assume leadership of the 
‘Bob Zurke orchestra for a string of 
|one-nighters through July.  Ethy! 
| broadcasts end June 24. Zurke. who 
rhas been ailing with an arthritis 
| condition in his right leg. will re- 
|main with the band in his usual 
| piano spot. Coupling is to be billed 
as ‘Tony Martin and Bob Zurke and 
Orchestra.’ 

First date is July 4 at Hershey 
Park, Hershey, Pa.: 6, Dorney Park, 
Allentown, Pa.; 12, Old Orchard, 
Me.; 19, George F. Pavilion, Johnson 
City, Pa. Martin's billing will also 
demand ‘under management of Nat 
C. Goldstone’ as distinct from Wm. 
Morris agency, which direcis the 
tour. Latter agency handles Martin 
for radio only. Martin is # preity 
fair sax tooter. 


Gene Towne. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


John Murray Anderson, 
Y. Frank Freeman, 
Donald Friede. 

Nat Goldstone. 
George Hayes. 
Sonja Henie. 

Henry King. 

Jules Levey. 

Boris Morros, 

Jean Muir. 

Maureen O'Sullivan. 
Harold Shumate. 
Red Skelton. 

Donald Thornburgh. 
Paul Whiteman. 





SAILINGS 


June 15 «New York to Bermuda) 





NO REST FOR COMICS 





Carl Fisher, Mary Mason, Walter 
Wagner (Roosevelt). > 
June 14 (New York to Buenos Burns & Allen Start Pronto for New 


Aires), Irene Jessner (Uruguay), 
June 13 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 

Adolph Ramish, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis 

Rosen, Herman Rosen ‘Matsonia). 


Sponsors 





Burns and Allen will have bet @ 
brief vacation before they go 10 
work for Spam (‘Hormel Packing. 
Latter has decided to debut the ieam 
in the Monday period (7:30-8 p.m.) 
on the NBC-Red either July 1 ¢r &. 

Program’s personnel is #/] s€i bul 
| for the male vocalist 








ARRIVALS 


Reg Connelly, Guglielmo Valdie-| 
vese. 


























Wednesday, June 19, 1940 


VARIETY 


MISCELLANY # 











fi Cincinnati, June 18. 


There was heartbreak drama ovef WCKY when the L. B. Wilson sta- 


tion broadcast a tribute to the 
the program was: ‘France, the m 
again.’ 


roiec people of France. The theme of 


er of liberty and the arts, will rise 


Jean Ten Have, FreneW @onsul in Cincinnati, whose son, a French 
soldier, has not been heard from since the battle of Flanders, delivered 
a throat-catching appeal for the refugees. He was joined in a further 
appeal by Mme. Claude Barrelet De Ricou, daughter of Cincinnati 
banker, E. W. Edwards. She is recently back from Paris. 

A studio audience heard telegrams read from the French and British 


ambassadors and others. 


When the strains of ‘The Marseillaise’ were 


heard many in the audience frankly wept. 
The Red Cross noted a quickening of donations immediately after 


the program. 











Detroit's 











Int] Population Keynotes 


How War Funds Cut Into Amusements 








Detroit, June 18. 

War relief hag started to nip into 
theatre business in more ways than 
one. Here, as everywhere, there are 
large clusterings of nationality 
groups not only sectionalized in the 
cities but covering communities 
throughout the state. 

In areas where there are those 
racially linked to troubled sections 
of Europe, the war has made itself 
felt early. During the Polish in- 
vasion there was a marked falling 

ff in business in Hamtramck, large 

olish suburb of Detroit, as families 
stayed home to listen to the latest 
gadio reports and husbanded their 
money to send to the relief of rela- 
tives in the homeland. In some 
gections picture business fell off 50%. 
The tendency to use money for char- 
ity purposes gashed into the beer- 
gu too, usually well patron- 

ed, with a 25% drop off during the 
worst days of the campaign. 

While Hamtramck and its intense 
Polish population is a marked case, 

(Continued on page 44). 


Harry and Billy 
Revel’s Passport 
Jam with the U.S. 


Caught in the web of Govern- 
mental investigation of aliens in thiS 
country, highly intensified since the 
war, Harry Revel and his brother, 
William, must face indictments 
charging falsification in the obtain- 
ing of passports to enter the United 
States. If convicted, the Revels 
would face a maximum penalty of 
2,000 each and five-year jail sen- 
tences, 

Following the handing up of sealed 
indictments yesterday (Tues.) in 
New York by Federal Judge William 
Bondy, bench warrants were issued 

(Continued on page 47) 


No Story So No Pic 


For Henie Til Summer 














Hollywood, June 18. 

Lack of a suitable story caused 
20th-Fox to delay production of the 
next Sonja Henie picture until late 
summer. Two prospects, ‘Passport to 
Love’ and ‘Sun Valley,’ have been 
en but not approved thus 
ar. 

Meanwhile Miss Henie is in the 
fast arranging a skating tour. 


M-G Pacts for Four 


Hollywood, June 18. 
_Metro handed a new producer 
ticket to Gottfried Reinhardt, one of 
four deals made at the Culver City 
Studio in one day. 
Maureen O’Sullivan and Ed Kilroy 








Sonya Levien drew a new one-year 
writing contract, 


¥ 


| 





| 


Oui! Qui! 


Hollywood, June 18. 
Shuffling up to Vic Orsatti on 
a nitery dance floor, Jack LaRue 
whispered: 
‘Don’t you worry, Vic.: from 
now on we're both French.’ 


Schenck-Moskowitz May 
Settle Tax Case Before 
Trial—U.S. Ct. Report; 


After being - fingerprinted and 
‘mugged’ in regular court routine, 
Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of the 
board of 20th Century-Fox, and 
Joseph H. Moskowitz, his personal 
representative in N. Y.. were granted 
permission by Judge William Bondy 
in the N. Y. federal court to return to 
California. Both had pleaded ‘not 
guilty’ Wednesday (12), to U. S. 
charges of income tax evasion. fraud, 
perjury and conspiracy to defraud 
the Government. 

Judge Bondy in ordering the fin- 
gerprinting remarked that everyone 
was to be treated alike in his court, 
and despite the high offices held by 
the accused men they would be 
forced to follow routine. Max D. 
Steuer, appeared for Schenck, re- 
quested 20 days to change the execu- 
tive’s plea. The Government, repre- 
sented by Mathias F. Correa, chief 
assistant to the U. S. attorney, was 
willing to grant 30 days. which was 
the final time set, but Judge Bondy 
indicated that if 50-60 days were re- 
quired he would not hesitate to grant 


s 

















the time. A date of July 29 was set 
for fixing a day of trial. A subse- 
quent report in usually informed 


federal court quarters had it that 
(Continued on page 47) 


SCHNOZ MORTIFIED 





By Third-Party Order on Due Bill | 


For Band's Clothes 
Jimmy Durante, Broadway’s sar- 
torial epic, was exceedingly morti- 


fied last week when a New York 
sheriff put the pinch on him be- 
cause of a clothing bill somebody 


else owed. The Schnozzole was not 
only unduly flabbergasted by the ar- 
rest last Tuesday (11), but made al- 
most unbearably indignant by a $25 
fine for contempt. 


The contempt is now what Du- 
rante has plenty of. By the time 
Schnoz got through with Deputy 
Sheriff Goldstein, he was almost at 
the point of eating the foliage in 
‘Keep Off the Grass.’ in which he is 
co-starring at the Broadhurst, N. Y. 

It was all the result of a third 
party order served on Durante last 
winter when he played the Brandt 
vaudfilmers in N. Y. The band with 
him was Jay Mills’, who owed the 
Kemp-Novack clothing store a bill 
for their stage elegance. Durante, 
indicating he’s no third party to any- 
thing, ignored the order, so I. Robert 
Broder, acting as attorney for the 
clothiers, made a motion to cite 


were re-signed to player pacts, and| Durante for contempt. 


The final motion was Durante’s 
move towards his wallet. 


DON'T WANT "EN 
IN THE THEATRES 


Other Sectors Crave More 
Newsreel War Stuff— 
Proved Good Boxoffice 
Lure 





—_——-—— 


POISON ON COAST 





Los Angeles, June 18. 

Theatre managers throughout this 
sector are being deluged with com- 
plaints from patrons about horror 
scenes in newsreels. By mail, phone 
and in person people are expressing 
themselves as opposed to the grim 
reminder of what they try to get 
away from when they go to a the- 
atre. 

Home offices, exchanges and stu- 
[dios also are getting squawks from 
operators, through field men and 
sales crews, pleading for relief from 
war clips in the reels shipped out. 
In some cases it is said the anticipa- 
tion of patrons in seeing more war 
stuff on the screen has hurt business, 
and many inquire of the cashier be- 
fore buying tickets if the newsreel 
is full of war miseries and if so ask 
time schedules so they can avoid 
seeing the marching hordes, wrecked 
cities and pitiful queues of refugees. 

Public resentment against any pit- 
tures touching on the war scene also 
has been focused on several recent 
releases. Singled out are ‘Waterloo 
Bridge,’ ‘Four Sons,’ ‘Confessions of 
a Nazi Spy’ and reissue of ‘The Road 
Back.’ 

Several exchanges have been 
asked by theatre managers to delete 
the war clips from newsreels before 
shipment. Many are known to have 
performed the film operation them- 
selves in sectors where the resent- 
ment is abnormal. 





Mpls. Viewpoint 
Minneapolis, June 18. 
amusement-seeking public 
(Continued on page 47) 


SCHAEFER’S CHECKUP, 
BUT NOTHING SERIOUS 


George J. Schaefer’ spent 
weekend in Medical Center hospital, 
N. Y., ‘getting a couple days check- 
up,’ as he described it, adding it was 
‘nothing serious.’ 
his office at RKO Monday morning 
(17) to keep appointments. 

For some time Schaefer has been 


The 








to the Coast lining up studio and 
producing plans for the 1940-41 sea- 
son. Aditionally, there has been the 
strain of defense plans in connec- 
tion with the U. S. anti-trust suit 
and the Neely bill, plus the com- 
pany’s recent sales convention. 


Joe Bryan, Ill, of SEP, - 
May Go With Goldwyn 


Sam Goldwyn, who long had Mer- 
ritt Hulburd, late Satevepost asso- 
ciate editor, as one of his executive 
aides, may enlist J. Bryan III in a 
similar post. Latter quits the SEP 
this week to devote himself exclu- 
sively to writing and also to com- 
plete a play on the circus. 











Knopf Leaves Goldwyn 
Hollywood. June 18. 
Edwin Knopf, production execu- 
tive for Samuel Goldwyn since last 
July, checked .off the lot after a 
friendly settlement of his contract. 
Goldwyn has no production plans 
for the summer. 





METRO’S ‘BITTER SWEET’ 
Hollywood, June 18. 





'! Donald, Nelson Eddy and director 
|W. S. Van Dyke for their fourth 
|musical together, Noel Coward's 
‘Bitter Sweet.’ 

Victor Saville is producer, 


constantly on the go, making trips! 


Metro is bracketing Jeanette Mac- | 








Degrees in Bliss 





Radio performer was arguing 
with an agency executive about 
getting a substantial raise in his 
salary for next season. His pres- 
ent salary is $2,000 a week. 
When asked how much more he 
wanted the performer said it 
would have to be $1,000. 

The agency man said that the 
best that he could get for him 
would be $500. The performer 
retorted that he wouldn’t be 
happy if he got only $2,500. 

‘Well, the agency exec re- 
joined, ‘If you’re going to be un- 
happy, I’d rather have you in 
that state at $2,000 than at 
$2,500.’ 

P. S.: He didn't get the raise. 


Zig Eiman May Lead 
Goodman Band Pro 
Tem or Permanently 


Hollywood, June 18. 
On concluding his current stand 
_at Catalina Island, Benny Goodman 
| heads for Boston to undergo special 
treatment for sciatica. He’s ex- 
pected to take a four-month layoff, 
turning over his band to Ziggy El- 
| man, first trumpeter and vet with the 
| band, so that his crew won't suffer 
| financially while he’s taking a cure. 
| Some talk he may retire perma- 











|nently, having around $500,000 in| 


| Cash salted away. 
| 
| 


j 


WOOD ENDS DIRECTOR 
DEAL WITH GOLDWY 


Hollywood, June 18. 














| 





| 


i 
| 


| 


WAR FILM ESCAPOLOGISTS 


Heartbreak Salute to France Fidler Defends His Americanism 


After Bunders Put Him in Middle 


Oo 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Jimmie Fidler, newspaper column- 
ist, air commentator and ex-marine, 
stepped out into the middle of the 
ring and swung lefts and rights at 
leftists and rightists to demonstrate 
his pro-Americanism, which had 
been called into question as result of 
the garbling of his recent criticisms 
of certain Hollywood pictures. 

The ruckus started when Fidler 
censured the flood of anti-Nazi films 
and warned producers against stir- 
ring up international hatred. His 
utterances were quoted (only in 
part) by Hermann Schwinn, local 
Bund leader, to the detriment of the 
picture industry, leaving out clauses 
which would give the complete 
quotes a different meaning. 

In Fidler’s answer, which appears 
in 145 American newspapers tomor- 
row (Wed.), he says: 

‘Some of my recent protests against 
the production of anti-Nazi pictures 
have been misunderstood and I want 
to take this space and your time to 
make myself clear. 

‘I am not pro-Nazi. I enlisted as 
a U. S. Marine in the last war; I'll 

(Continued on page 47) 


Kate Smith-Ted 
Collins’ ‘Laffs 


Only’ Program 


Ted Collins’ recent decision not 
to dco any more heavy emotional 
dramatic pieces on the Kate Smith 
Friday night series brought about 


friction last week with 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, with whom he has an 








Sam Wood ob‘rired hig release 28Teement to do adaptations of its 


| from a three-year director contract 
; with Samuel Goldwyn, with two) 


| years still to run, Friendly parting | 
was due to Goldwyn’s current in- | 


| activity in the producing line. 


th Director made only one picture, 
© | ‘Raffles,’ for Goldwyn. On loanout | 


'to Sol Lesser, he piloted ‘Our Town’ 


| and is presently handling ‘Rangers | 


of Fortune’ for Paramount. 


H tae g Both | 
e@ was back 1N| paramount and Warners are under- | 


; stood to have offered him assign- | 


| ments, 





| “DREAM BAND’ FROLICS 


|Top Men Exercise Twice in Gut- 
bucket Holiday 


| ———- --= 





which last week (Friday) got to- 
gether twice in the same day for 
| jam sessions. Composed of some of 
the most expensive musicians in the 
country, the group upset a heavy 
crowd at the first show at the Apollo 


| 
| 


| 


A rarity in the band business, in Hi 
public at least, is the ‘dream band’ | 


theatre, N. Y., in honor of ace tenor | 


|sax player, Coleman Hawkins. Col 
| ored maestro was making his debut 
at this Harlem house. It repeated 
| that evening on Martin Block’s Make- 
| Believe-Ballroom recorded session 
'on WNEW, N. Y., momentarily re- 
placing discs. 


| 


Composed at the Apollo of Tommy | 


| Dorsey, Bunny Berigan, Gene Krupa, | 
| Jack Jenney, John Kirby, Roy Eld- | 


ridge, Pete Brown, Count Basie, Joe 


Marsala, Carmen Mastren, the out- | 
fit jammed ‘Lady Be Good’ for more | 


than 15 minutes without a letup. 
Harry James rushed in late and so- 
loed his click ‘Ciribiribin’ which he 
now uses as a theme for his band. 


changed, except for the absence of 
Brown, Marsala, and  Mastren, 
played one untitled jam bit for a an- 
other full 15 minutes and followed 
with themes of various leaders’ and 
Hawkins’ sock version of ‘Body and 
i Soul,’ 


Later that evening the group, un- | 


current releases. Particular issue 


| was the studio’s ‘Four Sons,’ which 


(Continued on page 12) 
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1940-41 Production in Hollywood = 


Going Through Per Schedule; Any 
Revise, Due to War, Etc., Up to N.Y. 





* 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Production future of Hollywood is 
entirely in the hands of New York 
home offices. With respect to the 
war situation and consent decree, 
picture companies claim that fore- 
sight on the possible European situa- 
tion caused an adjustment of their 
programs to cope with the condition, 
and consequently figure they will 
make the product announced for the 
new season. 

However, at the same time, they 
feel there is no certainty of what will 
be turned out, due to the war situa- 
tion, as production plans might be 
modified and changed almost any 
time, depending entirely on ‘our own 
situation,’ and also on results that 
pictures are getting at the boxoffice. 

Paramount has announced 44 feat- 
ures for the season, of which 29 will 
be made by the studio staff, eight by 
Harry Sherman— including six Hopa- 
long Cassidys—the balance by out- 
side producers. This company has 
no war picture or anti-Nazi films on 
the slate. 

RKO announced 53 productions, 
and also is ducking the war and Nazi 
elements. 

Metro and 20th-Fox intend going 
through with their current schedule, 
even though both studios have had 
on their 1939-40 calendar war ele- 
ment pictures and may have one or 
two on the new schedules. 

United Artists producers are plan- 
ning to deliver around 11 or 12 pic- 


Indian Sign? 





Two distribs, discussing indus- 
try troubles and effect of zodiac 
signs on business, wound up with 
this summation: 

‘Trouble with that guy is that 
he was born under the sign of 
a theatre marquee,’ one opined. 


Kranz-McEvoy’s 
New National 
Distrib Setup 


Preparing to establish its own 
exchanges across the country, an- 
other nationally-organized distribut- 
ing company along the lines of 
Monogram and Republic (not mem- 
bers of the MPPDA majors’ group) 
is in the process of formation. Its 
nucleus is Select Attractions, Inc., an 
independent distributing firm headed 
by Charles Kranz, president, and in- 
cluding other showmen from distri- 
bution and theatre operation who are 
well known. 

In laying plans for a countrywide 











tures by the first of the year. They 
will go through with announced con- 
vention group, if nothing drastic hap- 
pens on the war situation. 

Monogram will go for 50 features 
this year claiming that, on account of 
modest overhead, it can exist on do- 
mestic market returns. 

All studios are awaiting clarifica- 
tion of the European situation with 
respect to story types for use on the 
new program where films have not 
been started. 

As to ‘Consent’ 

As to the consent decree, studios 
will revise production plans only if 
New York home offices direct be- 
cause otherwise they say they have 
no reason to deviate from the initial 
setup for the year. 

On the other hand, reports here 
are to the effect that no one knows 
just what they will be able to make. 
They feel production will have to be 
contingent on the Government's po- 
sition in world affairs and the use 
that the Government may desire to 
make of the industry. Secondly, 


they believe the boxoffice is also an | 


important factor. 


Producers feel that, should the 


recently resigned as a sales execu- 
{tive with RKO, and George Jeffrey. 
| veteran in distribution, are combin- 
|ing with Kranz and associates in 
Select. McEvoy will hold the title of 
v.p. and general sales manager, while 
| Jeffrey, who comes in as assistant 
general manager, is also secretary. 

In addition to Kranz, whose long 
experience in the business includes 
production and distribution, majority 
jin sales, the Select executive setup 
! includes Joe Plunkett as v.p. Asso- 
! ciated with Kranz in indie distribu- 
|tion, Plunkett’s background em- 
braces many years of theatre opera- 
tion in executive capacities. Albert 
O. Bondy, treasurer, has been in dis- 
tribution over 20 years. 


on the first leg of a trip to organize 
exchanges in key points. The com- 
pany will differ from Monogram and 
Republic in that it will operate its 
; own branches. 








TOUGH OLD MOON 


Hollywood, June 18. 
| ‘Moon Over Burma’ failed to rise 


distribution setup, E. L. McEvoy, who | 


McEvoy. plans leaving next week | 


Million for ‘Caution’ 


| Hollywood, June 18. 

| Addition of sea-battle and other 
, scenes to Hal Roach’s ‘Captain Cau- 
‘tion’ caused the budget to be upped 
from $700,000 to $1,050,000. 

| Picture originally slated for com- 
| pletion in 46 days, has been shoot- 
ing 12 days overtime and is still in 


production. 





BISTRO 





Philadelphia, June 18. 

Upstate exhibitors are up in arms 
/ over a new menace to their business 
|; —competition of 16 mm, films in tap- 
{rooms and cafes. 

| Lodges and social clubs have also 
installed the 16 mm. projectors to 
| further add to exhib woes. In Lan- 
| caster, a cafe has gone to the lengths 
of posting one-sheeters all over town 
| advertising the film attractions at his 
bistro, featuring a special matinee 
| with a 5c admission charge. 

| ‘The theatre men have complained 
‘to officials of ‘the various upstate 
|municipalities charging that the 
| eafes violated the State Liquor laws 
{that forbids the sale of liquor in 
‘places showing motion _ pictures. 
' Complaints have also been filed with 
\the various locals of the projection- 
‘ists unions on the contention that 
|operators of the 16 mm. machines 
| were non-union, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


‘DETROIT FIGHTS BAN 
| ON BRIGHT MARQUEES 








| Detroit, June 18. 
| Pleading that Detroit would re- 
| semble a relic of the gaslight era and 
| that theatre owners would lose about 
$275,000 if they have to alter light- 
ing arrangements in front of their 
| houses, three chains here are fight- 
| ing the new traffic sign ordinance. 

The ordinance bans red and flash- 
ing lighted signs near traffic lights 
which would hit the cinemas hard 
since most are located at important 
corners where there are traffic 
lights. They have been joined in 
their fight by Mayor Edward Jeff- 
ries who urged the Council to give 
the chains a hearing and said he 
would veto the ordinance. 

Aligned against them are the po- 
| lice officials and reports which 
claim that too many red lights in 
| advertising nullify their use as a 
| traffic danger signal, and that brill- 
| iantly-lighted marquees steal atten- 
; tion from the traffic signals re- 
| sulting in added accidents and fatal- 
ities. 

‘No other city in the country has 

|a trick ordinance like that,’ Thomas 





people want quality pictures and | above its script troubles at Para- | McGuire, representing the Co-Op- 


stay away from others, there must; mount and was postponed for re- | erative 


be a modification of all company 
schedules to come in line with box- 
office requirements. 


Dorothy Lamour heads the cast, 
| Louis King directing. 


| writing until June 24: 


| Theatres, said. ‘Imagine 

New York’s Broadway without lights. 
| This would put Detroit back in the 
| last century.’ 


WORRY PA. B.0.! 





Celluloid Encore 


Moliywood, June 18. 

Trojans and Bruins, collegiate 
rivals on the gridiron, go into a 
clinch as dramatic enemies in 
‘Yesterday's Heroes,’ which kicks 
off July 22 as Sol M. Wurtzel 
production at 20th-Fox. 

Football teams from USC and 
UCLA are due to play before 
the cameras in a yarn showing 
what becomes of college athletes 
when they leave the ivied walls 
to look for work. Irving Cum- 
mings, Jr., and Bill Conselman, 
Jr., are doing the script. 


Biz 5% Ahead 
Of Last Year, 
Says Balaban 


Stating that domestic theatre busi- 
ness of the company is about 5% 
ahead of a year ago, Barney Balaban, 


president of Paramount, told the an- 
nual stockholders meeting yesterday 
(Tuesday) that earnings for the sec- 
ond quarter were running very sub- 
stantially ahead of the same 1939 
period *and were approaching the 
$1,600,000 net of the initial quarter 
this year. Balaban went into rami- 
fications of the foreign situation as 
it affects revenue and saw the great- 
est present hope in an improved do- 
mestic market. 

Approximately 4,332,000 shares of 
all types of stock or 74% were rep- 
resented in voting a new board of 
directors. Same directorate was re- 
elected for one year. These are: 
Neil F. Agnew, Barney Balaban, 
Stephen Callaghan, Y. Frank Free- 
man, Harvey D. Gibson, A. Conger 
Goodyear, Stanton Griffis, Duncan G. 
Harris, John D. Hertz, John W. 
Hicks, Jr., Austin C. Keough, Earl 











Richards, Edwin L. Weis] and Adolph 
Zukor. 

Balaban and other Par officers 
faced virtually no useless question- 
ing, most shareholders present being 
thoroughly satisfied with progress 
made by the company, particularly 
in view of what the Paramount 
president called ‘a new set of world 
conditions.’ Point stressed by Bala- 
ban was that the corporation is fol- 
lowing its program for simplification 
and reduction of debt structure as 
well as adopting wise and essential 
economies while improving its prod- 
uct. 

Paramount’s program of debt re- 








Also should there be any general | 
slacking at the boxoffice, it is figured | 
that in towns where there are three | 
to five first runs, there may be a) 
likelihood of shortage of quality | 
production which possibly might | 


| 


Protest Slur on 42nd Street Theatres 


(Continued on page 19) 


ie waka wa'seares LS Unwarranted; Kids Playing Hookey 


product. | 
| 








WANGER PAIR CLOSES |, 2g Brandt (Brandt Bros.) who, 
STUDIO TILL AUGUST) ttt’: 23,,th.West 42n4 


| (N. Y.) sector, assessed at some $10,- 
|; 000,000, takes exception to a sweep- 
Hollywood, June 18. 





Completion 


two pictures, ‘Foreign Correspond- | #9Ce supervisor for the west side of 


ents’ and ‘The Long Voyage Home,’ | Manhattan, that the 42d street the- | 
threw more than 100 technicians and | Fes are ‘flop houses’ for undesir- | 
craftsmen out of work at the Sam- | @bles where kids may contract any | 


uel Goldwyn studio, where produc- number of diseases. Whether the 
tion will remain at a standstill un-| @@ucation dept. official means bur- 
til August. First to resume shooting | !¢sque or pix houses, Brandt thinks 
will be James Roosevelt-Samuel , that that’s too sweeping an indict- 
Bronston Productions’ ‘Pot o’ Gold.’ | 


street | 


| ing statement made by George W.| 
of Walter Wanger’s | Hayden, Board of Education attend- | 


| ment of theatres just because kids 
: play hookey from schools. 

It’s true that the youngsters, of the 
jitterburg age, lured by the killer- 
diller bands at the Broadway Para- 
mount and Strand theatres, among 
others, may be cutting classes dur- 
ing school hours to take in a theatre. 
However, prior to the raids last 
week when some 96 youngsters were 

summoned among the Broadway Par 
| audience for playing hookey, the 
| Education Board first went after the 
| 42d street theatres. 
' Brandt has registered a formal 











Goldwyn, himself, does not intend | 
to start another picture until au-| 7 h N ee . 
tumn. Wanger has not decided on} { é ews P t t Pp 
a date for his next film, and the, r er alning 0 IC ures 
Sol Lesser-Ernst Lubitsch combi- | 
nation has not even decided on a 
story. s.tesie’s cOin-control idea. ............. ccc sccccccccccccocuce Page 12 
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complaint that none ‘of his (and 
Cohen partnership) theatres admit 
youngsters in violation of juvenile 
laws; that their New Amsterdam, 
Times Sq., Selwyn, Harris, Liberty, 
Apollo, Wallack, Pix (new) and 
Stanley (just off 42d at 7th avenue) 
are rigorously operated: that a new 
$67,000 cooling plant was just in- 
Stalled at the Amsterdam, and that 
with the new ice equipment into the 
Times Sq. and Apollo, it represents 
$100,000 in new improvements for 
these three theatres. 


Incidentally, Wallack’s (now shut- 
tered) will be razed and a new the- 
atre building erected by Cohen, who 
heretofore leased from Schulte 
Realty Co. Wallack’s was first built 
in 1900 at a cost of $500,000 by the 
late William B. Harris, the Jegit 
manager, whose name was lent to 
the house until 1920, when Mrs. 
Henry B. Harris sold it to H. H. 
Frazee. When Cohen took it over he 
again called it Wallack’s, not to be 
confused with the theatre Lester 
Wallack, yesteryear actor-manager, | 
erected on Broadway and 30th stzent | 
It was torn down én 1915, | 
The present Harris theatre on West | 
42d street of course stands for Sam | 
H. Harris, no relation to the Harrises 





above named, 


I. McClintock, Maurice Newton, E. V. | 





Floyd B. Odlum, president of the 
Atlas Corp., proponents of the play 
of reorganization of RKO, provided 
a sensational climax to a Prosaig 
hearing before Judge William Bond: 
in the N. Y. federal court yesterda 
(Tues.), when he told the eon 
while defending Atlas’ requeste for 
allowances, that he had attempted 
to divorce production from exhibis 
tion some time prior to the filing 
of the Government anti-trust suit 
in 1938, but had been forced through 
adverse interests te relinquish the 
plan. Odlum enlarged on the statee 
ment at the conclusion of the morn» 
ing session of the court by deolaring 
that he had sought to organize two 
separate companies, feeling that each 
company, working separately, would 
be more profitable. 


‘They are two separate and distant 
branches of the industry and have 


In the present system, one branch 
dominates another. Pictures should 
be sold on their merits. The reason 
the plan was disregarded was that 
security interests objected in the 
company, and the rest of the indus- 
try was against it. One company 
could not succeed alone. Theatres 
should be free to purchase films re- 
gardless of their affiliation. Why 
should anybody buy a picture unless, 
except through its merits?’ 

The remarks of the Atlas president 
had followed a long and tedious dia, 
cussion on claims for allowances and 
disbursements filed by attorneys in 
connection with RKO’s reorganiza- 
tion. Odlum had been called on by 
Hamilton C. Rickaby, attorney for 
the company, to defend the applica- 
tions, which were the largest of any, 
Atlas requests $875,000 in disburse« 
ments and 100,000 shares of common 
stock as compensation. 

All applications had been attacked 
at the outset by Thomas K. Finletter, 
newly hired RKO counsei, who in- 
dicated that the $600,000 ceiling 
placed on allowances by Marland 
Gale, of the SEC, was too high. Ap- 
plications, minus the request for 
stock seek approximately $3,100,000 
in fees. 

Finletter went down the line on 
the applications telling which he felt 
{should be reduced, and which dis- 
allowed. He quoted no actual fig- 
|} ures but told the court that he will 
| file briefs in which he will recome 
| mend allowances to the court. The 
jgist of his arguments were that 
| while many of the fees asked were 
| reasonable in accord with services 
| given, the company simply could not 
| afford to pay. He told of the cash 
| position being worse than the SEC 
| had indicated, pointing out reserves 
| were only $77,000, and that if forced 
|to pay large fees, RKO might find 
| itself back in bankruptcy soon. 
| Judge Bondy was not apparenily 
; much-impressed with this argument, 
| and indicated that it would be a 

poor reorganization that sent the 
, company back on the rocks immedi- 
| ately, 
| Finletter also told the court that 
by European situation was causing 
'a great deal more worry to RKO 
| than the anti-trust suit, and the re- 
| sults of the war might result in seri- 
| ous trouble to the picture subsidiary, 
|and require advances of cash from 
the parent company, which it would 
| not have, if too much was paid out 
in legal fees. 


ACTOR APPLEBY JOINING 
CANADIAN AIR FORCE 


Stephen Ker Appleby, English- 
| born legit actor, leaves the end of 
this week to join the aeronautic me- 
chanics division of the Canadian 
Royal Air Force. He is the husband 
of Joan Tomkins, legit and radio ac- 
tress who is currently appearing on 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert pro- 
grams. 

He has appeared in a number of 
Broadway shows. Since the outbreak 
of the war he had told friends he 
| was assisting the British intelligence 
‘service in the U. S. 











SUES IN AIR DEATH 
Los Angeles, June 18. 

Recent death of Marshall G. Mc- 
Carro!l, head of Paramount News- 
reel’s local office, resulted in a $40,- 
000 suit by his widow, Etholyn M. 
McCarroll, against the Vultee Air- 
craft Co. 

Plaintiff charges that negligence 





; Caused the crash in which her hus- 


band was killed May 9. 


separate problems of management, . 


Odum Discloses He First Proposed 
Divorcement for RKO; Fees’ Battle 
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US. Now Restraining Trade? 





Film company attorneys who are working on the Government con- 


ge 
versation 


nt decree in the anti-trust suit are amused by the account of a con- 
which is said to have taken place this week between top 


executives of two of the major companies. One film prez, who is a 
gtrong proponent for the decree, was urging his less enthusiastic com- 
petitor to join with those who favor the proposed pact. 

‘If you don’t,’ he is alleged to have remarked, ‘I won’t play any of 
your pictures in our theatres next season, and I will see to it that other 


companies give you the brushoff.’ 
The recalcitrant telephoned his 


attorney after the meeting and de- 


clared he wanted to file an anti-trust suit against his fellow defendants 


in the pending action. 


‘And to make it legal,’ he saidsue the Government, too, on a charge 
of conspiracy in restraint of trade.’ 


Although Agreed on No Divorcement, 
Consent-Decree Terms Now Snagged 


On How to Antic 





Government and film company at- 
torneys, currently engaged in draft- 
ing the consent decree which will 
terminate the anti-trust suit against 
eight major picture concerns, are 
having a difficult task with such 
portions of the order that will reg- 
ulate through arbitration, the devel- 
opment and extension of the exhibi- 
tion structure. Although divorce- 
ment of theatre operations from 

roducing and distributing activities 
a been abandoned by the Govern- 
ment as a condigjien of the decree, 
there are sharp differences of opin- 
fon on the provisions which will 
govern the building of new theatres 
to meet the normal expansion of the 
industry in coming years. 


Framers of the decree’s phrase- 
ology are discovering that the com- 
position of a document, as sweeping 
in its purposes and as broad in its 
application as the consent order, 
will require a longer period for con- 
ferences and textual editing than at 
first believed when Judge Henry W. 
Goddard suspended the trial. N. Y. 
federal court has been adjourned 
until June 26, at which time the 
completed memorandum may be 
presented to Judge Goddard, al- 
though further adjournment is more 
than likely. 


In discussions among _legalites, 
who have been meeting regularly in 
conference rooms at the Bar Asso- 
ciation, much of the discourse has 
centered on the probable effects of 
an iron-bound court order under 
which the industry will live indef- 
initely. Once the signatures are at- 
tached the censent decree takes the 


form of permanent industrial law.. 


Amendments @hd revisions are pos- 
sible, although not probable. 


Strangely enough, emphasis that 
the lawyers shall prognosticate com- 
ing trends and developments is said 
to have been made by Government 
attorneys. In their hands are data 
which have been compiled over a 
number of years indicating the 
growth of the film industry through 
various phases. Most surprising in- 
formation deals with the ‘frozen’ 
condition in the exhibition field dur- 
ing the past 10 years. 


No Expansion Proviso 


A contributing factor, of course, 
has been the stipulation entered into 
two years ago, soon after the anti- 
trust suit was filed, that none of the 
defendant companies owning thea- 
tres would acquire additional houses 
pending outcome of the suit. Sim- 
ilar stipulation was made by the 
Government and the larger inde- 
pendent theatre circuits, also sued 
under the Sherman act. Latter in- 
cluded the Griffith enterprises and 
Schine, 

There has been laid before the 
conferees certain charts bearing out 
the fact that whereas the greatest 
period of theatre expansion and 
building took place in the early 
twenties, the exhibition field virtu- 
ally reached saturation by 1930. In 
the past decade the population of 
the country has increased 10,000,000, 
and although there has been some 
theatre building, it has scarcely kept 


(Continued on page 19) 














ipate Future Trends 


Freeman’s Quickie East 


Y. Frank Freeman will return to 
the Coast the end of this week after 
huddles in New York on production 
plans and administrative matters. 

He got in Monday (17) in time for 
the annual stockholders’ meeting 
yesterday (Tues.), accompanied by 
Mrs. Freeman. 


WAR'S DIRE B.0. 
EFFECT PAST 
2 WEEKS 


Capped by a weekend (15-16) that 
is described as ‘brutal’ throughout 
the entire country, the first two 
weeks of June has brought theatre 
receipts down alarmingly and with- 
out regard to local manufacturing or 
other conditions. In the absence of 
a complete audit, indications are that 
the drop so far this June is close to 
15% lower than for the correspond- 
ing period a year ago. 

The month of May is reported to 
have been off 5 to 10%, the dip be- 
ing held to that when the whole 
country is averaged up because of a 
great amount of rain, coolish weather 
and war hysteria that was not quite 
as pronounced as it has been since 
June 1, though causing marked dis- 
turbance. However, in May while 
the mean average ran 5-10% com- 
pared with the same month in 1939, 
some sections of the country were 
away under normal, others being in 
better enough shape to hold the gen- 
eral dip from a worse level. 











ators, chain as well as independent, 
seems to be that aside from local 
conditions, uncertainty, economic 
problems, unemployment, etc., there 
has been too big a show on the air 
and in the newspapers. 

Theatres are beginning to close in 
various parts of the country, no- 
tably in the warmer states, and op- 
erators state the number shuttering 
for the summer may be the highest 
ever if results do not improve and 
there is a sufficient supply of strong 


(Continued on- page 19) 


Chi Censors Ban Baby 
Pic Made With US. Coin 


Chicago, June 18. 

Pare Lorentz production of ‘Fight 
for Life’ made for the U. S. Film 
Service, has been banned by the 
Chicago Censor Board due, in an 
official pronunciamento, to its sub- 
ject of pregnancy. 

Columbia Pictures, distrib, and the 
Chi Civil Liberties Union have gone 
into action to obtain a _ release 
| from this ban. Chicago reportedly 
is the only city banning the flicker. 








The general opinion among = 


RKO'S BIG-COST, 





PIX SELLING FOR 
‘40-41 CARRIES ON 


Neither Production Sched- 
ules Nor Merchandizing 
Will Be Subjected to Any 
Suspension Pending De- 
tails of Gov’t Decree 








NO QUICK MATTER 





Neither production schedules nor 
the business of selling the 1940-41 
product will be placed in a state of 
suspension, in anticipation of a con- 
sent decree which might change the 
entire course of the industry in both 
branches, as well as in theatre op- 
eration, buying, policies, etc. 

While an early settlement of the 
U. S. anti-trust suit is hoped for, 
throughout film ranks to relieve. 
present uncertainties, considerable 
confusion prevails on all sides in ad- 
vance of any definite conclusions on 
a consent, Distributors are among 
those who cannot predict one way or 
another just what is going to happen, 
whether film will have to be mar- 
keted differently, re-sold, etc. 

The matter of trying to reach 
some basis for a satisfactory settle- 
ment being in the lawyers’ hands, 
sales managers are in no position to 
gauge present activities in line with 
probabilities under a consent decree. 

All kiggl of predictions are being 
made, including that there may not 
be a settlement of the U.S. suit be- 
cause unreasonable concessiong may 
be demanded of the film companies, 
but that all details on a consent 
agreement may be worked out 
rapidly is generally not believed. 

Reminding that ‘it’s still in the at- 
torneys’ hands,’ S. R. Kent does not 
think that the industry may look for 
anything quickly. He has not taken 
part in any huddles directly on the 
matter so far, nor has any basis for a 
settlement plan reached the point 
where a_ distributors’ committee, 
likely to be appointed later, has been 
called into action, 

William F. Rodgers, general sales 
manager of Metro who marshalled 
forces in the drafting of a trade 
practices code that ultimately was 
shelved, declares that his company 
is going ahead to sell in the usual | 
manner. Metro has been in no great 
hurry to negotiate 1940-41 deals, but 
is now proceeding with selling. 
Rodgers as well as other distributor 
leaders are waiting on lawyers and 
developments in connection with the 
Government suit but, meantime, are 
not thinking of holding off on sales. 

Many Already Pre-Sold 

Most of the companies have al- 
ready closed a representative num- 
ber of contracts for 1940-41, some 

(Continued on page 14) 








Understood here that RKO home | KO, is its president. 
. t- | headed by Jack Cohn. | 


office execs are alarmed over moun 
ing cost of several pictures in work | 
and preparing. Panic entries are 
‘Dance, Girl, Dance,’ ‘Lucky Part- 
ners’ and ‘They Knew What They 
Wanted.’ 

‘Dance’ and ‘Partners’ have been | 
shooting over 50 days and the end is | 
not yet in sight. 

George J. Schaefer is expected to 
make a fast trip west to speed up 
their completion. 





Welles’ 104-Day Sked 
Hollywood, June 18. 

Orson Welles gets 104 days’ lee- 
way for the filming of ‘Citizen Kane,’ 
his first production at RKO. It is 
the longest shooting schedule on the 
lot since ‘Gunga Din.’ 

In addition to his producing 
chores, Welles functions as director, 
writer and actor. 





CONSENT NOT STALLING BIZ 





U.S. Hopes Straight 10% Amus. Tax 
Will Bring In Nearly $100,000,000; 
Trade Calls That Estimate Absurd 





Sweet-Tooth Checkup 


Philadelphia, June 18. 
Managers of picture houses 
anxious to find out how much 
biz their competitors are doing 
have found a new source of in- 
formation. 

By slipping a buck to the guys 
that collect the nickles from the 
candy vending machines they 
can find out how much candy 
was sold at their rival’s houses. 
Comparing it with the amount 
sold in his own theatre, the man- 
ager can get a pretty good idea 
how much biz the other guy did. 





‘ 











| 


LONG-TIME PIX 


Hollywood, June 18. 


| stantial 
| benefit of film salesmen. 
| aids exhibitors in distress who have 
| dealt with the N. Y. exchanges. 


FILM BIZS WAR 
RELIEF VIA 
HAYS ORG. 


With almost all the European 
powea:s now seeking funds in the 
U. S. and soliciting contributions 
from the different picture companies, 
Hays office directors undoubtedly 
will take up the matter of these ap- 


peals at the quarterly’ direc- 
tors meeting scheduled for today 
(Wednesday). While sympathetic 
with these drives, particularly for 
Red Cross and refugee relief, ad- 
vance forecast is that the entire mat- 
ter will be left for the Hays office 
to handle. 

Likely that each company will be 
assessed a certain amount, each fund 
obtaining its share of the money 
sought. Either this procedure will 
be followed or each company may 
set aside a certain amount for each 
of the war refugee funds, the Hays 
office to handle its distribution. 

George J. Schaefer, just named 
chairman of the film division for the 
New York drive of the Queen Wil- 
helmina Fund, seeking $3,000,000 for 
Netherlands refugees, is understood 
to have brought the matter to a head 
for all picture companies. For all 
American charities and campaigns, 
the picture companies refer solici- 
tors to the MPPDA for check and 
action. 





Washington, June 18. 

Patrons of every one of the na- 
tion’s 17,000 film houses will be 
tapped to help pay the cost of bolster- 
ing the United States defenses 
against dictatorial threats from 
abroad. Present 10% levy on all 
admissions over 40c—which touches 
only the deluxe first-run houses— 
was revised by the Senate Finance 
Committée Saturday (15), more or 
less in accord with idea suggested 
by Charles C. Pettijohn, general 
counsel of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors of America, 
in orler to make the burden fairer 
as well as bring more cash into the 
Federal exchequer. 

New formula was ratified by the 
Senate Monday (17) with little fuss. 
When the bill came up, Republican 
Leader Charles McNary wondered 
why tobacco tax increase voted by 
the House was dropped when the 
admissions scale was broadened, but 
there was no objection to the sched- 
ule which applies to every ducat 
over 9c. 

The emergency revenue measure, 
which the Senate hopes to pass by 
Wednesday (19) night and already 
has House approval, imposes taxes 
on every ducat above 10c and is ex- 
pected to jump the yield from ad- 
missions from around $21,000,000 
(maximum ever taken in since the 
10% impost was started at 41c) to 
the vicinity of $100,000,000. The 
plan approved by the House—lower- 
ing the starting’ point to 30c—was 
claimed to be a source for an ade 
ditional $25,000,000, figure which in- 
dustry statisticians challenged as ex- 
travagant. 

While howls are expected, the ac- 
tion of the Senate committee will 
partly disarm critics. Yelps cannot 
be averted, for nobody who now gets 
off free likes to fork over to Uncle 
Sam. But in this instance, the bill 
removes entirely the chance for any 
claim of discrimination and makes 
sure there will be no diversion of 
patronage from taxed to untaxed 
houses and no lowering of scales to 
escape the impost. 

Formula is: under 9c, no levy; 10 
to 19c, tax of 1c; 20c, tax of 2c: 21 to 
30c, tax of 3c; 31 to 40c, tax of 4c; 
above 40c, the present 10% duty. 

This scheme goes further than 
Pettijohn’s. Outlining a revision that 
he declared would bring in $60,000,- 
000, the Hays oranization attorney 
proposed a schedule with a Ic tax on 
admissions from 10 to 25c, a 2c tax 
between 26 and 49c and a 10% tax 
on 50c and up. 





Social Relief Funds 
Having no thought of any direct 

amalgamation, the Associated Motion 
Picture Advertisers and the Film| 
Associates are holding discussions | 
with a view to determining how} 
they, as well as the Picture Pioneers, 
can cooperate in setting up a general 


relief fund for the industry. It 
would be somewhat along lines of 
the M. P. Relief Fund on the Coast. | 


AMPA, of which Leon Bamberger | 
is president, embraces publicity and 
advertising men, while Film Asso- | 
ciates takes in film salesmen in the 
New York exchanges. Jack Ellis, of 
Pioneers is 


Film Associates has a very sub-| 
fund of its own for the, 
FA also 





Grable Subs for Ailing 
Faye in ‘Argentine Way’ 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Continued illness of Alice Faye 
brought Betty Grable into the femme 
lead of ‘Down Argentine Way’ at 
20ih-Fox. Miss Faye will require a 
month to recuperate from her recent 
operation. 

Harry Joe Brown produces and 
Irving Cummings directs the picture, 
slated to start June 24. 








The Senators do not anticipate any 
serious fight, since everybody rea- 
lizes the new revenue bill is de- 
signed to bring in money that will 
pay the expense of putting the Army 
and Navy in shape to see that all 
Americans have a chance to go on 
making money. But some complaint 
may be heard inasmuch as the 
broader admissions schedule was 
adopted in order to prevent raising 
certain tobacco levies, which the 
southern Democrats protested al- 
ready are sufficiently steep. 


Indies Aver They Would 
Bear Brunt of New Tax 


Revision of the amusement tax 
proposals to start the bite on tickets 
at 10c, following recommendation by 
producer-distributors that this be 
done in order to increase the po- 
tential returns, may meet with. stiff 
opposition from independent exhibi- 
tor sources, 

This is predicated on the angle 
that the theatres of the major chains 
are in the upper admission brackets 
whereas a vast majority of the indies 
are operating at lower scales and 
thus stand to bear a heavy part of 
the burden. There are no film the- 
atres operating at less than a dime 
admish. When it was reported from 
Washington that the exemption 
might be brought lower than 30c, 
originally in the tax defense meas- 





‘ure distributor sources indicated that 


(Continued on page 19) 
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2D SUMMARY OF ‘VARIETY’ POLL ON DUALS 
AGAIN SHOWS EXHIBS FAVOR SOLO PIX 





saat 
However, Nearly All See Small Chance of Speedily | 
Ousting Double Bills—Blame Hollywood’s Prod- 


uct Shortcomings 





While double features are not liked ULY 18 TRIAL DATE | 


by majority of exhibitors in scattered 
sections of U.S., nearly all see small 
chance for a speedy cure of dualing. 


Some indicate it would be suicidal 
to operate a single bill policy, while 
others hedge by blaming lack of 
strong product from Hollywood for 
double-bill popularity today. Only 
a few go into the ramifications of 
major circuits turning to duals as 
protection against double-featuring 
of their independent competitors, al- 
though a number hinted that the in- 
dustry’s. production slate is now 
geared for twin bills. 

These are the highlights in the 
second week of the nationwide poll 
by Variery of exhibitors in 132 
cities, towns and hamlets. Theatre 
operators were sounded out in con- 
junction with Variery’s coincidental 
survey of theatre-patron slant, the 
latter continues to show equally 
strong sentiment for solo picture 
programs, i 

Typifying the sentiment of prac- 
tical-minded exhibitors was the 
statement of Frank Newman, man- 
ager of the Liberty (Hamrick-Ever- 
green circuit), Portland, Ore., who 
favors strong single bills with high 
quality shorts, but adds ‘this is like 
wishing for the moon.’ 


‘It would be boxoffice suicide to | 
attempt such a policy today,’ he ob- 
serves. He feels that the cure for 
duals lies beyond the present scope 
of the industry, and that it would 
take at least two years to produce 
enough films of sufficient merit to 
challenge the double bill. Newman 
said that good stage units might 
work out, but there aren’t enough of 
them. 

Chi Indie? Stance 


Recheck of exhibitor situation in 
Chicago reveals that all independent 
Chi theatres are opposed to double 
features while big neighborhood 
houses (owned by Balaban & Katz) 
favor them. Last week VarIETY 
covered specifically only the obser- 
vation of a B. & K. executive. 


Jack Kirsch, president of Allied 
States of Chicago, claims that 90% 
of all exhibitors jn Chicago prefer 
singles, even though B. & K. do not. 
Situation does not differ much from 
that of othex large cities in that a 
big major neighborhood house has 
the edge on product over the inde- 
pendent subsequent run. 


ings, Federal Judge Ernest A. O'Brien 
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FOR MIDWEST VS. CO-OP 


Detroit, June 18. 
On the plea of the plaintiffs that 
an early date be set for their hearing 
to prevent a jamming up on book- 


set July 18 for the hearing of the 
Midwest Theatres’ suit against the 
Cooperative Theatres of Michigan on 
charges of conspiracy. 

Difficulties grew out of alleged in- 
ability to get gcod product at right 
time, discrimination and numerous 
other complaints, with the Midwest 
group urging an early verdict to help 
clarify their problems before the 
start of the selling season. 


Par Sues the U.S. For 
Recovery of $36,500 


Paramount Pictures, Inc.. filed suit 
Wednesday (12) against the Govern- 
ment seeking recovery of $36,500 
paid as capital stock taxes imposed 
under Section 215 of the National 











Philly’s Tripler 


Philadelphia, June 18. 

Once Philly was the last stronghold 
of single features, but within the last 
18 months the bars have come down 
and duals are the rule in more than 
60% of the nabes. 

Last week saw the birth of a new 
headache—the triple feature. 

First house to blossom out with the. 
three-bagger was the Edgemont. 
Program included three features plus 
a serial and newsreel. Admission, 
10c. 


NW Allied To 
Take Anti-Dual 
Stand at Conv. 


Minneapolis, June 18. 

Delegation of 25 exhibitors from 
this territory attending the national 
convention in Chicago will ask na- 
tional Allied States to take a stand 
in favor of banning double features 
throughout the entire country. The 
Northwest exhibitors also will urge 
the national body to demand ‘un- 
qualified and unconditional 20 to 
30% cancellation in all film con- 
tracts and, further, for a designa- 











Industrial Recovery Act. The act is 


stitutional. 


On Sept. 29, 1933, Paramount In- 
ternational Corp. and Parager Corp. 
were merged into what finally be- 
came Paramount Pictures, Inc., and 
‘the taxes were paid on this merger. 
Paramount lists seven reasons for 
citing the elleged unconstitutionality. 
They are: 

1. The tax is null and void under 
the Constitution, more particularly 
the Fifth Amendment. 

2. The declared value of the stock 
as a measure for the basis of the tax 
is vague, uncertain, and based on a 
value declared by the taxpayer, 
‘without giving recognition to the 
| market value. 

3. Tax is arbitrary and capricious. 

4. The declared value of the tax 
cannot be amended. 


not provide for future changes. 
6. It was levied for specific, not 
general, reasons. 


claimed by Paramount to be uncon- | 


5. The tax is speculative and does | 


tion with some degree of certainty of 
the pictures being purchased.’ 

| Northwest Allied has set July 10 
and 11 for the dates of its own con- 
vention here. All independents, in- 
cluding non-members, will be_ in- 


pate in a ‘strenuous’ fight against 
percentage pictures and for lower 
film rentals, Secretary Ben Ashe 
said. If the independents can be 
sufficiently organized and will stick 
together, Ashe declares, ‘Northwest 
Allied will be able to blitzkrieg per- 
centages.’ 


Allied will choose an executive sec- 
retary to take active charge during 
| the absence of president W. A. 
| Steffes on account of illness. It has 
been indicated that either Ashe, who 
| would resign as Berger circuit gen- 
| eral manager and give up his the- 
atre interests, or Charlie Weiner, 
|former Monogram exchange head, 
| will be chosen. Steffes himself is 


| expected to ‘step aside permanently 





vited to attend and asked to partici- | 


Hold ‘Bambi’ Release 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Walt Disney has ordered the post- 
ponement of distribution on his fea- 
ture-length cartoon, ‘Bambi,’ for one 
year, to make room on the 1940-1 
program for the animated musical 
film based on Leopold Stokowski's 
score. 

Stoki has finished his work on the 
cartoon, still untitled. Picture is 
currently in the animation process 
at the new Burbank plant, which 
row houses the entire Disney or- 
ganization. 








‘Nathanson, Fam. Players, 


Vice-Chairman of CBC; 
Odlum to Lead Troops 


Winnipeg, June 18. 

Nathan L. Nathanson, president of 
Famous Players Canadian Corp. and 
member of the board of governors 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
since its inception in 1936, has been 
elevated to the post of vice-chairman 
of that board. He succeeds Brig.- 
Gen. Victor W. Odlum, of Vancouver, 
recently named to head the second 
Canadian Overseas Division. Odlum 
had been vice-chairman since De- 
cember, prior to which he was a 
member of the board. 

This latest appointment by the 
board of governors is more than 
favorably regarded by private in- 
terests in the country. According to 
some they feel that with Rene Morin, 
as chairman, and N. L. Nathanson, 
as vice-chairman, a more ready and 
sympathetic view of the problems of 
the private broadcasters, is in the 
offing. 


ALL TS WELL AT REP, 
YATES TELLS STUDIO 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Republic is in better condition 
now than it has ever been despite 
world conditions, Herbert Yates told 
production heads and executive per- 
sonnel at the studio before depart- 
ing for New York last Friday (14). 
He promised no cuts or dismissals 
‘and said budgets would be hiked on 














many subjects. 
Production outlay on Gene Au- 


At the convention here Northwest} try’s ‘Melody Ranch’ will be triple 


the cost of his former pictures, to 
| serve as wedge for bookings in the 
| de luxe houses. 


| 





Jules Levey East To 


| 


Set ‘Syracuse’ Dates’ 





14%, OF PUBLIC 
DONT LIKE 
TWINPIX 


o 





From the customer's viewpoint, 
Variety’s poll on double features 
shows little shift in sentiment from 
last week’s resume. Preponderance 
of the cinema public is against dual- 
ers, 74% being for single features 
and 26% for twin bills. This, of 
course, does not satisfactorily offset 
why 65% of the theatres in America 
play duals right now. The present 
survey merely sounds out current 
opinion. 

Persons quoted this week are 
picked from five to 10 interviewed 
m each community. One develop- 
ment in 14 communities covered is 
that some already had soured on 
pictures but voted for singles simply 


t+-because wanting to be with the pro- 


cession away from double bills. Thus 
Jack Martin, an advertising copy- 
writer in St. ‘Paul, says: ‘I don't pre- 
fer any, anymore. I’m sick and tired 
of the movies.’ 


Contrary to the usual trend among 
younger patrons, James R. Rahders, 
University of Minnesota student, 
claimed he had enough trouble sit- 
ting through a single film. ‘When I 
see a double bill advertised outside 
a house, I don’t go in.’ This having 
to sit too long also was mentioned 
by Wallace Baljo, sergeant of the 
U. S. Marine Corps, San Diego, in 
favoring single features. 

Indicating that some theatre pa- 
trons do not know enough about 
duals to differentiate, Mrs. Frances 
Funston, of Philadelphia, observes; 
‘Since I’ve never seen a double fea- 
ture with two first-class productions, 
I'm in favor of just one picture.’ 

Several emphasize the time re- 
quired to look at a double bill. 
Martha Johnson, soda fountain gir], 
Wichita, Kan., states: ‘I get too tired 
sitting through two features. I pre- 
fer one good picture. John L. 
deBevec, former theatre manager at 
Eveleth, Minn., states: ‘I prefer single 
features because I don’t like to spend 
the extra time to see a double bill.’ 
Florence Eggan, stenographer, St. 
Paul, says: ‘I can’t stay awake fos 
two pictures.’ A 20-year-old student, 
Ruth King, of Portland, Ore., doesn’t 
like the time element: ‘You get stung 
with the second feature and you 


have to sit too long to see the 
show.’ 

Pre-Dualers 
There also were boosters for 


double features, though in the mi- 
nority. Many felt that two pictures 
offered the patron a break because if 
one was poor, the other might be 
satisfying. Clyde Mahn, Canton, O., 


at 
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| Hollywood, June 18. 
| Jules Levey planed east Monday 





7. The tax is not uniform through- | in favor of E. L. Peaslee, Stillwater, 


; .. newspaper correspondent said: ‘If 
| Minn., exhibitor, now vice-president. 


Bob Livingston, manager of the 
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Father's Day Tieup With J. P. Harris 
Fete Honoring Nickelodeon Pioneer £18 GET BREA 





Pittsburgh, June 18. 

Harris circuit this week celebrat- 
ing 35th anniversary and timed 
opening of observance with Father’s 
Day (16), tying it in with ‘Father of 
Motion Picture Theatre,’ late Sen- 
ator John P.. Harris, who founded 
first nickelodeon in the country in 
Pittsburgh in June, 1905. Company 
is currently headed by his son, John 


H. Harris, national president of 
Variety Clubs. Chain operates 19 
houses in western Pennsylvania, 


Ohio and Michigan. 

Couple of stunts for anniversary 
fete got lot of attention in the dail- 
ies. On Sunday, first 100 persons 
in line at every Harris-owned the- 
atre were admitted free and yes- 
terday (17), each house in chain 
conducted audience quizzes, pertain- 
ing to history of film business, with 
cash prizes for those up on their 
gelluloid lore. 

In addition, Harris outfit had Eu- 
gene L. Connelly, first publicity 
head for the elder Harris, get up 
an eight-page story on the nickelo- 
deon beginnings, which was distrib- 
uted among country dailies and 
weeklies and got wide attention in 
their columns. It was Connelly, in- 
cidentally, who coined the word 
nickelodeon, from the price, 5c, and 
the Greek word ‘odeon’ for theatre, 
just a few hours before the first cin- 
ema in America opened on June 19, 
1905. 


‘SNOW WHITE’ VOICE 
LOSES $200,000 SUIT 


Adriana Caselotti, the ‘Voice of 
Snow White,’ lost her $200,000 suit 
against Walt Disney, Disney Produc- 
tions, Ltd., and the RCA Mfg. Co., 
last week, when N. Y. supreme court 
justice Peter Schmuck dismissed the 
suit on application of the defend- 
ants. Action claimed the defend- 
ants violated a contract made in 
November, 1935,, whereby singer al- 
leges, they agreed to use her voice 
only for the picture, ‘Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs.’ 


It was claimed that RCA, with Dis- 
ney’s permission, dubbed her sing- 
ing from the sound track of the pic- 
ture, and made and sold thousands 
of records. 

In rendering his decision, Justice 
Schmuck declared that the singer 
had signed 35 talent pay vouchers 
which gave the defendants the right 
to use her voice in any way they 
saw fit. The singer claimed that she 
had not thoroughly read the vouch- 
ers, as they were presented to her 
as receipts for salary. In referring 
to Miss Caselotti’s not reading the 
vouchers, Justice Schmuck remark- 
ed, ‘Her failure to do so was inex- 
cusable neglect, for which she may 
have no recovery.’ 

Altschuler’s Case 

Suit of Modest Altschuler, com- 
poser, against Walt Disney Enter- 
prises, Inc., Walt Disney Produc- 
tions, Ltd.. RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., 
Irvia Berlin, Inc. and Frank Churchill 
was settled and discontinued Friday 
(14) in N. Y. supreme court. De- 
fendants previously had been seeking 
a dismissal for lack of prosecution. 

Altschuler sought $250,000 dam- 
ages for the alleged plagiarism of his 
song, ‘Russian Soldiers Song’ in 
Whistle While You Work’ used in 
Snow White and the-Seven Dwarfs.’ 


An_ injunction against the picture 
also was sought. 


Three R’s Slows Pic 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Educaiion butted into the 20th- 
Fox schedule and delayed the start 
of ‘Youth Will Be Served’ until July 
1, when Jane Withers completes 
her school year. 

Postponement means an etonomi- 
cal Sain for the studio, which is per- 
mitted to work 
hours a day as a vacationist, instead 
of four hours as a student. 




















the moppet eight | warrants 
| Over-the-Counter market 
lsued this year. 


24-Sheet Gag 


_-——— 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Director Dave Butler wel- 
comed Buddy DeSylva back to 
town with two 24-sheets on 
‘DuBarry’ and ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ posted where he could see 
them en route from the Union 
Station to Beverly Hills. De- 
Sylva gave them a fast take 
and blinked, while pals played 
dumb. 

Butler bought the stands for 
one day and had lithos shipped 
from the east. Natives didn’t 
savvy the idea of the paper 
until Butler tipped the gag. 


ST 


Expect No Severe 
Restrictions F or 
Times Sq. Sector 


While the boundaries of an ex- 
empt theatrical zone in the Times 
Square area and somewhat beyond 
have not been fixed, it is reported as 
pretty definite that Broadway will 


be exempt from the harsh sign and 
other restrictions proposed in the 
revised building code for Greater 
New York. 

Due to come up for a vote to- 
morrow (Thurs.) before the Board 
of Estimate, the new code to ‘clean 
up New York’ will not be voted on 
at this time but indications are that 
there will be a closed session of the 
board before Friday (28), deadline 
for some action. 

Although the new proposals of the 
City Planning Commission are to 
outlaw signs of various kinds in all 
parts of the city, with various re- 
strictions figuring, it is believed in 
informed circles that department 








stores and hotels throughout the city, | 
as well as theatres, will be exempt | 


on the signs. 
Greater freedom for the Times 
Square area is declared virtually as- 


sured, although old restrictions such | 


as nine-foot marquees, etc., will 
stand. Boundaries suggested for the 
theatrical zone are 40 to 50th streets 
and from Sixth to Eighth avenues. 


H. Frederick Bright, managing di- 
rector of the Broadway Association, 
feels optimistic concerning the out- 
come of the proposals. In addition 
to indications of opposition to the 
whole code by the five borough pres- 
idents, it is believed Mayor La- 
Guardia might also be against voting 
the revisions at this time. 

The Broadway Assn. has been very 
active in connection with the amend- 
ments to the building code and has 
assiduously fought for the exemp- 
tions for the downtown theatrical 
district. Association includes four 
members of show business. They are 
Stanton Griffis, Sam H. Harris, Wal- 
ter Reade and Ray Whittaker, asso- 
ciated with the Shuberts. 


NEW RKO STOCK ON 
BIG, LITTLE BOARD 


New RKO common and preferred 
shares are scheduled to be listed for 
trading on the N. Y. Stock Exchange 
today (Wednesday) while trading in 
warrants for the common starts at 
the same time on the N. Y. Curb. 
Notice was given brokers this week. 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
approved acceleration for the stocks 
and warrants last week, as requested. 
Otherwise, actual trading would not 
have begun until July 1. 

The new common, preferred and 
have been ‘traded in on 
since is- 





AS LONG AS INDIE 





Willing That Anything Dis- 
place His Pet Film-Regu- 
lation Bill If It Achieves 
Some Measure of Relief 
for Theatre Owners 





SKEPTICAL 





Washington, June 18. 

Any move which will give inde- 
pendent theatre operators ‘relief’ 
from blockbooking and the public 
_better quality screen entertainment 
will be acceptable, Senator Matthew 
|M. Neely told Variety this week as 
'the House Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee tried to fix up a substitute for 
|his hotly-denounced bill which would 
| virtually outlaw existing distribution 
|methods and require advance syn- 
opses with every rental contract. 
| The West Virginian, for three 





yesss the industry’s worst Congres--} 


|sional gadfly, took this attitude fol- 
|lowing trade reports that a consent 
| decree making basic changes in busi- 
|ness practices looks highly probable. 
He explained he is not stubbornly 
|insisting that he alone knows the 
|formula for reducing public com- 
|plaints and eradicating what he 
|deems a reprehensible industry cus- 
tom. 

| There was little information here, 
;meanwhile, about the progress to- 
| ward a compromise of the New York 
| litigation. Justice Department sources 
| conceded ‘there has been more prog- 
| gress the last two months than in the 
| past two years,’ but declined to fore- 
|cast when—if at any time—a settle- 
}ment will be reached. Reports were 
| heard that progress is being made to- 
ward adjusting “complaints about 
rental methods, clearance, price-fix- 
| ing, ete., but officials reiterated that 
|assistant attorney general Thurman 
|Arnold is adamant on the divorce- 
iment issue and will not subscribe to 


NY “RELIEF 





Wehrenberg-Kaimann Merger of 25 
St. Louis Territory Houses Augurs 
Battle With F&M; More May Join 





It'll Help 





Hollywood, June 18. 
James Roosevelt entered a 
new name for the coin-in-the- 
slot-machine  pictures,, which 
have had the copyreaders grop- 
ing for a word that will fit com- 
fortably in a one-column head. 
Roosevelt’s tag is ‘Soundies.’ 


Slot-Machine Pix 
On Detroit Cops 
_ List for Banning 








Detroit, June 18. 

Having whitened the City’s repu- 
tation with the banning of ‘Strange 
Cargo’ and ‘Primrose Path,’ and or- 
dering out all pinball machines, the 
city fathers here, egged on by the 
theatre owners, are getting ready to 
frown on the impending invasion of 
slot-machine pix. 

From indications, with the Coop- 
erative Theatres of Michigan point- 
ing out that beerstube and winegar- 
den self-help pictures will need 
plenty of policing to keep them clean, 
under the likely heavy competition, 
the councilmen are going to get 
tough about cafeteria pictures. 

Previously they had announced 
that all materials that went into the 
nickel-in-the-slot picture machines 
would have to pass through the po- 
lice censor’s inspection. Blown up 
by the recent praise from theatre or- 
ganizations and religious groups, the 


| any plan that does not materially, if city fathers are in a mood to keep 
|not entirely, separate exhibition from |! on with their crusading. 


| production and distribution. 
Myers’ Reticent 
Some of the brush was said to have 


been cleared away in the last 10 days, | 


but, because the talks are going for- 
ward in New York and both Arnold 


a good part of the time, it was im- | 


possible to gain further information. 
Abram F. Myers, board chairman of 
| Allied States Association, reflected 
an optimistic viewpoint while keep- 
ing his fingers crossed and was un- 


| willing to make any comment yet. | 


Position of the indie leader was that 


negotiations haven’t reached a point | 
where he is ready to say whether | 
he’s satisfied. Or even whether he} 


thinks something will come from 
passing the peace pipe. 

On the legislative front, it looked 
as if the Neely divorcement bill will 
die in the Senate Judiciary Commit- 
tee refrigerator, but a chance re- 
mains that some face-saving substi- 
tute for his blockbooking-blind sell- 


ing proposal will get on the statute | 


books before Congress winds up the 
session. Now that the war trend 
makes final 


legislative situation. 


defense, Neely concedes it is improb- 
able his divorcement measure will 
:get anywhere. He is to confer with 
Judiciary Committee colleagues this 
week about resuming hearings, ap- 


‘building a record at this time. 
he indicated he may be willing to 


and Attorney General Robert L. | 
Jackson were away from their desks | 


adjournment entirely | 
| problematical, there is iron in the 


With the Senate all excited about | 


While it is not likely that sight- 
unseen they rule out such new 
amusement devices—they have left 
alone the juke-boxes in the beer- 
|} gardens and icecream parlors—some 
stringent regulations are apt to be 
created. There is that little matter 
lof licensing by which some mighty 
fees, and some healthy tax 
| money hauled in, can be erected. 





| stiff 





WORK FOR FILM EXTRAS 
OFF 25% AGAINST ’39 


Hollywood, June 18. 
Employment of extras in pictures 
| suffered a 25% decrease the first five 
'months this year over a similar pe- 
'riod in 1939. Earnings of day players 
| were $252,284 off, and there were 
| 33,214 fewer placements made. 

Central Casting reports a marked 
improvement in work distribution 
among qualified extras amounting to 
around 20%, which was offset by the 
slump in the industry’s requirements. 





A. L. Stone Used for % 


Los Angeles, June 4, 
Beyer-MacArthur agency filed ac- 


‘tion with the State Labor Commis- 


|ducer-director at 
| manding 


sion against Andrew L. Stone, pro- 
Paramount, de- 


$1,500 as 10% of his 


E | weekly earnings since Feb. 24. 
| parently by no means as determined | 
;now as he was six weeks ago about | 


Alsa, } 


_shelve the whole idea if the Justice | 


| Department people inform him they 
| see signs the conditions may be cor- 
|rected through a consent decree. 

At the same time, the war may 
| benefit the reform lobby. The House 


subcommittee named over a week 


Agency also asks the Commission 
to determine its right to future col- 
lections. 





Still looks as if the crowd—if 
anything in the end—will 


bers 
it does 


pring in something saying exhibitors 


|'ago has been working on various | 
substitutes—without holding a for- | 
mal meeting—and is due to assemble | 


in a few days to go over the altera- 
itives perfected by individual mem- 


must have the unconditional right to 
turn down any film drawing racial, 
religious, or moral objections. Neely 
indicated such a stop-gap is accept- 
able to him, and if the House should 


pass legislation of this nature he 
would not hold out in conference for 
a more inclusive proposition. 


St. Louis, June 18. 
The merger of the chain nabes 
here owned by Fred Wehrenberg, 
prez of MPTOA of eastern Missouri 


and southern Illinois, and Clarence 
Kaimann, consummated Friday (14), 
brings 25 houses under a partner- 
ship and is a forerunner to other 
indies joining. All of this portends, 
according to film row observers, to 
formidable opposish to the St. Louis 
Amusement Co.’s (Fanchon & Marco) 
string of subsequent-run theatres. 


Wehrenberg said the combined 
chain will be known as the Greater 
Independent Circuit and officers will 
not be elected until huddles with 
other indies are completed. Serving 
as spokesman for the merged in- 
terests, Wehrenberg said one of ad- 
vantages to be gained would be bet- 
ter booking arrangements and, in 
some quarters, this is believed to in- 
dicate the new organization will be 
in a position to compete with F.&M. 
for product. There has been price- 
cutting between the Amusement Co. 
and some of the 25 houses involved 
in the merger, and there is a possi- 
bility a vigorous fight for supremacy 
in the nabe field will result. 


Both Wehrenberg and Kaimann 
are vets in the exhibition field and 
recently the former reiterated his 
opposish to double and triple feature 
programs as practised by some in- 
dies and a change from that policy 
is another possibility. Eight of 
Wehrenberg’s houses are located in 
south St. Louis; the others in ad- 
joining St. Louis County, while 
those owned by Kaimann are situ- 
ated in the north end of town. 


CORWIN’S 1-PICTURE 
RKO DEAL FOR ‘TWO’ 


Hollywood, June 18. 
RKO is propositioning Norman 
Corwin, CBS writer-director, for a 


one-picture deal to work on the 
adaptation of ‘Two On an Island,’ 
which the studio will produce from 
Elmer Rice’s play. Previous RKO 
deal with Corwin fell through sev- 
eral weeks ago. That was for a 
term contract. 


Corwin is due here by plane the 
end of this week to handle three 
shows in the CBS summer series. 
First will probably be an original 
which he'll write-direct for Charles 
Laughton and Elsa Lanchester. Sec- 
ond will be to direct Ginger Rogers 
in an adaptation of the Sinclair 
Lewis novel, ‘Bethel Merriday’. 
Third is uncertain, but will prob- 
ably star Walter Huston. 


Corwin is due back in New York 
late in August. 


Cotten’s Film Bids 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Joseph Cotten, legiter who recent- 
ly came to the Coast after complet- 
ing a tour with Katharine Hepburn 
in ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ is being 
sought for the male lead in the forth- 
coming Marlene Dietrich picture. 
Mitchell Leisen is also dickering 
with him for a one-picture deal and 
Orson Welles wants him for his 
‘Citizen Kane’ for RKO. He was in 
several of Welles’ shows on Broad- 
way. 

Actor has already been tested by 
Metro and Paramount. 

















Brower’s Youth Pic 


Hollywood, June 18. 
Otto Brower gets the director 
chore on ‘Youth Will Be Served,” 
the forthcoming Jan2 Withers 
starrer at 20th-Fox. 
Picture deals with the workings 
of the National Youth Administra- 





tion camps. 
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26 Houses Over Area of 200 Miles 
Tied Into One Fox-WC Cash-Prize Gag 





San Diego, June 18. 


World's biggest cash-club hookup, 
linking 26 houses over an area of 
more than 200 miles, is being oper- 
ated successfully every week here 
by Fox-West Coast. With drawings 
held alternately from stage of Fox, 
San Diego, and West Coast, Long 
Beach, telephone conference bridge 
carries lucky numbers to one hous® 
in Calexico, two in E] Centro, 10 in 
San Diego, 7 in Long Beach, 2 in 
Wilmington, 2 in San Pedro and 2 
in Compton. 


Far-flung hookup necessitates ship- 
Ping mail-sacks of stubs and cash- 
club registration cards back and 
forth between San Diego and Long 
Beach, assembling of coupons grow- 
ing to proportions of miniature 
postal service. Awards, never less 
than $1,000 and building to $2,500, 
have been divided pretty evenly be- 
tween San Diego and Los Angeles 
Harbor area, but so far nary a win- 
ner in the Valley. Stunt now being 
duplicated by houses in Orange belt 
region, using teletype due to inabil- 
ity of indie - phone companies to tie 
cities together. 


Theatre’s $900 Suit 


Over Treasure Chest 
Racine, Wis., June 18. 


Because the Venetian (Warner 
Bros.) is alleged to have failed to 
pay him a $900 ‘treasure chest’ 
award, Frank La Boda has started 
suit against the theatre for that 
amount. Papers have been served 
on Ely Arkin, manager of the house, 
and Jack Keegan, of Milwaukee, WB 
district manager. 

La Boda charges in his complaint 
that he had duly registered at the 
theatre for its weekly award, and 
that his name was called as winner 
on May 18, with Arkin announcing 
that La Boda would receive the $900. 
After allegedly receiving an offer 
from Arkin to settle for $5 La Boda 
complained to Dist. Atty. Richard G. 
Harvey, then’ retained Leonard 
Baumblatt as his legal rep. Arkin 
denies La Boda’s claims. 


Baumblatt claims to have gotten 
—§n touch with the theatre ops and 
that they agreed to pay La Boda the 
$900 by May 31, but failed to do so, 
the theatre manager denying that La 
Boda was the winner. 

‘Treasure Chest’ was inaugurated 
at the Venetian after the d. a. had 
blacked out the theatre’s established 
‘bank night’ giveaway, and operated 
much on the same principle, the 
winner’s name being drawn from a 
drum containing the names of all 
who had registered for the prize, 
the amount of which was determined 
by house grosses, 








Settle $800 Banks 
Albany, June 18. 


A settlement for an unannounced | 


gum, was reached in private cham- 
bers of city court judge Anthony 
De Stefano shortly after Joseph 
Mancusco had taken the stand to 
give testimony on his claim he won 
$800 in a ‘bank night’ drawing at 
Grand theatre. Suit was brought a 
month ago. Plaintiff alleged in 
papers filed in City- Court that he 
won the money April 11 and that 


Too Realistic Tieup 


Lincoln, Neb., June 18. 

Exploitation with a boomerang 
was the experience of Ted Kempkes, 
of the Bonham, in Fairbury, Neb. 
He booked Par’s wind-rain epic, ‘Ty- 
phoon,’ to open last weekend. 
Day before the film’s kickoff he 
got the real thing, a deluge, accom- 
panied by a wind which yanked the 
back half of the roof off his theatre, 
doing $3,000 damage. 








‘Hollywood Premieres’ 
With All+Local Talent 
Move Into St. Louis 


St. Louis, June 18. 
Promoting miniature ‘Hollywood 
premiers,’ glorified gimmicks for 
nabes, has proved a profitable ven- 
ture for Roger Gibbons, Peoria, Ill., 
who seven years after hitting on the 


scheme has amassed a generous gob 
of folding dough and finds there is 
no diminishing of the demand for 
his specialized brand of b.o. hypo. 
Gibbons, 27, was a shoe salesman in 
a Peoria dept. store when he hit on 
the preem scheme. The -road was 
not always smooth and on several 
occasions it required high pressure 
salesmanship to convince an exhib 
that the stunt would drag in bun- 
dles of kopecs to the b.o. 

In St. Louis currently with four 
preems to his credit for the St. Louis 
Amusement Co., operated by Fan- 
chon @& Marco, Gibbons will go 
through the entire string of 31 the- 
atres ,at the rate of six a month, 
before treking to Chicago where he 
is setting another circuit deal. Al- 
though he has pulled 300 ‘Holly- 
wood preems’ Gibbons has never 
been west of Keokuk. 

His stunt is to go into the area of 
a nabe with six attractive and in- 
telligent femmes, his permanent 
staff, and solicit merchants for co- 
operation in discovering neighbor- 
hood doubles of the big names in 
the talkers and radio. When those 
most closely resembling Ann Sheri- 
dan, the Marx brothers, Mae West, 
Bing Crosby, Hedy Lamar, etc. are 
selected they are quizzed by Gib- 
bons on their dancing and warbling 
talent. If they possess neither they 
are shunted aside for others. 

Gibbons then begins rehearsals 
that last two weeks. In the mean- 
time the co-oping merchants have 
agreed to lend soup and fish, eve- 
ning gowns, jewelry, etc., to those 
who will participate in the preem. 
The theatre hops up the event by 
using trailers on the screen in which 
the merchants’ names are used, ups 
its advertising budget and further 
ballys the big night by using sound 
trucks and neon lighting the lobby. 

When the gala night arrives those 
who have survived the weeding out 
process are driven in shiny autos, 
also promoted from a dealer, to the 
theatre which is dolled up with 
Kleigs, phony news reel cameras, 
red carpets, be-decked flunkeys, etc. 
The neighborhood Mae West is es- 
corted from a patrol wagon by 








when he tried to collect a week later, 


| phony cops. The Marx brothers leap 


the theatre management refused to/ nimbly from a hook and ladder truck 


pay. 


Answering the complaint, attor-| atre. 


| that comes clanging up to the the- 
Each is given a chance to 


neys for Fast Theatres, Inc., op-| thank the management over the pub- 


erator of Grand, said Mancuso had | 


lic address system. With a band 


failed to register his name for the| furnished by the theatre, the prin- 


contest in accordance with the rules. | 





‘Prosperity’ OK in Omaha 
Omaha, June 18. 

‘Prosperity Club,’ the successor to 
Bank Night after the latter institu- 
tion failed to take the legal hurdles, 
Was given a court green light early 
this week. Municipal Judge Lester 
Palmer gave the go-ahead to the 
club after he refused to accept the 
contention of City Solicitor William 
Wenstrand that the weekly drawings 
constitute a lottery. Irvin Levin, 
attorney for the theatres (Orpheum, 
Omaha, Brandeis), argued that the 
big essential for a lotiery, namely, 
consideration, is missing. 


To bring the thing to a test, Don) 


Allen, manager of the Omaha, sub- 
mitted to arrest on a lottery charge. 
In dismissing the proceedings, the 


cipals give two 40 mins. stage shows 
with the flickers sandwiched in be- 
tween. This is all cuffo as far as 
Gibbons is concerned. 

The exploitation has heated up 
the neighborhood and the stunt fills 
every seat in the house for each of 
the two evening shows. At the 
Washington theatre in Granite City, 
Ill., Gibbons’ glorified gimmick at- 
tracted 4,000 payees which was five 
times the normal draw. Gibbons’ 
contract specifies that the admish 
scale shall not be upped for the 
preem. 

Working on a 40-60 cut with cir- 
cuits and 50-50 with indies Gibbons 
is doing all right for himself. In 
addition to the b.o. split, he receives 
what is tossed into the enterprise by 
the merchants, the tap ranging from 





$25 to $100. Alone in this particular 
field, Gibbons foresees the day when 


judge held that in reality the thea-| others will emulate his idea and he 
tres are only donating a sum of; has several other untried stunts up 
money to some person designated by | his sleeve that he is readying for 
lot and added that similar ‘donations | 


on radio are not held to be lotteries. 


poo Dae eee ee 


use and he is confident they will be 
as successful as the current one. 


Police Nix Traffic 
Slips as Theatre Ads 


Detroit, June 18. 
There's a limit on what an exhibi- 
tor can do to exploit his pictures. 
After all, he can’t go around giving 
out traffic violation tickets ordering 


the motorist to show up at his place 
and settle for the admission price. 
That’s what the courts and police 
decided here. 

Detroit’s two Drive-In theatres had 

been getting a nice lift to their busi- 
ness by going around putting tickets 
resembling parking violation notices 
on unoccupied cars. Headed ‘Park- 
ing Violation Notice,’ the tickets 
read: 
‘This ticket may be settled at 
either of the two Drive-In theatres 
at 35 cents per adult—car admitted 
free.’ 

It might still have been going on if 
certain unimaginative members of 
the general public, two bucks in 
hand, hadn’t started showing up in 
the regular traffic court here want- 
ing to know where they settled for 
overtime parking. It began to burn 
up the judges. 

They turned over the matter to the 
police who at first were stumped 
until Nathaniel H. Goldstick, assist- 
ant corporation counsel, unearthed 
an ordinance forbidding the simula- 
tion of official documents. A warn- 
ing was sent the Drive-Ins to lay off. 


KY’s 15%, TAX ON 
ALL GIVEAWAYS 


ae 


Louisville, June 18. 

New state law enacted by 1940 
Kentucky legislature became effec- 
tive Wednesday (12), taxing pic 
houses with their bank night awards, 
bingo games, or any other game of 
chance 15% of their awards, to be 
paid by the recipient, whose name 
and address must be forwarded to 
the State Revenue Department at 
Frankfort. Law applies to churches, 
clubs or any organization conduct- 


ing raffles, bingo, or any contest of 
chance involving awarding of prizes. 
Tax is assessed against the winner, 
but the manager is responsible for 
collection, and required to deduct 
tax from the prize money, or in the 
case of merchandise prize, to collect 
15% of the value of the article. 

. Has been figured out here that a 
$300 bingo prize, which is the aver- 
age top prize in this area, pays $45 
to the state if individual pays the 
amount. However, if the theatre 
manager, church, or house decides 
to pay winner the full amount, they 
can assess themselves 17.64% of the 
gross outgo. In other words, the 
state requires 15% of the net to the 
winner, which figures 17.64% of the 

ross. 

Law has caused some _head- 
scratching on the part of theatre and 
Dr. I. Q. staff. The cash giveaway 
program is now current at Loew’s 
State and giveaways are silver dol- 
lars, boxes of candy and theatre 
passes, all of which state tax officials 
have ruled are taxable. Inasmuch as 
the main point of the radio show is 
the silver dollar giveaway, it will 
probably be decided that the spon- 
sors would not like to disturb the 
even money giveaway, and will ab- 
sorb the tax themselves on the 
money and candy, which would 
amount to 17.64% of the gross, on 
each gift. Each winner will be re- 
quired to sign a card, giving his 
name and address, and this will be 
forwarded, together with the tax, to 
Frankfort, Ky. 

Has been figured out here that in 
the case of an automobile giveaway 
worth $800, winner would be re- 
quired to pay $129 tax to the state. 
Tax officials ruled that the out-of- 
town winner of the biographical 
sketch on the Dr. I. Q. program 
would be exempt, unless a resident 
of the state. This award is $250. 
However, winner of the $75 in the 
theatre who cops the biographical 
sketch prize, would be subject to 
the tax. 








STUNTER’S PERSONALS 


Philadelphia, June 18. 
Art Taber, film stunt man, is mak- 
ing personal appearances in Philly 
nabes in connection with the show- 
ing of Gene Autry pix. 
Taber makes a spiel to the kids in 
the audience, then takes his stand | 





in the lobby signing autographs, 








and wordage. 
| 


Clark Succeeds to Peacock’s L.A. Par 
Berth: Theatre-Exchange Shorts: 
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Film Exchange Divides 
Cash With Exhibitors 


Washington, June 18. 


Winner of second place in the 
Scully Testimonial sales drive, put 
on by the Universal exchanges. B. 
Bernard Kriesler, manager of U’s 
Washington office, has divided the 
cash award into two shares and is 
promoting a dating contest in his 
area. Sums ranging from $25 to $10 
will be given to theatre bookers and 
exhibitors as acknowledgement of 
their cooperation in the dating con- 
test. 

Standings will be figured on the 
basis of points. Features will be 
credited at five points; short sub- 
jects at two, newsreels at one. 


Jukus Lamm Warns 
Theatre Managers, 
‘Beware of Rackets’ 


Cleveland, June 17. 


Warnings to theatre managers to 
‘beware of rackets’ have been issued 
by Julius Lamm, district manager of 
Warner Bros. theatres in the Cleve- 
land district. Some recent tricks 
and devices which have victimized 
operators are described. He lists the 
dishonest stunts as follows: 


Racket No. 1—Screen Advertising 
Salesman. He will find out the man- 
ager’s name and approach your mer- 
chant using your approval, and sell 
him space on your screen without 
your knowledge, then blow the town 
with all the money he has collected. 
You must instruct merchants and 
warn them never to contract for 
anything in connection with your 
theatre without first consulting you 
personally. 

Racket No. 2.—This is a good one 
and generally works. It takes two 
to deceive you. The first one will 
buy a ticket and will give you a $10 
bill. On the bill there will be a name 
and address written, but in most in- 
stances the cashier will not see this 
when she is busy, as this is the only 
time it is manipulated. 

About five moments later, another 
man will also buy a ticket and give 
the cashier at the window a $1 bill, 
and when he reaches the doorman 
he will say that he was short- 
changed. He will go back to the 
cashier and demand $9 more. Of 
course, the cashier wil! tell the 
patron that he is mistaken, the 
patron then gets angry and calls for 
the manager. When the manager 
comes into the picture, the patron 
will say, ‘Why I remember now, I 
happened to write my name and ad- 
dress on my $10 bill.” The manager 
will look over the $10 bills and sure 
enough he finds the bill that the 
patron’s partner left there. The 
manager will then tell the cashier 
that she must have made a mistake 
as the patron identified the bill, and 
he will give the patron $9, and when 
he checks up at night he will be just 
$9 out. 

Racket No. 3.—This one is usually 
worked by a man and a woman. A 
woman faints in the theatre, and a 
man sitting near her will call the 
usher. When the usher arrives, he 
will politely inform the usher that 
he will help him carry the woman 
out, and will ask to have the woman 
taken into the manager’s office for 
treatment. A few minutes later, if 
the opportunity present itself, you 
will find out that this was a stick-up 
to get into your office and make you 
open your safe. Under no circum- 
stances permit anyone in your office 
unless you know him. 

Copies of the warnings have been 
widely circulated. 











Pitt Post-Gazette Nixes 
Lurid Reefer-Film Ad 


Pittsburgh, June 18. 

Morning Post-Gazette last week 
refused to accept exploitation ads on 
‘Burning Question,’ picture dealing 
with marijuana evil among school 
children, from Art Cinema, claim- 
ing they were in bad taste and out 
of line. 

Gabe Rubin, manager of foreign- 
film site, which is trying to keep 
open during summer with sex pix, 
protested but P-G management re- 
mained adamant against illustrations 
In end, Rubin agreed 
to tone it down to a regulation, in- 
nocuous ad, 


| 





Los Angeles, June 18. 
M. R. Clark, Paramount branch 
manager in Cleveland, arrives July 
5 to take over the local exchange, 


succeeding the late Carroll Peacock, 
George Elmo, Pittsburgh, moves to 
Cleveland. 


Don Hicks, Paramount salesman, 
was shifted from Los Angeles to Salt 
Lake City, succeeding Gordon Wil- 
cox, moved to Minneapolis. 





Rich’s Successor in Buff? 

Among several under considera- 
tion for managership of the Warner 
Bros. Buffalo branch, succeedin 
Charles Rich, is an_ outsider, bet 
tag ed that there will be a promo. 
ion from the ranks. Rich steps up 
to take over the Cleveland office, 
He went directly there from the 
Pittsburgh convention of the com- 
pany last week. 

Ted Mendelsohn, who has been 
manager of the Cleveland exchange, 
will continue with WB as a salese 
man. 





Rebuild Harmanus Bleecker 
Albany, N. Y., June 18. 

Out of the ashes of the Harmanus 
Bleecker Hall, destroyed by fire the 
night of May 19, will rise a new 
modern theatre, says Chris Buckley. 
Operator of picture houses in Ben- 
nington, Vt., Buckley entered into a 
21-year lease with Fabian’s Fast 
Theatres, Inc., on July 24, 1936, une 
der which the latter corporation was 
to pay $50,000 yearly rental in 
monthly installments for Harmanus 
Bleecker Hall. 

A clause in the lease on file in the 
Albany County Clerk's office pro- 
vides that in the event of total or 
80% destruction of Harmanus Bleeck- 
er Hall by fire, the owner could give 
notice that he was rebuilding, and 
thus continue the lease in force. 

The operation of the lease was 
guaranteed by Fabian Operating Co, 
and Copia Realty Corp. 

With the transfer of William Ben- 
son from New York, Universal now 
has three salesmen on its local staff. 
Two months ago, a pair of salesmen 
were dropped—Charles Weil, who 
had been stationed in Brussels, Bel- 
gium, and Irving Schiffman, from 
Boston exchange, replacing them. 
Next, Jerry Spandau was shifted 
from Des Moines to Albany as man- 
ager. Joseph Engel went back to 
Cleveland on a special assignment, 
but later left Universal to join Co- 
lumbia as salesman in Philadelphia. 

Benson was salesman here for 
RKO until last year. Leon Herman, 
who had been United Artists’ Albany 
representative, succeeded him with 
RKO. The shakeup at Universal has 
been the most sweeping at an Albany 
exchange in some time. 

Anthony Minozzi, for several years 
manager of the Colonial, Bernstein 
circuit house, has resigned to engage 
in theatre promotion activities, 
Everett Stutz, who handled theatres 
in Toledo, took his plare. Colonial, 
once used for vaudeville and stock, 
is a subsequent run in the west end 
of Albany. 





Silverman Vice Ed Lebby 
Pittsburgh, June 18. 

Dave Silverman, for years office 
manager for RKO here, named to 
sales post left vacant by resignation 
of Ed Lebby, who recently handed 
in his resignation after quarter of 
century in film biz. With Bob 
Lynch, who left Vitagraph short 
time ago and has been a Film Rower 
since 1916, Lebby has taken over 
executive post with Keystone Crank- 
shaft & Machine Tool Co. of Erie, 
Pa., of which A. E. Andrews, Em- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Legal Ghost Scares 
Off Bob Hope Preem 


Seattle, June 18. 

At last minute stunt of holding 
screening of Bob Hope in ‘Ghost 
Breakers’ (Par) in a ‘haunted house’ 
was deleted, due to legal angles, 
which might have involved theatre 
in liability lawsuits. 

Vic Gauntlett and Ed Rivers of 
Hamrick-Evergreen adv. staff, had 
rented a 10-room vacant house in 
West Seattle, and intended to have. 
the preview there. But firm's law- 
yers said it was dangerous to go 
ahead, with liability possible even 
at any future date, if victim would 
claim he was lured there through 
advertising a ‘haunted house’. Law- 
yers advised even a trespasser, if 
injured, could sue and could blame 
it all on the desire created by the 











stunt. 

That, of course, was too much for 
the press boys, and so even public 
liability insurance was out of the 
question, 


i 























— 























Wednesday, June 19, 1940 


VARIETY 


ae TE a _-__ a Sc ae ad Cal onal 





PICTURE GROSSES 9 





Torrid -Waters $33,000, Chi Okay; 
Wife’-Bardo 306, ‘Gone’ NG At 
Nabes After 21-Week Loop Run 


+> 





Chicago, June 18. 

‘Gune with the Wind’ is winding 
up currently, finishing in the Woods 
after 21 weeks. ad previously 
closed in the downtown Oriental 
after 17 weeks. Biggest disappoint- 
ment of ‘Gone’ was evidenced when 
it was taken into the nabes last 
week, and was yanked after a brutal 
week-end. Lack of nabe trade indi- 
cated two points: that everybody 
who intended to see ‘Gone’ had seen 
it in the downtown run, aad that few 

eople are going to see the picture 
wice. 

As it was, however, ‘Gone’ topped 
anything that was ever seen around 
here in the picture business. There 
was never anything like it for spon- 
taneous business appeal, a it 
brought for the first time sidewalk 
holdouts that 
around a block. 

Topping the town currently are 
‘My Favorite Wife,’ which is in the 
Oriental for a two-week stay, and 
‘Torrid Zone,’ at the Ghicago. Ori- 


’ ental is planning on a strong fort- 


night for the film on the basis of 
previous Irene Dunne clicks in this 


city. 

State-Lake has a picture tagged 
locally as ‘Gangs of the City.’ This 
is the Republic picture listed as 
‘Gangs of Chicago, but Balaban & 
Katz decided to switch that moniker 
for Chicago. 

Roosevelt takes ‘My Son’ for a 
follow-up session after a strong¢ses- 
sion at the Chicago. Also holding 
are ‘Waterloo Bridge’ at the United 
Artists and ‘Lillian Russell’ at the 
Apollo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200: 35-55-65-75) 
—Russell’ (20th). Holds for third 
week and looking for okay $3,000 
currently after 
$4,400 last week. 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000: 35-55-75)— 
‘Torrid’ (WB) and stage show. Ethel 
Waters headlining on stage. Started 
off to a good pace and indicates $33,- 
000, neat. Last week ‘My Son’ (UA) 
built strong after slow getaway and 
finished to happy $30,800, with Car- 
men Miranda on stage. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Adventuress’ (20th). In here for 
first run try, but getting nowhere 
at $3,000. Last week ‘Edison Man’ 
(M-G) dawdled thrgugh to mediocre 
$3,100. 

Oriental (Jones) (3.200; 35-55-65) 
—Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and Bill 
Bardo band unit on stage. Show and 
picture in for two weeks. Initial 
session fine $30,000. Last week ‘21 
Days’ (Col), plus Sophie Tucker on 
stage, took okay $18,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—My Son’ (UA). Moved here 
from the Chicago and coming 
through to satisfactory $6,000. Last 
week ‘Typhoon’ (Par) managed 
meek $3.900 for final seven days. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 25-40)— 
‘Gangs’ (Rep) and Ozzie Nelson band 
unit on stage. 
for this house, which comes up with 
a healthy $18,000 currently. Last 
week Louis Armstrong band on 
stage accounted for big share of the 
business at hanpv $16,600 with ‘Kil- 
dire’s Case’ (M-G). 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1.700; 
35-55-75 )—‘Waterloo’ (M-G). Hold- 
ing for another week and getting 
$8.000, profitable by good margin, 
after taking $10.900 for initial gallop 
last week. Indicated that ‘All This 
and Heaven. Too’ (WB) will follow. 

Woeds (Essaness) (1.200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.50)—’Gone’ (M-G) (21st and final 
week). Had a remarkable run here 
and at the Oriental, and winds up to 
bright $5,500 on closing notice, after 
taking fine $4,500 last week. 





‘Ghost Breakers’ Good 
$8,000 on Seattle Bally 


Seattle, June 18. 
(Best Exploitation—Paramount) 


With Old Sol turning on the heat, 
biz is in reverse. ‘Brother Orchid,’ 
in second week at Palomar, 
‘Ghost Breakers,’ at Paramount, are 
Okay. 

Tops in exploitation is for ‘Ghost 
Breakers’ at Paramount, including 
window streamers in drug_ stores; 
banners at the highschools. House 
also showing 21-minute locally pro- 
duced picture, titled ‘Class of 1940," 
which gives closeups, in groups of 
four marchers, of the 5,000 grads at 
the nine highschools. Decidedly box- 
office, as studes and parents turning 
out to see how the youngsters 
screen. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42) — ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO) (6th wk.). Good $2,000. Last 
week, same film, very nice $2,900. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—"My Son’ (UA) and 
‘Diamonds’ (Par) (2d run). Look- 
ing for fair $2,400. Last week, ‘Re- 
becca (UA) and ‘Star Dust’ (20th) 
(2d wk.-2d run), nice $2,200. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
gtecn) (2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Waterloo 


wound completely } 


Combination is good | 














} 
| 





Bridge’ (M-G-M) and ‘La Congo 
Nights’ (U). Indicated $4,500, fair. 
Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) 
(2d wk.), $3,300, slow. 

‘Liberty (J-VH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 
‘Doctor Wife’ (Col) (3d wk.). Ex- 
pect only $3000, poor, Last week, 
$3,900, fair. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Susan God’ (M-G) 
and ‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO) (2d 
wk.). Moveover from Paramount in- 
dicates only $2,100, mild. Last week, 
‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and ‘Opened Mis- 
take’ (M-G), third week, $2,500, good. 

Orpheum = (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-37-42)—‘Safari’ (Par) and 
‘Adventuress’ (20th). Looks n. g. at 
$4,400. Last week, ‘Girls Broadway’ 
(M-G) and ‘Florian’ (M-G), $3,200, 


poor. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-32- 
42)—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and 
vaude. Getting $5,000, good consid- 
ering heat wave. Last week, ‘Sat- 


urday’s Children’ (WB) and vaude, 


poor $3,600. | 
Paramount (Hamriek-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 27-37-42)—‘Ghost Breakers’ 


(Par) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par). 
Pienty of bally accounting for big 


$8,000. Last week, ‘Susan’ (M-G) 
and ‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO), $5,- 
200, good. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) and ‘Cheers 
Irish’ (WB) (2d run). Expect §$2,- 
100, okay. Last week (21-32-42), 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) (3d wk.), $2,- 
400, good. 

Winter Garden (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (800; 16-32)—‘Grapes’ (20th) 
and ‘Ghost Home’ (M-G) (2d run), 
Holding 10 days for anticipated $2,- 
600, good. Last week, ‘Slighfly Dis- 
honorable’ (UA) and ‘Broadway 


taking satisfying , Melody’ (M-G), yanked after four 


poor days, only $1,100. 





‘STORM’ WINDY 


426, TWO HUB 
SPOTS 


Boston, June 18. 








Sensational biz for this time of| 
year is being recorded here by ‘Mor- | 
tal Storm’ on dual bills at the Or- | 
pheum and State. Looks set for easy | 
holdover. Other pix are doing mod- | 
erate trade, including ‘Safari’ at the | 


Met, and the holdover of ‘Irene’ at 40)—‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Flight Angels’ ! 


the Memorial. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200;. 15-20-35-40) 
— ‘Mad Men Europe’ (Col) and ‘Love | 
Honor Baby’ (Col). Timeliness of ! 
feature helped boost biz to 


main 

around $5,000, satisfactory. Last | 
week, ‘21 Days’ (Col) and ‘Conga| 
Nights’ (U), pleasing $6,500. Al-/| 


though silent on prospects of book- | 
ing occasionally big-time vaude this | 
summer, management admits date 
for opening of fall vaude season has 
been set for Aug. 15, two or three 
weeks earlier than usual. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—Torrid’ (WB) and ‘Fugitive 
Justice’ (WB) (both 2d run). Headed 
for okay $4.000. Last week. ‘Russell’ 
(20th) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) 


| (both 2d run), $4.500. 


| 


| 


and | 





Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Irene’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
and ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ (RKO) (lst 
wk), double. holding fair gait, 
around $11,000. 
and ‘Earthbound’ 


| good $19,000. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 


40-55)—‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Those 
Were Days’ (Par). On the pale side, 
around $12,000 tops. Last week, 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Flight 


Angels’ (WB). $12,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) = and 
‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G). Almost 
filling the house every matinee and 
standing ’em up every night. aiming 
at terrific $26,000. Last week. ‘Water- 
loo’ (M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf Lady’ 
(Col) (both holdovers). $14.300. good. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Torrid’ (WB) and ‘Fugitive 
Justice’ (WB) (both 2d run). Around 
$6.000 expected. Last week. ‘Russell’ 
(20th) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) 
(both 2d run). $6,800. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Russell’ (20th) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ 
(Par) (both continued run from Par 
and Fenway). Paced at $3.500. Last 
week. ‘Hell’s Angels’ (UA) (reissue) 
and ‘Dark Command’ (Rep) (2d run), 
$3.000. a. 

State (Loew) (3.600: 25-35-40-55 }— 
‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and ‘Phantom 


Raiders’ (M-G). Headed for good 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Waterloo’ (M-G) 
and ‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col), both 


holdovers. okav $10,500. 


| (M-G) and ‘Man Nine Lives’ (Col), 


Last week, ‘Irene’ | 
(20th), dual, very | 


| weak $4,000. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of June 2@ 

Aster—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(27th wk). 

Capiiel—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variery, June 12) 

Criterion — ‘Gangs of Chicago’ 
{Rep) (2d wk). 

Globe—‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th) 
(22). 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 29) 

Music Hall—‘Our Town’ (UA) 
(2d wk). 

Parameount—‘Safari’ (Par) (19), 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 22 

Rialte—‘Hot Steel’ (U) (21). 

Rexy—‘Doctor Takes a Wife’ 
(Col) (2d wk). 

Strand—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 

Week of June 27 

Aster—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (28th wk). 

Capitol—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) 


(2d wk). : 
Criterien —‘Phantom Raiders’ 
(M-G) (26). 


(Reviewed in Variety, May 29) 
Music Hall—‘Tom Brown's 
Schooldays’ (RKO). 
Paramount—‘Safari’ (Par) (2d 
wk). 
e Strand—‘Man Who Talked Too 
_ Much’ (WB) (28). 








21 DAYS-VAUDE 
- $8,200, TOPS 
NG INDPLS 


(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 
Indianapolis, June 18. 

The only alibi downtown theatre 
|managers have for poor business 
| hangs on the wall with 30 days on it. 
| It’s June. Business has always been 
'bad in June, and it’s that way again 
this year. Good pictures won’t help | 
much, as proved by ‘Brother Orchid’ | 
dualled with*Sandy Lady’ at Indiana, | 
which is lagging far behind expecta- | 
tions. Names help a little in ‘Mortal 
Storm’ at Loew’s combined with) 
‘Phantom Raiders,’ which is leading | 
the pack, but take is below average | 
for house. Circle is also in the lower 
brackets with ‘Safari’ and 
Angels.’ 
‘21 Days Together’ is also being burnt | 
out by the sun. | 

Loew’s tied in with Flag Day to/| 
bolster opening. Showing a short 
called ‘Flag Speaks,’ Joe Halloran of | 
Loew’s got a Boy Scout bugle and | 
drum corps together and paraded the | 
downtown streets with banners call-! 
ing attention to the Old Glory show- | 


ing. 








Estimates for This Week 
Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2.600; 25-30- 


(WB). Lukewarm $5,100 Last week, | 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Saint | 
Takes Over’ (RKO) (2d wk), okay 
$6,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-30- 
40)— ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and 
‘Sandy Lady’ (U). Disappointing 
$5,000. Last week. ‘Torrid’ (WB) and 
‘Cavalcade Academy Winners’ (WB), 
puny $6000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400: 25-30-40) | 
—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and ‘Phan- | 
tom Raiders’ (M-G). Under-average 
$7.700. Last week. ‘Susan and God’ 


also off at $7.200. | 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)—‘21 . 
Days’ (Col) and Bowes unit on stage. 
Not so good §$8.200. Last week. 
‘Women War’ (Rep) and Bob Crosby 
band, weak $9,500. 


‘RUSSELL’ SLICK 186, 
B’KLYN; REST QUIET 


Brooklyn, June 18. _ 

RKO Albee with ‘Lillian Russell 
and ‘Girl in 313’ is romping ahead of 
all other deluxers in downtown area 
this stanza. Trailing is Fabian Fox 
with ‘Typhoon’ and ‘Biscuit Eater.’ 
Close behind Loew’s Met with ‘20 
Mule Team’ and ‘40 Little Mothers.’ 

Estimates for This Week | 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Russell 
(20th) and ‘Girl 313’ (20th). Top- 
ping town with bright $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Irene’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Over’ 
(RKO), quiet $15,000. 

Fex (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Typhoon’ 
(Par) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par). Fair 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Flight Angels’ * 
(WB) and ‘Women Names’ (Par), 
sluggish $9,000. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—‘Mule Team’ 
(M-G) and ‘Little Mothers’ (M-G). 
Quiet $15.500. Last week, ‘Strange 
Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Alias Deacon’: 
(U). mild $16,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Tor- 
rid’ (WB) and ‘On Own’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Unexciting $14,500. Last week, 
satisfactory $17,000. 

Strand (2.870: 25-35-40)—‘Nazi Spy 
(WB) and ‘Take This Oath’ (Ind). 
Mild $4,000. Last week, ‘Babies Sale’ 
(Col) and ‘Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep), 








| souring 


‘Cest la Guerre, Broadway Blitzed: 


‘Our Town Best, 


$78,000; Heidt No 


Pot 0 Gold, 206, ‘Orchid’ OK 276 2d 





(Best Exploitation: Music Hall) 


Moans of a bleeding Broadway 
'can be heard for miles, but New 
| York isn’t the only town that’s in 
need of a transfusion. Whole coun- 
try went to pot over the weekend, 
and only the strongest of attractions 
were able to break the fall. . 


‘Our Town’ is among new entries 
in Manhattan that is swimming 
against the tide but making some 
headway. Weekend was better for 
the Music Hall than other theatres— 
everyone downtown must have gone 
there while the balance of the street 
slept—and perhaps the gross will hit 
$78,000. This is all right, but not as 
fancy as it might have been in other 
times. Picture is in for two weeks. 


Without question the most ignom- 
inious business is being turnstiled at 
the second-run State, where Horace 
Heidt is current. Heidt’s orchestra, 
with specialty acts and entertainers, 
constitutes the whole show and the 
paychecks from the State on a two- 
i week booking will be $11,000 this 
| week and $10,000 on the holdover. 
| Even with a $100 Pot o’ Gold give- 





|away on each performance by the 
Heidt band as an added come-on, the 
theatre will be lucky to get $20,000, 
; very painful. With rent of $5,000 a 
| week off for the summer, theatre 
; will break even. Picture is ‘Strange 
| Cargo’ (Gable-Crawford), at the 
| Capitol first-run some weeks ago. On 
| Heidt’s second week State will bring 
in ‘Buck Benny Rides Again.’ 


‘Doctor Takes a Wife’ is moving 
{along slowly at the Roxy, appearing 
only about $32,000, but will be held 
nonetheless. House has mothing else 
available at the moment. 

Except for minor runs on Broad- 
' way, the rest of the downtown area 
jis on holdovers. Thought og a 
slide from a first week’s $40,000, big 
in view of conditions, best at a pos- 
sible $27,000 will be ;Brother Orchid’ 
and the Jimmy Dorsey band. This 
was the only show last week which 
lured a respectable amount of trade. 


Paramount had the two poorest 
weeks under its stangeband pol- 
icy of nearly five years with ‘Way 
of All Flesh ’and a show consisting 
of Harry James orch., Hattie Mc- 
Daniel, Bea Wain and the Ebsens. 


i 
| 


‘Flight | Grossed only $30,000 last week (1st) 
Bowes’ unit at Lyric with! and $20,000. on the holdover, wind- 


ing up last night (Tues.). Fact that 
truant officers raided the house first 
week, grabbing a flock of kids play- 
ing hookey from school, no doubt 
scared away a lot of morning and 
matinee trade among the jitteroo 
bunch. This also may be affecting 
this week's Strand and State busi- 
ness somewhat. 


Current (2d) week of ‘Edison, the 


| Man,’ is another answer to what is 


being caused by the war and con- 
tributing factors. Picture files out 
on the 14-day engagement with less 
than $15.000. The first week was also 
away under hopes at near to $30,000, 
though this is satisfactory profit for 
the straight-filmer. ‘Mortal Storm’ 
opens here tomorrow (Thurs.), 

‘Gangs of Chicago,’ at around $8,- 
800, is better than the Criterion has 
been of late, but other secondary 
first-runs are in the dumps. ‘Gangs’ 
holds. Lone Wolf Meets Lady’ will 
be lucky to top a poor $4,500 at the 
Globe, while ‘Passport to Alcatraz’ is 
at the Rialto, only about 
$5,000. 

With a heavy advance campaign 
figuring, ‘Our Town’ at the Hall is 
this week’s best-exploited feature. 
What also may be accounting for a 
healthier pace at the Criterion were 
the clever ads gotten out by that 
theatre and Donahue & Coe, with a 
different ad approach on ‘Gangs of 
Chicago’ figuring. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (27th week). It’s get- 
ting tiresome asking when this here 
picture will pull stakes. Last week 
(26th), $7,900, a little better than the 
prior (25) stanza, when it was $7,500. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1.25 )—‘Edison’ (M-G) (2d-final 
week). A really fine film, but that 
doesn't seem to count so much these 
days; this week, on holdover, less 
than $15,000, very disappointing after 
chalking up close to $30,000 the first, 
good profit, though much under what 
was deserved. ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) 
reaches the Simplex machines tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Gangs 
of Chicago’ (Rep), well sold, scored 
around $8,800, considerably over av- 
erage on first week, ending last night 
(Tues.) and will hold over. In aheaa, 
‘Florian’ (M-G), $7,500. 

Globe (1.700; 25-35-55 )}—‘Lone Wolf 
Meets Lady’ (Col). Don’t tell any- 
one, but only $4,500 or bit over, bad. 
Last week, ‘Doomed Men’ (Col), $4,- 
100, blah. 

Palace (1.700: 25-35-55) — ‘Lillian 
Russell’ (20th) «2d run) and ‘Girl in 
313° (20th) (ist run). A parlay that 


is paying off poorly, only about $7,- | 


500. This may be due in some meas- 


at the Roxy. Last week ‘Irene’ 
(RKO) (2d run) and ‘Earthbound’ 
(20th) (ist run), a very pleasant sur- 
prise, slightly over $9,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99)— 
‘Safari’ (Par) and stage platter, in- 
cluding Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, 
McFarland Twins’ band, ‘Red’ Skel- 
ton, others. opens today (Wed.) 
“Way of All Flesh’ (Par) and Harry 
James, Hattie McDaniel, Bea Wain, 
Ebsens (2d week), only $20,000, low- 
est house has hit in nearly five years 
of its current policy. First week, 
$30,000, also very disappointing. 

Radio City Music Hall (5.980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) —‘Our Town’ (UA) 
and stage show. Having a hard pull 
against conditions, but will hit about 
$78,000, pretty good, and holds over. 
Last week, second for ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO), $76,000. strong. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55 )}—‘Passport to 
Alcatraz’ (Col). Billed here as 
‘Passport to Hell,’ but it might as well 
be billed as ‘Stay Away,’ only about 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Crooked Road’ 
(Rep), $4,500. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Doctor 
Takes Wife’ (Col) and stage show. 
Moseying along and getting a little 
attention, but not much at around 
$32,000. Remains a second week, 


however. Last week they found out 
war stuff is arsenic, with ‘Four Sons’ 


(20th) getting the go-by, only $27,500. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Strange 
Cargo’ (M-G) (2d run) and Horace 
Heidt. The majority of the money 
coming in here this week will go to 
Heidt, who’s getting $11,000. House 
won’t do more than $20,000, perhaps 
less, and that’s fallen arches. Heidt 
is booked for an additional week at 
$10,000. Last week ‘Rebecca’ (UA) 
(2d run) and vaude headed by Irving 
Caesar, $21,000, also disappointing in 
view of the picture. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and Jimmy 
Dorsey, plus Maxie Rosenblum. Un- 
der a strain on the holdover, but 
should get around $27,000, okay. First 
seven days was $40,000, unusually 
fine business in the face of general 
— shyness. Remains another 
week. 


‘SCANDALS’ UNIT 
BIG $11,000 
IN K.C. 


Kansas City, June 18. 

‘George White’s Scandals’ in a tab 
| version at the Tower is drawing the 
money of the week, and house take 
is nearly double the usual run 
| Prices are upped to a 55c top for the 
first time since Barney Joffee re- 
opened the house last fall, but with 
names of Elle Logan and Ben Blue 
is standing the lift oway. Regular 
| tag here is 25c anytime. 

Qf the straight film houses only 
The Mortal Storm’ at the Midland is 
notable. Only two new film bills are 
;on the program, this and ‘Baby 
| Sandy’ at the Esquire and Uptown. 
| Newman has a holdover of ‘Brother 
| Orchid.’ 

| RKO outlet, the Orpheum. closed 











| after a two-week run of ‘Torrid 
Zone’ finished on Thursday. House 


relights June 26 for road showing of 
| ‘All This and Heaven Too’ at a top 
price of $1 and for an indefinite run. 


| Policy to follow this has not been 


set. Orpheum was closed about 10 


' 
| weeks last summer. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2.043: 10-25-40)— 
‘Sandy Lady’ (U). In on Friday and 
making light impression with $5.000 
indicated for combined houses. Last 
week, ‘Earthbound’ (20th) was 
rushed in on Saturday and played 
only six days to $4.500, low marker. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4.101: 10-25-40) 
—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and ‘Phane 
tom Raiders’ (M-G). Subject appare 
ently not pleasing today. Fairish 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Susan’ (M-G) and 
‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col). so-so $7,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1.900: 10- 
25-40)—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) for a 
second week alone. Takine average 
$5,000 after okay opening $7.000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1.500: 10-25-40) 
'—“Torrid’ (WB) closed a two-week 
j}run last Thursday. and house goes 
|dark until June 26. when ‘All This 
and Heaven Too’ (WB) comes in as 
a roadshow. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2.110: 25-460- 





55)—‘Can’t Give Anything’ (U) and 
| George White's ‘Scandals’ on stage. 
| Hike in prices indicates $11,000. far 
in advance of usual take. Last week, 
‘Bombs London’ (SR) and Art Kas- 


jure to fact ‘Russell’ had three weeks.' sel’s band, okay at $7,000. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 19, 1940 





“Saint -Hope Immense 366, Cleveland; 


‘Storm Fair $11,500, Trene Ditto 8G 








Cleveland, June 18. 
(Best Expleitation: Palace) 
1t’s Bob Hope week, with the town 
iaking the shutters off for the Cleve- 
Jand comic who is wrapping up a 
sensational gross for the Palace. On 


opening day Hope’s radio troupe, 


teamed with ‘Saint Takes Over,’ 
went $20 over Mae West’s draw. 
Four out of Saturday’s seven per- 
formances were sell-outs and a socko 
six-a-day grind on Sunday, adding 
up to nearly $20,000, pushed the unit 
over Kay Kyser’s top for the first 
three days. Whether the comedian 
can-crack Kyser’s house record of 
$38,000 for the full week is prob- 
lematical, considering the blast of 
hot weather Hope ran into. If heat 
abates a bit, he may sock out $40,000. 
Otherwise he will have to be satis- 
fied with around $36,000, which is 
colossa] here for this time of the 
year. 

With Hope milking the town, all 
of the other houses are suffering. 
‘Mortal Storm’ at next door State be- 
ing held down to $11,500, and ‘Irene’ 
at Hipp is collecting only peanuts. 

Clem Pope of Palace and Mack 
Millar played up Hope like a three- 
ring circus in one of the biggest cam- 
paigns put across by the RKO de 
luxer. Streets and billboards were 
plastered with ‘welcome-home’ ban- 
ners and posters, half-page spreads 
on Cleveland’s No. 1 boy who made 
good were planted in papers, and a 
staged preview of his broadcast 
brought out standees. 


Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3.000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Russell’ (20th). Showing better in 
second week moveover than it did at 
Hivp, $4,000. Last week, ‘Torrid’ 
(WB), on shiftover, okay $3,000. 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20-35) 
—‘Old Missouri’ (Rep) and ‘Tomboy’ 
(Mono). Fair $900 for three days. 
Last week ‘Son Navy’ (Mono) and 
‘Hidden Gold’ (Par), nice $1,100 for 
same time. 


Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—‘College Swing’ (Par) and ‘Spawn 
North’ (Par) (revivals). Bob Hope’s 
name in former is chief excuse for 
this bill, worth good $2,700 for full 
frame. Last week ‘Farmer’s Daugh- 
ter’ (Par) and ‘King Lumberjacks’ 
(WB), only mild $1,300 for four days. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Irene’ (RKO). A bantamweighter 
caught in the June squeeze, $8,000, 
so-so. Last week ‘Russell’ (20th), 
$8,500, lukewarm. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Saint Takes Over’ (RKO) and 
Bob Hope on stage with Jerry Co- 
Jonna, Brenda, Cobina and Bill Good- 
win. Radio troupe hitting a terrific 
pace as this stand’s second summer 
vaude attraction. Three cops sta- 
tioned on sidewalk to handle the 
daily ‘mobs which point toward a 
superb $36,000 or a record-breaking 
$40,000 if the thermometer behaves. 
Last week ‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G) 
with Bonnie Baker and Orrin Tucker 
on stage went stronger than pre- 
dicted, $23.000, excellent. 

State (Loew’s) (30-35-42-55) — 
‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G). As house’s 
first test-tube war drama, this one is 
getting tough opposish but lauded so 
highly by critics that $11,500 isn’t so 
bad. Last week ‘Susan’ (M-G), 
$8,500, poor. 

Stillman (Loew’s (1,972; 30-35-42- 
§5)—‘Susan’ (M-G). A. bit too 
sophisticated for this spot. Move- 
over looks like average $3,500. Last 
week ‘Waterloo’ (M-G) earned same, 
$3,500, 


War Pix Get Lincoln 
B.0.; ‘Waterloo’ $3,900 


Lincoln, Neb., June 18. 

War was declared on film row this 
week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ and ‘Women 
in War’ vying for trade, and taking 
it mostly away from “Two Girls on 
Broadway’ and ‘Of Mice and Men’ at 
the other two theatres. War theme 
is not too popular here, but gates in- 
dicate that there’s cash interest in 
the pictures, even if views are pre- 
dominantly isolationist. 

Meanwhile, the J. H. Cooper and 
L. L. Dent circuits looked for future 
closer understanding in a truce grad- 
ually being framed to cover opera- 
tions here. They have been unspar- 
ingly in battle for product and price 
for five years, but have met fre- 
quently for peace and confab of late. 

Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Lightning Strikes West’ 
(Colony) and ‘Maid’s Night Out’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Fight for Lady’ 
(RKO) and ‘On Spot’ (Mono). N.G. 
$700. Last week, ‘Monterey’ (Rep) 
and ‘Music Heart’ (Col), split with 
“Covered Wagon’ (Rep) and ‘Break- 
ing Ice’ (RKO). all right $800. 

Lincoln (Paramount-Cooper) (1,- 
$07: 10-25-35-40 )}—‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
(M-G). Women going for it and 
ocepers is for nice $3,500. Last week, 

ison Man’ (M-G), held eight days, 
got $3,700, okay. 

Nebracka (Paramount-Cooper) (1.,- 
236: 10-20-25 \—‘Renegade Trail’ (Par) | 
and ‘Two Girls Broadway’ (M-G). 








vv 


Lots of kids going for the Hopalong 
Cassidy portion, which gives house 
healthier appearance than it actually 
shows at b.o. Getting fair $2,000, 


however. Last week. ‘British Intel- 
ligence’ (WB) and ‘Child Is Born’ 
(WB). Amateur show one night 


saved the day, with total of $2,400. 


Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,886; 
10-25-40)—‘Mice and Men’ (UA). 
Yanked Friday (14) after three 
days and replaced by ‘“Turnabout’ 
(UA). ‘Mice’ garnered poor $1,000. 
on its portion. with ‘Turnabout’ 
down for six days, which should pull 
$3,700, due to dearth of comedy in 
other houses. Last week, ‘Irene’ 
(RKO), $4,000. very nice. one of very 
few showing profit in this house this 
year. 

Variety (Noble- Federer) (1,017; 
10-20-25) —'Women War’ (Rep) and 
‘Passport Alcatraz’ (Col). This 
combo heading for only $1,700, poor. 
Last week, ‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col) 
and ‘Babies Sale’ (Col), $2,200, okay. 


‘SAINT-BERLE 
$13,000, BALTO 


Baltimore, June 18. 
Avalanche of war pix not helping 
local b.o. here. Best doings being 
chalked up by Milton Berle in p.a. 
at the combo Hipp coupled to “The 
Saint Takes Over.’ Of films inspired 
by current European fracas, “The 
Mortal Storm,’ at Loew’s Century, is 
faring best, thanks to some daytime 
femme trade drawn by strength of 
Jimmie Stewart and Margaret Sul- 
lavan. Rest of town quite blah. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
40)—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G). Attract- 
ing some play on marquee strength. 
Fairish $8,000 possible. Last week, 
‘Susan’ (M-G), draw leading $10.500. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Saint Takes Over’ 
(RKO). Depending entirely on p.a. 
of Milton Berle, for sieady $13.000, 
mostly from nocturnal trade. Last 
week, ‘21 Days’ (Col) plus vaude, 
struggled along to halting $9,100. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40 )—‘Safari’ (U). Not getting 
anywhere at $4,500. Last week, ‘Bis- 
cuit Eater’ (Par), failed to attract in 
spite of valiant selling campaign, 
winding up with tepid $3.600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Four Sons’ (20th). Fairly good 
critical response no help, with $4,000 
the most possible. Last week, ‘Girls 
Broadway’ (M-G). unexciting $3,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Nazi Spy’ (WB). Repeater 
yanked after n.g. three days to less 
than $1,200. ‘Dark Command’ (Rep) 
opened today (Tuesday). Last week, 
second of ‘Torrid’ (WB). added halt- 
ing $4,800 to rather satisfying first 
round at $10,600. 


‘SUSAN’ $8,800 BEST 
IN OMAHA: REST $0-SO 


Omaha. June 18. 

Despite general sag in business, 
‘Susan and God’ at the Omaha start- 
ed briskly and looks like a nice 
$8,800 or perhaps more at the 
Orpheum. ‘Four Sons’ plus ‘Forty 
Little Mothers’ at the Orpheum will 
do well, but won’t exceed $8,300. 
‘Twenty-one Days’ at the Brendeis 
gives poorest promise of all down- 
towners, and house a rather thin 














$3,500. 
War talk. street broadcasts and 
other influences have kept them 


from the customary good openings. 
Estimates for his Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-25- 
40)—‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Forty 
Mothers’ (M-G). Should reach 
$8,300 with nice start, but it’s noth- 
ing to boast about. Last week, ‘Sat- 
urday’s Children’ (WB) and ‘Tear 
Sp eal (WB) eked out a slow 


State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25)— 
‘Virginia City’ (WB) and ‘Young 
Edison’ (M-G) split with ‘Earl Chi- 
cz go’ (M-G) and ‘Meet Again’ (WB). 
In lii-: with the general conditions. 
Looks around $1,900. Last week, 
‘Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Primrose Path’ 
(RKO), split: with ‘Allegheny Up- 


rising’ (RKO), Over Moon’ (UA) 
and ‘Ghost Home’ (M-G), barely 
beat $1,000. 


Town (Goldberg) (1.250: 10-20-25) 
—Young Buffalo Bill’ (Rev), ‘Mur- 
der News’ (Mono) and ‘Nine Lives’ 
(Col) split with ‘Whispering Smith 
Speaks’ (Cap), ‘Over Moon’ (UA) 
and ‘Virginia City’ (WB). Around 
$1.850. Last week. ‘Sky Bandits’ 
(Mono), ‘Man Tumbleweeds’ (Col) 
and ‘Half a Sinner’ (U), split with 
‘Happened Out West’ (Can), ‘It’s 
Date’ (U) prd ‘Granny Gun’ (WB), 
close to $2,100. 

Avenue - Militarv - Dundee (Gold- 
herg) (950. 600, 300; 10-25 )—'‘Virginia 





City’ (WB). and ‘Young Edison’ 


(M-G), split with ‘Meet Again’ \WB) | good at $4,000. First week, $4,900, 
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and ‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G). Slightly 
under $1,000. Last week, ‘Strange 
Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Primrose Pat 

(RKO), split with ‘Over Moon’ (UA), 
‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO) and 
‘Ghost Home’ (M-G), pretty fair at 


$1,100. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-25-40) 
—Susan’ (M-G) and ‘Opened by 


Mistake’ (Par). Opened well and 
expects a nice but not particularly 
big $8,800. Last week, ‘20 Mule 
(M-G) and ‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G) 
ran up to $8,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘21 Days’ (Col) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Lady’ (Col). Will be lucky to 
get $3,500. Last week, ‘Favorite 
Wife’ (RKO) single featured with 
Hollywood Cavalcade of Trophies 
did a swell $5,500 for a second week, 


MORTAL STORM 
FAIR $14.00 
~INWASH. 


Washington, June 18. 

Four new shows this week are 
hogging all the coin, ieaving the twd 
second runs with plenty tough going. 
Top gross is being chalked up by 
‘Turnabout’ and Clyde McCoy’s Orch 
at the Capitol, but the best profit 
will accrue to ‘My Favorite Wife,’ 
at Keith’s, which gained sock re- 
views from all critics. 

‘Mortal Storm’ also got rave 
notices, but evidently it’s too heavy 
for this time of year. ‘Slightly Hon- 
orable,’ also a favorite with the 
critics, can’t buck the opposition. 
Biggest bust of week is the revised 
‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,’ and 
yanked yesterday Monday at Met 
after four so-so days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—Turnabout’ (UA) and Clyde Mc- 
Coy orch. Latter helping to oke 
$16,500. Last week, ‘Edison’ (M-G) 
and vaude, strong $19,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Back downtown after two swell 
stanzas at Palace, but disappointing 
here with $4,000. Last week, ‘Mule 
Team’ (M-G) (2d run), light $3,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Slightly Honorable’ <WB) = and 
vaude. No help from stage and can’t 
buck apposition for more than light 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Brother Orchid’ 
(WB) and vaude, slipped to same 
figure. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO). Sock reviews 
and memory of ‘Awful Truth,’ with 
same stars, pushing this up to great 
$15,500. Last week, ‘Irene’ (RKO) 
(3d wk.), wound up with adequate 
$3,500 for five days. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘21 Days’ 
(Col). Opens today (Tuesday). ‘Con- 
fessions of a Nazi Spy’ (WB) (re- 
issue) was yanked after four days 











| Palace 


at barely passable $2,600. Last week 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) (2d run), ade- 
| quate $4,200. 

(Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 


‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G). Disappointing 
in view of critics’ raves with only 
| fair $14,000. Last week, ‘Lillian 
rn (20th), light $12,000. 

| 


‘Fave Wife,’ 7G, Battles 
Heat and War in Port. 


Portland, Ore., June 18. 
_ “My Favorite Wife,’ at Paramount. 
is drawing most of the coin, with 
comedy and cooling system fighting 
war and heat waves. ‘House Across 
the Bay,’ at Broadway, is holding 
its own, but ‘Way of All Flesh,’ at 
Liberty, was pulled after four poor 
days. 
Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40 )—“House Bay’ (UA) and ‘Sandy 
Lady’ (U). Getting okay $4,000. Last 
week ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and 
Anything but Love’ (U), good $4,400. 

Liberty (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-35-40)—‘Way of Flesh’ 
(Par) and ‘Adventuress’ (20th). 
Pulled after four days, $1,200. Last 
week ‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Beyond 
Tomorrow’ (RKO), $3,900, fair. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.,- 
500; 30-35-40) — ‘Brother Orchid’ 
(WB) and ‘Safari’ (Par) (2d run). 
hare eg 4 $2,500. Last week 
‘Waterloo ridge’ (M-G) and ‘Ange} 
Texas’ (WB), closed third stanza for 
$1,800. 

Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800: 
15-25-35 )—‘Women War’ (Rep) and 
‘Young Buffalo Bill’ (Rep) with 
vaude. Average: $3,800. Last week 
(30-35-40), ‘Son Navy’ (Mono) with 
Count Berni Vici's ‘Comedie Fran- 
caise,’ good $6,500. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO) and ‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col). 
Great $7,000. Will hold. Last week 
‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) anid ‘Saint 
Over’ (RKO), closed 13-day showing 
for satisfactory $9.500. 








United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 30- 
35-40)—‘Susan God’ (M-G) and 
‘Murder Air’ (WB) (2d wk). Stil) 


Mpls. Wants Comedy to Dispel 
War Glom; Doctor Wile’ Fair ¢ 





MONTREAL STEADY 


‘Waterloo’ BH. O. $5,000—Product 
Balancing Seasonal Drop 








Montreal, June 18. 

A brace of h.o.s and a rather more 
attractive program than average 
should balance each other for normal 
summer week take currently. Best 
will probably be ‘Waterloo Bridge,’ 
repeat at Loew’s, with gross aroun 
$5,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 }—‘For 
Freedom’ (Emp-U). Not over $3,500 
at best. Last week, ‘Torrid’ (WB), 


fair $5,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and ‘Ghost 
Home’ (M-G). Pacing for poorish 
$3,800. Last week, ‘Opened Mistake’ 
| (Par) and ‘Safari’ (Par), so-so $3,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 20-40-60)— 
| ‘Waterloo’ (M-G) (2d wk). Very 
} good first week at $8,000 should be 
‘followed by further good $5,000 cur- 


| rently. 

Princesse (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Alias Deacon’ (U) and ‘Enemy 
Agent’ (Rep). Not over $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Angel Texas’ (WB) and ‘Tear 
Gas Squad’ (WB), poor $2,300. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘House Bay’ (UA) and ‘Heaven 
Fence’ (RKO) (2d wk). Pacing for 
fair $2,000 after good $3,200 last 
week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Menaces’ (2d wk). 
Middling $1,000 in sight after fair 
$1,200 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
35)—‘L’or Dans la Montagne’ and 
‘Chauve-Souris.’ Sighting for better 
than average $3.500. Last week, 
‘Trois de St. Cyr’ and ‘Martha,’ good 


‘ORCHID’ NIFTY 
$5,000, L'VILLE 


Louisville, June 18. 

Looks like too much war type pics 
here current week, with Loew’s 
State topping twosome with ‘Mortal 
Storm’ and Rialto heading a dualler 
with ‘Four Sons.’ Fact is, barrage of 
war news via radio, newspapers and 
newsreels is usurping attention, to 
the exclusion of the downtown pics. 
So it’s natural that they don’t rush 
downtown to gander a pic on the 
same general theme. 

While ‘Mortal Storm’ at Loew’s 
State will take the best gross, bol- 
stered by Dr. I. Q. on Monday night, 
the Mary Anderson with ‘Brother 
Orchid’ and Strand with ‘Sandy Is 
Lady’ are pulling the femme trade, 
and those seeking light diversion. 

Switow Brothers’ Kentucky, sub- 
sequent on main stem, closed for al- 











terations, new balcony, elaborate 
marquee and other improvements, 
and will reopen on 27th. Third 


;Summer season of operettas opened 
Monday (17) at Iroquois Amphithe- 
atre with ‘Desert Song.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’'s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40 )—‘Irene’ (RKO) and 
‘Can't Fool Wife’ (RKO). Splendid 
follow through on moveover week, 
and pacing for neat $2,400. Last 
| week, ‘Waterloo’ (M-G) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Lady’ (Col), proved lack of in- 
terest in war pics, and: settled for 
fair $1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and 
‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G). Currently 
taking the best biz in town with help 
of Dr. I. Q. But it’s far from bumper 
biz. With two war pics on the main 
stem, evident that public gets plenty 
| Of war stuff now on radio, newspa- 
| pers and the like, and shuns the seri- 
ous, depressing stories on screens. 
From this neck of the woods, looks 
like light, frivolous and comedy pics 
are what are needed to relieve the 
tension. Current duallers pointing to 
$7,000, fair. Last week, ‘Susan’ 
(M-G) and ‘Man Nine Lives’ (Col), 
medium $6.500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB). 
Should cop splendid $5,000, and hold- 
Over indicated. Last week. ‘Torrid’ 
(WB) and Cavalcade of Academy 
Awards, wound up three-week run 
with fair enough $2,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Four Sons’ (20th) and 
‘Chan's Murder Cruise’ (20th). Will 
do well to take unexciting $6.000. 
Last week, ‘Irene’ (RKO) and ‘Can’t 
Fool Wife’ (RKO), with help of per- 
sonals of Anna Neagle and Herbert 
Wilcox at opening, put on rosy com- 
plexion for good $8,000 and move-. 
over. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- 
30-40 )—‘Sandy Lady’ (U) and ‘Conga 
Nights’ (U). Pulling juves and 
femmes at matinees, and some family 
trade wanting light entertainment 
and laughs to alleviate tension overs 
war situation. Indications are for 
profitable week, probably $3.400. nice. 
Last week, ‘Earthbound’ (20th) and 





(‘Girl 313° (20th), light $2,600, 
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Minneapolis, June 18 

Another ordinary, line-up of pice 
tures isn’t helping to relieve the boxe 
office drabness. Even the weether 
hasn’t been hot enough to drive the 
public into the air-cooled houses, 
and the entertainment-seeking urge 
seems to decline with every reverse 
suffered by the Allies in the war, 
Then, on top of all this, there’s the 
generally adverse business condi- 


d| tions which. in themselves, are suffi- 


cient to make it plenty tough all 
around. 

Among the newcomers. “The Doc- 
tor Takes a Wife,’ Orpheum offering, 
promises to finish well out in front, 
reflecting the demand for comedy in 
these unhappy times. Its showing, in 
comparison with opposition accom- 
plishments, apparently demonstrates 
an eagerness for laughs. ‘Susan and 
God,’ at the State, seems too sophis- 
ticated for the run-of-the-mill fans, 
while ‘Saturday's Children’ and ‘Two 
Girls on Broadway,’ other contend- 
ers, are not sufficiently outstanding. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Hidden, Gold’ (Par) and ‘Lone Wolf 
Lady’ (Col), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘This FE London’ (20th) and 
‘Prairie Law’ (RKO), dual first-runs. 
Fair $1,400 indicated. Last week, 
‘Hot Steel’ (U) and ‘Opened Mistake 
(Par), dual first-runs, split with ‘Hid- 
den Gold’ (Par) and ‘Three Cheers 
Irish’ (WB), mild $1,200. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB). 
Some femme appeal here, particu- 
larly, and shoppers are dropping in 
at matinees. However, will do well 
to reach light $3,000. Last week, 
‘Meet Again’ (WB), light $3,200. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-40)— 
‘Had My Way’ (U) (2d wk). Moved 
here from Orpheum. Well-liked, but 
not pulling ’em in strongly. Bad 
conditions the main reason. Mild 
$800 in prospect. Last week, ‘Women 
War’ (Rep), $600, light. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Girls on Broadway’ (M-G). Fair 
$2,500 looks about all. Last week, 
‘House Bay ’(UA), fair $2,800. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40)—‘Doctor Wife’ (Col) Local 
public going for comedies nowadays 
and this qualifies. Pretty fair $6,000 
in prospect. Last week, ‘Had My 
Way’ (U), $5,800, fair. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 25-35- 
40)—‘Susan’ (M-G). Critics had praise 
for this one, but it seems over the 
heads of many of the customers and 
audience comment is mixed. Light 
$4,800 indicated. Last week, ‘My 
Son’ (UA), poor $5,200. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Irene’ (RKO) split with ‘Benny 
Rides’ (Par). First neighborhood 
showing. En route to mild $1,600. 
Last week, ‘Rebecca’ (UA), split with 
‘Irene’ (RKO), first neighborhood 
showing, fair $2,000. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Russell’ (20th) (3d 
wk). A mild but satisfactory grosser 
here and holding up moderately well, 
but undoubtedly will bow out after 
this canto. Stretching toward ckay 
$1,700. Last week $2,000. 


Denver B.0.s Melting: 
Torrid’ Fair $8,000 


Denver, June 18. 

With Old Sol bearing down and 
giving Denver its record tempera- 
ture thus far first-runs are able to 
boast of only coverage takes for thé 
most part. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Over Moon’ (UA). Fair $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th), 
after week at Denver, was good at 
$4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40 )— 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘One 








Beautiful’ (M-G), after week at 
Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last week, 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Divorce- 
ment’ (RKO), after week at Or- 
pheum, good $3,000. 

Denham (Cockril]) (1,750: 25-35- 
40)—‘Private Worlds’ (Par) split 
with ‘Lonesome Pine’ (Par). Poor 


$3,500. Last week, ‘Typhoon’ (Par), 
good $8,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) and ‘Lone Wolf 
Lady’ (Col). Fair $8,000. Last week, 
‘La Conga Nights’ (U) with George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ on _ stage, big 
$14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Susan God’ (M-G) and ‘Curtain 
Call’ (RKO). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ «(M-G) and 
‘One Beautiful’ (M-G), good $9,300. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Earthbound’ (20th) and ‘Girl in 313’ 
(20th). Getting $3.500. fair. Last 
week, ‘Flight Angels’ (WB) and ‘Man 
Nine Lives’ (Col), nice $4,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Lillian 
Russell’ (20th), after week at each 
Denver and Alladdin, and ‘Enemy 
Agent’ (U). Looks like $2.000, good. 
Last week, ‘House Bay’ (UA), after 
week at each Denver and Aladdin, 
and ‘Tomboy’ (Mono), ditic, 
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War Rough on Philly Biz; Davis-Boyer| FAVE WIFE: $7,000, | War Pix Prove Blight on L. A.; Sad 
$16,900 for 4 Sons, ‘Road Back’ 186 


Fair $18500, Mortal Storm’ OK 16446 








Philadelphia, June 18. 
(Best Exploitation: Earle) 


With the news from overseas hang- 
ing like a pall over Philadeiphia, 
theatre-goers are shunning the tear- 
jerkers and looking for laughs as 
a gloom =O oe sauna 

spite u ric , 
&.. oa Pa noltvhes, ‘All This 
and Heaven, Too’ is proving that 
morbidity in these times doesn’t pay 
off. The Davis-Boyer starrer is fall- 
ing far short of expectations. 

Preem was sold out to the Emer- 
gency Aid for the Allies, composed 
of socially prominent Philadelphians. 
Officials of the French and British 
consulates were guests of honor. 
Also present were 10 girls, finalists 
in the Philly Record’s ‘Cinerella’ 
contest, the winner of which re- 
ceived a Bette Davis trophy and a 
week's trip to the World’s Fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42- 
57)-—’Saturday’s Children’ €WB) (3d | 
run). Only mediocre $2,800, but | 
laps ahead of poor $2,400 for last 


week's showing of ‘Edison Man’ 
(M-G>. 
Boyd (WB) (2,560; 32-42-57-68)— 


‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (3d wk.). 
Screwball comedy snagging neat $9,- 
009 for six days of third sesh. Pulled 
for opening of .‘Susan and God’ 
(M-G) tomorrow (Wed.). Good $13,- 
500 last week. 

Earle (WB) (2,350; 75-1.14)—‘All 
This’ (WB). Reserved seat scale and 
big league exploitation aren’t pay- 
ing off fancy dividends. Advance 
sale almost nil. Only fair $18,500. 
Will, probably hold for one more 
week. Last week, ‘Torrid Zone’ 
(WB), bright $9,000 for six days of 
third week. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Dropping off to $10,000 for six days 
of second lap. Opening round nice 
$17,200 on strength of marquee draft. 

Kartton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
— ‘Earthbound’ (20th). Initial run 
at this second run showcase is bring- 
ing dismal $2,700. Last week, ‘Irene’ 
(RKO), solid $3,100 for second week 
of second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68) 
—Turnabout’ (UA) (2d run), No 
names, but still fair $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Typhoon’ (Par), poor $2,900 
for subsequent run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) 
—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G). Huzzahs 
by pic-ganderers is counteracting the 
sad theme and chalking up okay 
$16,500. Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ 
(20th), mediocre $10,000 after hefty 


initial week. : 

Stanton (WB). (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) (2d run). 
Moveover from Stanley hypoing 
Faye starrer to even $5,000. Last 
week, first-run for ‘Star Dust’ (20th), 
poor $3,700. 


SUSAN, $11,000, 
SLOW IN BUFF: 


Buffalo, June 18. 

Bad biz continues to bomb Buffalo 
b.o.s with the current stanza look- 
ing like one of those ‘Let’s-go-here’s- 
where-we-came-in’ sessions. The 
order of the week is the same—biz 
bad, only more so and no relief in 
sight. 

Louis Armstrong’s revue is hop- 
ping up the take somewhat at the 
20th Century for the best marker in 
town. ‘Susan and God’ at the Buffalo 
is decidedly torpid and the rest of 
the town’s tallies are dragging bot- 
tom. 





Estimates for This Week 


Buffale (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Susan’ (M-G). No answer to a 
showman’s prayer. Around $11,000, 
tepid. Last week, ‘Safari’ (Par) and 
Bowes unit on stage, moved up to 
strong close for fair $14,700. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 

—Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Chan’s 
Murder Cruise’ (20th). Soft $6,500. 
Last week. ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) 
and ‘Mad Empress’ (WB), slipped off 
sharply to disappointing $6,000. 
/ Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)— 
Earthbound’ (20th) and ‘Gaucho 
Serenade’ (Rep). In low gear for 
dull $3,500. Last week, ‘Those Were 
Days’ (Par) and ‘Phantom Raiders’ 
(M-G), tame $3,600. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—'Babies Sale’ (Col) and ‘Three- 
Mile Limit’ (Col). Looks like sickly 


$3,500. Last week, ‘Sandy Lady’ (U> 
ys ne Agent’ (U), turned 
wobbly and dro a +4 i 

py ng ppe o dismal 


20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000; 
25-40)—'Crooked Road’ (Rep) and 
Louis Armstrong Cotton Club Re- 
vue on stage. Strong night business 
should send this to over $12,000. 
Okay. Last week, ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO) and ‘Saint Takes Over’ 
‘RKO> (3d wk), rounded out three 


ow 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gress 
This Week.......... a5 1,424,600 
(Based on 26 cities, 171 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
ee 
Total Gress Same Week 
Last Year...... +... - $1,299,100 
(Based on 27 cities, 169 theatres) 


ed 


War Boom, Vaude 
Hypoing Detroit: 











Detroit, June 18. 

Alternate vaudeville seems to be 
doing the trick during those sluggish 
hot months here. A week ago Bob 
Hope woke up downtown business 
with $50,000 at the Michigan and cur- 
rently Eddie (Rochester) Anderson 
is bringing the Fox up to a healthy 
gross. Stage shows have diverted 
plenty of attention to the downtown 
first-runs with the result that the 
seasonal slip-off hasn’t skidded as far 
down as was expected. Too, the fact 
that war orders have started to hypo 
the town’s major industry, the auto- 
motive, isn’t to be disregarded. 

Plenty of holdovers continue here, 
with most of the stage houses work- 
ing off the inferior product in con- 
junction with vaudeville and push- 
ing back the major pictures for the 
weeks when the screen alone has to 
do the trick. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘High School’ 
(20th). Former was moved over in 
mid-week from Fox and should get 
o.k. $6,000. Last week, ‘Russell’ 
(20th) and ‘Passport Alcatraz’ (Col), 
also a moveover, fair $5,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Lone Wolf Lady’ (‘Col) and 
stage show. Latter, headed by 
Rochester, Betty Hutton and Frankie 
Masters band, will help this to a 
nifty $23,000. Rochester playing only 
six days, rest of show for seven. Pic- 
ture with shorts remains eight days 
to bring bill up to Glenn Miller stage 
appearance (June 21). Last week, 
‘Four Sons’ (20th) and Conga Nights’ 
(U), dull $12,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) — ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) 
and ‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G). Ex- 
pectations not above average $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) 
and Bob Hope troupe, playing six-a- 
day, roared up strong for whole 
week to q terrific $50,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000: 30-40-55 )—‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) 
and ‘Edison Man’ (M-G). This pair 
is combination of last week’s toppers 
at Michigan and United Artists and 
indications are a good $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Torrid’ (WB) and ‘Waterloo’ 
(M-G) (both 2d wk, 2d run), okay 
$7,000. : 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-55 )—‘Irene’ (RKO) and 
‘Florian’ (M-G). 
week, ‘Edison’ (M-G) and ‘All True’ 
(WB) (2d wk), a solid $9,000 on top 
of first week's $13,000. 


‘Storm’ Fine $13,000, 
Proy.; ‘Sons’ Weak 5G 


Providence, June 18. 

‘Mortal Storm’ at Loew’s is alone 
in the higher brackets this week. 
Other stands holding out with mostly 
so-so fare and remakes. ‘Four Sons’ 
at Majestic doing poorly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and 
‘Murder Air’ (WB) (2d run). Step- 
ping along to good $2,500. Last week, 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘Di- 
vorcement’ (RKO) (2d run), $2,300. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-25)—‘Mar- 
shal Mesa City’ (RKO> and ‘Isle Des- 
tinv’ (RKO). Looks weak $2,800 on 
this one. 





Love’ (U), so-so $3,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Love, Honor 
Baby’ (U). Couple weakies looking 
for meager $5,000. Last 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Murder 
Air’ (WB), good $7.500. 

State (Loew) 
‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and ‘Over 
Moon’ (UA). Pace generally peppy 
and promising swell $13.000. Last 
week, ‘Our Town’ and ‘Son Guilty’ 
(Col), very weak $7,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2.000; 25-35-50)— 
Mob’ (Par). 
of too big a dose of war 
Program should end up with only 
fair $5.000. . Last week. ‘Safari’ (Par) 
and ‘Those Were Davs’ (Par). with 


two-day appearance of Lynne Over- 
man, Muriel Angelus and J. Carroll 





slauzas with nice $5,500. 


3.h. $6,000. 


Naish, n. 





Wolf -Roch. 236 











"Women in War’ (Rep) and ‘Queen of | 


8 li her on 
LOOKS ine anne cast | ‘Four Sons’ (20th). 


i didn’t rate this one-two-three with 


Memphis, June 18. | 

The ‘Wives’ have it on Main Street 
here this week. ‘My Favorite Wife’. 
is setting a merry pace in a fairly ! 
dull town, and the only other flicker 
doing any business is ‘Dr. Takes a 
Wife.’ 
‘Two Girls on Broadway’ is no 
great shakes for the local Warner. | 
‘Four Sons,’ at State. drew enthu- 
siastic notices in the press, as did all 
the pictures of the week, but busi- | 
ness is poor. H 
Estimates for This Week | 


Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-30- 
40)—‘Four Sons’ (20th). Leontovich 
name apparently frightens Dixie cus- 
tomers; looks for only $2,500, poor. 
ian week, ‘Irene’ (RKO), $5,200, | 
g 


Warner (Warner) (2,300: 10-30-40) 
—‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G). Musical 
is suffering at boxoffice. Might get | 
$3,800. Last week, ‘Flight Angels’. 
(WB) (four days) and ‘Nazi Spy’ ; 
(WB) (three days), $2,600, poor.* | 


New Malee (Lightman) (2,800; 10- | 
30-40)—‘Dr. Wife’ (Col). Young- | 
Milland combine, comedy angle and 
good reviews should hold this one 
to steady $5,000. Last week, ‘My . 
Way’ (U), $3,700, weak. | 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
30-40 )—‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO). Suc- 
cess of principals in past domestic 
farces insures good draw for this. 
one. May better $7,000. Last week, 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G), $4,700, tepid. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-20- 
30)—‘La Conga Nights’ (U) split 
with ‘Hot Steel’ (U). Just fair at 
$1,500. Last week, ‘Son Navy’ 
(Mono), three days; ‘Seven Gables’ 
(U), two days; ‘Stage Coach War’ 
(Par), two days, $1,600, okay. 


‘STORM’ $9,000 








{ 


IN LIMP CINCY: ‘Russell’ (20th) closed below *veraR on 313° (20th). 
j Oo 





Cincinnati, June 18. | 
Main-line pic traffic just an edge} 
above last week, yet dulled consider- | 
ably by Europe’s chaos. ‘Mortal | 
Storm’ in magneting front money this 
week, but count is under par for the 
Albee. Close behind is ‘Typhoon’ at 
the Palace. Other new product, ‘One 
Million B. C.’ and ‘Flight Angels,’ at 
the Lyric and Keith’s, doing okay 
and limp, respectively. 


‘Turnabout, 186, ‘Trene’ Fine $17,500 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gress * 
This Week............ $225,700 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year.............$250,300 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


‘Ghost’ Fair 156 
In Mild Frisco; 





Wite’ 2d $14,000 





San Francisco, June 18. 

Weekend biz was felt heavily at 
Golden Gate as first week of ‘My 
Favorite Wife’ jumped to a high $20,- 
000. Current sesh looks like $13,000. 
Biz mild at other houses. Only new 
pix which look like fair grossers are 
‘Ghost Breakers’ at Fox. $15,000, and 


‘Brother Orchid,’ $14,000 at Para-' 


mount. ‘ 
_ ‘My Son’ is doing fair with $5,500 
in fourth week at United Artists. 


Estimates for This Week 


—4 





‘ Hollywood, June 13. 

Gloom is thicker than a London 
fog on the first-run front. How- 
ever, it’s all not a total loss as there’s 
a lesson to be learned from some of 
the spots where pictures touching on 
the unpleasantness of war are hold- 
ing down marquee space. Three 
such films in the past two weeks 
provide ample proof that the publie 
goes to a theatre to get away from 
war in conversation, in the papers 
and on the radio and thrusting it 
upon them on the screen is anathema 
to trade. 


‘Four Sons’ at the State-Chinese is 
dragging these deluxers down to the 
lower levels, and ‘The Road Back’ 
is making the Hawaiian operators 
see red. Last week it was ‘Nazi 
Spy’ which scraped bottom in the 
Warners houses. 


‘All This and Heaven Too’ was off 
to a blitzy start, with $5,000 in the 
till for the $5.50 premiere, but bogged 
later. ‘Turnabout’ caught on at the 
WB dual stands, grinding out a trim 
$17,800. French stage show saved 
the Paramount from comptete dis- 
aster as ‘Way of All Flesh’ held 
little lure for the payees. ‘Irene’ 
caught on at the RKO and Pantages 
and should help dispel the clouds. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 83- 
1.10-1.65)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Off 
| to a bangup start with $5,000 gath- 
ered on the $5.50 premiere, but 
thén easing off. Last week, 24th of 
‘Gone With the Wind’ (M-G), slick 








Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Ghost | $11,500. 


Breakers’ (Par) and ‘Lucky Cisco 
Kid’ (20th). Fair $15,000. Last week, 


at $13,000. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 35-55) 


Second week will do good $14,000, 
after fine $20,000 first session. 


|—Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and vaude, | W&ek: 


| Chimese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
| 30-40-55-75)—‘Four Sons’ (20th) and 
Customers scarce 
n this heavy war drama and biz 
thudded to a sickly $7,400. Last 
‘Susan’ (M-G) and ‘Florian’ 
(M-G), okay $12,000 for these times. 


| Downtewn (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 


Orpheum (F & M) (2,440: 30-40) | 65)—‘Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Fugitive 


—Alias Deacon’ 
Sale’ (Col). 
‘Sandy Lady’ (U) and ‘Conga Nights’ 
(U), low $6,000. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 30-40) 


|—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Those | 
Were Days’ (Par). Fair $14,000 ‘Tor- | 


rid’ (WB) and ‘Cavalcade of Acad- 





Shubert is slated to go dark Friday 


(21) for remainder of warm weather. | 
It is Cincy’s lone vaudfilm theatre) 


and has been running straight screen 
for last few weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42 )-—‘Mor- | 
tal Storm’ (M-G). Mild $9,000. Same 
last week on ‘Susan’ (M-G). 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 33-42)— 
‘Susan’ (M-G). Moveover from Albee 
for second week. Under par $3,000. ' 
Ditto last week with ‘Doctor Wife’. 
(Col) (2d run). 
Family (RKO) = (1,000: 
(Continued on page 18) 


emy Awards’ (WB), moveovers poor 
| $5,200. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-40) 


|—‘Russell’ (20th), moveover. Poor | 
| $3,500. Last week, ‘Edison Man’ 
(M-G) also poor $3,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35-) 
55-75 )—‘My Son’ (UA): Fair $5.500 
for fourth week. Last week, fair 
$6,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 


‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Murder in 


the Air’ (WB). Poor $10,000. Slightly | 


better biz last week with $10,500 for 


13-25)— | ‘Susan and God’ (M-G) and ‘Murder 


in Air’ (WB). 


~ Pitt Wants Laughs; ‘Wife’ 17146 


‘Biscuit Eater’-Tucker Okay $20,500—‘Son’s Dragged 


Nice $10,000. _ Last | 


to $4,000 by War 


(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 
Pittsburgh, June 18. 
Biz this week isn’t so bad consid- 
ering the weather and the jumpy | 
state of everybody’s nerves. One 


'than $4,000. Last week, ‘Adventur- 


ess’ (20th) and ‘Conga Nights’ (U) 
even under that. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- | 


50)—‘Favorite Wife’ «(RKO). This is 


thing it’s proving, and that is the | the kind of stuff they’re shopping for 


customers want to laugh these days, | 


| which accounts more than anything 


else for the socko biz ‘My Favorite 
Wife’ is doing at the Penn. Dunne- 


|'Grant starrer giving Loew spot the 


most respectable gross it’s had in| 
months, and a cinch to stick at the, 
Warner for second week. 

Combo of ‘Biscuit Easter’ and Or- 
rin Tucker at Stanley will turn out 
fair enough, although not what WB 
deluxer expected of band, which is 
getting heavy sugar, and was looked 


Last week,’ Human Mon.- | for to = at least couple of grand 
ster’ (M ) and ‘Anything But | more than what it looks like now. 
rete — 4 . . | ‘Four Sons’ doing very little at Alvin, | 
| proving theory that this is no time 
|to depress ’em. H.o. of ‘Torrid Zone’ 
iat Warner is going along at neat 


week, | clip. 


In addition to plumbing every | 
available tie-up on Tucker, including 


(3.200: 25-35-50)— | radio, musie shops, record stores and 


flock of stunts for maestro and Bon- 


'nie Baker, Stanley also did a nice 
| job of selling ‘Biscuit Easter’ as one 
'of the surprise pix of the year 
| helped out plenty in latter respect. 


Crix 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50 )>— 
Newspaper gang} 


the original, and pointed out ‘that 
headlines had already dated the 
theme. Added to this, nobody seems to 
be buying tears, particularly of this | 
sort, these days, Can't see better! 


‘with around $1,800 in prospect. 


| good, 
pected, and at present pace is geared | 
to wind up around $20,500, satistac- | 


‘ -..! dustice’ (WB). 
Poor iia tan oe | its. nosedive and posted $9,300, which 


and biz is backing up the critics, who | 


are hailing it as the best comedy of 
the season so far. Certainly best biz 
this spot has done in a long time. 
Heading for at least $17,500, which is 


great in light of what grosses have | 


been here of late. 
Friday (21) and a second week. Last 
week, ‘Torrid’ (WB) pretty good at 
$13,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Brother 
Orchid’ (WB). Brought 
h.o. after playing at Stanley, where 
it had stage support. Doing just fair, 
Last 


Heads for Warner | 


here for | 


week, ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) no dice at all, | 
$1,000. 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 35-40)— 


‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col) and ‘Babies 
Sale’ (Col). This twinner is just 


passing the time here, and not much | 


of that. 
lot. Last week, ‘Mad Men Europe’ 
(Col) was another proof that the war 
stuff is out. Around $900, brutal. 
Stanley (WB) (3.600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) and Orrin 
Tucker-Bonnie Baker. Biz, while 
isn’t what management ex- 


Last 
Sammy Kaye and ‘Brother 


tory, but hardly spectacular. 
week. 


Orchid’ (WB) finished strong to get | 


just a few bucks short of $20,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)-— 
‘Torrid’ (WB). Shifted here from 


If it gets $1,000, that'll be a’ 
jjan’ (M-G). 


| show. 


House came out of 


| will call for extra days. Last week, 
| six days of ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and 
‘Angel from Texas’ (WB), just under 


| $3,000, deen in dismal scarlet. 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 30-40- 
'55)—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (12th wk). 
| Finale off to $2,200 and $600 under 
| previous week. House tucked away 
$61,000 on the dozen stanzas. 


Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-40-55-75) 
|—‘Road Back’ (U) and ‘Framed’ 
| (Col). Just another evidence of pub- 
| lic antipathy to war pictures. Lucky 
‘to get past $1,800. Last week, ‘So 
This London’ (20th) and ‘Old 
| Missouri’ (Rep), $2,100. 
| Hellywoed (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55) 
—‘Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Fugitive 
from Justice’ (WB). Picture’s title 
|quite appropriate after last week’s 
darkest days. Stout $8,500 through 
the wicket. Last week, ‘Nazi Spy’ 
(WB) and ‘Angel from Texas’ (WB), 
six days, down to where they don’t 
like to talk about it, $2,700. 
Orpheum (Bway) (2,280; 30-40-55) 
—‘Three-Mile Limit’ (Col) and 
‘Courageous Dr. Christian’ (RKO), 
| second run dual and stage show. 
Just drew the regulars and no more, 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Son Navy 
| (Mono), ‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep) and 
| stage show, $8,500. 
| Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
| ‘Irene’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Takes Over’ 
|(RKO). Pulling Hollywood house 
‘out of the doldrums with $9,000. 
{ Will hold over. Last week, ‘21 Days’ 
1 (Col) and ‘Alias Deacon’ (U), stim 





| $6,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55- 
|75)—‘Way All Flesh’ (Par) and stage 
‘La Vie fParee’ on_ stage 
credited with most of the slim $13,- 
000. Stage show will hold over with 
next program. Last week, ‘Typhoon 
(Par) and stage show (2d wk), $11,- 


000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-40-55)— 
‘Irene’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Takes 
Over’ (RKO). Musical more to the 
liking of this clientele and should 
finish off with $8,500 which spells a 
hold-over. Lasts week, ‘21 Days’ 
(Col) and ‘Alias Deacon’ (U), just 
plain bad at $5,600. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414; 30-40- 


| 55-75)—‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Girt 


313° (20th). Better off than _ its 
Hollywood day-dater at $9,500 but 
plenty off norm. Last week, ‘Susan’ 
(M-G) and ‘Florian’ (M-G), topped 
the town at $13,700. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-40-55 )—‘Susan’ (M-G) and ‘Flor- 
Mild $2,800. Last week, 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Giris 
Broadway’ (M-G)., $3,400. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296; 30-40-55) 
—‘Susan’ (M-G) and ‘Florian’ (M-G). 
Around $6,300. Last week, ‘Edison 
|Man’ ¢(M-G) and ‘Girls Broadway” 
(M-G), $6,500. 


——~—— 


Penn and satisfying everybody with 
nice enough $4,700. Last week, ‘Flight 
Angels’ (WB) and ‘Phantom Raiders” 
(M-G) better than the usual double 
bill here at $4,250. 
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VARIETY 
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WARIEYY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 


Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 





France's Capitulation Means Complete 





Blackout of Europe for U: S. Pix 





France’s capitulation to the Axis 
Powers constitutes a complete black- 
out of the European market for 
American film companies. That's the 
consensus of opinion among picture 
executives in New York, who further 
envision the new Nazi victory as 
representing a threat to the highly 
profitable market in Great Britain 
(40-50% of all foreign revenue of 
VU. S. distributors). 

Only an eafly peace, with England 
retaining contro] of the British Isles, 
would help remedy a dismal outlook 
for overseas distribution; otherwise 
‘ag combined invasion by German- 
Italian forces would badly damage 
all business on the British Isles. 

Summary this week revealed no 
money presently coming from Nor- 
way, Finland, Denmark, Belgium, 
France or Holland, though cables are 
being received regularly from Den- 
mark and Norway, indicating busi- 
ness is nearing normalcy. Italy was 
lost as a foreign market more than 
a year ago, when American majors 
withdrew. : 

But the entrance of Italy into the 
conflict likely will force all countries 
bordering on the Mediterranean into 
the war, with the loss of these mar- 
kets, delay in shipments and freezing 
of coin. Right now film companies 
are finding difficulty getting prints 
into these European and Balkan 
countries because of the British 
blockade and counter-blockading by 
the Italian navy. No regular ship- 
ments so far are going into Belgium 
and Holland,® although distributors 
hope to restore business. 

Some Consolation 


About the only cheerful outlook on 
the French situation is that appar- 
ently not many theatres have been 
damaged, and there is hope for nor- 
mal restoration of business. How- 
ever, to most U. S. distributors actual 
government contro] will have to re- 
yoain in French hands if they expect 
to go forward as in the past. Only 
the three majors which always have 
carried ’on in Germany otherwise 
would be able to do business, it is 
feared, and even for them it would 
be a heavy blow to normal biz if the 
Nazi blocked-currency practice is 
pursued. Indications in recent cables 
were that few theatres had been 
damaged in northern France because 
of the swift nature of the German 
advance. 

Repercussions. after the conflici 
probably will put a severe crimp in 
business, however, according to ex- 
pressions of foreign chieftains. Also 
many are inclined to fear internal 
irouble in several countries. 

American companies have been 
shipping abroad on French and Brit- 
ish boats kFecause belligerent vessels 
assured the best chance for safe ar- 
rival at points of destination. This 
means that the film must go on slow 
ships, must be convoyed and taken 
via an indirect route. 


'suit in N. Y. supreme court against 


$12,500 Suit Over U.S. 
Rights to Polish Pic 


Cummins Pictures, Inc., has filed 





Benjamin Brodie and the Premier 
Trading Corp., seeking $12,500 dam- 
ages for alleged breach of contract 
on ‘the distribution of Polish picture 
whose title remains undisclosed. 

A contract was signed between the 
plaintiff and Premier Dec. 19, 1938, 
providing for Cummins to distribute 
the film, and it is asserted $2,500 was 
spent in revision and modification of 
the film to enable it to pass the cen- 
sor boards. It is alleged that. in 
May, 1939, Brodie induced Premier 
to breach the agreement and give 


Mild So. Am. Upbeat 





Scuth American _ business, 
Gropped by European picture 
companies through non-delivery 
of product because of the war, is 
being picked up by American 
distributors, according to Gug- 
lielmo Valdievese, 20th - Fox 
manager, at Maracaibo, Vene- 
zuela, who arrived in N. Y. last 
week, 

Valdievese will confer with 
home office officials and also go 
to the Coast before returning to 
Venezuela. He said he’s encour- 
aged ovér strides made by South 
American producers in recent 
years. 


907, OF BRITISH 
~ FOUITYITES 











the distribution to him. ‘Damages’ 
of $10,000 through loss of profit are | 
sought on this count, making $12,500. 


in all. i 


Control of Wealth 
Feared in Aussie 


By US. Film Cos. 


Melbourne, June 18. 
Australian government will con- | 














|ing it sweeping power to regiment 


sider a bill modeled after Great | 
Britain’s legislation of May 22, giv-| 
money, men and resources, laa 
Parliament meets Thursday (20). 
This would provide unlimited power | 
to tax and take property. : 
Prime Minister Robert G. Menzies 
outlined these sweeping measures in 
a radio address Sunday (16). 
| 





Report on the drastic measures 
being planned by the Australian 
government has brought increased 
fears among American distributors 
that the former might frame regu- 
lations tying up additional distrib 
coin besides the present 50% freeze. 

American foreign department 
chiefs huddled Friday (14) in New 
York to work out allocation of| 








money permitted out of Australia | 
under present basis. 
| 


Pratchett Optimistic 
Over Mex Picture Biz 








A. L. Pratchett, Paramount’s Cen- 
iral American manager, who pres- 
ently is in New York from Mexico 


Idea of the time consumed in mak- | City for huddles with John W. Hicks, 


ing shipments to Europe was report- | 5, 


ed by one major company this week. 
Batch of prints consigned to England 


ihe first of the month is not due to | 


reach British port until June 25 or 
shortly thereafter. 





Hungary Bars Dual Bills | 


Par’s foreign chief, has ex- 
pressed himself as optimistic over 
business in Mexico. 
generated by theatre expansion and 
‘the remodeling forced by new 
| houses, according to Pratchett. Biz 
| generally has been very poor below 
the Rio Grande. 


Regarding the proposed 25% of 


To Conserve Pictures American distributor profits being 


Budapest, June 3. 

Owing to wartime shortage of pic- 
ture imports, subsequent-run_the- 
atres, which were permitted to pre- 
sent two features on one program 
during the summer season, are no 
longer allowed to do so. Minister 
of interior’s decree has put the ban 
on the last remnants of the dual bill 
system. 

Other method proposed to tide 
over shortage during the summer 
months, when no new features are 
released and even the past season's 
hits are withheld from neighborhood 
theatres, is revival of old silent hits 
such as Valentino or Chaplin fea- 
tures. So far, the good-old-days’ 
siunt has always worked, if only for 
a limited period. 





ARMOUR BACK TO EUROPE 


Reginald Armour, RKO European 
manager, left New York for Europe 
Saturday (15) on the Atlantic Clip- 
per after about three weeks in the 
VU. S. 

He had conferred with Phil Reis- 
man, foreign manager, und other 
homeoffice executives, 


held within Mexico for native pro- 
|duction, Pratchett says that the prop- 
|osition has gone only as far as a re- 
|quest from the studio workers’ union, 
| which is seeking a decree from 
President Lazaro Cardenas. 


Opening of the largest theatre in 
| the world, the Colonial in Mexico 
|City, last June 1, he described as 
giving plenty of impetus to other 
theatres in remodeling to hold busi- 
ness. Colonial has 7,280 seating ca- 
pacity and is being operated as a sec- 
ond-run by Oscar and Samuel Gra- 
nat. Additional seating capacity also 
has been supplied this month in 
Mexico by the opening of the Varie- 
dades, Guadalajara. It is a 4,500- 
seater operated first-run by Manual 
;and Ernesto Espinosa. 








PARIS TO BUDAPEST FOR U 
Budapest, June 3. 

Louis Foldes, Universal’s distribu- 
tion manager for central-eastern Eu- 
rope and Scandinavia, moved his 
Faris office to Budapest. 

This is a more expedient distribu- 
lion center under present circum- 
) stances. 








as 


| did 


As New Theatres Open! 


This is being | 


JOBLESS 


London, June 4. 

British Equity claims unemploy- 
ment in the ranks at over 4,000, 
about 90% of the total membership 

Big smack came with the German 
advance into France, necessitating 
the withdrawal of around 200 stage 
folk operating in shows behind the 
lines. All were contracted perform- 
ers under banner of N.A.A.FI. (Navy, 
Army and Air Force Institute), and 
ostensibly set for term engagements; 
war clause voided such contracts and 
landed the players back home, 
washed up. 


Kate Smith 


Continued from page 3 


was released Jast wéek and was 
showing at the Roxy, N. Y. 

Darry] Zanuck wanted Collins to 
heve Eugenie Leontovitch do a por- 
tion of the story on the Smith hour, 
but when Collins balked she made 
her radio debut on this show in a 




















|romantic backstage piece instead of 


‘Four Sons,’ Zanuck and 20th-Fox, 
reported miffed, could not do any- 
thing about it. 

For the first two broadcasts before 
the series goes off the air for the 
summer, Collins will -offer a solid 
comedy show this Friday (21) and 
a repeat of the ‘Johnny Appleseed’ 
dramatic fantasy for the June 28 
finale. That will be in line with 
his determination to stress comedy 
and Americanism themes while the 
public morale is shaken by events in 
Europe. 

This week’s show will bring two 
‘teams of comics, Abbott and Cos- 


'tello in the regular bit, plus Willie 


and Eugene Howard. There will be 
no guests on the ‘Appleseed’ wind- 
up, Miss Smith again doing the nar- 
rator part Walter Huston originally 
when the Bernard Schonfeld 
| piece was preemed on ‘Pursuit of 
| Happiness.’ Series is due to return 
|in the same spot, hookup and for 
| the same sponspr and -agency 
| Sept. 21. 


| Gracie Fields 
Continued rrom page 2__.__ 


| 
| English film comedienne, as she was 
| being serenaded by an army band. 
| She was speaking of Harry Parr 
Davies, who has been her ivory tick- 
Jer in and out of the studios for 
years. Davies was called into the 
English army on the eve of his going 
to Canada with the comedienne. 

She is starting a tour of Canada, 
and te continue to Australia, in con- 
|certs, the proceeds for the Navy 
| League, and for distribution of com- 
forts to British sailors. The army 
band was ordered out in recognition 
of Miss Fields” war work. 

Before sailing, she toured the Brit- 
ish and French army bases in Bel- 
gium and France, giving concerts for 
the soldiers. The hotel at which she 
stopped in Arras was destroyed by 
German bombs. 

Although the ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ 
is the theme number of the British 
and Canadian forces, the first time 
Miss Fields sang it was on her latest 
trans-Atlantic crossing. Monty 
_ Banks, her new film director-hubby, 

is with her. 




















Japs May Deport Plage 
; Tokyo, May 22. 
Dr. Wilhelm Plage, German copy- 
right agent, may be deported soon. | 
He’s been involved in several en- | 
fanglements involving local artists 
specifically and show biz generally. 
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Loss of Belgian-Dutch Market a Big 
Blow to Cultural Theatre, Pix, Ete. 





By GEORGE de MOHRENSCHILDT 


[Writer of this summary is for- 
merly a newspaper correspondent in 
Belgium for a group of Polish news- 
papers. He also was a member of 
the editorial staff of Le Matin, Ant- 
werp, and Le Soir, Brussels.] 





Absorbed as we are by the politi- 
cal aspect of the present war, we 
seldom realize what a heavy loss the 
artistic world is suffering by Ger- 
many's occupation of Belgium and 
Holland. 

Let us speak first about the the- 
atre. A larger part of Belgium has 
always been under the influence of 
the French stage. Brussels, for in- 
stance, had eight principal theatres. 
This number included a_ Belgian 
opera company, a Flemish dramatic 
theatre and a Flemish vaudeville 
house of a rather provincial type. In 
five other theatres of the Belgian 
capital, French theatrical troupes 
played almost continuously or made 
frequent appearances. 

The taste of the Belgian public 
was comparable to that of Parisians. 
In April of this year Mistinguett was 
still prancing in her favorite play, 
‘Ecole des Cocottes,’ and Sacha 
Guitry has long been Belgium’s big- 
gest boxoffice attraction. In the 
Flemish part of Belgium, and in Hol- 
land, the French theatre dominated 
the taste of the middle and upper 
strata of the population, and French 
troupes were. constantly touring 
there. Music-loving and artistic Bel- 
gians and Dutch always reserved en- 
thusiastic receptions to foreign musi- 


‘ ° . 
;Cians, singers and dancers who, -on 


their tours to European capitals, 
never missed Brussels, The Hague or 
Amsterdam. 

The situation of moving pictures 
was as follows: Belgium had _ the 
largest number of picture houses in 
the world for its population and 
area, while Holland followed closely. 

As far as programs are concerned, 
let us take Brussels as an example 
again. On 26 advertised programs 
presented in April of this year, 14 
were American. pictures, nine 
French, one English and one Belgian. 

Even Greater in Hollang 
In Holland the proportion of 


a a ————— 


New Purchase 


Tax Socks Brit. 
Film Industry 


London, June 4. 

Scope of the government’s new 
purchase tax will include the pic- 
ture trade, among others. Leaders 
in the film industry have received 
this stunning information from the 
Excise Department. 

Film biz had been under the im- 
pression they would be free of the 
burden, considering it as no more 
than a type of levy picture houses 
have long carried in the form of 
entertainment tax. Government, 
however, states tax will be applied 
directly to film hire. Report estab- 
lishes tariff at 15%. 

Exhibitors see themselves selected 
to take the rap in the new imposi- 
tion, for they figure renters are 
bound to pass it on to them. But 
any attempt to hand it, in turn, to 
the public via upped seat prices 
would mean an automatic increase in 
the rate of entertainment tax ap- 
plying since the latter is regulated 
by the admission charge. Tax goes 
into effect July 1. 


1406 Tax vs. U.S. Cos. 


Sydney, May 29. 

Increase of 10% in customs duty 
may hit U. S. distribs to the extent 
of $140,000 per annum. 

Duty, brought by government to 
secure additional finance for war- 
time expenditure, slaps negative and 
positive prints, plus raw film stocks. 














Mex Pix Go Begging 


Mexico City, June 18. 

Twenty made-in-Mexico pix are 
going a-begging because they are 
reputedly so poor nobody wants 
them. They look to represent a 
dead loss for their producers. 

This is the highest number of un- 
salable pix Mexican producers have 
ever had on their hands at one time. 


American pictures was even greater 
80% I should say, 10% for French 
pictures and 10% for Dutch, Eng- 
lish, German, Russian, ctc. 

The American moving picture jn. 
dustry has lost, thus, excellent cus. 
tomers in these countries. 

Columbia used to ship an aver- 
ag« of 25-30 pictures a year to Bel. 
gium and Holland; Metro, 20-25: Par. 
amount, 25-30, and the other major 
companies were exporting there 
practically all their output. Fortu- 
nately the immediate financial 
losses are not enormou: because the 
American moving picture companies 
owned very few theatres either in 
Belgium or in Holland. 

France has lost excellent cus- 
tomers, too. The competition be- 
tween the American and French pic- 
tures was quite acute. 

Holland had tts own almost negli- 
gible production, destined mainly for 
local consumption. A few pictures 
were exported nevertheless to South 
Africa and to the Dutch Indies. They 
were showing life in charming Dutch 
surroundings, emphasizing the ways 
of living and histcrie traditions of 
this old country, . 

In Belyium there were several 
companies making pictures on the 
small scale. They were mostly 
shorts, and a few of them are to be 
seen in the Belgian Pavilion at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair. One of the Bel- 
gian companies, owned by two ex- 
cellent directors, Le Vaux and 
Storck, had planned to buy the cas- 
tle originally owned by Rubens in 
the vicinity of Brussels and there 
organize a center for the Belgian 
moving picture industry. Another 
excellent director, De Ceuckelaere, 
made several pictures in Belgium 
which were produced by the French 
companies. 


Belgians Understood Value 

The Belgian government officials 
understood the importance of the 
moving picture industry. That is 
why they sponsored the expedition 
organized by Armand Denis to the 
Belgian Congo. Mr .Denis and his 
companions traveled from Brussels 
to the heart of Africa in cars fur- 
nished by the Dodge Co., equipped 
with photographic material by the 
famous Belgian firm, Gavaert. They 
brought back from their expedition 
three excellent pictures, one of 
which, ‘Dark Rapture,’ we all re- 





member. Le Vaux’ recently went 
to New York and Hollywood with 
an idea of organizing, with Phil 
Plant, a new expedition to the Bel- 
gian Congo in order to produce 
there a picture regarding the asso- 
ciation of the famous explorer Stan- 
ley and King Leopold IJ. This pic- 
ture was to be financed partially 
by the Belgian government. Plant 
was extremely enthusia: ‘c about it 
and regrets deeply that this adven- 
turous expedition had to be post- 
qponed. 
j The Flemish Theatre 

When and if the Dutch and Bel- 
gians feel the urge for entertain- 
ment they, deprived of French and 


American pictures, will probably 
turn to the theatre. That is why 
the Flemish theatre, for instance, 


will be developing. All Dutch peo- 
ple and half of the population of 
Belgium speak the same language 
and an effort has been made before 
this war to make them conscious 
of this common characteristic. Ant- 
werp was a center of the Flemish 
culture in Belgium. and had three 
excellent theatres while Brussels 
had two. The oldest of them, a dra- 
matic theatre, originated during the 
World War, when a group of Flem- 
ish soldiers who, as amateurs, pro- 
duced plays for their compatriots 
fighting with the Allies. Queen 
Elizabeth of Belgium was person- 
ally interested in this venture, and 
guided it all during its successful 
career. The five Flemish theatres, 
although offering no competition to 
the French theatre, were doing very 
well. 

It is to be feared that now the 
German government. wil] further 
promote this theatrical movement 
for political purposes, with the hid- 
den idea of separating Flemish- 
speaking Belgians from the French- 
speaking ones. Flemish and Dutch 
are very similar to German, and 
can be easily employed in exploiting 
the Germanic ideology. 

Belgium and Holiand will be 
flooded with German-made pictures, 
both in German and Dutch, adver- 
tising the Nazi ideas and tendencies. 
Let us hope that Belgians and Dutch 
will be smart enough to take this 
propaganda with their usual sense 
of criticism, and when the war is 
over they will become again excel- 
lent customers of the American mov- 





ing picture industry. 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, June 19, 1940 





NEW MOON 


(OPERETTA) | 
Hollywood, June 13. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Robert 
Z. Leonard production, directed by Leon- 
ard. Stars Jeanette MacDonald and Nel- 
son Eddy; features Mary Boland, George 
~ Zuceo, H, Ft Warner, Grant Mitchell. 
Sereenplay by Jacques Deval and Robert 
Arthur; based on the operetta by Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d, Frank Mandel and 
* Laurence Schwab; score, Sigmund Rom- 
» berg. Musical direction, Herbert Stothart; 
“camera, William Daniels; editor, Harold F. 
- Kress. Previewed at Westwood Village, 
June 12, '40. Running time, 105 MINS, 
'* Marianne de Beaumanoir 























a Jeanette MacDonald 
IRD Sa brusd sb hele 6 9.990 &s'8'0'30 be Nelson Eddy 


MeMeTie GO ROSEAEL.....cccceces Mary Boland 
SNNNIE RSRUAN « 3.0 6 5.55 § 655.08 George Zucco 
MOE BOSCMO). 6/05 06s cicssos'es H. B. Warner 


_ Governor of New Orleans...Grant Mitchell 
OUT. ccccecccccccccccscs eahley Fields 





MTORR 66s cccccosccecces Richard Purcell 
Meee serre Brugnon., i .....0.ereees od John Miljan 
NS Shain: $4:4-6 50 bbs beso 44's Ivan Simpson 
BB SE NOTTC. oc cc ssercccccvcceccs William Tannen 
EE ETE Tee ere oe re Bunty Cutler 
f° Monsieur Dubois..........-..-. Claude King 
== Governor’s Wife......... Cecil Cunningham 
NID oot a cea ks 06000 65009.6 0:69'9%) Joe Yule 
oe Be ea ere George Irving 
COHtAIN GE Jean. .cccccceccs Edwin Maxwell 
f= Guard on Ship.......ee....- Paul FE. Burns | 
m& Monsieur de Piron............ Rafael Storm 
Ee oko h a ts pew coe bee ee Winifred Harris 


ee reer er ee Robert Warwick 
This is another pretentious and 
} elaborately-mounted operetta with 
* Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 
_ Eddy starred as the romantic sing- 
' ing team. Marquee strength of the 
- pair has been established in previous 
filmusicals, and the latest film ver- 
sion of ‘New Moon’ (previously pro- 
- duced in 1930 with Grace Moore and 
- Lawrence Tibbett) will measure up 
-;to general boxoffice standard of the 
' MacDonald-Eddy predecessors. 

Although the story background has 
little substance in holding it to- 
= gether, and dragging episodes are 
P: encountered at frequent intervals, 
\,the general lightness of the whole 
*, and the excellence of the musical 
} | numbers and songs delivered by Miss 
» | MacDonald and Eddy, as solos and 
ia provide relief from _ the 

atmosphere of current 
This factor might carry it 
} along for above average biz. 
: Picture is too long, and at least 20 
i minutes can be clipped from stagey 
) } passages that try to unfold a story 
* on which to interweave the neces- 
Hi sary songs. No question of the ex- 
“cellence and quality of the vocal 
; | numbers, especially the delivery and 
sound recordings of Miss MacDonald 
fF and Eddy. Tunes are all the familiar 
*. ones from the original operetta, with 
| no additions for this latest filmusical 


# version, and include ‘One Kiss,’ 
* ‘Wanting You,’ and ‘Lover Come 
i Back to Me.’ 


| aa 


4 


Story background, although 
sion, has been provided with a new 
locale in Louisiana at the tag end of 
the 18th century. Miss MacDonald 
is a plantation owner, who acquires 


servitude, and after falling in love 
with him, discovers he is a French 
duke with revolutionary tendencies. 
Leading a group of bondsmen in re- 
volt, the duke, Eddy, puts to sea in 
a ship, captures a pursuing bark 
&%* which has Miss MacDonald and a 
i shipment of’ brides as passengers, 
~ and a shipwreck soon deposits them 
* all on an island for a community 
' colony of romance and work. The 
French revolution makes things all 
, okay. 

_ On the acting end, Miss MacDon- 
ald over-emphasizes the coyness in 
her characterization which could 
better have been eliminated. Nelson 
Eddy provides suitable manliness to 
the role of the typical operetta hero. 
Supporting cast is well set up. 
‘New Moon’ is another example of 
e inability of film writers and di- 
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synthetic story premige of the oper- 


| etta still remains, with all the arti- | Marquette. Previewed at RKO Hillstreet, | 
ficial trimmings of a staged piece. |! A- Running time, 65 MINS. 
Walt Henry Brewster.....cecccvesece: Leon Errol 
‘er ' | J6e PON. 52600050800 Dennis O' Keefe 
7 |} Edna Brewater....ccoscscse-+/ Adele Pearce 
| Tommy LAO... cccocccoscceces Walter Catlett 
. | Mrs. Brewster...... ea Marjorie Gateson 
Anne of Windy Poplars | {i.2""' ‘Tom. Kennedy 
Mr. Oberton....ccccocecs Robert Middlemass 
Hollywood, June 15. IG ZV ipa Newmeanee sONs Effie Anderson 
RKO release of Cliff Reid production, | Hayes... .ccccccecceceevess Erskine Sanford 
Features Anne Shirley. Directed by Jack | Sentedeneiiinit | 
Hively. Sereenplay by Michael Kanin r . . . +3 
and Jerry Cady; from novel by L. M. Mont- This is a light bit of domestic tom- 
gomery; camera, Frank Redman; special foolery that tends towards the ridic- 
effects, Vernon I. Walker; editor, George | ulous. It’s a minor filler for the 
Hively, Previewed in studio projection " : J sher * 
room, June 14, ‘40. Running time, a5 | family houses where comedy con- 
INS | trast is required to offset a straight 
Anne Shirley......secececesees/ Anne Shirley | drama topping the bill. 
Tony a ee ee ee James Ellison | Not much sense to the story, which | 
MET ere er Henry Travers rs = 43 . 
Gilbert Blythe.............. Patric Knowles | £Wings to broad slapstick in both 
Jabez Monkman..........Slim Summerville lines and situations, including many 
UID S 65.0 4 9.0.616 6640606 Elizabeth Patterson ! thi ags ~1j rins’ 
Catherine Pringle.......... Louise Campbell | bewhiskered Bags. Leslie Goodwins 
BEE SBEMUOON <0 6-0:6 66 00000005 Joan Carroll | direction carries the picture along | 
Ernestine Pringle...... Katherine Alexander ; at a fast clip, and many shortcom- 
DC CRE S445 6555346 000 ce cease iomeres {4 j . j - 
Mrs. Stephen Pringle.........4 Alma Kruger | ings will be overlooked in the un- | 
SPEED « 0.66.66 0.6600660 Marcia Mae Jones, reeling. ? ; 
SUES PTINEIS...... 008500005 . Ethel Grithes | Leon Errol refuses his daughter's | 
Mrs. Morton STING IOs 0006908 Clara Blandick marriage to Dennis O’Keefe until 
Stephen Pringle...........:- Gilbert Emery 
Morton Pringle......0..000+ Wright Kramer | the latter can show a bank balance 
| RS te OR RRR Ry Jackie Moran | of $1,000, at which time the pa will 





Dull and uninteresting, ‘Anne of 
Windy Poplars’ belongs to. the pre- 
gaslight period in which the, story 
is laid. The old-fashioned tale re- 
mains such in film form, without 
any material aid from either script- 
ers or director. Best it can get will 
be lower-bracket filler bookings 
in the subsequents and hinterlands. 
Picture, decidedly tepid in over- 
-length footage, fails to catch any 
degree of sentimentality for audi- 
ence interest. It just rambles along 
at a slow pace without getting any- 
where. 

Story details the experiences of 
an ambitious young teacher who ar- 
rives in a rural town to assume du- 


of | 
similar structure to the stage ver- | 


the services of a bondsman sold to | 


orate production mounting, and the 
general excellence of the songs, the 


ties of vice-principal of the school. 
She becomes involved in politics of | 
the ruling family of the community 
and is made a victim of the local 
feud. After a tedious battle against 
the situation, the girl is able to win 
over her opponents. : 
Too much footage is consumed in 
attempts to develop small town 
characterizations that fail to inter- 
est. Same goes for extended epi- 
sodes of teacher's hazing in the 
school by other members of the fac- | 
ulty and the ne of a Cinderella | 
lay by the pupils. ‘ - 
. Cast headed by Anne Shirley is 
handicapped by restrictions of both 
script material and neaeeanaie ~ 
alt. 





Passport to Alcatraz 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Jack Holt; features Noah Beery, Jr., Ce- 
cilia Callejo, Maxie Resenbloom, C. Henry | 
| Gordon. Directed by Lewis D. Collins. 











| Original screenplay, Albert DeMond; cam- 
tar James &. awn, Jr.; editor, Dwight 
| Caldwell; music, Lee Zahler. At Rialto, 
N. Y¥., June 15, ‘40; dual. Running time, 
| 60 MINS, 
| George Hollister..ccsccccsessseees Jack Holt 
Hay Nolan....ccccccocesee NOan Beery, Jr. 
PRE ROGE FEEMs vo 5c0c0 eee oca snes Cecilia Callejo 
Hank WKircher.....ee.--.Maxie Rosenbloom 
| Leon Fenten.....ccivcoces Cc, Henry Gordon 
i Thomann Lindsey... cccesecvcecsccs Guy Usher 
| Drexel Stuyvesant. .--eeeeeee- Clay Clement 
| BOBOEN. .ccccccccoccecccceccees Ivan Lebedoff | 
PM NAP sd 6c0% eaenesteoune ke eed Ben Welrden | 
PIRSA) Focanceses coberccaeve sea Robert Fiske | 
JONCTRs 0000004 peeeeasveness Harry Cording | 
! _ | 
j ' 
| Another Jack Holt picture. Just 


that. And since audiences always 
know what to expect from Holt 
films, and have presumably demon- 
strated over a number of years that 
it’s what they’ll pay to see, ‘Pass- 
port to Alcatraz’ seems likely to 
| drag in its modest share as the bot- 
| tom-decker on dual bills. Incident- 
ally, for the showing at the Rialto, 
N. Y., the picture is titled, ‘Pass- 
port to Hell’ (for no apparent rea- 


| 
! 
; 


Rosenbloom. Others featured in the 
distributor credits aren’t even men- 


son) and Holt is lowered from star | 
billing to co-featuring with Maxie | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘New Moon’ (M-G). Mac- 
Donald-Eddy operetta, light and 





2 


tuneful, lacks sustaining inter- 
est. 

‘Anne of Windy Poplars’ 
(RKO). Antiquated story fails 


to generate interest in film form. 
For the dual fillers. 

‘Passport to Alcatraz’ (Col). 
Jack Holt thwarts a plot to sa- 
botage the U. S. explosives in- 
dustry. Standard Holt stuff. 

‘Pop Always Pays’ (RKO). 
Broadly slapstick domestic com- 
edy hits the ridiculous side. 
Lightweight filler. 

‘Girl in 313’ (20th). Topnotch 
streamlined ‘Raffles’ thriller, 
with Florence Rice, Kent Tay- 
lor and Lional Atwill. 

‘I Take This Oath’ (PDC). 
Will have tough going even on 
the lower duals. 

‘The Refugee’ (Rep). Too sim- 
ilar to ‘Grapes of Wrath’ for 
much key city biz, but okay for 
the provincial duals. 

‘Lightning Strikes West’ (Col). 
Ken Maynard in average western 
quickie, capable only of light 
summer biz. 











aeened 


GIRL IN 313 


Twentieth “entury-Fox release of Sol M. 
Wurtzel = production. Features Florence 
Rice, Kent Taylor, Lionel Atwill, Katha- 
rine Aldridge. Directed by Ricardo Cor- 
tez. Original by Hilda Stone; screenplay 
by Barry Trivers and Clay Adams; music, 











tioned for this showing. 

As this is a typical Holt he-man 
thriller, there are no surprises. This 
time the stern-jawed hero is a gum- 
shoe a to round up a ring of 
| foreign plotters engaged in sabotag- 
jing U. S. explosive factories. Ex- 
| cept for the inevitable flaws (at one 
point Holt, posing as one of the sa- 
| boteurs, is seen calmly eating in 
| one of their hideouts, with his back 
to thé door, so anyone entering 
would be behind him) of such. 
minor-budget sages, it all works out 
according to formula. And since this 
is one of the standard items that 
| Hollywood makes most efficiently, 
at best, it’s all reasonably absorbing, 





| 


the theatre by exploitation tying in 
with current ‘fifth column’ interest 
will hardly take it seriously. 

Of course Holt gives a standard 
portrayal of the Jack Holt hero. 
Noah Beery, Jr., is a trifle light- 
weight for the part of the demon 
sleuth’s romantic assistant, while 
Rosenbloom is realistic as a semi- 
conscious plotter and C. Henry Gor- 
don gives one of his always-con- 
vincing villain performances. Cecilia 
Callejo, ballyhooed as a studio find, 
is a pert ingenue and her recent- 
immigrant part excuses her accent, 
but there’s nothing to indicate her 
acting ability, if any. Direction, 
production and s0 on are all pass- 
able Class B stuff. So’s the pic- 
ture itself. Hobe, 





—— ee 


Pop Always Pays 


rectors to transpose logical story Hollywood, June 14 
qualities into picture form from; Rxo release of Bert Gilroy production. 
operetta material. Despite the elab- | Features Leon Errol, Dennis O'Keefe, 

| Adele Pearce, Walter Catlett. Directed 


| by Leslie Goodwins. Screenplay by Charles 
E. Hoberts; story by Arthur J. 
camera, Jack Mackenzie; editor, Desmond 





| match the pot. As the boy’s savings | 
| pile up, Errol hits a business slump, | 
| and tries to raise the money for the | 
; couple, This carries through suf- | 
| ficient footage to pad out the yarn 
for the necessary feature length. 
‘Story at best would have been bet- | 
| ter_in two reels. 
| Errol provides plenty of slapstic’: | 
|; bumps and double-takes as_ the! 
| harassed head of the house. O'Keefe | 
and Adele Pearce are adequate as | 
| the romantic interest, while Mar- | 
| jorie Gateson is okay as the wife 
' who gives her husband a lengthy | 
ribbing throughout. Walter Catlett 
and Tom Kennedy’s comedy merely 
extend the footage. Walt, 


‘ 


if trivial. But even those drawn into | 


Beckhard; | 


Emil Newman; editor, Louis Loeffler; 
camera, Edward = Cronjager. At Palace, 
N. Y., week June 13, ‘40, dual. Running 
time, 54 MINS, 

b OR DERN. bo 6.005065 00s 60 Florence Rice 
oe a or re Kent Taylor 
| Russell Woodruff............. Lionel Atwill 
BOPan BOSTON. 6 6s ccsess Katharine Aldridge 
FES Peas Per re ey peer Mary Treen 
ear PUNT. 0 6-0 6-0 yreee es sexeus Jack Carson 
EE. PE TER an 5 oc eeeek ee cus Elyse Knox 
Francine Edwards..........00d Joan Valerie 
| Emmy Lou Bentley....... Dorothy Dearing 
RMN abs) 6043050686 oak 8 ee Dorothy Moore 
BO er errr rrr ree Jacqueline Wells 
EE a Rach W'sie-414 seeaie es Charles C. Wilsen 
oe Oe orn a William Davidson 


| This is a slick crook thriller that 
should make okay program support 
h~ a double setup. An unsatisfac- 
| tory tragic end is the film’s major 
| flaw but even this fails to eclipse the 
good performances by Florence Rice, 
Kent Taylor and Lionel Atwill. 

Ricardo Cortez’s direction of 
scripters Barry Trivers, Clay Adams 
and Hilda Stone's original is ade- 
quate. Jewel thieves who work 
| with an indemnity insurance opera- 
tor is the essence of this cops-and- 
robbers tale. 

Romance between Kent Taylor, as 
the indemnity firm’s operative, and 
| Florence Rice, the woman Sherlock, 
|is nicely developed, figuring in the 
|dramatic climax. But after such 
| favorable evolution, he is bumped off 
| by a police detective (probably to 
|conform with the Haysian code) 
| when the plot screams for a last- 
minute moral shift by the crooked 
insurance operator when he learns 
jthe true identity of his sweetheart. 
Instead, one of those wooden ‘crime 





to unearth the uncle of his best 
friend as the ringleader of the 
crooks responsible for his pere’s 
death. The unwitting victim of the 
denouement, who is shot fatally in 
attempting to save Jones’ life at the 
climax, is Craig Reynolds. Joyce 
Compton is pleasant to look at, but 
like the aforementioned two, is too 
deeply immersed by the mess to 
show anything meritorious, 


THE REFUGEE 


Republic release of Sol C, Siegel produce 





tion. Features John Wayne, Charles Co- 
burn, Sigrid Gurie. Directed by Bernard 
Vorhaus, Original screenplay, F. Hugh 
Herbert, Joseph Moncure March, Samuel 
Ornitz; camera, John Alton; music, Vietor 
Young; editor, William Morgan. lre- 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., June 
13, °40. Running time: 78 MINS, 

pS AAPA oe ev yr ah er ee Joon Wayne 
ON OTT COROT OPEC ORTOP OTC es Wg 
SR Saree ree Charlies Coburn 
MEME 6 0.50005 005.060000600s. DERE? CRereers 
i, MA, coop ccaeeneeet Helen MacKellar 
ME MEOSIOR 66 icesrcscscednvsnc Rees Bae 
_ ly Se pdes.00t 086008 us Wade Boteler 
0 ere dm esease Trevor Bardeite 
Minister........ ..... Russell Simpson 
eee eee Charles Waldron 
Radio Anmnouncer........+0-- Wendel] Niles 


John Steinbeck, Thomas Mann— 
and Republic Pictures, It's an in- 
teresting conglomeration—and cer- 
tainly an ambitious one—in attempt- 
ing to project favorite themes of the 
two within one film. Where ‘The 
Refugee’ is concerned, the social 
study of midwest dustbowlitis and 
the problem of flight from Anschluss 
are somewhat incoherent in their 
association. ‘The Refugee,’ conse- 
} errimat though possessing the pro- 
uctional attributes and excellent 
cast that go to make a fine film, 
teeters, though there’s sufficient in- 
dication of its boxoffice possibilities 
for the duals. It’s certainly not for 
the keys—‘Grapes of Wrath’ has dis- 
sipated al] that. 

Where Steinbeck has seemingly 
been unable to fulfill his purpose 
completely within. several novels in 
telling about the victims of the dust 
bowl, and their migration to the 
Coast, with Mann having a like ex- 
perience in his many yarns abou 
racial and political oppression from 
Naziland, Republic has tried to cir- 
cumvent all that. ‘The Refugee’ 
tells the whole shebang in 79 min- 
utes. 

The automobile caravan from the 
dust belt following the farmers’ 
i in attempting to irrigate 
heir land; their futile plea to a Gov- 
ernment group which had _ con- 


dissension within the migratories 


land’ of Oregon—all this is too simi- 


lar, and suffering thereby in compar- | 


ison, with ‘Grapes of Wrath.’ 

John Wayne, Sigrid Gurie and 
Charles Coburn head the fine cast, 
with the latter particularly im- 
pressive as the refugee medico try- 
ing to rehabilitate himself in the 
dust bowl with his daughter, played 
by Miss Gurie. 

Wayne, as the leader of the farm- 
ers, plays his usually complacent 
role easily and_ naturally. Miss 
Gurie is impressive, her metallic 
voice and nifty looks suggesting a 
possible return to the prominence 
she enjoyed briefly when she first 
broke into pictures. 





|never pays’ endings is jammed 
through. 
Vehicle gives Miss Rice a splendid | 
| Opportunity to shine, and she seldom | 
; overlooks a bet though the camera |} 
boys were not kind in closing epi- | 
sodes. Taylor is suave and con-| 
vincing as the indemnity operator 
working in cahoots with the gem 
stealing ring. Lionel Atwill is at 
once the smooth jewel dealer and the 
| scheming chief of the ring. Katha- 
|rine Aldridge, feature billed, appears 
Only in a few sequences as the model 
and sweetheart of Atwill. She’s a 
| good model. 
Of the support, Mary Treen, cast 
| aS an important hotel maid, looms as 
|@ new comedienne find. Femmes in 
the girls’ hotel scenes look like 
they're from the lot's stock com- 
pany, several closeups looming as | 





though made for screentests. Sev-| 
eral photograph well. Wear. | 

Producers Releasing Corp. release of Sig- 
|}mund Neufeld production. ' Features Gor- 
|don Jones, Joyce Compton. Directed by 


Sherman Scott. Story, William A. Ullman, 


Jr.; screenplay, George Bricker; editor, 
Holbrook ‘Todd; musical director, David 
Chudnow; camera, Jack Greenhalgh. Re- | 
viewed at Strand, Brooklyn, « | 


lual, June 13, 
"40. Running time, 64 MINS, 

Steve Hannigan Gordon Jones 
Betty Casey Joyce Compton 


io fo) Bare Serer reer er: Craig Reynolds 
Inspector Ryan....... J. Farrell MacDonald 
a eS Robert Homans 
thse SOO 6664s S40 6046036508 Guy Usher 
| Mrs. Hannigan...............Mary Gordon 
| Uncle Jim Kelly...... $6006 90680 Sam Flint 
|S BUTY ccc cccccsccseee tees Brooks Benedict 
| Flo be PHCR SSE OES eee ey Veda Van Berg 
el Serre re ure errr ee Eddie Piel, Sr. 
Ell Seereer rere? (cree Tree Bud Buster 





All this has been said before, but 
better.’ A cops-and-robbers routine 
that is being passed off indiscrimi- 
nately as entertainment is the moti- 
vation behind ‘Take This Oath,’ an 
indie that shows little reason for 
ever having been sent into produc- 
tion. Direction fails to lift the trite 
story of a son who joins the police 
force to avenge the slaying by 
crooks of his father, also a cop- 
per. - Acting further makes the 
yarn skid, though the poor direction, 
particularly in pacing, coupled with 
the unbelievable situations, is a fac- 
tor wherein that’s concerned. 

Gordon Jones piays the lead, the ! 








+ epee re 


Direction by Bernard Vorhaus has 
kept the pic moving briskly, though 
he has employed several stereotyped 
tricks that are much too obvious, 


Lightning Strikes West 





Colony Pictures release of Max and Ar- | 
thur Alexander’ production. Stars Ken 
Maynard; features Claire Kochelle, Robert 
Terry, Charles King. Directed by Harry 
Fraser, Story, Monroe Talbot; screenplay, 
Martha Chapin: camera. Elmer Dyer: edi- 
tor, Charles Henkel; score, Lew Porter. 
Reviewed at Colonial, Lineoln, Neb., June 
15, '40. Running time, 56 MINS, 

rere eer Ken Maynard 
| AMMO LE EUR TTT Claire Rochelle 
Grant cove rece cccccccccceenese Robert Terry 
Taggart. .eccccccccecsescsece- Michael Wallon 





No better or no worse than Ken 
Maynard's average, ‘Lightning Strikes 


West’ will find rough going to get 
any biz in summer bookings. Dished 
up quickly, with little 
retakes, weaknesses in story and 
dawdling action, the narrative has a 
hard time getting up any momentum, 
or developing any surprises. About 
the only one of the latter is George 
Chesebro, whose face is so familiar 
in the mobs on the wrong side of 
the law, it’s somewhat of a shock to 


see him cast in this one as the 
sheriff. 
Such stock phrases as ‘you've 


overplayed your hand, podner,’ go 
not once, but twice or more in repe- 
titions. This reflects on Martha 
Chapin, who did the scenario, or on 
Maynard, who may have muffed his 
lines and threw in a stock to cover, 
on which there was no re-do. 
Maynard, after sending a robber 
up (Michael Wallon), is yanked back 
into Government service when he 
escapes, to try to get him again. 
Trail leads him to cross with Charles 
King, member of Wallon’s gang, who 
pulled an over-the-wall assist in or- 
der to have access to the money, hid- 
den by Wallon. King, guardian of 
Robert Terry and the girl, Claire 


Rochelle, bears the load of con- 
tributing the meanness. trying to 
out-grimace Wallon. All perform- 


ances are grooved, and nobody out- 
does limited expectation — which 
goes for the story, too, ' Art.-~ 


— 
ne cn 








young copper, who finally manages , 


demned the land as hopeless; the | 


upon their trek to their ‘promised | 


regard for | 





| Consent 


Continued from page 5 














such as RKO and Paramount having 
negotiated deals prior to holding of 
'conventions, starting, as one distri- 
‘putor higher-up put it, ‘as early as 
' possible.’ 

| Ned E. Depinet, v. p. in charge of 
‘distribution for RKO, who points to 
| the goodly number of contracts that 
‘are already in, adds that the dis- 
|tributors have got to transact busi- 
'ness in the usual manner. The agree- 
'ment seems to be general in sales 
| circles that if a new system of sell- 
ing is set-up under a settlement in 
connection with the Government 
‘suit, then that contingency will have 
/ to be met when it ariges. 
| If all contracts are outlawed by a 
/eonsent decree, and drastic changes 
lin selling results, then the accounts 
| that have been sold will have to be 
|re-sold and plans set up te market 
all product throughout the U. S, in 
'accordance with the terms agreed 
‘upon. In addition to deals closed 
on the °40-41 product during the 
| past few months, there is a repre- 
| sentative number of so-called carry- 
}overs from last year when term 
| franchises were made, or from pre- 
‘vious years where they run longer 
would 


than two. These franchises 
also be affected. ; 
Rodgers states Metro is selling 


under the same merchandising pol- 
icy as this year (1939-40), including 
the enlarged cancellation privilege 
which went into effect with the cur- 
rent season’s product. This also 
‘holds true for Paramount and 20th- 
'Fox, but Warner Bros. has not as 
|yet determined on its merchandis- 
‘ing policy, with the second of its 
two sales conventions not concluded 
until tonight (Wed.). Pending any 
definite decision on a merchandising 
plan, aside from percentages and 
bracketing, Grad Sears, WB's dis- 
tribution chief, takes the position 
ithat the Government suit should 
| dispose of that issue completely. 

| This will be true of other dis- 
| tributors in the event that a consent 
| decree forces radical changes in sell- 
|ing such as trade screenings. sales 
|in groups of five, etc. There is the 
| question also of what action, if any, 
there may be on the Neely bill at 
| the hands of a sub-committee which 
is considering plans to rewrite it. 
It is highly doubtful what develop- 
|; ments will be and in just what mane 
; ner a consent decree may bear on 
the Neely legislation. 

Abitration a Factor 


Belief is that a suitable arbitrae 
tion plan for the settlement of dise 
putes between distributors and en- 
' hibitors will be sought as an initial 
| step under a settlement of the Gov- 
ernment suit. That it would be 
along compulsory lines as under 
| Film Board of Trade rule up to 11 
| years ago, is accepted as a foregone 
| conclusion. One of the questions 
; uppermost in industry minds con- 
cerns zoning and clearance. The 
| Department of Commerce plan. re- 
| portedly altered since first written, 
| included clearance, 

Moot points in relation to a cone 
, sent decree embrace in addition to 
| arbitration machinery, such matters 
as trade showings of all pictures bee 
fore being offered for sale: selling 
|in groups of five or some other 
| size; the question of overbuying and 
its control; acquisition of theatre 
properties and expansion by mas 
jors; cancellation privilege; full-line 
forcing; score charges: preferred 
playing time and availability of pice 
tures on some run. 








| 


Rejection options which new 
| range from 10-20%, when the full 
|program is bought would cone 


ceivably be abolished entirely in the 
event of any agreement providin 

that pictures are to be sold in smal 
groups and trade-shown. Only eane 
| cellation that might figure in such 
; an event might be where an exhib 
| Wishes to reject on moral, racial oF 
religious grounds that might develop 
| after he has seen and bought the 
; picture, 

| The primary condition of a settles 
iment between the majors and the 
Department of Justice relates t 

agreement that the distributors wil 
not have to relinquish their theatre 
properties. While understood that 
the meetings are proceeding cn an 
understanding that this condition 
will prevail, should there be sh 
about-face it is promised suthorte 
tatively the majors will proceed wit 

trial. This might occur, also, if the 
Government seeks to impose cone 
cessions of too stringent a charactes 
on the defendant distributors. Adp 
Journment of the suit is wnt! 
June 26, 

Fears are expressed in some guare 
ters that a consent decree could end 
up as ‘another Munich’ and noi mean 
| lasting peace but, rather, pave the 
(way for greater aggression in the 
+ future against the distributora 


| 
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PREVIEW! 


“Orchids to ‘Mortal Storm’.” 


—WALTER WINCHELL, 
Nationwide Columnist 


““STANDOUT FILM WHOSE 
STORY, DIRECTION AND 
ACTING LABEL IT FOR B.O, 
‘TRIUMPHS EVERYWHERE...» 
This film must be seen by every 
American...It is ‘must’ for. cir- 
cuits, indie houses, and the public 
~.. Itis superb entertainment, de- 
cidedly one of the resounding pic- 
tures of this or any other year. 
Magnificently directed by Frank 
Borzage, pulsating with dramatic 
power, and played up to the hilt 
by a transcendingly skillful cast, 
it will electrify audiences wher- 
ever it is shown . » » Appears 
destined to take its place among 
ithe immortal photoplays.”’ 
—FILM DAILY 


“A fine picture.” 
—ED SULLIVAN, 
Notionwide Columnist 


“Vivid and strong. Filled with 
potential audience impact.”’ | 
—MOTION PICTURE DAILY 


**A film bomb... Will be enthusi-! 
astically received . +. A script of 
rare craftsmanship. » » s Frank. 
Borzage has created one of his 
best directorial jobs .,. He has 
turned out a film that demands 


universal screening in American 
theatres.”” —VARIETY, 


“‘Powerful drama, skillfully pre- 
‘sented. Margaret Sullavan and 
James Stewart should go straight 
'co your heart and tear-ducts.”’ 


—HARRIET O. PARSONS, 
Los Angeles Examiner 


“One of the strongest dramati¢ 
pictures issued during the year . «» 
Of engrossing interest...The pets 
formances one and all rise to an 
exceptional level.” 


—EDWIN SCHALLERT, 
Los Angeles Times 


“Frank Borzage has carefully and 
faithfully transferred Phyllis Bot- 
tome’s timely novel into a vivid, 
touching drama... Brilliant work 
by all the players .. . It is a beau- 
tiful thrilling production. 
M-G-M’s Leo the Lion can well 
roar with pride.” 
—JIMMY STARR, 
Los Angeles Herald Express’ 


“Gripping! Beautifully made mo- 
tion picture, and one that merits 
wide success» The perform- 
ances are inspired. Among Frank 
Borzage’s distinguished credits can 
‘be found no finer work.” 
.—HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 
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ONE AFTER 
ANOTHER THE 
GREAT NOVELS 


come to the screen, and here’s 
the new sensation! 
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MARGARET SULLAVAN 
JAMES STEWART 
ROBERT YOUNG 
FRANK MORGAN 


THE MORTAL STORM’ 


with Robert Stack ¢ Bonita Granville * Irene Rich * William T. Orr » Maria Ouspenskaya, 

Gene Reynolds « A Frank Borzage Production » Screen Play by Claudine West, Andersen Ellis 

and George Froeschel e¢ Based on the Book by Phyllis Bottome « Directed by Frank Borzage 
A Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer. Picture’ 
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Spread of Strike to 


Studio Crafts 


Held Near in Hwood Extra Crisis 








! 
Hollywood, June 18. | 

Spread of Central Casting em-. 
ployees strike to film studio unions 
js held to be imminent if studio 
casting offices persist in making 
direct calls to extras. American 
Federation of Office Workers 
spokesman said such practice would 
mean posting of pickets at every) 
Studio committing such breach. 

Walkout of Central's operating 
force was called Monday (17) night 
and won approval of Central Labor 
Council, automatically bringing into 
the strikers’ corner such crafts as 
Screen Actors Guild, IATSE Team- 
sters and other Council affiliates. 
Should the American Federation of 
Office Employees throw picket lines 
in front of all studios, Councli would 
perforce order members not to cross | 
lines and thereby paralyze the entire | 
picture industry. Picket line was 
established at Paramount casting 
office at noon. Most actors and 
craftsmen were on the lot before 
pickets arrived. 

Strike was called when producers 
declined to negotiate with stenos, 
typists, bookkeepers and assistants 
of Local 20,798, affiliated with 
AFOE. Producers contend Local 
does not represent majority of work- 
ers and would not deal with union 
until certified by the Labor Board. 
Local asked closed-shop agreement 
and minimum wage of $75 weekly 
for casting directors, $25 for clerks 
and typists. Walkout was timed im- 
mediately after meeting of the Pro- 
ducers board of directors which was 
signalled by the producers’ an- 
nouncement ‘no change -in Central 
situation.’ 

Strike situation, long simmering, | 
came to a head last Saturday with: 
dismissal of Albert Smith, for 10' 
years caster at Central. Howard | 
Philbrick, recently named _ general | 








manager of Central, 

‘Smith did not meet the minimum | 
requirements for a _ casting di-— 
rector.’ 


Strike has been called an unlaw- 
ful blacklist by AFOE in issuance by | 
Harold Melnicker, head of Central | 
Casting division, of order to casting | 

- directors to withhold jobs from 119) 


Scalin’s Aussie Choves 
Over; Returns to U. S 


Sydney, May 29. 

Aubrey Scotto, Hollywood direc- 
tor, has returned home after an ex- 
tensive looksee of this territory. He 
was due to boat back some weeks 
ago, but was forced to linger owing 
to an injury suffered in an auto 
crash while riding with Sir Ben 
Fuller. 

Scotto will return to this territory 
shortly to direct two pix for indie 
interests, in which Sir Ben Fuller 
is included. 


PAR’S CHECKUP 
ON THEATRE 
OPERATIONS 


Making exhaustive checks on 
operating conditions, overhead main- 
tained by theatres, payrolls, film 
booking deals, etc., Paramount thea- 
tre executives are following a policy 
of keeping close check on the field 
and the various partners with whom 
the parent company (Par) is inter- 
ested. 

Sam Dembow, Jr. and Leonard 
Goldenson, on-another trip to Minne- 
apolis and Detroit, where Par has 
extensive properties, returned to 
New York Saturday (15) and will 
probably make various other addi- 
tional contacts with operators. Leon 








declared, | Netter, who has charge of the south- | 


ern tier of theatres, embracing vari- 
ous operators, is also getting out of 
the h.o. oftener to sit down with 
local operators to discuss problems, 
plans, future policies, buying, etc. 

J. J. Rubens, of Great States, is in 
New York conferring with h.o. Par 
executives on operating matters per- 


Veidt in M-G ‘Escape’ 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Conrad Veidt, a recent arrival 
from the war zone, was drafted into 
a featured role in Metro’s ‘Escape,’ 
costarring Norma Shearer and Rob- 
ert Taylor. 

Actor had come to Hollywood to 
do some additional editing on his 
British-made picture, ‘Contraband.’ 


Nick, Weston Out 
On $10,000 Bonds 
In Rackets Case 


—_——— 








St. Louis, June 18. 

John P. Nick and Clyde A. Weston, 
permanently barred from the affairs 
of IATSE, Local No. 143, last week 
furnished bonds of $10,000 each fol- 
lowing their indictments by the 
U. S. grand jury on 11 charges of 
anti-racketeering and one of violat- 
ing the Sherman anti-trust statutes. 
This was the first time these viola- 
tions have been lodged against per- 
sons in this area and were the re- 
sult of undercover work by the Dept. 
of Justice. 

Prosecution of Nick and Weston, 
under the act which makes it illegal 
to attempt to obtain money from 
a business engaged in_ interstate 
commerce by use of or threats to 
use force, violence or coercion, was 
instituted by the U. S. attorney gen- 
eral. The act provides a maximum 
penalty of 10 years’ imprisonment 
and a $10,000 frne on each count of 
the anti-racketeering charge. The 
anti-trust indictment charges the de- 
fendants restrained the free com- 
merce in films, a misdemeanor pun- 
ishable by a maximum of one year 
in jail and a $5,000 fine. 

While most of the allegations in 
ithe 57-page document are well 
|known by virtue of the State’s fu- 
tile attempts to convict Nick of 
an “extortion charge relative to an 
alleged payoff of $6,500 by ex- 
hibitors to forestall a wage increase 
in 1937, a new development ap- 
peared when it was revealed that 


top earning extras except when| taining to the Illinois-Indiana terri-| Nick and Weston are charged with 


others are not available. Studio! 
casters have secured a copy of the 
list and are contacting these players | 
directly to protect sets against sec- | 
ond-raters with inferior wardrobes. | 
Top earner for first five months| 
this year is Rod Rondell, whose | 
checks aggregated $1,444. Low man’) 

in group earned $700. 
Film Eds Accuse Disney | 


Comparatively serene week along | 
the Hollywood labor front suffered | 
its only real upset when the Society | 
of Motion Picture Film Editors filed a | 
complaint with the National Labor 
Relations Board charging Walt Dis- 
ney Productions with employing un- 
fair labor practices. Federal body 
has promised the SMPFE an imme- | 
diate hearing in the matter. 

Other happenings included: 

1. Screen Actors Guild won a com- 
wm, plete victory in the suit brought, 
<=) against it by Ed Heim, an extra, who 

sought to gain a court ruling order- 


ing the SAG to revise its by-laws to} Derby Restaurant, 56 West 52d St., | 
grant the atmosphere players the | and the Cine-Lux Corp., operator of | 


same balloting rights provided Class 
A members. 

2. Producers Association reps and 
committee from Motion Picture 
Painters Local 644 got together for 

(Continued on page 18) 


EMPIRE, B’KLYN, SUES 
TO KEEP ITS LICENSE 


Quinral, Inc., operator of the Em- 
pire theatre, Brooklyn, filed suit 
yesterday (Tues.) in N. Y. supreme 
court seeking an injunction against 
Paul Moss, Commissioner of Licenses 
of N. Y. City, to prevent him from | 
revoking the Empire’s license. | 

Moss asserts the operators of the | 
Empire associate with criminals, and | 
allow children to be placed in the | 








tory. 

State, Poughkeepsie, in the Par- 
Netco circuit, is closing down for the 
summer, during which the house 
will be renovated. 

Netter returned to the home office 
Monday (17) after conferring with 
Julius Gordon of the Jefferson cir- 
cuit at .Beaumont, Tex., and with 
Karl Hoblitzelle of Interstate at 
Dallas. Bob O’Donnell, who operates 
Interstate with Hoblitzelle, was in 
New York last week, returning south 
Saturday (15). 


PLEAD ‘NOT GUILTY’ IN 





AMUS. TAX EVASIONS 





The 3 East 52d St. Corp., operator 
of the Whirling Top, night club, 
Irene Stephens, president; Cora 
Stephens, v.p., and Joseph F. Col- 
bert, secretary-treasurer; the Brown 


| having obtained $2,000 in 1937 from 
the St. Louis Amusement Co. and 
Fanchon & Marco Service Corp. to 
forestall demands that would have 
resulted in plans, later abandoned, 
to reopen the Orpheum theatre. 





| the Cine Roma, Italian picture the- 
| atre, at 1681 Broadway, and its presi- | 
| dent, Pietro Garfola, all pleaded not | 
| guilty yesterday (Tues.) in N. Y. 
| federal court to charges of failure to 
turn over amusement taxes collected, 
and alleged embezzlement of these | 
funds. Pleading was made before | 
Judge William Bondy, with bail of | 
| $1,000 each set. It is probable that | 
; the trial will get under way in Sep- | 
| tember. 

The National Casino, Inc., everator | 
of the International Casino at Broad- | 
| way and 44th street, now shuttered, | 
|and Chester H. Canning, its presi- | 
'dent, also up on identical charges, | 


Another charge is that the de- 
fendants obtained money from thea- 
| tre owners by forcing them to use 
|the services of the Cooperative 
| Sound Serviee Supply Co. which, 
|the indictment states, was organized 
1in behalf of the two. In this con- 
| nection, it is charged that operators 
under orders from Nick and Weston 
\‘deliberately damaged and_  sabo- 
taged’ sound equipment so it would 
/need repair. 

The indictment also sets out that 
Nick and Weston seized control of 
|1IATSE, Local No. 143, and of the 
|Film Exchange Employees’ Union, 
and used their control to threaten 
| Strikes and make ‘excessive, arbi- 
|trary, unreasonable, ruinous and 
| bogus demands for wage increases,’ 
not to secure benefits for the union 
members but to coerce the exhibs 
into paying them money for their 
personal profit. Another charge sets 
forth that Nick and Weston com- 
pelled exhibs to employ unnecessary 
workers ‘by threats of personal in- 
jury, violence and the use of force.’ 

Charges contained in the anti- 
trust indictment assert the defend- 
anis unlawfully restrained, bur- 
dened and _ obstructed interstate 
commerce in film by requiring ex- 
hibs to pay money to them as a con- 
dition of remaining in commerce. 
Other charges were: that the de- 
fendants sought, through strikes and 
intimidation, to close small theatres, 


will plead today (Wed.). 


Thos. W. Evans B’k’pt 


Thomas W. Evans, executive and 








| where operators’ salaries were low, 
jin order that the public would at- 
|tend larger theatres, where salaries 
| were higher; tried to compel exhibs 
}to sell their theatres to them and 
|other persons at prices below true 
values and threatened to prevent 


Growth of Many Small-Town Chains — 
Linked to Recent Copyright Violations 





Nace Says War Talk Not | 


So Vivid in Southwest 


People in his territory are not so 
upset by the war as they seem to be 
in New York and other larger cities, 
mainly along coastlines, Harry Nace 
of the Rickard & Nace circuit in Ari- 
zona, reports, They don’t talk about 
it so much, he observes, but business 
in his Arizona region is off some- 
what, however. 

Nace, who was in N. Y. recently 
on one of his infrequent visits te the 
Paramount home office and to contact 
others, has since gone back to Phoe- 
nix. 

He is interested with Par in seven 
of the 25 theatres in the Rickards & 
Nace circuit, the others being oper- 
ated separately or in association with 
other interests. 


SAG BALKS AT 
J. W. BUZZELL 
REELECTION 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Reelection of J. W. Buzzell, as 
secretary-treasurer of Central Labor 
Council, may bring about another 
withdrawal from the Council by 
Screen Actors Guild. Latter is be- 
lieved to have gone back into the 
Council ostensibly te work for Buz- 
zell’s defeat. 

Should SAG decline to remain in 
the fold under Buzzel]’s administra- 
tion, it would embroil the Actors 
with the American Federation of 
Labor. 


CEMETERY SALESMAN 
JOINS COWBOY STAR 


Lynchburg, Va., June 18. 

Guy Nicholson, who peddled ceme- 
tery lots here for four years, has 
quit that job to become film cow- 
boy Smiley Burnette’s front man on 
p.a. tours. He joined the sagebrush 
comedian in St. Louis last week. 

Nicholson, then a radio announcer, 
gave Burnette his first chance on 
WDZ in Tuscola, Ill., 10 years ago, 
when Burnette was 12. Burnette 
used that job as a stepping-stone to 
Hollywood. 

When Burnette came here on a 
p.a. trip last September, Nicholson 
looked him up. Burnette said he 
was grateful for what the ex-an- 
nouncer had done for him, and 
promised him the first vacancy on 
his staff. 


Goddard’s Ex-‘Chorus’ 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Charlie Chaplin has pulled Paul- 
ette Goddard out of the Boris Mor- 
ros production, ‘Second Chorus,’ 
which toplines Fred Astaire and 
Artie Shaw. 

Comedian holds the actress under 
personal contract and his decision 
is said to be based on his dissatis- 
faction with her part. 























WB’s Service Briefies 


Hollywood, June 18. 
Warners added the Marine Corps 


and the Navy to their schedule of | 
patriotic service features, with the} 


full cooperation of the Govern- 
ment. Currently in work are ‘Serve 
ice With the Colors,’ dealing with 


the infantry, and ‘Young America’ 


Flies,’ 
ties. 


based on air corps activi- 


New breed of jackrabbits has ap- 
peared in the film copyright viola- 
tion field in the last two or three 
years. They are not as obstreperous 
as the old type which the Copyright 
Protection Bureau was chasing four 
or five years ago. But they add more 
work for the Bureau and require a 
new means of approach. . 

Latest copyright evader is an out- 
growth of the spread of numerous 
independent theatre chains since 
1934-35. New small-chain boys in- 
clude numerous newcomers as well 
as vets in the business. Their viola- 
tions are possible because the the- 
artse are located in such small com- 
munities on the whole that they are 
not detected until it’s too late. 


Since the end of 1935, it is esti- 
mated that probably 3,000 new ex- 
hibitors have entered the industry. 
During this time, there has been a 
rapid growth of little. circuits con- 
sisting of two to five theatres. Situ- 
ated in smaller communities it is 
possible to get prints around to dif- 
ferent houses, for unauthorized ex- 
hibitions, without attracting the 
distributors’ notice. 


Another factor in escaping notice 
is that the chiseling exhib takes ad- 
vantage of cancellation leniency gen- 
erally accorded by all companies. 
Thus, a small chain may buy from 
two or three majors. It may play 
the full line of product of one com- 
pany, but cancel out pictures set for 
certain houses when it comes to 
showing the films of No. 2 and No. 3 
distributors. Often the distrib doesn’t 
know about cancellation until he 
submits a bill for the print. In this 
way, the distributor may get rental 
from one or two theatres of the cir- 
cuit but no remittance from the 
others because the exhibitor claims 
he cancelled. 

Distributors report instances where 
they learn of violations after they 
have occurred. The Copyright Bu- 
reau then watches for future viola- 
| tions to grab the exhibitor red- 
| handed, If there were scattered in- 
stanees of such manipulation, dis- 
tributors would not mind so much, 
but when deprived of expected 
rentals from two dr three houses in 
each of several circuits they seek 
the aid of the Bureau. 

With newcomers to the exhibition 
field, a frank admission of ignorance 
regarding this sort of bicycling 
usually straightens out the small 
circuit operator for the future. But 
in other cases checked, only drastic 
action such as a ‘fine’ covering the 
unauthorized dates or court action, 
solves the problem. 


IATSE LOSES SUIT 
AGAINST BELMONT, N.Y. 


Joseph Basson’s suit against the 
Paradise Pictures Corp., operator of 
the Belmont theatre, N. Y., was 
tossed out yesterday (Tues.) by N. Y. 
supreme court Justice Carrol G. 
Walter. Basson, suing as president 
1 Of Local 306 of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees, 
scught damages of $16,000 against 
the defendant, and a permanent in- 
| Junction to prevent it from employ- 
ing anyone but 306 men. 
| Basson claimed the defendant was 
;a member of the ITOA and bound 
under a contract with that organiza- 
tion, to employ four machine opera- 
tors at $275 weekly rather than the 
two employed at $63 weekly which 
the theatre had been carrying. The 
| Belmont had pleaded it was not a 
member of the ITOA, and Justice 
Walter upheld this contention. Emil 
K. Ellis was trial counsel for the vic- 
_torious defendant. 


Par Signs Red Skelton 


Red Skelton, who arrived east 
| Monday (17) to go into the Para- 
‘amount, N. Y., for his third date this 























balcony. The first charge is denied, salesman of Major Film Laboratories, | ¥® 

and the second is stated to have Inc. filed a voluntary petition of |ipment of film. 

been trve only once, and that time | pankruptcy in N. Y. federal court | The cases wil] be tried before N. S. 
the children were under the care of | yesterday (Tues.), listing $100 | District Judge John Caskie Collet 


in | 
@ matron. assets, and $30,292: in 


2 : ‘ | year, has just signed a one-piciure 
' Owen Crump is doing the Scripts, deal with Metro, for whom he went 
or production under supervision of to the Coast to make a test 


Gordon Hollingshead. | ‘Title and starting date of the film 
|are undecided. Deal set by the Wil- 














liabilities |during the fall term. 
Wolff Quits Selznick 


Hollywood, June 18. 
Nat Wolff has quit the Myron 


‘Evans has earned $2,500 yearly for 
| the past two years, 

Among creditors are Eastman 
| Kodak Stores, Inc., for goods pur- 
| chased, $655; Meserole Securities Co., 





Call Signals at Par 
Hollywood, June 18. 
Footbal] season opens early next 


_ Selznick agency to hang out his own , $5,236; Bank of United States, $4,653;| month at Paramount with H. Bruce 


shingle in the fall. 
firm’s clients for radio the past two 
years. 


Joe Graham, his aide, moves up. | 


He handled the | and J. E. Brulatour, Inc., $10,000, all | Humberstone 


on the endorsement of notes of the 
National Evans Motion Picture Film 
Laboratory, Inc. 


directing the 
legiate feature, ‘Touchdown.’ 


col- 


Wayne Morris and Virginia Dale | 


share the top spots, 
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Dietz’s Coast Sojourn 
Holiyvwood, June 18. 
Howard Dietz is taking the Ruth 
Selwyn home in Beverly Hills tor 
two months. 
Remains here with family until 
the end of August, making « fast 


| trip east July 1. 


‘liam Morris office. 





‘IMPOSTOR’ FOR AUER 


Hollywood, June 18. 
Republic handed John H. Auer the 
/ director job on ‘The Imposior,’ 
scheduled to start production Fri- 
| day (21). 
Producer is Robert North, 
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ere is no truer measure of a 
company’s greatness than the 
ability of that company to provide 
what is best for its customers.” 


GRADWELL L. SEARS 


General Sales Manager of Warner Bros. 
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BETTE DAVIS ana 
CHARLES BOYER 

in ‘ALL THIS, 
AND HEAVEN TOO’ 


By Rachel Field with 
JEFFREY LYNN 
BARBARA O’NEILL 
Virginia Weidler * Henry Daniell 
Walter Hampden * George Coulouris 


_ An Anatole Litvak Production 
Screen Play by Casey Robinson © Music by Mag 
Steiner © A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 
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JACK L. WARNER In Charge of Production 
HAL B. WALLIS Executive Producer 
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WB Will Have 4 at 40%, for ’40,41: 
~ Advance Trade-Shows of Groups 


Despite loss of foreign revenue, 
Grad Sears, in charge of distribu- 
tion for Warner Bros., stresses that 
his company is not increasing sales 
terms on its product for the 1940-41 
program. WB will offer no more 


than four at 40% in the topmost 
allocation, the same as for 1939-40. 
Warners is also sticking to no more 
than .eight at 35% and no more 
than eight at 30%, stopping there. 
The balance will be offered on a 
fiat rental basis, meaning that ex- 
hibitor customers of the company 
will be forced to commit themselves 
on percentage pictures to only 20 
out of the total of 48 regular fea- 
tures. 


There will be two outside-produced 
pictures on the 1940-41 schedule that 
will be sold separately, after they 
have been seen. It will be then that 
the sales policy will be set in ac- 
cordance with the potential value of 
the pictures following completion 
and possibly testing. 

WB is also planning to trade-show 
groups of its pictures so far as pos- 
sible, as it has ‘done in the past on 
frequent occasions when films are 
out of the studio in advance of re- 
lease and can be screened for the 
exhibitors. 


Taking the position that the War- 
her program for 1940-41 is ‘pre-sold’ 
product and that a great deal of the 
cost of production is in the proper- 
ties themselves (novels, plays, etc.), 
Sears has stressed to his sales force 
that during the coming season there 
will not be a single remake from the 
Warner studio. 

Production budget to cover the 
"40-41 program is not expected to 
run over what it will ultimately to- 
tal for the current (’39-40) sched- 
ule. It may run a little under. 

Sears’ Pat fer Exhibs 

Opening its three-day sales meet- 
ing in Chicago Monday (17), with 
district managers, branch heads and 
salesmen from the west and south 
attending, Sears patted the exhibi- 
tors on the back for ‘having dis- 
played a fine spirit of cooperation in 
the matter of extended playing time 
for worthwhile attractions,’ in an 
endeavor to make the industry self- 
supporting. 

He revealed that more than 200 
exhibitors have so far agreed to spe- 
cial dr roadshow engagements for 


‘All This, and Heaven, Too.’ Among | 


large accounts that have arranged to 
show the picture on a ‘Gone’ basis 
are the Comerford circuit, RKO, 
Publix-Shea, the Interstate circuit, 


Ike Libson’s chain and others in ad- | 


dition to Warners’ own theatres. 


In addition to Sears, the h.o. group 
attending the three-day Chicago con- 
vention includes Car] Leserman, Roy 
Haines, Ben Kalmenson, Norman 
Moray, Arthur Sachson, A. W. Sch- 
walberg, Charlie Einfeld, Mitchel 
Rawson, Paul 
Gil Golden, Lee Blumberg and Sid 
Rechetnik. 

Major Warner’s Keynoter 
Chicago, June 18. 

Major Albert Warner gave the 
keynote address today to the War- 
ner convention and expressed com- 
plete confidence in the company’s 
future despite world conditions. 
Grad Sears arrived last night (Mon- 
day) for the meeting after having 


been detained in New York on the | conducted by Frank McCoy, Ameri- | 


can stock manager, and Ernest Raw- | 


Government’s anti-trust suit. 


Sears and Carl Leserman ex- 
plained in detail the sales setup for 
‘Sea Hawk’ and ‘All This and 
Heaven Too. Tenny Wright was 
in from the Coast to detail produc- 
tion plans with production emphasis 
to be on American theme pictures 
and plenty of western action stuff 
in the A brackets. 


James Coston, midwest Warner 
theatre chief, hosts at a cocktail 
party tomorrow (Wednesday) at the 
Blackstone hotel for Sears, with 
Allied members in for their own 
convention invited to attend. In the 
sales drive contest Ben Kalmensen, 
chief of southern and western terri- 
tory, copped the division prize, with 
Dallas manager Fred Jack getting 
the first district award. 





Miss Meyer’s Post 
Hollywood, June 18. 
Delphine Meyer, daughter of Fred 
Meyer of 20th-Fox and one-time 
secretary of the MPTOA, has been 
named trial deputy by District At- 
torney Buron #itts. 
First femme to land such job. 


Lazarus, Joe Kelly, | 


- 





Clowning Warnerites 








Pittsburgh, Jun 18. 


a Packard station wagon and decided 
to give a duplicate to Car] Leserman 
at the Chi meet. 

When Sears, Mort Blumenstock 
and Leserman arrived at the County 
Airport, an announcer at the p.a. 
system was paging them thusly: 
‘Brother Orchid calling Mr. Sears, 
Mr. Lesermen, Mr. Blumenstock and 
‘All This and Heaven, Too.’ 

Canadian gang had a tough time 
getting their across - the - border 
dough cashed. They couldn't even 
pass it off in a poker game. ; 

Local sales gang passed out Pitts- 
burgh stogies in a little bag ear- 
marked ‘Watch Our Smoke.’ 


played Harry Kalmine’s home course, 
the Westmoreland C. C., the Pitts- 
burgh zone manager had an attend- 
ant meet them at every other green 
with cold drinks (soft). 


smile this long over his $800 cash 
prize and promotion to the Cleve- 
land office. 

The ribbing Sid Rechetnik, trade 
paper contact in the home office, 
took from his immediate superiors 
was enough to last him all year. 

Wolfe Cohen, Canadian district 
manager, complaining that the cracks 
in ‘Torrid Zone’ come too fast for 
his audiences. 

Joe Feldman and his local pub- 
licity gang got plenty of praise from 
ithe biggies for his great newspaper 
space the meet grabbed here, even 
to editorials in the dailies. 

Major Albert Warner took time out 
the second day to visit his old home 
out in the East End district. 

Night baseball game at 9:30 be- 


that broke up Harry Kalmine’s cock- 
| tail party and buffet supper for Sears 
|on closing day, and it got under way 
at five. 

Picture of Harry Seed, Pitt branch 
manager, in the program, must have 
been taken when ‘he .was in high 
school. 





Brit. Army Shows 


Continued from page 2 











maintained to equip the garrison 
houses. 

One of those heading the stage di- 
vision is Stanley Bell, who is known 
in the U. S., having been assigned to 
| Stage the Canadian and southern 
| companies of ‘Journey’s End’ by Gil- 
‘bert Miller. He entered the first 
| world war as a private and emerged 
| as a lieutenant colonel. Bell enlisted 

when the present hostilities started, 
| but was not accepted for active duty 
| because of his age. However, his 
| commission was restored and he was 
placed with the entertainment divi- 
sion. 

Canada may establish a similar en- 
tertainment corps as indicated by 
using the Royal Alexandria, Toronto, 
this summer. House has not lighted 
at this time of the season for the 
past 16 years, but Dominion authori- 
ties recommended such a move on 
grounds that it will bolster the mor- 
ale of both the citizenry and men in 
uniform. A season of stock will be 








ley. 





CINCINNATI 


(Continued from page 11) 





|*‘Opened Mistake’ (Par) and ‘Island 
‘Doomed Men’ (Col), split with ‘Gangs 
| Chicago’ (Rep) and ‘Sons of Navy’ 
(Mono). Seasonal $1,800. Last week, 
‘Women Names’ (Par) and ‘Curtain 
Call’ (RKO), divided with ‘Hi-Yo 
Silyer’ (Rep) and ‘Man Nine Lives’ 
(Col), okay $1,900. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Flight Angels’ (WB). Limp $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Saturday’s Children’ 
(WB), poor $3,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42)—‘Mil- 
lion B. C.’ (UA). Okay $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO), third 


$3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42 )—‘Ty- 
phoon’ (Par). Slow $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Torrid’ (WB). slumped in last 
half to a lukewarm $9,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 35-42)— 
‘Torrid’ (WB). Transferred from 
Palace for second week. Light $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Waterloo’ (M-G), terrible 
$2,000. House scheduled to shutter 
for summer Friday (21). 





When Charlie Einfeld and Sears | 


Charlie Rich, of Buffalo, wore a | 


tween Dodgers and Pirates was all | 


run and fourth downtown week, nice | 


EZZELL UNDERWOOD 
DRIVE-INS FOR TEXAS 


San Antonio, June 18. 


Construction on this city’s first 
. Drive-In expected to get under way 


i 





| 
| 


| in next several weeks, under supef-| 
| vision of Claude Ezzell and W. G. 


Underwood. Theatre outside city 
limits to accommodate 300 automo- 
biles. Will be opened about Aug. 1. 
| The local unit is one of nine drive- 


Texas. 





Charlette’s First Drive-In 
Charlotte, N. C., June 18. 
The new Charlotte Drive-In will 
open July 1, Ed Harris, manager, 
announces, Capacity, 350 cars. First 
of its kind in this vicinity. 





Long’s Vogue 
Vancouver, B. C., June 18. 
W. J. Long will erect a new the- 
atre, the Vogue, for October opening. 








| Reade’s Additions 

| Now operating 35 theatres, Walter 
' Reade has laid plans for the building 
of four new houses at a cost of ap- 
proximately $1,000,000. Two of the 
theatres, one replacing the old Trent 
in Trenton, will be turned over to 
RKO for operation. 

Of the quartet of houses planned, 
three will be of the so-called ‘com- 
munity’ type such as Read built in 
four New Jersey and New York 
towns a couple of years ago. 

Plans call for a two-floor, 1,800 
seat house in Hempstead, L. I. and a 
1,200-seater at Garden City, which 
Reade himself will operate. Third 
of the community type will be a 
theatre of 1,000 seats in Trenton, 
where also the fourth will be put up 
to replace the outmoded Trent. The 
fourth house is to be built in asso- 
ciation with RKO, with cost of 
demolishing the Trent and putting 
;up the: new house being around 
| $150,000. 








Strike Near 


Continued from page 16 





preliminary discussion on plans for 
instituting an apprenticeship system 
for studio crafts under which begin- 
ners would divide their time between 
schoolrooms and actual work on the 
film lots. 

3. Negotiators for Producers asso- 
ciation and Screen Writers Guild 
held their first meeting in their new 
| attempt to get together on a contract 
for the SWG, with both sides report- 
ing progress. 

4. Screen Actors Guild board voted 
that all further discussion of pro- 
posals for a new code for extras 
would be put over until after the 
standing committee has completed its 
current investigation and makes its 
recommendations. 

80% Guild Shep Seen 





tract negotiations with the major 
producers, indications over the week- 
end were that an 80% Guild deal 
was the best it-could hope for. Stu- 
dio heads insist that the Guild per- 
mits them to hire 30% non-Guilders, 
| but a compromise is looked for. 
Other matters on which the SWG 
committee and those representing the 
lots cannot as yet see eye to eye in- 
clude the ratio of junior to senior 
writers to be permitted in scenario 
departments and the guarantees on 
minimum salaries and flat deals. as 


ployment. 

Producers are understood to be 
| arguing that it is impossible for them 
| to meet the Guild’s demand for an 
assurance of a minimum of two 
weeks’ work for every writer with a 
| week’s notice on his windup date. 
| They are said to be insisting that it 
| is difficult to decide in advance how 





long they will require a writer's ser- | 
vices on any particular job, whether | 


it will require one day or six months. 
; Studios Unaffected 

Major studios have been unaffected 
by the tieup. Warners had its big- 
gest day in months for extras, using 
around 500 for ‘City for Conquest,’ 
‘The Letter,’ ‘Flowing Gold,’ ‘Man 
from Fleet Street’ and ‘Tugboat 
Annie.’ Studio casting office made 
calls direct, while hundreds of day 
workers called the studio. Major 
portion were holdovers from previ- 
ous calls. 

Neither 20th-Fox, which used 90, 
nor Metro, with 60, had difficulty 
getting all the atmosphereans needed 
by the same process. Universal's 80 
were called direct or were previously 
on call. RKO, Paramount, Columbia 
and other plants were similarly un- 
affected, and production moved along 
without interruption, 





While the Screen Writers Guild is | 
demanding a closed shop in its con- | 


well as guarantees on length of em- | 











porium, Pa., exhibitor, is treasurer. 
Jules Lapidus, U exchange chief 
, here just appointed to eastern dis- 
trict managership of same company, 
will be honored next Monday (24) 
| at a testimonial dinner in the Wil- 
| liam Penn hotel being sponsored by 
local Variety Club. In addition, U 
‘employes will toss a luncheon for 
| Lapidus at Hotel Roosevelt Satur- 





Sales gang gifted Grad Sears with|in theatres that they will build in| day (22). 


Joe Mazzei, who left Art Cinema 
| few months ago to become manager 
of Alpine circuit's new Gerard, 
| West View, resigned and is back as 
assistant at the tiny foreign-film 
site, where he had previously been 
with owner Gabe Rubin for five 
| years. ; 
|” Rex, Slickville, Pa., just been ac- 
quired by Claude S. Waugaman, who 
lives in nearby Vandergrift, Pa. Lat- 
ter for last five years has been ex- 
hibiting 16 mm. films at present has 
35 shows weekly on his schedule in 
that area, with five crews operating 
seven situations each. 

Two Film Row veterans here, Ed 
Lebby and Bob Lynch, with a com- 
bined total of 49 years in the busi- 
ness behind them, have quit the 
trade to go into a new undertaking, 
the nature of which hasn’t been dis- 
closed, together in Erie, Pa. Lebby, 
who recently celebrated his silver 
anniversary in the industry, has left 
the RKO sales force, joining Lynch, 
who got into distribution in 1916 and 
recently resigned his post with the 
WB branch. 

A new candy vending company 
has been launched here by M. A. 
Rosenberg, veteran exhibitor and 

resident of the AMPTO of Western 

ennsylvania, and Nate E. Landy, 

of Film Row. Trade name of outfit 
is Rossman Candy Service and a 
number of their machines have al- 
= been installed in local thea- 
res. 

Mike Shapiro and Archie Fineman, 
operating a string of theatres in and 
around Pittsburgh, have just pur- 
chased the Sherrod Temple in subur- 
ban Sheraden and will convert it 
into a modern 1,000-seater this sum- 
'mer. Hope to have spot going by 
| Labor Day. Acquisition of the Sher- 
irod property, together with another 
theatre in Sheraden, presently the 
only one in that district,~increases 





| the Shapiro-Fineman circuit to seven | 


| houses. 

| Wilford Sklar has resigned as as- 
sistant manager of WB's Boulevard 
| here to become manager of the Roxy, 
Clearfield, Pa., for England Bros. 
Ernest Fox, student assistant at 
Loew's Penn, transferred to Mem- 
phis as assistant manager of Loew 
house there. 

Plans completed for new 500- 
| Seater erected here on Greenfield 
| avenue for H. L. Perer. Will be a 
| one-story building. New Rivoli, un- 
| der construction for Cambria Thea- 
j tres, Inc., in Ebsensburg, will be 
; opened July 4 and R. Allison, gen- 
'eral manager of the circuit, will toss 
|a holiday party for the trade. 

Another first-runner here giving 
up the ghost for the summer. It’s 
the Senator, one of Harris circuit's 
| two downtown houses, which shuts 
| tonight (18) until Aug. 1, according 
|to.the announcement, but probably 
| for a longer time. Lack of product 
| given as the reason, which is true 
since house’s best draft has come 
from Alvin h.o.’s and sister-house 


| worth holding. 


| Theatres—Exchanges 
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| Other first-run spot to shutter was | : 
| Shea-Hyde Fulton, which closed few | dale, Buffalo. to Sol Raives, has taken 


weeks ago, also for summer. 


Leaves | Over 








Henry Needles, district manager for 
Warner Bros., has already received 
the approval of Mayor Spellacy and 
Ned Allen, head of the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Will mark the first time in the his. 
tory of the city that a Mardi Gras 
has been sponsored here. Giant 
spectacle will be held on Main street 
between the Strand and Capitol the- 
atres.. Plans for the affair are stil] 
in the making and will be completed 
this week. 





Moroney’s Legal Aide 
Austin, Tex., June 18. 
Dick Stout, an assistant state at- 

torney here under Gerald Mann, re- 
signed his post and has become an 
attorney for the Interstate Circuit, 
Inc., under John Moroney, the cir- 
cuit’s general counsel. 


Battin to Ritz, Toledo 
Toledo, O., June 18. 

Ben Battin, assistant manager of 
the Rivoli, has become manager of 
the Ritz, Mansfield. Al Dennis, 
manager of the Palace. Toledo, suc- 
ceeds Battin at the Rivoli, and How- 
ard Feigley. Jr.. replaces Dennis as 
manager of.the Palace. Feigley. Sr., 
is manager of the Rivoli. 

Both Palace and Rivoli operated 
by same company. 





Campbell’s Acquisition 
Denver, June 18. 

Dale Campbell has leased the Gem, 
Walsenburg, Colo., from Ed Mapel. 

J. J. Goodstein back: from extended 
trip east. 

Fox houses in Denver. (9) now 
using bank night, dropping the Ford 
giveaway used for years. Starting 
with $1,000 the pot is increased $250 
weekly. 

Fox has closed the Hiawatha, Den- 
ver nabe, for the summer. 

C. E. McLaughlin arranged to use 
the high school auditorium at Las 
Animas, Col., following the destruc- 
tion of the Kiva theatre by fire. He 
will use the schoo] for one change a 
week. 

Ralph Hamilton, manager of the 
Gothic, and Dick Dekker, manager of 
the Santa Fe, both owned by C. U. 
(Bank Nite) Yaeger, have traded 
houses. 

Herschell Wheeler, manager of the 
Pace, Gordon, Neb., has been sent to 
Hot Springs, S. D., to manage the Hot 
Springs theatre, succeeding Clinton 
Robbins, resigned. 

M. J. Yoeman, Universal auditor, is 
at the local exchange checking ae- 
counts. 





Pratt Adds House 
Buffalo, June 18. 
Olympic, N. Collins, sold by F. 6. 
Hager to Button A. Pratt. 
Joseph Kaliski, new Rochester 


isalesman for UA, succeeding Jules 


Jasper. 
Majestic, Rochester, for rent due 
to death of Morris Zimmerman. 
Ralph Maw, Buffalo Metro branch 


|; manager, discoursed to 500 students 


at Normal School, Fredonia, on ob- 
jections to the Neely Bill. 

Falls, Honeoye Falls, operated by 
H. Barnard, closed for summer. 

Colonial, Niagara Falls, reopened 
by Abraham Lewis. 

Andover, Andover, N. Y., sold by 
Paul Van Zile to Rybak Bros. Don- 
ald Rogers will manage. 

Star, Middleport, vacated by Mar- 


litself hasn’t had anything lately tina Circuit, taken over by Alex 


Storelli. 
Minna Rosen, who sold the Oak- 
Artistic, 


Buffalo, formerly 


| town with only five first-runs, Alvin, | operated by Francis Wycalek. 


Stanley, Penn, Warner and Ritz, but 

| really only three inasmuch as latter 
two have become almost exclusively 
| h.o. spots. 





Floods Stall Neb. Openings 
Omaha, June 18. 


Floods in western Nebraska had | of Ft. Dodge, Ia. 


some effect on show business there, 
| but there were repercussions in 
Omaha, too, where most of Nebraska 
gets its theatre supplies. George 
Barber, who is building a new house 
in Homer, Neb., right in the flood 
area, and had intended to open June 
14, wired Scott Ballantyne, local 
| supply man, that there would be 
some delay in installation of projec- 
tion machinery. Same local firm also 
has order for new equipment for 
George Monroe’s new theatre in 
Kearney, Neb. The Empress burned 
| there recently. j 





Must Raze Unsafe House 
_ Pomeroy, O., June 18. 

The Ohio supreme court has af- 
firmed a decision of the Meigs county 
courts, upholding an order of the 
state fire marshal which ruled that 
John E. Lyons, owner of the opera 
house in Pomeroy, O., demolish the 
erga because of its unsafe con- 
ition. 





Sparks’ House 
_ Cooper, Tex., June 18. 
Remodeling started here to convert 
a building into a modern theatre, 
seating 800. Henry Sparks operator. 





Red Cross Mardi Gras 

; Hartford, June 18. 
As their part of the current Red 

Cross campaign to raise funds for 

European’ war-stricken. Hartford 





‘Gras on July 3. 


| 


| 
| 
1 








Heller, Salthun Swap Jobs 
Lincoln, Neb., June 18. 

Irving Heller, formerly in Colum- 
bus, Neb., as city manager for 
Central States Theatres, Inc., has 
swapped posts with Henry Salthun, 
Same capacity all 
around. 

Phil and George March, Ver- 
milion, S. D., opened their Coed the- 
atre, 480-seater, last week. 

Jack McCarthy, formerly with 

Gaumont-British, and Bob Ringler, 
one-time franchise-holder with 
Monogram, both in Omaha, now 
doing Nebraska and Iowa territory 
with a couple of indie pictures. 
_ M. E. McClain finishing remodel- 
ing the New Empress, Fremont, 
Neb., and hopes to have the new 
Central States deluxer ready for 
July 1 opening. 

Mike Roth, Omaha manager of 
National Screen Service, taking four 
weeks’ vacation with his wife, start- 
ing July 1, and doing up most of 
the time in Yellowstone Park. Mrs. 
Roth is at present in New York, at 
the bedside of her mother, who un- 
derwent a serious operation. ; 

Film transport service of Dick 
Lysinger, who has the Ravenna, 
Ravenna, Neb., in addition, was in- 
terrupted when the truck caught 
fire and burned in Grand Island 
with a load on. 





Reopening One 
Stephenville, Tex.. June 18. 
Reopening of the Majestic here ex- 
pected to take place this week. 
House damaged by fire several 
months ago. The building housing 
the theatre is owned by R. E. Cox, 
while the theatre is owned jointly by 
Cox and Mrs. Thomas Donnell. in 


theatre men are sponsoring a Mardi | charge of the operations of the house. 
Idea originated by i Jake Hedricks manager. 


—_— 
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put of the industry. We think Holly- 
wood should make fewer and better 
pictures—in other words, use the 
same annual budget, but cut down 
the number of productions. Seems 
the only way to eliminate double 
features. Only about 40% of the 
public wants them.’ 


Independent Exhibitor Edward 
(Jos. L. Lawrence Theatres), same 
city, states: ‘We are definitely 
against double features from the 
business standpoint, but think the 
public is quantity-minded, and not 
quality-minded, Therefore, it would 
be difficult to eliminate them, but 
not impossible.’ 

In Philadelphia two independent 
theatre operators indicated they 
would prefer singles. David E. Mil- 
gram, president of Affiliated The- 
atres, Inc., indie circuit of 16 houses, 
said: ‘It’s apparent that the produc- 
ing companies expect us to play dou- 
ble features. They are cutting down 
on the running time of features with 
many of lower bracket films running 
about 55 or 60 minutes. In addition 
they are all cutting down on shorts. 
On top of this, the quality of feature 

roduct has declined. Outside of 

etro and Warners, we're getting an 
unprecedented run of turkeys. This 
too makes it impossible to do busi- 
ness without doubling up. If we get 
a good film, or even a fair one, we 
can run it singly and our patrons 
are satisfied. If we get a decent 
break in clearance, if the quality of 
product is improved, the. double- 
feature evil would be wiped out as 
far as our houses are concerned.’ 

Henry Friedman, manager of 
Lansdowne and Lawndale, indepen- 
dent theatres, Philadelphia, said: ‘If 
we had more pictures of better qual- 
ity it wouldn’t be necessary to have 
double features. Only in situations 
where there is a clearance problem 
ig it necessary to double up. . . No 
exhibitor wants to show duals—but 
in some cases he is forced into it.’ 


Competition Forced ’Em 


In Milwaukee, Al D. Kvool, district 
manager of Warner-Saxe_ circuit, 
states: ‘I have never favored duals, 
and only competition has forced us 
into them. They can be eliminated, 
too, by the industry itself. Just co- 
operation, that’s all.’ 

Duals are not particularly favored 
in Cincinnati, with principal users 

eing neighborhood exhibs who 
glaim they double-feature in self- 
defense. Ike Libson, chief of RKO 
theatres there, never went for them 
except in the little Family theatre, 
which has a 25c top. Frank Huss, 
$z., president of the Greater Cincin- 
nati Motion Picture Exhibitors, who 
operates in this territory, does not 
favor continuance of duals, and says 
that longer good pictures would 
bring about their elimination. 

In Indianapolis, Ken Collins, man- 

er of the Indiana theatre (Katz- 

olle), states: ‘I think the exhibitors 
would profit if double features were 
qliminated, but I can’t see where 
that is possible unless every other 
theatre in the State goes to a single 
feature policy. They are necessary 
at my house as long as double fea- 
tures are shown at competing thea- 
tres.’ 

In the same city, Art Baker, Circle 
(Katz-Dolle), manager, advances a 
new angle: ‘An intelligent booking of 

© B pictures is sure to bring in 
more business than a fair B picture 
shown as a single feature. However, 
& good A picture is hampered by a B 
film on the same bill, because it 
Siows down turnover on the week- 
end, when the profit is made . . . 
jicighborhood theatres profit by 

ouble features because they are able 
to show two A pictures on the same 


wo» POISON 
=B.0.NOW? 


Sometimes show business needs 
mirror so it can see itself as 
e customers see it. That’s the 
alue of “Who Is Poison at the 
ox Office Now?” an article in 
@ current Liberty that pulls 
ho punches. Is Sam Brandt of 
7. O. A. still right about certain 
stars having B. O. at the B. O.? 
Read the issue of Liberty now 
On sale and find out. 


Liberty s- 
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bill, an expedient impossible for 
downtown houses under the present 
booking arrangement.’ 


Simple Solution 


Charles .C. Gordon, manager of 
Olympic (independent), Utica, N. Y., 
states: ‘The question of continuance 
of double feature bills is a hard one 
to answer. It would be easier if 
there were enough good single fea- 
tures. Until there are enough good | 
singles, we may have to have. 
doubles. A single bill also would 
need good shorts to sustain it.’ 

G. F. Finck, manager of the Coro- 
net and Metro (Mexican picture 
house), San Diego, did not think 
duals were a necessity, but favored 
their continuance if they make 
money. ‘They can be eliminated,’ he 
said, ‘by educating the public. It 
couldn’t be done overnight, but the 
public could be educated to single 
features, and the distributors should 
share some of the cost.’ 

Double features are on the way out 
in St. Paul, in the opinion of Lou 
Golden, manager of the RKO Or- 
phuem. He said: ‘Not only do I think 
duals are not a necessity, but I defi- 
nitely believe double features are' 
fast on their way out. The public is 
wise to the usual co-billing of one 
good pix and oné stinker, so they 
telephone for the running time on 
the good one and come for that. 
Palming off the turkeys with A prod- 
uct has done more than any other 
one thing, I believe, to hasten the | 
elimination of the double bill. Pro- 
ducers are aware of this, and I think 
in the future they’ll be earmarking 
their former B product money for A 
pictures.’ 

Jn the same town, the reaction of 
Howard Dale, manager of the Gar- 
rick, subsequent run 15¢ house, was 
different: ‘We don’t favor the spread 
of double features, but I think the 
subject of double features depends 
greatly upon a theatre’s location and 
policy. We must follow the dual 
policy because we're a subsequent | 
run house. We feel that in offering | 
two films for our 15¢ admission | 
we have twice as good a chance} 
catch ’em ar we'd have with a single | 
feature. We find the larger the pic- | 
ture, the poorer the biz. When we)! 
run two well-known pix, we don’t | 
do so well; but when one is little | 
known, so that it is practically 
tantamount to a first run, bus- 
iness is better. Many persons resent 
double features, but then many peo- | 
ple don’t like blue suits, and some | 
people don’t like ice cream. It’s the | 
old story of not being able to please 
everybody.’ 

Carl Niesse, Vogue theatre, Indian- 
apolis: ‘I tried a single feature policy | 
for 18 weeks and didn’t make a dime, 
even though I received 150 to 200) 


letters from people in the neighbor- | 

















hood commending me on that policy. | 
I went into double features and have | 
been doing all right since. I attrib- 
ute this to the fact that 60% of my 
business comes from young people 
between 16 and 22 years old, and | 
they want an extra measure for their 
money, whether they spend it for | 
double-dipped ice cream cones or 
pictures.’ 
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pace with obsolescence of older | 
houses. 

It has been pointed out during | 
the past week that since the opening | 
of Radio City Music Hall in New | 
York, in 1932, there has not been | 
another first run of film rental im- 
portance put into operation in any | 
American key city. Control of film | 
bookings among affiliated houses has 
been the deterrent which has re- 
tarded new independent enterprise. 
At least, that is the allegation. 

In preparation of its proposal for 
the consent decree which was drawn , 
up by the Department of Commerce, 
certain experts of the department | 
sought to anticipate the future by | 
incorporating into the document | 
(Section 6) a long list of rules which 
would govern film distribution un- | 
der changed competitive conditions | 
created through the building of new | 
theatres. Regardless of prevailing | 
apathy in the expansion of exhibi- 
tion, these experts declared their re- | 


search into the industry revealed | 


that within the next five years sub- | 
stantial replacements and the open- 
ing of new houses are inevitable. 
That is, if the industry is to main- | 
tain its present prestige as a business 
and an art. To figure otherwise, it | 
was said, is to anticipate the begin- 
ning of a decline in publie interest | 
in films and consequent tapering of | 
attendance. 

Some progress is being made to | 


define the status of Columbia, Uni- 
versal and United Artists, the first 
two producing and distributing com- 
panies and the latter exclusively a 


distributing organization, as distin- | 


guished from the five major firms 
which own and operate theatres. 
Latter group includes Metro, Para- 
mount, RKO, Warner Bros. and 20th 
Century-Fox. 

Although no agreement of Gov- 
ernment and company counsel has 
been reached regarding the three 
non-theatre owning companies, it is 
likely they will not be asked to sign 
the consent decree in full, but will 
enter into a stipulation with the 
Government to abide by the terms 
which effect them solely as distribu- 
tors. ~ 

U. S. Perspective 


The U.S. attitude was summed up 
by one of the counsel, who declared 
that in view of conditions in Europe, 
it seemed highly possible that no 
American films could be exhibited at 
a profit, or even exhibited in those 
countries now under totalitarian dom- 
ination. Rather than ‘press the in- 
dustry to the wall,’ when 35% of its 
revenue is lost, the Government is 
willing ,.to work out an amicable 
settlement to save time and money, 
as well as what, the Government 
feels, will be the ultimate grief of 
a tried suit. a 

But the U.S., while willing to 
make concessions, will not go too 
far, and ‘expects a relieved and 
grateful industry to try to equalize 
the benefits of a settlement’ and not 
try to ‘get away with murder’. 
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boom in some sections but a terrible 
depression. in others. He points to 
the fact the Allies have announced 
they will increase their purchases of 
munitions in this country, but that, 
in order to maintain their trade in 
balance, they will reduce purchases 
of other commodities. ‘If you think 
you can shoulder this added burden 
(higher rentals) on the strength of 
your present earnings, you had bet- 
ter find out whether those earnings 
will continue,’ he warns. 
Consent Decree 

Probability that the negotiations 
for a consent decree in the Govern- 
ment suit will be openly discussed 
is indicated, with Kirsch referring 
to the Department of Commerce plan 
and the formula involving the sale 
of completed films in blocks of five, 
following a trade screening. He adds 


| that this has been shelved tempo- 


rarily but predicts that the distribu- 
| tors will urge a similar plan upon 
| the U. S. Kirsch does not indicate 
| what Allied’s position might be with 


the Music Hall got the most of what 
little patronage was to be had, with 
the rest of the town virtually going 
| begging. This included nabes. 

Horace Heidt, at Loew’s State on 
a two-week booking at $11,000 this 
week, $10,000 next, is among attrac- 
tions the public is passing up. With 
‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G) (2d run) as 
|as the picture, Heidt will not get 
the State over $20,000, if that much. 
Sunday’s night business is said to 
have struck bottom, but the mat was 
‘fair. Broadway has several major 
| holdovers on which a dip was to be 
| anticipated, though probably not as 
' much, but for conditions. 
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tirement, studio retrenchment and 
world-wide operating economies, 
initiated in 1937, largely has offset 
the decline in foreign revenue, ac- 
cording to Balaban’s statement to 
stockholders. He pointed to steps 
being taken to safeguard interests in 
England. 

The biggest loss in the foreign 
field, Balaban stated, is from depre- 
ciation of currency. 

Regarding South American busi- 
ness, Balaban hurriedly estimated 
that revenue from there represented 
only about 1% of Paramount’s world 
gross from all sources (of course, in- 
cluding theatres). Hence, he told 
shareholders even a 33% _ business 
increase in the Latin - Americas 
would mean a mighty small improve- 
| ment. - 


LOST BATTALION’ AS 
SEQUEL TO WB ‘69TH’ 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Warners is preparing ‘The Lost 
Battalion’ as a followup for ‘Fight- 
ing 69th,” with the same cast headed 
by James Cagney, Pat O’Brien and 
George Brent. 

Norman Reilly Raine is doing the 
script, from a yarn by Fletcher 
Pratt and Thomas Jackson. 














LANG GETS A RIDE 
Hollywood, June 18. 

Charles Lang was picked out of 
RKO’s stock player list to play op- 
posite Fay Wray in ‘Wildcat Bus,’ 
which goes before the cameras to- 
morrow (Wed.). 

Frank Woodruff directs. 














Twin Pix 


Continued from page 6 














Houlahan, KSFO promotion mana- 
ger, San Francisco: ‘On an evening 
set aside for a show, usually no other 
plans have been made and I desire a 
full evening’s entertainment (mean- 
ing a double feature).’ 


Typical of those who duck seeing 
two features by getting the starting 
time on the one picture they want to 
see is District Attorney John J. Mc- 
Ginty, Oneida County (Utica, N. Y.), 
who said: ‘I prefer a bill with a good 
single feature. I frequently check the 
time of the_feature before going to 
the theatre so I can see it, and leave.’ 

Mrs. Thomas Riddell, housewife, 
Indianapolis, Ind., brought up the 
angle that the second feature might 
have been seen elsewhere: ‘I like 
the single feature bills because I 
have often seen one of the pictures 
on a double feature bill in my neigh- 
borhood theatre. When I go down- 
town I don’t stay for the lesser pic- 
ture.’ Charles Evancho, barber in 
San Diego, stated: ‘I prefer single 
features, and so do the majority of 
my clients. In conversation with 
them I find that double bills keep 
a lot of them out of the theatres.’ 





Tax Tap 
Continued from page 5___| 


rather than let it remain at 30c, 
they would prefer seeing it brought 
as low as a dime. 

According to inside, the Senate 
Finance Committee and the House 
Ways and Means Committee in 
Washington had at the outset con- 
Sidered taxation from 10c up, but 
a group of influential southern ex- 
hibitors sidetracked this proposal. 
Subsequently, the first draft of the 
tax bill called for a lowering of the 
exemption from 40c to 30c. Change 
over the weekend, dropping the tax 
to 10c, same as in the last World 
War, followed the reccommendations 
made by the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors, representing 
the majors. 

Sen. Pat Harrison, chairman of the 
Senate Finance Committee, has es- 
timated that the admissions tax (in- 
cluding also sports, cafes, niteries) 
would yield at least $77,000,000, while 
other estimates rate it as high as 
$100,000,000. This estimate is re- 
garded in the trade as being entirely 
too high. 
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he declaims. You will have to do 


can think intelligently, you must 
know the facts and you should have 
the benefit of the advice and experi- 
ence of other exhibitors. Moreover, 
you will have to join with those 
other exhibitors in putting any pro- 
gram into execution. Anxious as we 
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 WEBR CUTS OUT| Estimated Network Program Costs I 
4 ; ‘ 3 

(For Night-time Production Only (Not Hook-ups), Season 1939-40) ee UP IN W AR TIME 

j i o 
Be ALL FOREIGN PROGRAM ACCOUNT NETWORK AIR TIME COSTS 

i: ‘Adventures of Ellery Queen’.......... OO, Se eee eee ey ON ss bho ks Sun,, 7:30-8........6. -« $3,000 

' + ; LI i‘Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’.......Bromo Quinine............- Oakes k es °M., 8-8:30...... sees - 3,300 

/ del ‘Aldrich MAIN 5c 0 0rsee este ease aoe bers BOR ska ess pie eit eh ginada er ca a re . 3,500 

tz NE di ccasictcaneeedicaenne nen Bristol-Myers ..........+6+: eee . a ere ° yr 

ie i ocean silica er a: ere . & 

: | Bes Ameche canes never teens tenees reese Old Gold.. a ghana — aa... ”  $'500 Montreal, June 18. 

Buffalo, Tune 18. ‘American Album’............+..-es00- BET cecccce eer Soe rare , cam indies i Cio: dalle ole. 

Hs Just 24 hours after President ‘Amos ’n’ Andy’..........-..e+eseeeees Campbell Soup. ....-ccccces s,.. SaSrar ter pe Pee Cy S| er A - tions has registered increases rang- 

t reread _. for wy. os cid cncoestnaceean Wrigley. ........0. fe hee ee ie MI oc cicddens ‘ rs ing from 15% to as much as 50° in 

Ex: i wiped its slate clean of foreign ton- | ‘ ren Be WEGOR. . gnc cc ccc oMOlc ccc ccccce *W., 8:30-9.........00% . ’ spots in the Dominion durin 

e NESS gues. Sponsors of Italian and Polish soko aks 0 49 She wb 6o0 4 0'bdSI0% Brown & Wmson.........-- Red. = naan 950 rng Bee ge od months of 1940. Poet 

language programs were offered ‘Battle of the Sexes’................06- es a kkbksascarsncews Ree Sere ues., SO, nies acae ne P. i daar Gis ak ee a te leat 
choice of staying on with English |«Beat the Band’..............-eeeeeees <a Kebusseese SS errs Sun., 6:30-7...cccccee oe ,700 commercial aspects adversely, with 
ge ME Eee cscresenecrneressones Bell Telephone............. ee BH? O-B90........00000 QURD Cotes ate allem som. 

. s e ”. 

Only tara etm Jeft the air— | Jack Benny Cece er erereseseseesereseeeee Jello Peer rrecerecvesessseees Red eececcocceccn Sun., laa ye Only co — “_u = _ 
Procter & Gamble transcription of Edgar Bergen..............eeeeeeeees ..Chase & Sanborn.......... eS Sun., 8-8:30.......79,500-10, air or ony ¥. ige ° s ~ y, 
(Marek Family,’ Polish serial, which | yq; 1 Quaker Oats...........++. eee *Sat., 8:30-9........:... 4,500) are those who have been depending 
hecnuse of ita Nature. could not be |Milton Berle.........sseseeeeeeeeeee e* ane materials manufactured in Europe 
subbed. S ; EE, died ivevustckceunss<sesvies Amer. Tobacco...........+- Wg Bs sev sas wi hia camnst We Geteiiad clewhere. & 

. Sponsors took change-over , M.. 7:30-8 2,750 i . 
graciously, WEBR officials said. Ital- ‘Blondie’ ..........csceeeceeesccceceeee COMGIS 3 oschanes errr ade pecicerd Pe | ht . ’ In one or two instances sponsors 
ian and Polish announcers remained | yajor Bowes............0sseeeeeeees .-Chrysler ..... ee = yy Thurs, B......005: » 16,000} may have discontinued advertising 
with the programs, doing their | Lehn & Fink ieee WTB iicicecsvnse . 12,500| because of entire output being pur- 
spiels in English. GE GN NR i ohio cas Feiceesene convene EEE OS. he pica rein chased by the government Ser Gaiite 

WBNY, other local outlet handling Burns and Allen (Begin July 1, 1940)..George Hormel........... Ey | ARSE PIs ciasinsansles si . ’ tary purposes. This may have ac- 

foreign language stuff, asked its lis- | ‘Cavalcade of America’.............++: fe Sees, ae rere Tues., 9-0:90..... 00. - 5,500! counted for a loss of less than 1% 
a ee Specs. Te You ! Cities Service Concerts.........-.-++- Cities Service..........+. o MOD. cor ceseees F., 8-9... ccessevceee - 3,200) of total volume. 
i a Se, welts) Colgate-Pal.-Peet CBS Thurs., 8-8:30.......... 1,200] New series of quarter-hour pro- 
in,’ station announced. Situation is | ‘Ask-It-Basket’ ........0.--eeeeeeees ...Colga e- So eee | Sey > steiGeems tt Masth Minidies (On- 
different than at WEBR, though, ' Contented Program..............+++ eee ee |. Serre OT TOC OER 2isis0eeeee . tario) scheduled to start over Can- 
since WBENY has only Polish hour | «court of Missing Heirs’............- eR TT. IST erie Tues., 8:30-8:55........ 3,500 adian Marconi station CFCF this 
end there's no resentment against Camels feveed ES: Sat., 10-10:30.......13,000-4,000 | week. Mason Remedies will sponsor 
the Poles. Bob Crosby........cscccesccecsesscces secceece obese ae” eee osein] dane tus Gaase Sane. 

Ban at WEBR affects vocals on ‘Death Valley Days’......... wereues ....Pacific Coast Borax....... ee Sat., 9:30-10......-6008 1, * age nye alee 
foreign language platters, too. First «py. Christian’............+sseeeeeeeees Vaseline Products........ ee W., 8:30-8:55........... 3,500 meee ee Deve: Seite 00 
day (12) change-over went into ef! De’ T Qo. ..e cece ee ee cee ee een ee sess « ~~: “de TeeRpS : anne M,, 9-9:30........0. .++ 1800] mewagathering | associations an 
Sent, only two wax vocals were aired | woe, Aces, .........6 ss eseseec eve cees ee eee amuens c MRIEREST Tu., W., Th., 7-7:15.... 3,500 | methods whereby pg tema and 
Se Sener FOR aie BH ONE PUNO | ieee TIME. 05.0000 000000ceseceecess ae avec OMe.....;..- “Tues, 7:15-7:30........ 1,750 | dailies are serviced, produced as a 
% Funiculs. Station carries two | ois Wighter’.. ers ee ERE oe | ee 3,200 | Sustainer by CFCF with Chris Ellis 
Bours Cf Polish and 1% Hours Of | sich BandWaGOn...........000.csses00 F. W. Fitch...........0000- Red...........Sun.,, 7:30-8.......- {2,000-2,500 | Spieling. 
wae enth marning. eae MUM Maut...........0cccsees Ford ....... ang I sous qk’ Sun., 9-10...+.+++s .... 7000! R. Gonthier (Vickers & Benson 

WEBR announcement on its de- | ore eee ip EES” Se Se Es caecaaks Bh, GUI, ossceveses . _ 800| Agency) spotting & French-language 
cision was this: ben ‘“ te Soe ae eben Colgate-Pal.-Peet .......... Serer ae eer .  3,500| war-time show entitled ‘On Guard’ 

‘Due to the importance of radio in | ‘Gang Busters’.....-.-++++-+++++++0++- Maxwell House........ Red...........Thurs., 9-9:30.......... 9,500| three times weekly over station 
America’s national defense, WEBR ‘Good News’..... pete eeeeeeeeeeeeseeseas conan oe gllaeala appa ong gece *  9'000 | CKAC for Catelli Macaroni, Author- 
is adopting the policy of broadcast- | ‘Good Will BOucs «a yucccisrrests NS ceo vcciccessatiat BO cca sc cv MES asesevaees 2,200|ed by Ed Beaudry, ‘On Guard’ is 
ing exclusively in English. ‘Grand Centra ALION’......++++ee eee 5. * lll aa della lla agg +E *¢ Ziel ateal ok aavieae Ueies tein the 

‘National defense policy and Wash- | Grand Ole Opery Camb radia eres e acer he ® AT ee eT ee teehee Sig ned Sewanee aye ieeuk whak Ghty Gin do to halo the 
jngton opinion are that American ‘Grouch Club Piao Finis ds hobs beeen — paiancamteagsssan eee ok Sree Ns ee ee ee yet ane ie Ge Me ean Ponies te 
radio stations best can serve our | Edwin C. Hill. A Rae eT ee OL ere eee = ” ‘ vas <i | ee pen aint aun de Gs ea ou Gedtinn 
country in this hour by broadcast- |‘Hobby Lobby’........ see eee eee e teenies FOB. cs ccccscccccvccccccecs cess cccesees un., co cee cececees * Ze aes a ae Ges Senate 
ing in the common language of the | ‘Hollywood Playhouse’..............+- Andrew Jergens............ Sr W., 8-8: set eseeeeees : ; oar aii aki. ded aeeacal , 
United States. PE Sg adic aslo re bnes ses kgs aewees Pepsodent tet ance al anny 6:6 ipreleree Or er Tues., 10-10:30......... 9,000 ain z a et Bs & y 

‘We believe all our patriotic lis- ;| Hedda Hopper.................s20see0% Calif. Fruit Growers....... err, M., W., F., 6:15-6:30.... 1,000 | Speeding up w rts. 
teners will join with WEBR in sup- | Howard and Sheiton...............-+6: | ee error RS M., 8:30-8:55. .......0- - 4,000] Supersuds (Colgate - Palmolive - 
porting this move.’ I I, oo ocievcceseicesenes Fleischmann’s Yeast........ ae M.-F., 7:15-7:30. .....06 3,000 | Peet) sponsoring British United 

; TION, PICDES 6 ic6isccsivescscg vous Canada Dry Ginger Ale.....Blue.......... yo) SS - 6,000} Press newscast in French over sta- 
‘Promotes Loyalty’—Dyer is Seeiieg eet ay eewed Vitalis ...... cae ere ais pg cn ye *Thurs., 8-8:30.......... 3,000 | tion CKAC beginning July 1. 
Chicago, June 18. | ‘Johnny Presents’...............++00e PPP PROUTIB bce caseoccwene os | ae Be BoaU as ciscvincé-was - 3,500 ‘Ceux Qu’on Aime’ (‘Those We 

Gene T. Dyer, operator of WGES, | Sammy Kaye................0eeeeeeees lhe oj) ree Red-Blue...... De ee i iakciewwrosece - 2,000} Love’), Pond’s French-language pro- 
WSBC and WBCD, last week sent | Wayne King..................+.-+..+-Colgate-Pal.-Peet .......... SN oa ncnineare *Sat., 8:30-8:55.......... 3,800] gram, being taken over by Orange 

i out wires announcing that Chicago | Kraft Music Hall..................+++- Kraft-Phenix Cheese........Red........... Thurs., 10-11..... +11,500-12,500 | Crush for the summer months and 

t stations didn’t anticipate any imme-| Kay Kyser..........+00e+sseeceeeeeeees Luckies ....... rereree Speer ee eee . 7,000! again reverts to Pond sponsorship in 

, diate change in their attitude toward | Guy Lombardo...............20+eeee0: BI BOR oo icciccssccccss eee M., 26-10-98.....6560050. . 3,500! the fall. : 

4 foreign language broadcasts. His |‘Lum and Abner’................0eeees Postum ...... ebeebabereness a, M., W., F., 7:15-7:30.... 4,500] fise Trent's Children” weekly 

a wire mentioned eight local stations| Lux Radio Theatre.................++. DME ccnriseeeseeniesssseved ee Oe oe 78,500-11,000 | naif-hour sustaining dramatic show 

gi serving the foreign speaking popu- |‘Fipber McGee and Molly’.............S. C. Johnson.............. ae Tues., 9:30-10......... - 7,000| on the CBC net for over a year, is 

a! lation. ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’.......... Dr. Lyon’s Toothpowder....Red........... SV Rage 4 | | Soa -« 3,000! now being waxed for Lever Bros. 

i Dyer stated that these outlets’ for- | Metro, Opera Auditions................Sherwin-Williams ......... RS eer 3,000 | (Pearl Soap). Formerly directed by 

‘| eign language broadcasts are “de-|Gjenn Miller..............seeeeeeeeeees Chesterfields ............... 2 ee T.,W.T., 10-10:15. .74,500-5,500 | Rupert Caplan production is now 
a signed to promote sincere loyalty to |r, District Attorney’...............+. CETTE COTTE ETS RE rinks seks Thurs., 8-8:30.......... 2,600] being handled by Joe MacDougall 
a: American ideals,’ and the wire asked, | «yr, District Attorney’..............++- PORRRGORE. oo ie discesisccses | ere ere 2,500 | who also authors. 

: 5 ‘Why remove these good influences | «yr, Keen, Tracer of Lost Persons’..... BiSoDol, Kolynos........... a Tu., W., Th., 7-15-7:30.. 2,000} Program going over 11 Canadian 
i. and turn over to possible un-| «Musical Americana’................++: WestinPnouse ....0.00s0000s Seer Thurs., 8-8:30.......... 6,000] stations as a five-time weekly quar- 
| ee ; yq 
American pressure these hundreds Of | yysical Game...........+...0e00ceeees i ree Se Sun., 8:30-8:55......... 2,200] ter-hour stanza. Cast originating 
thousands of persons who have had ‘One Man’s Family’..............+.00: Tender Leaf Tea........... nao Sun., 8:30-9............  4,000| various roles being retained for the 
. no opportunity to learn our lan-|«parker Family’..........0...00: Pen Sine Andrew Jergens............ ee Sun., 9:15-9:30........ - 1,250] recording, with show scheduled to 
guage?’ RES EE Ee er eee Dole Pineapple............. a 5 | rer -  8,500/ run three to five years. 

j Pe Ns £040 v6ncdeececgsscsseccees COMRGES osicvcves Cb6eceweens Sree ie 0 SP ererrer - 9,000 
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f any one night of the week was reg- | ‘Quicksilver’ .........+..:.eeeeeeeseeee TUS oc cvcceess stent eee ees ca SRE eee : 800 Confers With Shouse 

i istered by the Tuesday schedule. Irene Rich, ...........se:eeeeeeeeeeeees Welch Grape Juice......... ES Sun., 9:30-9:45......... 2,000 
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cost has undergone a_ substantial Robert Ripley SEDER Cee Hobe ne e8e 6 65:0 e0 Nehi Corp.. WO: 6:00-0:80 Os o0 ee NS oes sve Mig TOMO Eck ccece caves 8,000 Dr. Richard Rams Me d scone { 

boost this year is Jell-O’s Jack Benny | Ed Robinson................00++eseeees SE ha nvecetere Kor sav nsx a ee 9,500) wrist of the Wharie . Schaal of ) 
stanza. As Benny’s current season hci c0s beter ceces cadens eerie wich «, MTT _+++.Blue Caves awe Tig, CTL a.Sibiginiece wider . 1,800 Finance, Universit - .P sorinonenin 

comes to a close the payroll for Gen- | Lanny Ross.............. eases seescones Franco-Amer, Spaghetti....CBS.......... M.-F., 7:15-7:30....... 2,250 | as in conf - : yoo a 

eral Foods in this instance figures | ‘Saturday Night Serenade’............. eee: ie ts sckwassel Sat., 9:45-10:15......... 4,000 fee pono ore omny Wi “ 
around $14,000. Under Benny’s new NE Es asi etid ecencs bedeer samen REE SE EG Ciab odin ecbactinses ee re (= | a - 13,500 aa ton le > orn _ year 
contract it will be $18,500 a week. Al| ‘Second Husband’...................0.. OS Re ee ear Tues., 7:30-8.......00¢ 2,800 | 4 ced 7 a h dd —_ oy: a a ith 

Pearce’s price has taken a steady | “The Shadow’...............eeeeeeeeees jo OR eS * Mutual...... a) ae 1,750 WLW’ . - dis . os cag Sten 3 

rise. So has Alec Templeton’s, Tom- | ‘Show Boat’...............:0eecceeeeees Brown & Wmson...........  «~Ser eS 5,500 | sor citi Soe ing market studios in 
my Riggs’ and that of ‘Information, | Silver Theatre................... ee = ee 6,000 | “¢Y cities, Shouse said he might have 

Please.” Other big money acts have |‘Sky Blazers’..............ceceececeees Continental Baking......... Ris cssccan Ak, TG. sca ceccas . 2,000 i - cae ce to * make later 

either remained in about the same |Kate Smith...................cecec eee ND Piso sestesesecees ey A eee . ae ee ee 
brackets or taken reductions when | Phil Spitalny.....................0006- CSOT, BUBCITICS isis cas ccecess ers suUn., 10°10:30....:000 S500 ” 4 pl t i co 
switching affiliations. PEED OB OS BOG oo cc cvcccvccsccees Colgate-Pal.-Peet .......... Se Thurs., 8:30-8:55....... 3,000 | 4; oo aes Taree Sod bong = 

Following is an estimate of the |Sunday Evening Concerts............. | AO opeeetime: OBB........ "tan; 0-16....... SMO) ee ee ne ee 
cumulative costs of commercial |Raymond Gram Swing................. Or: Mutual....... M., F., 10-10:15....... - 1,000 ahs = written much on those 
network programs during a March | ‘Take It or Leave It’.............ceeee: a. ere eee a ere «» 1,600 a er ry Shouse, also a keen stu- 
week when such bankrolled broad-|Alec Templeton.............c.ececeeeee Alka Seltzer...... ixéiaeus <  eeaeer M., 9:30-10.......000008 4,000) o Rg merchandising, taught oa 
casting was at its peak: Wenece Bier THe... .....000000000 BE TN 6 655 6440506640000 RR W., 9-10..... ot. - Toled = at the University o 
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Wednesday ...... 85,000 ‘Truth and Consequences’............. . ._ eee siege Sat., 9:45-10:15......... 950 sl gd power case. Dr. Meat 
Thursday ....... ; 82,000 Tune Up Time’.............5.0000.. ..Ethyl Gasoline.............CBS.......... M, OG0D........5::55 Obl ee ee ee 
Friday .......... . 53,000 —«|| ‘Uncle Walter’s Dog House’............ Brown & Wmson...........Red........... Tate, S600-1)......... Tal gale an ee eee ee ee 
Saturday ........ 36,000 BNE Mise sicc oni sescceesecr eens SS RES i ae Peers, Sb10....G000-SREEE ee ee eet Stee 
ieokas "pase.000 om EE OF WMO os cov sevcccececccess Firestone Tire & Rubber....Red........... eee «+e 3,500 
| eee ; 2. 8 SS Ch Sr rrr reTrerr ey Pemin TOWACCO, ..6665.csecees ee 7OUER, TAOS...c.6000 BD i i 
[See adjoining chart for commer- | ‘Waltz Time’.............0....eceeeeees PO Gs ccccecsccees rere, So Pare - 2,700 Goodkind, Joice & Morgan 
eial program eosts.] NE iccicebuseisassoehnracees Chesterfields ............... OIE: M.-F. 7-7:15.....000... 12,000} Has Dutch Candy Account 
Pte i“ — PET TT TCT TT TT TTT TTT pensar a ‘es TrTeT TT tT ree “ae ere Tues., 9-9:30....... +3,750-4,500 Chicago, June 18 
LU) bd . Oe WOM 60640049 00460006 sevecees ampbe  geeteeT etree Serr *Sun., 8-8:55........ 9,000-11,000 ‘ F z . 
Angeil S New 3-Yr. Pact ‘What Would You Have Done’.......... LE Ree . * ee ; 600 rg rng Se cag pocge a Paget 
oo ee ee eerreree Seer Ree at | RRR - 3,250! Corp Beran 2 Saw 

Sames Rowland Angell, former Walter Winchell. . HERD VERTED OSisvehe bet Andrew Jergens............ SE. 9-915. . 0000... 5,000| Indicates that radio campaign will 
resident of Yale and NBC educa- Bellen — Ve Te TT eee eee oe ype lS Pease bade Sat., oe sb eces *3,500-4,500 | be started early in the fall. 
tional counselor, has had his con- | EE bo 066 $05) 000600460 owes oan’s Liniment........... rere ae eee 750 are 
tract renewed. The new binder is |~———— Olian agency, St. Louis, using 
for three years. | * Off the air, Tadio newscasts for Berry Motos 

His salary is $25,000 a year. t Depends on salaries of guest stars. 


(Packard distribs). 
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Beware of Political Dramatizations 


—— 


_————— 


Washington, June 18. 


A meeting of representatives of the three networks, CBS, NBC and 
Mutual was held last Friday (14) in New York-City for the purpose of 
referring to the National Association of Broadcasters the considered 
opinion of the webs with regard to the handling of political broadcasts 
this autumn on a commercial basis. It is probable Neville Miller will 
presently issue a memorandum on the subject to all stations. 

Most dangerous form of political broadcast in the view of broadcast- 
ers is the dramatized skit. It is by this method in the past that poli- 
ticians have done some of their dirtiest mud-slinging while remaining 
in the background and letting radio, as such, take the slap. Broadcast 
leaders of the alert type want no part of dramatizations in politics. On 
the other hand they are sensitive of any charge, sure to be made, of 


then ‘censoring’ material. 


Broadcasters seem agreed that once each of the major parties has 
completed its convention and nominated its candidate they shall have 
no spokesmen on forums, group discussions, etc, Other reported points 


due for decision are as follows: 


That no studio fakings of audiences should be allowed but pick-ups 


from halls, etc., be okay. 


That anonymous voices should not be used. 
That radio itself should issue no publicity about political speeches 


beyond routine program listings. 


That radio itself should not release the texts of any speeches. 
That neither say should have over one hour of time in any one 


i 











Chester Davis Highly Praises Porter: 


Disclaims Any CBS Relationship 


“Washington, June 14. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


My attention has been directed to 
a story appearing on page 23 in the 
issue of your publication dated June 
12, 1940. This item relates to my 
selection as a member of the Na- 
tional Defense Advisory Commission 
of Paul Porter as my executive as- 
sistant. It is stated in this story 
that the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem obtained this appointment for 
Mr. Porter for an ulterior reason 
which you describe as ‘taking steps 
to align itself with future possi- 
bilities’, That statement is false. 


In justice to Mr. Porter and the 
Columbia Broadcasting System and, 
incidentally, to myself in having 
made this appointment, I am writing 
you the facts in connection there- 
with, 


The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem did not suggest Mr. Porter's ap- 
pointment, even though there would 
have been no impropriety in their so 
doing. When I was administrator of 
the Agricultural Adjustment Admin- 
istration, Mr, Porter was my execu- 
tive assistant, and this was prior to 
the time he became associated with 
Columbia. During that period, ex- 
tending over some three years, we 
worked together intimately on many 
problems relating to agriculture and 
the administration of the national 
farm program. After the President 
requested me to serve as a member 
of this commission, I asked Mr. Por- 
ter 





+ 





| ers, 
if he could arrange to obtain | 


leave from his company to serve | 


during the formative period of this | 
emergency organization. The Colum- 


bia Broadcasting System made Mr. | 


Porter available for this work, a 
service for which the President and 
I are grateful. 

I would direct your attention to 
the fact that*many competent per- 
sons in private industry have been 


pressed into service by this commis- | 
Authors and Publishers is making its 


sion. The patriotism and the lack of 
self interest of these individuals, as 
well as the private companies which 
have made their services available, 


should not in these critical times be | 


the subject of speculation. 
Chester ¢. Davis, 
Member. 
The Advisory Commission to the 
Council of National Defense, Fed- 
eral Reserve Building, 
Wi, ga. C, 





Prof. Quiz to Move 


Chicago, June 18. 


Prof. Quiz show for Procter & 
Gamble will move from its present 
Tuesday night position to a Monday 
night slot starting with time change 
in the fall. 





Washing: | 


/ two or more stations’ 


Deal, arranged with Columbia | 
through the Kastor radio chief, Bob 
Jennings, will put Quiz on the net- 


works on Mondays in the 8-8:30 spot. | 


' morrow night (Thursday). 


‘only the programs that they orig- | 


i ‘School of the Air,’ 


‘Ol’ Opry’ Goes to 36 


Lorillard will raise its Saturday 
night hookup on the NBC-red of 
‘The Grand Ol’ Opry House’ to 36 
stations July 1. 

The program started off with 16 
stations, later going 24 outlets and 
is now using 26 stations. 








Ben Darrow, Pioneer 
In Educational Radio, 
Off WBEN in Buffalo 


Buffalo, June 18. 
WBEN, one of the first commer- 
cial outlets to set up an educational 
division, 





and transferred two aides to other 
departments. Education is out for 
the Summer, and Fall plans aren't 
definite. 
Darrow, a founder of Ohio’s 
joined WBEN in 
1937. His ‘Western New York 
School of the Air’ got nice coopera- 
tion from nearby town and county 
officials, but n.s.g. from local school 
officials, who are notoriously luke- 
warm to radio schooling. Darrow is 
teaching radio course at State 
Teachers College here for summer. 
Understood he will join Roycroft- 
East Aurora, now in hands of 
Samuel Guard, midwest publisher. 


has rubbed Director Ben | 
| H. Darrow’s name off his office door 





‘BUT MUTUALS 
OUT IN CLEAR 


| 
| 





Long- Delayed Monopoly 
Hearings Are Digested 
Into 1,300 Pages With 
Many Sections Mined With | 


Explosives 





LAW AS IS 





Washington, June 18. 
Need for far more stringent regu- 
lation of network operations and the 
relations between chains and affili- 
ates—all possible within present 
Federal Communications Act—was 
stressed Wednesday (12) in the long- 


delayed report on the monopoly in- 
vestigation. Probing committee told 
the rest of the FCC that many pres- 
ent practices and conditions decidedly 
are contrary to public interest and 
that sterner licensing policy is de- 
sirable. 

While there were few outright | 
recommendations, the three-man 
group consisting of Commissioners | 
Thad H. Brown, Fred I. Thompson, | 
and Paul A. Walker summarized the 
mountain of facts and statistics in a 
way that foreshadows numerous ' 
radical changes in industry structure 
and habits if the remainder of the 
FCC trails along. 

There was no recommendation or 
suggestion for any new legislation. 
If the licensing policy is ‘redefined’ 
—the group did not come forth with 
concise statement of what the policy 
should be; the discussion of principal 
problems contained pretty strong 
hints what features ought to be em- 
braced—and close supervision is 
maintained, administrative experi- 











Force of Patriotic Feeling in America 


Breaks Through i in Song Despite Webs | 





Meetings This Week | 





Three broadcaster powwows 
are slated to be held in New 
York this Friday (21). Two of 
them will involve the executive 
committee and board of directors 
of the National Association of 
Broadcasters, and the third the 
Independent Radio Network Af- 
filiates, 

It is understood that the first 
two gatherings will take up the 
question of calling off the NAB 
convention in San Francisco for 
an industry meet in Chicago or 
July next month. Another and 
assured topic will be that of pur- 
chasing some important catalogs 
for Broadcast Music, Inc. 


TRANSRADIO'S 
CAN. HEARING 


Montreal, June 18. 
Chairman Rene Morin of the 
Board of Directors of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. is expected to 
give the American news outfit, 














| Transradio, its ‘day in court’ on June 
| 27 in Ottawa. 


This will be an ob- 
jective hearing of the issues raised 
recently by allegations that Trans- 
radio European news was not clear- 
ing through official British sources 
as required under war regulations. 


Canada is most anxious to be con- 
sidered fair and just in handling this 
delicate matter. Herbert Moore, 
head of Transradio, has strongly 





ence will show whether the 1934 Act 
needs to be bolstered, the report 
said. 


Networks Hadn’t Looked 
For So Strong a Document 


The findings were a knock-out 
blow to the network watchers. Re- 
peated tips on what the report would 
say still had not prepared them for 
such a hostile discussion and the nu- 
merous accusations, Principal pain 
was from the Commission’s declara- 
tion that ‘heart of the abuses of 
chain broadcasting is the network— 
outlet contract’ and proposal for 
major changes in the relations which 
the Commish probers declare limit 
competition, give the webs too big a 
slice of industry revenue, illegally 


(Continued ~ on page 31) 














American Society of Danae 


new license agreements for radio 
available this week. Copies of both 
the 
‘chain broadcast license’ will be on 
the way to all broadcasters by to- 
The con- 
tracts, which are for five-year pe- 
riods, are radically different in form 
and language from those currently 
in effect. 
history of the industry local stations 
are required to pay a music fee on 


inate while network programs will 
have to pay this fee at the source. 

The ‘chain broadcast’ license de- 
fines a ‘chain hookup’ as ‘including 
containéd in 
the affiliate list of the contractee net- 
work over which programs will be 
transmitted simultaneously. The 
ASCAP fee for such network pro- 


‘single station license’ and the | 
| their sustaining service or trade it 


For the first time in the | 


{ network itself will pay a outalalng 
| fee of $2,500 a year for that sta- | 








grams is to be 742% of the gross; 
amount paid for broadcasting fa- 
cilities, This ‘chain’ license also re- 
quires that in the event an affiliate 


does not have an 


ASCAP license the ' 


tion. ASCAP figures that such ar- | 
rangement would be equitabie since | 
the networks (NBC, CBS) either sell | 


off for so many free commercial 
hours. 

Under the prevailing contract now 
in effect the networks are exempt 
from paying any fee at the source, 
and the fee that does become avail- 
able from affiliated stations on net- , 
work business is estimated by 
ASCAP to be at the most 154% of | 
the gross. The stations themselves | 
now pay 5% on all revenue from the | 
sale of time, excepting political 
broadcasts.” In the instance of re- | 
ligious broadcasis the new agreement 
permits é@xemption also so long as 
the money received from such broad- 
casts is ‘solely in reimbursement of 
the costs of lines, wires charged and 
technical personnel. On _ package 
sports programs the station may de- 
duct wire and technical 
personne] 


The 


announcery, 
charges 


new ‘single station’ license 


protested the previous order that all 
Canadian stations re-apply for per- 
mission to broadcast news coupled 
with the immediate clean bill given 
Transradio’s rival, British United 
Press. 


EXPANDS HOOKUP AT 





EXPENSE OF SPOT| 





Phillip Morris has decided to 
shelve the spot campaign which had 
been suggested by its agency, the 
Biow Co., and instead expand the 
hookup of its Sunday night show on 
CBS from 34 to 66 stations. 

The extended network goes into 
effect this weekend (23). 


Annual Reclassification by Income 


Provided In New ASCAP Contracts 


provides for three station classifica- 
tions. Group No. 1 covers those 
stations that take in $50,000 or less 
in time sales. They are required to 
pay but $12 a year for sustaining 
rights and 3% on commercial busi- 
ness. Group No. 2, doing from $50,- 
000 to $150,000 a year, is to pay 4% 
on commercial facilities, with the 
sustaining fee to be determined in 
the particular instance. Group No. 
3 concerns stations doing over $150,- 
000 a year and the commercial fee in 


' 


| Qlectrical 





| 





these cases will be 5%. 
This new ‘single station’ license 
also provides for annual reclassifi- 


cation of licensees, according to their 
revenue for the previous year. It 
also allows for definite decreases in 
the sustaining fees in the event the} 
licensees drop into the lower groups 
during the five-year run of the con- 
tract. Provisions are also made for 
rebates to Group No. 1 and 2 sta- 


tions. If during the year the total 
commercial fees become equal to the 
total commercial fees paid the year 
yefore the station ceases paying any 
(Continued on page $i) 


;and Nova Scotia. 
| accompany him on the fishing 
' but will probably remain in 


| issuance 
and 
;}cants promising to 


——-—_ - ___. 


Despite the refusal of the Amere. 
iman radio networks to ease the ban 
on songs inspired by the present 
World War, Tin Pan Alley has ale. 
ready started to show signs of break-_ 
ing out into an epidemic of patriotic | 


tunes. To get such numbers ex-. 
ploited the publishers are going 
back to their original hunting: 


grounds, the vaudeville and presen- ‘ 
tation houses. As a case in point,” 
there’s the current week’s show at_ 
the Roxy, N. Y., which uses ‘I Am~™ 
an American,’ a Mercer & Merris* 
publication, as the motif for its fi- 4% 
nale. NBC last Sunday (16) per- 
mitted Gray Gordon to include ’I Am + 
an American’ in his remote from the | 
Edisom hotel, N. Y. j 

Paull-Pioneer Music Corp. last” 
week rushed out one of its own! 
tagged, ‘Defend Your Country,’ with 
the title page crediting Leo Edwards | 
and John W. Bratton as having — 
written the song in collaboration | 
with Major Tom 8B. Woodburn. | 
Santly-Joy-Select, Inc., has dusted | 
off ‘I'm a Yank-Full of Happiness,’ 
which it published two years ago and | 
is offering to performers around 


~F 





the vaude and presentation spots. 


In the last war patriotic tunes ~ 


didn’t come ‘into the market until 
America actually became a party 
to 
the score. In the interim the music 
business underwent a_ tremendous 
slump, as is now the very case. The 
cascade of patriotic songs that fole 
lowed produced what the older pub- 
lishers now look back to as the gold- 


on age of sheet music sales. That 
was the era of ‘Belgian Rose,’ 
‘K-K-Katy,’ ‘Saulee,’ ‘Rose of No 


Man’s Land,’ 
"Em Down 
There,’ etc. 


‘Howya Gonna Keep 
on the Farm,’ 





Indirect (But Unsatisfying) | 


Pat for Transcriptions; 
Partly Erases ‘Stigma’ 


Washington, June 18. 
Relaxation of the hostile view of 
transcriptions—regulation 
which disc-cutters declare ‘stigma- 
tizes’ their product—was _ fore- 
shadowed by comments of the FCC 
monopoly investigators, but com- 
plete repeal of the announcement 
rule fervently agitated for still seems 
improbable. 

In discussing the transcription 
question, the committee agreed that 
‘many advances have taken place’ 
and as a cOnsequence of improved 
technique ‘electrical transcriptions 
are comparable in fidelity to per- 
sonal presentations.’ .Also, even 
when artists appear In person be- 
fore microphones their voices 
reach the public through.a process 
which converts sound waves into 
electrical impulses, it was admitted. 

Most likely change in the FCC 
attitude will be in connection with 
of construction permits 
licenses. In the past, appli- 
present a high 
percentage of live talent programs 
have enjoyed an automatic advan- 
tage over rivals who confess they 
will depend on waxed material. This 
discrimination may end as a cone 
sequence of the findings of the ir- 
vestigators. 


TED COLLINS ROAMS © 


Cut-Ins from Various Places for 
Kate Smith Noon Chats 
While Kate Smith does her five-a- 
week noontime talks from her place 
at Lake Placid this summer, Ted 








| Collins cuts into the program from 


various places, including the two 
national political conventions. He'll 
| also do a number of cut-ins from a 
"fishing trip through Yermont, Maine 
Miss Smith may 
jaunts, 

Lake 
Placid, as Mrs. Collins intends doing, 

To handle the broadcasts, Collins 
will take along a staff of eight or 
nine people, including secretarics, 


engineers and United Press mea, 
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| CURRENT RADIO PROMOTION 


(1) JUNE HYND’S GUEST BOOK—Stick around NBC and eventually they'll get up 

Rn sagg B 2 te you. whe Ryne is = Wesnen’s Activities Division. As reproduction 
Oklet opens outward wit usi of tteri 

protruding fap. p w i sion fluttering pages conveyed by 


(2) WNEW MUSICAL CLOCK—As a novel attention-getter New York statio 
small, but practical, recording on miniature pasteboard discs. in mete « 


(3) HUMAN NATURE IN ACTION—Leaflet for selective mailing prepared 
to call attention to its Harold Lasswell educational series, ditt by NEC 
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% (4) GALLANT AMERICAN WOMEN—One of the ‘public interest’ programs of NBC 
B. was saluted in’a huge parchment-like (ragpaper) handbill with fancy type faces, 
(5) 


(5) ‘SOME OF OUR BEST PEOPLE GET UP EARLY’—The comic touch to emphasi 
availability of musical clock stuff on WABC, New York. Also used in trade meoerk. ice 


(6) “THE QUESTION IS’—Part of copy used in trade papers by CBS, later used as 
front cover of brochure. Typical sample of dramatic illustration with tinge of whimsy. 


(7) PUZZLE—Cowles’ - i ‘ 
time-berers. owles’ KRNT-KSO recently sent this inexpensive ga-ga inducer to 











(8) SALES TALKS—This KSTP, St. Paul, printed letter (with red dis 
is fairly typical of output of many stations splay borders) 


(9) SOCIETY OF POLAR POSTMEN — This is a membership scroll sent out b 
General Electric in connection with the promotion of its regular hattnere prendtenet to 


Admiral Byrd party at South Pole. 
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SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 
ORAMATIZATION OM THE SUBJECT OF PSYCHOLOGY 
AS PLANNED BY A FAMOUS SOCIAL- PSYCHOLOGIST 
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| is KSTP School Show Wins National Award|: 


(| A firet award for @ locally-pro-| cited the broadcast as one of the 
an) duced educational program has been 
arented to KSTP by the Eleventh 
Institute for Education by Radio, 
Ajit wee announced here Monday 
BH night. 

KSTP was honored for ite “Amer- 
jew Calling’ program which was 
written and produced by students 
of Miller Vocational high school in 
Minneapolis under the direction of 
Thomas D. Rishworth, KSTP edu- 
pdicational director 
Announcing the award, judges Riehwerth 
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most outstanding of its type in 
America. It is a 
“distinguished 
production which 
everyone should 
hear,” they said. 
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broadcast as one 
of KSTP’s regular 
educational fea- 







tures. Recording | * 
of the program 
brought forth such favorable com- 
ment from leading radio educators 
pa tiin s he WM loeati | that it was repeated Inst winter on ‘ 
is astride |the nationwide Red network of the (¥© 
National Broadcasting System 
The Institute was conducted at 
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Promotion Activity 


FEOF + eeoeoe 


Mutual’s Political Gag 
Washington. 

Mutual copped itself some atten- 
tion last week when presenting a 
miniature elephant-enclosed MBS 
microphone to the Republican Na- 
tional chairman, John Hamilton, and 
a similar donkey-enclosed ditto for 
the Democratic National Chairman, 
James Farley. Pretty girl made 
presentation and the photographs 
landed well. 

Gadget was created with the aid 
of a New York toy store at nominal 
expense. After the conventions the 
gadgets go to the respective nomi- 
hees. 


Lester Gottlieb, Mutual publicist, ' 
was present in town last week for | 


the whoop-de-do. 





Tie-Up on Phone Books 
Cincinnati. 

Wrappers for summer edition 
directories of the Cincinnati & Sub- 
urban Bell Telephone Co,, distrib- 
uted last week, blurbed the Tele- 
phone Hour series, on the NBC Red 
network, and WLW, which outlets 
the broadcasts. -Top .of the sealed 
cover caricatured a young couple 
watching a  sandwich-sign man 
carrying the message: ‘The Tele- 
phone Hour.’ Full display, printed in 
black, was nine inches wide and 10 
inches deep. Call letters of the Cros¢ 
ley 50,000-watter were prominent 
above names of James Melton, Fran- 
cis White and Donald Voorhees, pro- 
gram’s stars. 

Idea for plug was supplied by the 
atation’s promotion department. 
Phone company did the rest. 





Jingle Station Breaks 
New York City. 

WNEW, New York, substituted 
talking station breaks recently with 
a musical jingle similar to the ones 
used by Pepsi-Cola for its spot an- 
nouncements. Words are by same 
writers, Alan Kent and Austen (Gin- 
ger) Johnson. Singing is by the 
Tune Twisters. 

Words follow: 
WNEW—New York. 
Twelve-fifty on the dial; 
Tune in all the while 
To WNEW, 
The station that is serving you, 
New York and New Jersey, too, 
Twenty-four hours a day, that’s true, 
WNEW. 





Kids Double As Sportecasters 
Boston. 
WEET has thought up a new pro- 
motion idea to snag the youngsters. 
It will hold auditions every other 
week for amateurs who have a yen 
to sportscast, will pick one to broad- 
cast a complete major league ball 
game, and pay him ‘suitably.’ Idea 
not only promotes station relation- 
ship but also the regular sportscast 
sponsor, Marvels cigarettes. Jay 
Wesley, staff sports man, is behind 
the plan. 





‘Wheaties Day’ at Park 
Cleveland. 

General Mills, co-sponsor of Cleve- 
land Indian baseball broadcast and 
recreations with Socony Vacuum, 
gets benefit of tie-up with Cedar 
Poiat, Lake Erie resort spot, to plug 
its product—Wheaties. 

Last week, Tuesday (11) and 
Wednesday (12) were set as 
Wheaties Days and Jack Graney 
re-creations of Cleveland games 
in Boston originate directly from 
resort where special booth has 
been set up. Concession operators 
are accepting Wheaties box tops as 
part payment for rides and other at- 
tractions. Graney has plugged event 
constantly on baseball broadcasts. 





WLW Maiibaggers’ Outing 


Cincinnatl. 
Sixth annual WLW Mailbaggers’ 
outing, held recently in Sharon 


Woods, was attended by 1,550 mem- 
bers from 25 chapters in 10 States. A 
record number. Group is composed 
of shut-ins, also young and old per- 
sons who are partially disabled. Dues 
are a letter a month to Annabelle 
Abbott, postmistress of their weekly 
45-minute program on the Crosley 
50,000 watter. Last week’s stanza 
Originated at the picnic. 

Pathe News reel shot the ramble, 
@ntertaniment for which was sup- 
vlied by acts from WLW and WSAI. 





$44 444446446444464- 


Some of the attendees were in wheel- 
chairs and on crutches. Each wore 
his or her Mailbag pen name on a 
lapel button for the get-acquainted 
phase of the reunion. 





Clerical Collaboration 
New York City. 

Deal has been worked out between 
WOV, New York, and the Greater 
New York Federation of Churches 
for the station to open its daily ses- 
sions with invocations written by 
ministers belonging to the organiza- 
tion. 

Hylia Kiczales, general manager of 
the station, worked out the idea. 





Used Car Promotion Stunt 
Omaha. 

Broadcasts from automobile deal- 
ers show rooms in Lincoln, Fair- 
bury, Beatrice, North Platte, Sioux 
City and other nearby towns are be- 
ing ,conducted by WOW. In each 
place, Foster May has a car desig- 
nated as a Foster May Special which 
he stresses and in every instance so 
far, the special has been sold on the 
day of the broadcast. 

As a result of one broadcast in 


the Al DuTeau show rooms in Lin- 
coln, 18 used cars were sold, it was 
reported. 





Promotion for Radio Biz 
Seattle. 

‘Listener's Club,’ series over KOL 
for Fox beverages, a local account, 
uses opinions from dialerS on sub- 
jects pertaining to radio. Bob Nich- 
ols is ‘chairman’ and Jack McClin- 
tock ‘secretary’ of the 15-minute 
series. 

Interesting letters from listeners 
are answered and discussed in a 
script prepared by regular staff 
writers. Serious questions or opin- 
ions are seriously considered, but 
wisecracks and foolish questions are 
given a humorous brushoff. Accord- 
ing to the letters, the bulk of dialers 
are solidly sold on the present radio 
setup in the U. S. Only widespread 
criticism is that various stations 
should work out a system so that all 
would not carry the same type pro- 
grams at the same time. 

Other opinions and_ suggestions 
have been against daytime serials 
(although many listeners praise some 
of the hokier shows), opposition to 
swing music, commercial announce- 
meats are too long (but all favor 
the continuation of the present com- 
mercial setup’ of radio), growing 
complaints against alleged filth on 
the air, criticism of President Roose- 
velt 
more than one local station con- 
currently, dissatisfaction at mushy 
announcer spiels, etc. 





Good Guessers Deadheaded 
San Diego. 

KFSD, already carrying telephone 
quiz show for Spreckels theatre, 
moves mikes into lobby of new 
Savoy at noon Mondays and Wednes- 
days for siactaaeanead ‘dazzle-wit’ 
stunt. 

Passing endless who answer, 
correctly walk right on in to the} 
show, for free. 

Part of Open House Week 
Philadelphia. 

‘Short, Short Story,’ three-a-week 
dramatic series for Campbell's soup, 
has originated from WCAU, Phila- 
delphia, as a gesture in that town’s | 
‘Radio Open House Week,’ Ward | 
Wheelock, agency on the account, 
is located in Philly, and the Camp- 


ware river, in Camden, N. @. 





manship, if you will) falls into the 7 


‘or anyone else’ using time on | 


bell plant is just across the — 


+ 


STEPSONS’ PLAN 
OWN TRADE Aaa N 


Frank Jaffe, of KMA, Shen- 
andoah, Circularizes Fel- 
low-Craftsmen — Changed 
Selling Problem of Sta- 
tions May Give Profession 
a Break 


NEED PRESTIGE 








By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


station sales promotionist within | 
the radio industry, and particularly | 
in. the home town station, appears 
to be due for some extensive ex- 
amination. On the one hand, 
tion managements that have pre- | 
viously neglected the promotion de- | 
partment are newly awakened to | 
the potential usefulness of these 

efforts. On the other hand, the pro- | 
motion men themselves have a 
growing sense of their own profes- 


to place their jobs in a better light) 
to the end that their 
their salaries!) may be enhanced. 
It appears that the radio industry | 
has, as a matter of historic mile- 
stone-passing, progressed beyond the 
first, or primitive, stage in which 
time-buying was on a sheer basis of 
competitive availabilities. (What 
‘A’ had to. offer as compared to 


tion or market factors). The newer, 
more sophisticated type of 
buying now, more and more, takes | 
character and other ele- 
ments into account. 
connection, the promotion 
ment fullfills its appointed task by 
attracting favorable attention of the | 
personality sort for the station and | 
in the minds of national advertising | 
agencies. 


Its Future Tense 


The potential or future im- 
portance of the station sales promo- 
tion director must, however, be | 


unique 


been his in the past,_ 
still is. The local station promotion 
man has been one of two things as 
a rule: 

a. A statistician, lacking the ex- 
perience or the eloquence to carry 
out the other functions of promo- 
tion. 

b. A radio apprentice, 
| lad who made himself 





or bright 
useful and 


ising kid. But a kid. 

Older, more- responsible, more 

clear-sighted promotion men who 
have worked for broadcasters have 
deplored the low esteem of the craft 
in the eyes of station management. 
They have, even more, deplored the 
| prevailing notion on wages. 
An able promotion director is, in 
| the view of many observers, a per- 
|son who should combine the quali- 
| ties of a first-rate copy writer with 
| imagination and enthusasm. He 
should not be considered as, or be 
| asked to perform the duties of, a 
| press agent, according to the same 
point of view. It ought to be a full- 
| time job and one man does not nec- 
| essarily, as most broadcasters seem 
to feel, constitute the answer to 
| (Continued on | page 24) 








naximum visibility class. 
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Boss Must Be Smart, Too: 


By CRAIG LAWRENCE 
(KRNT-KSO) 





Des Moines, June 18. 


We feel that radio station promo- | 
tion can best be divided into three motion activity lacks the purpose— 
| the definite objective .that would 
This per- 


parts, as follows: 
1. Promotion to the general pub-'! 


' lie. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
{ 


| of most 
The position—or plight—of_ the | has a direct effect on circulation, and | 


| gauging the value in terms of special | TS. 
Sta- | 


| angle of the station as a whole or in, ticular station programs or activitiesp 


2. Promotion to advertisers and 


| agencies. 


3. Promotion (or merchandising) 
of sponsored programs through trade 


' channels. 


FHFFHPHHH 4444444644544 4554 


ont Seat) Say— 
| Making Real Strides 


By J. I. MEYERSON 
(WKY—KLZ—KVOR) 


| _ 


| Oklahoma City, June 138. 


make it really efficient. 


|haps is due to the fact that in the 


average radio station, promotion 
| functions are not clearly defined and 
the responsibility of a single execu- 
tive. 

It seems to me that the functions 


Of these three, the first one—or | of promotion should be clearly out- 
| promotion to the general public—is| lined, and in our own stations we 


importance. This station 
hence on advertising. Every station. 
has something to exploit. 
; promotion man’s job to be adept at! 


| follow this formula: 


A.—Publicity 


Under this classification we in- 


It’s the | | clude trade paper stories, newspaper 


stories, motion picture theatre trail- 
taxicab signs, lobby displays, 


or general public interest of all the | weekly bulletins to our sales offices, 


programs and then to do something | 


a monthly house organ, specialized 


| about it. jreseene, and announcements notifying 


The approach can be from the! 


schools, organizations, etc., of par- 


| specialized handling of individual or | articles for miscellaneous publica- 


' related station features. He may use | 
broadcasting itself with a series of | 
audience | 
word-of- | 
| paid advertising space in newspapers 


sionalism and their very real need | Prosrams 


prestige (and; : 
| Or more special 


what ‘B’ had to offer in terms of the | 
power, wavelength, network affilia- | 


time- | 


which attract 
participation or — create 
mouth comment. He might stage one 


tract large crowds and put the sta-' 


events which at- | and in 


tions, and a weekly program bulletin 
mailed upon request to listeners. 
B.—Promotion 
Under this~- classification we list 


trade papers; brochures, 
| booklets and other mailing matter 


tion in the public eye and on the/to local advertisers, national adver- 


public tongue...as well as in the 
public ear. 

Other media can well be used, 
such as newspapers, outdoor, film 
trailers, car cards and direct mail. 


Direct mail is especially good for 


specialized promotion—such as con- | 


tacts with various music groups in 
connection with the quality musical 
programs carried by the station, or 


management, station personality and | With the golf and country clubs if 


a big national tournament is to be 


In the latter | broadcast. 
depart- | 


The treatment of the other media 


depends upon the specific job to be 


| network and local shows. - 


| ing is that regardless of the method, | 


done. They can be used to emphasize 
| brief ‘sales’ points, or a certain class 
of service such as news, or leading 
Our feel- 


| the use is justified so that our listen- 


| 


was indulgently regarded as a prom- | 


ers will read something about us at / 


home, at the movies, on a street car, 


seperated from the status that has | while driving their cars and at other 


and largely | 


times when they are playing hookey 
from their receiving sets. 
The Trade 
The promotional job as far as ad- 
vertisers and agencies are concerned 
splits up into paid advertising and 
publicity. 


The least dramatic portion of this | 
work is the determination of the sta- | 
tion’s basic sales story, the unearth- | 
ing and developing of facts and'! 
figures about the market and the au- | 


dience, and the preparation of fac- 
tual information which will be help- | 


| ful to the prospect. Without this, the | 


) use. 


‘STATION PROMOTION CHARIOT 





window dressing has as much impact | 
as a cream puff. With this, you can 
dramatize to your heart's content be- 
cause you know you've got the stuff 
to back it up. 

Trade papers and direct mail can 
be combined in a consistent and 
planned campaign with plenty of 
copy and layout fireworks, but it’s 
all a fizzle if it isn’t reinforced by 
the facts which tell your story best 
and help the advertiser the most. 

Publicity—mostly in trade papers | 
—is another legitimate promotional 
function, Too often it’s abused. 
There’s only one genuine gauge to! 
it's good and it's effective for | 





Attention-attracting radio studio on wheels just placed in operation in the signal area of WCKY, Cincinnati, 
iz an example of how some stations exploit all possibilities of local ballyhoo, 


This type of promotion (or show- 
i 


tisers and other interested parties; 
,either general or specific letters to 
prospective advertisers in different 
classifications; and any other paid 
miscellaneous advertising. 
C.—Sales Material 
Under this classification we in- 
‘clude the sales manuals of our local 
and national sales departments; in- 
dividualized program ideas or sales 


material for specific accounts or 
classifications. 
D.—Merchandising 


It is our policy to announce any 
new programs on our stations by 
bulletin, letter or personal calls, 
whether these new advertisers come 
to us through our network: connec- 
tions, through our national sales or- 
ganization or our local selling force. 
| We attempt to call on jobbers and 
dealers, and keep them informed of 
station activities, of the plans of our 
advertisers, and at the same time to 
keep posted on general business and 
economic conditions as they affect 
,our operations. Likewise, we notify 
our national representatives, the net- 
works, agencies and advertisers of 
these merchandising activities. 

E.—Research 

We attempt to keep a rather close 
,check by coincidental and re-call 
technique of the progress of our 
stations and of programs on our sta- 
tions. We likewise attempt to find 
out the sales progress of various ac- 
|; counts using our stations. 








stations, publication and reader if it’s 
NEWS. It may be of the personals 
type, or a success story of interest 
to other station men, or a new pro- 
gram idea with an appeal to agency 
or advertiser attention. The final 
test is its newsworthiness. 
The Promotional Type 

The above modest outline of some 
things a promotion man can do con- 
tains the clue to what type of man 
he should be. Yet, a man who would 
excel at all those things is extremely 
hard to find. Actually one man in a 
station can’t turn the trick alone. His 
station manager, commercial man- 
ager and program director must be 
| either actively or passively promo- 
tionally minded, too. 

Above all, I think that the main 


single qualification is to be able to¥ 


select the things that are significant 
and then possess an overpowering 
desire to tell the world about them. 

Radio station promotion now and 
for the future is veering away from 
the screwballish. Experienced proe- 
motion men are getting into broade 
casting. It is safe to say that plenty 


| of newsworthy things wil: happen ia_ 
, radio next year and the year after 


that. Broadcasting’s promotion mea 
will no doubt continue to do a better 
job of separating the wheat from 
the chaff and will toot their horns 
colorfully and with judgment...but 
loud. 


| 


It appears most radio station pro- 
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Walter O’Keefe’s $48,750 = suit 
against Young & Rubicam, Inc., was 


dismissed Friday (14) by N. Y. 
supreme court justice John E. Me- 
Geehan. Action was tried last month. 


O’Keefe claimed breach of con- 
tract, asserting he was hired for 22 
weeks on Jan. 4, 1938, starting at 
$4,000 weekly until March 1, when 
his salary was to drop to $3,750 
weekly until May 31. It was claimed 
the defendant breached the contract 
©n March 1 by discharging O’Keefe. 


In his opinion, Justice McGeehan 





‘declared, ‘The evidence satisfactorily 


establishes that business conditions 
beyond the -control of the Packard 
Motor Car Co. caused the discontin- 
uance of the broadcasts, and that 
such discontinuance was within the 
contemplation of the contracting 
parties at the time of the execution 
of the contract, and is adequately ex- 
pressed in the contract. The plain- 
tiff waived sirict compliance with 
the terms and provisions of the con- 
tract.. The liability on part of the 
defendant ceased on March 22, 1938, 
and judgment should be awarded the 
defendant. The plaintiff may have 
€0 days to appeal.’ 


O’Keefe was hired on behalf of 
the Packard Motor Car Co., which 
cancelled on March 1, due to a de- 
crease in business in the car indus- 
‘ 





Carol Irwin’s Tour 





Carol Irwin, Youn® & Rubicam 
supervisor of daytime radio, leaves 
the end of this week on a tour of 
various cities where the agency has 
local live shows. Will be gone about 
iwo weeks, traveling by plane. 
Looks over the Sanforizing pro- 
grams in Philadelphia, Washington, 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland and Detroit, 
and the Calumet series in Chicago. 

Won't go to the Coast, as _ the 
agency’s office there looks after the 
shows out of Los Angelés and San 
Francisco, 


3 Walter O'Keefe Loses Action Based 
On Packard Air Cancellation In 1938 
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No Time for Pain 





Helen Walpole, who writes 
the five-weekly serials ‘Our Gal 
Sunday’ and ‘Amanda of Honey- 
moon Hill’ as well as the weekly 
‘Adventures in Reading,’ is try- 
ing to get far enough ahead with 
her scripting to take a few days 
off. 

Has some trouble with her 
teeth, but hasn’t been able to 
spare time for a toothache. 


ee 
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ALLOCATION 
MOVING DAY 
OCT. | 


Washington, June 18. 
Difficulty in taking ‘care of ail the 











‘engineering problems and cutting 


administrative red tape resulted last 
week in expected postponement of 
the frequency: shift under the Ha- 
vana treaty. All stations were no- 
tified. by the FCC that license ex- 
piration date has been extended an 
additional two months, until.Oct. 1. 
Delay was occasioned by need for 
‘further studies,’ the regulators said, 
promising to announce later the pro- 
cedure which ticket-holders_ must 
follow. Operators who have not 
filed renewals in . according with 
orders adopted last winter must sub- 
mit applications promptly in order 


to keep going after Aug. 1, but any | 


licensee whose renewal plea is dock- 
eted only has to post the latest order 
as supplement to his permit. 





San Antonio—New addition to the 
staff of KTSA here is Woody Cox, 
control-room operator. 

Hub Jackson has been added to 
the announcing staff of KBAC. 
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Louisville 


Nationally Represented By 
the Edward Petry Company 








, |Some of the examples of that year 





|Radio Promotion 
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; how many people the sales promo- 
'tion department should consist of. 
| One regional group of stations 
‘which, because of its situation at 
‘the moment, particularly needs 
smart and aggressive promotion was 


| far-sighted enough to realize this. | It’s Dangerous, Pals 


, but when overtures were made to a| 
| first-rate outside promotion man to} 
| take charge and he wanted to be| 
‘cut in on future sales increases, 
‘the broadcaster-in-chief practically 
'swooned at the suggestion. 
| It has been transparently clear 
that stations have been getting .just 
‘what they paid for—and not a bit 
/more. In other words they haven't 
| been paying much for sales promo- 
|tion and they haven't been getting | 
' much. ini 
Jaffe’s Idea 
| There may presently develop a 
movement to set up a sales promo- 
‘tion directors group within the Na-| 
tional Association of Broadcasters. 
| Frank Jaffe, manager of the depart- 
iment at KMA, Shenandoah, Iowa, 
‘has lately been circularizing other 
/promotionists for expressions of | 
, Opinion. It is his suggeston that | 
| VaRIETY might help along the de-| 
| velopment in sundry ways. | 


| Jaffe points out, and truthfully, 
that there is a need for better ex- 
|change of ideas between all. radio 
promotion and merchandising men. 
[A certain amount of painful trial 
|and error could be, he believes, 
| avoided by some central source of 
|idea swapping. To the extent that 
_it is practical and consistent with 
| Vaniery editorial policies, this pub- 
lication will gladly lend its space to 
| the furtherance of this exchange of 
|ideas and will add to this its own 
;comment and knowledge of how 
|similar activities are developed in 
| the film, band, legit and other fields, 
|from whence radio often does, and 
should, borrow experience. 


| Jaffe correctly senses the gradual 
|dawn of a new _ professionalism 
| within radio station promotion. 
Readers of Variety will recall that, 
in the 1938 text in connection with 
ithe Showmanship Awards for that 
| year,.this paper poured a good deal 
|of scorn at one particular station 
promotion activity, namely the mail- 
ing pieces. These were at the time 
of an amateurishness beyond belief. 








; were. practically no more than 
hand-drawn stencil announcements 
screaming cheapness, carelessness 
and immaturity. 


Actually the sales promotionist is, 
or should be, of front rank impor- 
tance in the trade beeause he must 
suggest, and more than that_ he must 
execute, many of the practical steps | 
whereby a station Iooks to its go0d | 
name and reputation both -commer- 
cially and institutionally. 

For the past several years Variety 
has awarded one of its showmanship 
plaques to the best ‘nationally ith | 





| 
| 
' 


ploited’ station. In connection with 
the present renewal of interest in 
the subject, and at the suggestion of | 
Jaffe, the award may be altered to! 
apply more as a recognition of the 
sales promotion department, per se, | 
rather than handed directly to sta- 
| tion management. 


} 
} 
| 


JERRY LESTER OF CAFES 
ON PEPSODENT SHOW | 








| 





Jerry Lester, night club m.c. and | 
comic, will do miscellaneous ap- 
| pearance on the Pepsodent show | 
| (NBC-Red) during its summer run 
| with Tommy Dorsey. 
| Dorsey takes over July 2. 





| Honor Si Steinhauser 


Pittsburgh, June 18. 
Pittsburgh's five stations got to- | 
gether Jast week and honored Si | 
Steinhauser, of Press, with a testi- 
monial Juncheon on his tenth anni- 
versary as a radio editor. It fell on 
same day as his 23rd wedding anni. 
Broadcasting outfits presented Stein- 
hauser with plaque commemorating | 
the event. 

Curiously enough, presentation 
speech was made by Frank Smith, 
manager of WWSW, with which 
Steinhauser’s paper is currently 
feuding, Scripps-Howard sheet hav- | 
ing dropped all of station’s listings 
as result of battle with Post-Gazette, 
which controls WWSW. 


| 





William Moore, commercial man- 
ager of WBNX, N. Y., will attend 
the second district meeting of the 
‘NAB in Rochester Friday (21) and 
then te Chicago on some station 








business, 


Erwin, Wasey Radio Billings Up 50%, 





| 
'E. J. Fitzgerald, New Radio Director, Brings Several 


| 


Accounts Back to Air 


———— 





> 


——_--——— 


Still another twist on quiz 
shows, this one using questions 
about radio and having radio 
editors of dailies in the New 
York area as the alleged experts, 
is being readied by WOV, New 
York, 

C. J. Ingram, of the Jersey 
Journal, Jersey City, is slated 
as m.c. 


SUPERMAN IS 
BURSTING HIS 
CONFINES 


‘Superman, juve serial thriller, 
may be taken away from Hecker 
products, which now sponsors it 
three times a week in 12 cities, and 
given to an account with national 
coverage. Reason is that the show’s 
audience is outgrowing the sponsor’s 
distribution limits. It’s now rated 
among the top kid shows in cities 
where it airs, in some cases even out- | 
drawing the five-a-week leaders, de- 
spite being only four months old. 

Factor in the situation is that a 
comic strip version of -the seriés ap- 
pears in newspaper syndicated form 
and thus builds potential audiences 
in cities not covéred by the radio 
edition. Also another verson ap- 
pears in “Action Comic, one of the 
10c pulp mags published by Detective 
Comics, Inc. Latter has large cir- 
culation. 

Syndicate, which gets a royalty 
from the- radio version, carries a 
plug for the latter in each install- 
ment, with the youngsters urged to 
‘write your station to put Superman 
on in your city.’ 

Stunt has been drawing heavy -re- 
quests from the moppets, but since 
Hecker cannot expand its distribu- 
tion enough to cover network spon- 
sorship five times a week, the series 
has remained on 12 stations three 
times a week. Product is Force 
cereal in the summer and H-O in the 
winter. Erwin-Wasey agency, which 
owns the show for radio, would like 
to find an account with sufficient 
national distribution facilities to 
bankroll it daily over a full network. 














Shepard Gives a Title To 
Man Who Sold Him F-M 


Boston, June 18. 
Paul’ DeMars, Yankee Network 
engineer, was given title of Vice- 
President in charge of Engineering 
at the meeting YN board of direc- 
tors, June 14, He formerly had title 
of Technical Engineer, 

Sold on the idea of Frequency 
Modulation by Major Armstrong in 
1936, DeMars in turn influenced John 
Shepard, 3rd, president of Yankee, 
to set up the Paxton, Mass. tran- 


Erwin, Wasey agency, which has 
expanded its radio billings by 
around 50% in the last six months, 
is expected to add another 50% in- 
crease by next winter. Business is 
mostly spot, as all the accounts have 
limited distribution setups, but the 
office intends to put on a couple of 
ambitious network shows, possibly 
by winter. 

Agency now has 14 active radio ac- 
counts, nine of which have started 
(or returned after several years’ ab- 
sence) on the air within the Jast 
few months. Newcomers include 
Barbasol, Florida Citrus exchange, 
Forhan's, Vanti Pa-Pi-A, Hecker 
(serials), Stanback powders, Liberty 
mag, Bost hair tonic and Kruschen 
salts. Others include Carnation 
milk, Lydia Pinkham, Kreml, 
Hecker (flour), Consolidated cigar 
and Musterole. 

Although all the accounts have in- 
creased their budgets in the last six 
months, Lydia Pinkham has had the 
sharpest rise. Company extended its 
spot announcement campaign from 
35 stations last March to 187 stations 
about a month ago. Has since gone 
to 123 stations for the summer but 
will probably jump to around 250 
stations next fall. 

Edward J. Fitzgerald, the agency's 
radio director, is generally credited 
with persuading the accounts to go 
into air coverage. He came to Erwin, 
Wasey last August from the NAB, 
having previously been assistant gen- 
eral manager in charge of programs 
at WLW, Cincinnati. 


Red CrossAdmish 


Continued from page 1 











the entire proceeds going to the Red 
Cross for relief work in the war 
countries. 





WCKY’s Downtown Tent 
Cincinnati, June 18. 

Aiding the Red Cross to raise 
Cincy’s quota of $240,000 for the 
European relief fund by July 1, 
WCKY inaugurated a series of daily 
programs Saturday (15) from Foun- 
tain Square, heart of the downtown 
district, where a Red Cross tent is 
erected. 

Civic leaders and donors are in- 
terviewed, also Boy Scouts who man 
the tent, where blowup photos of 
war refugees are shown. 





Reinforcements Arrive 





Washington, June 18. 


Fresh troops last week were 
thrown into the army of radio 
lawyers admitted to practice before 
the FCC, with the ever-increasing 
list threatening to crack the Com- 
munications Commission Bar by 
sheer weight of man-power. New- 
comers okayed by the Commish are: 
Harold M. Dresbach and Richard 
P. Schulze, Washington, D. C.: Vin- 
cent P. Rao, New York; Eugene 
Bernstein, Chicago; Terrell Marshal, 
Little Rock, Ark.; Haywood Scott, 
Joplin, Mo.; Marshall D. Taft, Min- 





smitter last year. 


neapolis, and Joseph C. Wallace. 
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OT PROTECTED 


Little Regard for Property 
Rights or Convenience of 
Those Bringing in Pro- 
gram Ideas — Office Boys 
Lose Them in Disorgan- 
ized Piles 
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Indie program producers and 

agents complain that- a good many 
agencies are still not only careless 
but inconsiderate when it comes to 
handling recorded auditions Gr 
samples of transcription series, that 
have been left with them for a hear- 
ing. A similar complaint is also 
often voiced about such agencies’ 
treatment of sample scripts, 
. Most agencies, say these producers 
and agents, have yet to get around to 
the point of setting up some sort of 
system for keeping a check on ‘the 
whereabouts of submitted transcrip- 
tions or scripts. Because of the hap- 
hazard way such things are handled 
an agent sometimes has to wait for 
weeks before he can retrieve a dise 
or script that he had originally been 
told could be picked up in two or 
three days. Much time, fuming and 
vexation could be saved, the agents 
point out, if the agencies in question 
would resort to the simple expe- 
dient of putting in card indexing or 
cataloging system. 

Radio exec of an agency will, to 
close an interview, suggest that the 
transcription or script be Jeft with 
him for a few days, or even state the 
exact day of the following. week 
when the producer or agent may call 
to get a nod of interest or his 
sample. When the agent does come 
back he finds quite often that the 
thing can’t be located and that he 
will have to try again some other 
day. The disc or script may have 
been tossed on an unruly pile of 
other discs or scripts and nobody in 
the agency's radio department has 
the patience or the time to go 
plodding through the mess. Or some 
account executive, or even Office 
boy, had picked up a sample for 
scrutiny or listening and had for- 
gotten to return it to the pile. 

It’s happened quite often, say the 
agents, that they have lost out on 
a crack at some new perspective ac- 
count because of their failure to re- 
cover in time a disc or a script left 
with some other agency. Thev state 
that the courtesy they get from such 
agencies is perfect, but if only a little 
system were mixed with it things 
would be far more agreeable. 


KIDS LISTEN MOSTLY 
TO ADULT PROGRAMS 


Columbus, June 18. 

confirming the suspicions of many, 
initial findings of the Evaluation of 
School Broadcasts, Ohio State Uni- 
versity, show that children prefer 
adult radio fare to the juve programs 
currently on the webs. Data, first ef 
# series, was gathered from a survey 
of 551 pupils of a junior high school 
in Zanesville, Oo. 
Kids listed 325 different radio 
shows and of the 21 named most 
frequently, 19 were adult-aimed. 
Heading the parade of preferences 
were Jack Benny, ‘Mr. District At- 
torney,’ and Charlie McCarthy. Two 
gave juve programs, ‘Jack Arm- 
strong’ and ‘Lone Ranger.’ Boys as 
a whole voted more for comedy, 
horror and adventure, while girls 
went in heavy for quiz bees and 
emotional strip shows. 








BEN PRATT ON THE BLUE 
Ben Pratt, who has been on the 
night shift at NBC press in New 
York, is back on daylight parade. 
He'll work under Edgar Kobak on 


WQKR, N. Y., Sets Pact 


For Six-Man Orchestra’ 
WQXR, New York, last week | 


signed a contract, effective July 1, | 
with the musicians’ union for a six- 
man house orchestra. Pact will run 
on that basis until March 1, 1941, 
then it will call for a 10-man crew 
until March 31, 1942, when it expires. 
Orchestra will be used on a six- 
days-a-week schedule and will play 
only serious music, Figured it will 
reduce the number of recorded pro- 


HARRY FIELDS IN N.Y. 


Lyons & Lyons Take Over Sales Rep- 
resentation on ‘Panorama’ 





Bill Stuhler and Don Stauffer of 
Lyons & Lyons agency: are now rep- 
resenting ‘American Panorama’. This 
is the program produced by Harry 
David Fields of Los Angelés and 
representing the first invasion of 
the network live talent field by the 
Los Angeles transcription maker. 
Fields is now in New York on a 





grams. Eddy Brown, concert violin- 


will conduct, 


Negotiations have been going on 
for several weeks with the American 


contract covering announcers. 


ist and the station’s musical @:rector, | 


visit. 

All west coast transcription activi- 
ties have been suspended by Fields 
pending the outcome of the AFRA 
code for discs. As it stands, profit- 


| Federation of Radio Artists for a' able operation is impossible, in his 


| opinion. 





Added Detail on Texas Pastor's 
Frenzied Radio Finances Is Filed 





Washington, June 18. 
More embarrassments for luckless 
partners involved in radio activities 


of Rev. James G. Ulmer, former pas- 
tor from Tyler, Tex., have been ex- 
posed in an opinion submitted by 
Commissioner George Henry Payne. 
Written upon his return from Texas, 
where extensive hearings were held 
on hidden ownership and _ other 
charges against Ulmer’s radio em- 
pire, Payne’s report recommended 





revocation of the licenses of two 
more transmitters, KSAM, Hunts- 
ville, and KAND, Corsicana. Walk- 
ing papers for KGFI, Brownsville, 
are expected to be advocated in the 
near future—bringing the toll to 
seven, 

Same old story of the ensnarement 
of ‘men of excellent reputation’ by 
the ex-pastor and his associates, in 
‘partnerships’ where Ulmer actua)ly 

(Continued on page 32) 
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A BUYING CENTER FOR & 
WLW-ADVERTISED PRODUCTS 


In the three rich Ohio counties that make up the Springfield trading area, 





listeners have consistently shown a preference for WLW. As a result, 
these consumers likewise show a preference for brands advertised on 
WLW —a buying habit that inexorably influences Springfield merchants 


and wholesalers in stocking their shelves. This situation is repeated in 


scores of trading areas in the great territory served by the Nation’s Station. 
NAT’L REP. - TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING & TELEVISION CORP. - NEW YOKK-CHICAGG 


THE NATION’S 


most ‘‘Merchandise-Able”’ 


STATION 
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J. B. PRIESTLEY 
War Comment 

15 Mins. ; 
Friday (14), 9 p.m. 
BBC, London 


(Shortwave) 

Britain’s prominent playwright. 
J. B. Priestley, is now delivering war 
comment, alternating with Miss 
Megan Lloyd George and Vernon 
Bartlett, M.P.. over the shortwave 
facilities of the British Broadcasting 
Co. Priestley is a good representa- 
tive of Britain. 

Broadcasts are aimed at America. 


but the Priestley talk might have 
been as much designed to bolster 
home morale. During this hearing 
the ether was sultry and static 
marred New York pickup. Never- 
theless the special events division of 
NBC, which had recorded Priestley’s 
talk as a courtesy to Gerald Cook of 
BBC, played it back on a dictaphone 
and it was fairly clear. 

_ Priestley said that England was 
living week to week, while in France 
it was day to day. Some of his ex- 
pressions were vivid, such as the 
‘vast explosion of silenee’ that has 
descended on Europe since the Nazi 
dvive started. He said there could 
no longer be doubt about the seri- 
ousness of the situation, and the 
struggle is just the reverse of the 
‘phoney war’ spoken of in newspa- 
pers during the early weeks of the 
war. 

Priestley said that ‘every scrap of 
assistance’ was needed in France, for 
with England the two countries hold 
‘the front line of democracy.’ He 
pointed out that equipment is still 
lacking. as was the case when he 
fought in the first World War. The 
necessity of trained men, and more 
men, even with broomsticks if nec- 
necessity to train men, and more 
talk appealing for speed in home de- 
fense. Many men in the defense 
legions have bidden good-bye to 
civilian life. some wearing ribbons 
to denote their previous war service. 

There was no mention of losses and 
reverses. At the termination of the 
comment, the announcer cut in with 
*thank you, Jimmy,” and the broad- 
cast switched to 2 musical ee. 


ARNOLD EIDUS 

Violinist 

15 Mins.—Leeal 

MODERN INDUSTRIAL BANK 
Friday, 16:45 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 

This is a straight-away series of 
fiddle soloing by Arneld Eidus, 17- 
year-old artist. Okay for a limited 
following, but makes few conces- 
sions to mass appeal. Ejidus is a 
skillful. expressive violinist, but the 
selections tend to be somewhat long, 
heavy and unmelodie for pop dialing. 
Piano accompaniment. 

Two commercials, both windy. 
First plugs the idea of ‘ready cash in 
a hurry,” while the latter gives loca- 
tions of the various branch offices. 
and adds some institutional palaver. 





Dagger Talk’s 45.5% 





President Roosevelt's speech at 
Charlottesville, Va., last Monday 
(10), in which he scored Italy's 
entry into the war, registered a 
new listening record for public 
talks. Co-operative Analysis of 
Broadcasting tagged this audi- 
ence at 45.5% of all radio sets in 
use. The President’s previous 
top rating was 32.6, obtained by 
his Jackson Day Dinner speech 
in 1936. 

Duke of Windsor’s valedictory 
talk to the Empire held the rec- 
ord for a speech broadcast until 
last week. The rating in the 
former King’s case was 45%. 
oe 








LARNER a A ERE 
‘COPY DESK’ 
With Al Grobe, B. 8. Bercevici, Bill 

Dewing, Don Dunthy, Diana Fos- 

ter, Martin Weldon, Ted Webb, 

Jack Negley 
3@ Mins.—Lecal 
Sustaining 
Daity, 4:38 p.m. 

WINS, New York 

Here’s a case of imaginative con- 
ception and resourceful production 
giving novelty and lively interest to 
a news broadcast. Except that the 
show is just about twice too long, it 
would be a credit to any station, and 
even with its present faults it’s a 
distinct bullseye for a small outlet. 
Stanza is ‘coneeived and produced’ 
by Bernard Estes. 

Taking the same old ingredients 
of any news presentation, this series 
has the unique wrinkle of dramatiz- 
ing the presentation rather than the 
news itself. Thus the station staff is 
recruited to play parts in what pur- 
ports to be the city room of a daily 
paver. Al Grobe, traffic and promo- 
tion manager, is the city editor; B. S. 
Bercovici, who has several shows on 
the station’s slate, is wire editor; Bill 
Dewing is general news reporter, 
Don Dunthy is sports editor, Diana 
Foster is sob sister and doubles in 
the intro as phone operator, Martin 
Weldon is drama and film critic, Ted 
Webb covers racing. Jack Negley 
was announcer on the edition caught 
(17), but various spielers handle the 
assignment from time _ to time. 
Bercovici was announced as unable 
to participate in this shot because of 
laryngitis. 

Various members of the staff re- 
port to the city editor with their 
stories and when he asks ’em what 
they’ve got they give him a sum- 
mary, thereby putting over that 
phase of the news. Prop background 
noises contribute atmosphere. It’s 
ali hokey, but effective. = 


Program could be cut to 15 min- 
utes, some of the material dropped 
and the balance telescoped into 
brief. punchy items. If that could 
be done the series would probably 
be a bet for sponsorship. Hobe, 
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i novelist and thwarted actor, guested 


‘PUZZLERS’ 
With Zeke Manners 


Thursday, 8 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 
A preity fair variation of the by-— 
now-faded quiz formula. Zeke Man- 
ners handles the querying in the 





same easy style he uses on all broad- 
casts, feeding simply constructed 
questions which call for little gray 
matter cudgeling. It's not the quiz 


idea that sets the show's entertain- 
ing qualities, but Manners’ handling. 


|RAYMOND PAIGE’S BATTLE) 


He Heads Of Columbia's Summer 
Shewcase Series 





An idea of Raymond Paige’s will 
debut the Columbia Broadcasting 
System’s summer sustaining show- 
case series July 15. Albert Spald- 
ing will represent ‘good’ music and 
Frankie Hyers, 52nd Streeter, will 


|represent the assault and battery 


school. It’s a ‘Battle of Music’ slant 
with Paige to have 70 men. 


Paige is under contract to CBS. 





His probes into the pedigree of con- 
testants are often productive of 
laughs. though designed not to em- 
barass the questioned. | 

Payoff to correct answers is gov- 
erned *.\ how lucky the contestant | 
is; it consists of picking an envelope | 
containing anywhere from $2 to $10. | 
Losers are served with two tickets | 
to the New York World’s Fair, from 
where the program emanates. Lis- | 
teners submitting questions put to, 
work get $5. To point up the Fair | 
source of the show a horn, similar to | 
the musical ones used on Fair sight- | 
seeing bus trains, blows when a re-— 
sponse is correct. An_ incorrect | 
comeback draws a dud blow. 

Manners paints. an_ interesting | 
word picture in behalf of his spon- 
sor, a real estate outfit plugging sites 
at Mastic Beach, L. I. Wood. 





| 
{ 
{ 





Followup Comment 


Lys Murray’s Four Clubmen now 
vocalize a soothing 15-minute inning 
of pop tunes late Tuesday nights 
over CBS. Murray, who has a chorus 
on the ‘Hit Parade’ and directs the 
musie on ‘Ellery Queen,’ here plays 
the piano accompaniment and sings 
the solo bits. Each stanza brings 
three new tunes and an oldie. Good 
new numbers are scarce, of course, 
so the familiar one is likely to be 








the standout. Arrangements are dis- 
tinctive. On the session caught, 
however, the Helen Bliss-Charles 


Hathaway piece, ‘The Moon Won't 
Talk,’ drew attention. Series is gen- 
erally melodious and Ifstenable, par- 
ticularly as a late-evening sustainer. 





Reinald Werrenrath, vet concert 
baritone, in a series of Thursday 
night lecture-recitals over WQXR, 
New York, has been tracing the de- 
velopment of American songs and 
ballads up to and including the Civil 
War. Last week's (13) program he 
told briefly the history of and then 
sang the chorus of ‘Dixie,’ “‘Tenting 
Tonight,’ ‘My Maryland,’ ‘Battle Cry 
of Freedom,’ ‘Bonnie Blue Flag’ and 
‘Battle Hymn of the Republic.’ In 
no case did he weight his spiel with 
heavy or windy narrative or ex- 
planation, but kept his remarks brief, | 
direct and pungent. His singing, of ' 
course, is admirably suited to this | 
brand of material. It’s an ear-catch- 
ing series, which he winds up to- 
| morrow (Thursday) night with a re- 
}sume of the previous editions. Slated 
|to return in the fall. 











| 
Julian Fuhs, ex - Continental 
|maestro, has a crack symphonic- 
| syncopation orchestra as aired over 
| WJZ and a coast-to-coast NBC net- 
+work. The quality of his svelte 
| rhythms best explains the distinction 
| accorded this European conductor by 
ithe blue network at a choice Wednes- 
|day evening hour. With Celia Brons 
|and Ross Graham as soloists, Fuhs 
|dished up a highgrade brand of 
| Strauss, tango, rhumba, ‘four cen- 
| turies in three-quarter time’ and un- 
| adulterated Vincent Youmans. The 
| cavalcade of waltz music, from Bach 
| to Robert Stoltz was a crack ar- 

rangement, as was Fuhs’ finale pot- 
| pourri of Hungarian native airs. This 
{is music of the type that brought 
| Kostelanetz, Gluskin and Paige to 
| the fore, and Fuhs can take his place 
| with them. 


} 








| Mary Jane Walsh was vocalist on 
|; the Ben Bernie show for Half &! 
|Half tobacco last Wednesday night } 
| (12) over CBS, but had only a single | 
inumber, ‘This Can’t Be Love,’ which | 
;}she walloped with her usual steam. 

Except for that and Bernie’s opening 
| spoof, the stanza was poor. ‘Mock 
| trial’ formula still fails to ignite. 


| 
| Sinelair Lewis, the Nobel prize 


on International Silver's ‘Fun in 
Print’ Sunday night (16) over CBS, 
thereby proving himself a more im- 
pressive radio performer than legit 
emoter. As a matter of fact, that’s 
an inadequate comparison, for Lewis 
revealed a glittering ad-lib comedy 
touch via the ozone, registering 
much more forcibly than the other 
guests, even though topped in actual 
points scored for correct answers. 
Difference was that his contribu- 
tions were frequently witty and 
always lively and casual, even when 
he didn’t know the answers. Gene- 
vieve Taggard, poet and literary 
critic, grabbed the prize for best 
score, with Conrad Nagle and Helen 
Harmon making respectable show- 
ings as to their literary lore. Sig- 
mund Spaeth handled the interlocu- 
tor assignment easily. Whole stanza 
has grown lighter, sharper and more 
aa since its badly inne 
sta 








Latter sold him via NBC to his cur- 
rent Westinghouse sponsorship. 


Unique Blanket Renewal 
Of All Procter & Gamble 





Shows by NBC, Chicago 





Chicago, June 18. 

Largest blanket order in the his- 
tory of the Chicago NBC offices was 
signatured last week by Procter & 
Gamble through NBC midwest 
chief, Sid Strotz, and sales manager 
Harry Kopf. Deal calls for blanket 
renewal time on NBC for 20 dra- 


matic ether strips involving 16 pro-'! 
into effect as of | 


grams, and goes 


July 1. 
' Covered by the blanket contract | 
| are: 
ithrough Blackett-Sample-Hummert, 


‘Man I Married’ for Oxydol 
‘Midstream’. for Teel through Kas- 
tor, ‘Houseboat Hannah’ for Lava 
through Blackett-Sample-Hummert, 
‘Road of Life’ for Chipso through 
Pedlar & Ryan, ‘Lone Journey’ for 
Dreft through  Biackett-Sample- 
Hummert, ‘Against the Storm’ for 
Ivory through Compton, ‘Guiding 
Light’ for Naptha through Compton, 
‘Woman in White’ for Camay through 
Pedlar & Ryan, ‘O’Neills’ for Ivory 
through Compton, ‘Mary Marlin’ 
for Ivory through Compton, ‘Pep- 
per Young’s Family’ for Camay 
through Pedlar & Ryan, ‘Vic & Sade’ 
for Crisco through Compton, ‘Life 
Can Be Beautiful’ for Ivory through 
Compton, ‘Kitty Keene’ for Dreft 
through Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 
All of these are for NBC-Red net- 
work time. 


On the NBC-Blue are ‘Painted 
Dreams’ for Chipso through Pedlar 
& Ryan, ‘Vic & Sade’ for Crisco 
through Compton, ‘Mary Marlin’ for 
Ivory through Compton and ‘Pepper 
Young’s Family’ for Camay through 
Pedlar & Ryan, the latter two also 
on the NBC-Red. 





BING CROSBY EARLIER 


Kraft Pregram Meves fer First Time 
—Rudy Vallee Half Hour Later 








Kraft Cheese is advancing the 
broadcast time of its Bing Crosby- 
Bob Burns stanza by an hour on the 
NBC-red Thursday night. The pro- 
gram’s new slot is9to10p.m. Seal- 
test, which is part of the same com- 
bine, is taking over the 10-10:30 pe- 
riod for the Rudy Vallee shows. 
Latter has been filling the half hour 
preceding the Kraft program. 

Under the new Thursday schedule 
on the red for the fall there will be 
four food accounts following one an- 
other from 8 to 10:30 p. m. General 
Foods will have the Aldrich Family 
(Jell-O) in the 8 to 2:33 period, with 
the succeeding half hour going to its 
‘Good News’ session (Maxwell House 


NIXES OFFER 


Dr. Henry Lee Smith, Jr, haa 
nixed an offer from Benton &, 
Bowles to do his ‘Where Are You 
From?’ show In the Fannie Brice 
spot when the comedienne leaves the 


| Maxwell House ‘Good News’ series 
jfor the summer. Hitch was the 
‘agency wanted Smith to go to the 
Coast. He's an English professor at 
Columbia university, and switches to 
Brown university in the fall, so he 
didn’t want to leave the east. How- 
ever, the agency wouldn't permit him 
to plug in his spot from New York. 
Another hitch was over the matter of 
options. 

When the term begins at Brown 
university in the fall, Smith wilt 
commute from Providence for the 
broadcast out of New York. 











EVANS, LOCALLY BIG, 





TO SCHWIMMER & SCOTT 


Chicago, June 13. 

Evans Fur account, for years aa 
outstanding local radio account in 
Chicago, has been snagged by the 
Schwimmer & Scott agency. 

Evans Fur has been using time on 
practically every station in Chicago, 
and has been on these stations with 
daily shows, three-a-week programs 
and occasional 30-minute weekly 
shows. 

Indications are that Evans will 
continue to bloom on the ether, 
which has built Evans Fur firm from 
a small outfit to the biggest in Chi- 
cago in five years of radio plugging. 








‘Mystery’ Back Sept. 30 


Standard Brands will return ‘f 
Love a Mystery’ to NBC Sept. 30 

It will be the Monday 8 to 8:30 
p.m. loop on the blue. 
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PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN 


RADIO WRITING 
” PRODUCTION 


Six Weeks: July 1-Aug. 9 


Lectures, gonferences, field trips, 
studio practice, attendance at net- 
work rehearsals and shows. Teash- 
ing ataff: Douglas Coulter, assistant 








program director, CBS; Philip 
Cohen, radio production director, 
U. 8. Office of Education; Earle 


McGill, casting director, CBS. Spe- 
cial lecturers: Edward Lasker 
(Lord & Thomas); George O. Miln 
(NBC); Bernard Herrmann (CBS); 
Morris Novik (WNYC); Nila Mack | 
(CBS); Lyman Bryson (Columbia 
University). Fee, $75. For bulletin 
RI address Division of General Edu- 
cation. 


NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 


20 Washington Square North 
New York, N. Y. 


re 
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When WEAF ground waves “take to the 
water’’—millions in New York area will 
become steadier customers of Red Net- 

work advertisers than ever before. — 


There’s nothing mysterious about it. 
Salt water is the slickest conductor of 
ground waves in the business. So, in se- 
lecting a site for the erection of WEAF’s 
newest 50,000-watt transmitter, NBC 
engineers looked for a location that 
would take best advantage of the salt 
water around New York. 

After years of search, they finally found 
the right spot in Port Washington, Long 
Island. As you can see from the picture 
above, the path from antenna to New 
York is almost entirely over salt water. 

At present the new transmitter is being 
built—from plans which took more than 
a year to formulate. It will probably com- 
mence operation in September. When it 
does, the first station of America’s first 
network is going to exert an even more 
powerful influence over the New York 
market’s buying millionsthan at present. 
Yes—and new thousands in the most 


“Now I see what NBC Red means by its 


NEW ‘SALT-WATER WAY’ 


TO GREATER SALES IN GREATER NEW YORK!” 





productive listening area in the United 
States will become WEAF enthusiasts! 

Thus the ‘salt-water way’—by provid- 
ing a better-than-ever signal to WEAF’s 
listening millions—is going to mean 
more listeners... greater sales and profits 
...to Red Network advertisers. 

Add to this the known fact that the 
Red Network provides its advertisers 
with radio’s biggest listening audience 
and you have a mild idea why, again last 
year, they invested more money in Red 
Network time than in any other single 
advertising medium—almost $35,000,000. 
The Red isa profitable investment because 
it’s first in stations and programs—and 
has been since radio broadcasting began. 





The network most people listen to most! 
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; NO REASON TO. FEAR 





STRIKE AT FCC ITSELF IN GRILLING BROWN; ~.scrte== 


MUCH TRADE HISTORY IS UNDER LIGHT 


! 
Thad Brown Has Unhappy Time at Hands of 
Senators—Donald Flamm ‘Wild Party’ Aired— 


Delayed Report Is Scored 


Washington, June 18. | 

Unioading of a truckload of com- | 
plaints about the Federal Communi: | 
cations Conimission’s actions and | 


failures, highlighted by criticism | 
about the length of time needed to | 


yturn out the chain-monopoly report, | 
occurred last Wednesday (12) at an} 
unprecedented Senatorial grilling of 
a Federal official. Commissioner Thad | 
H. Brown (up for reappointment) en- | 
tered denials of charges the regu- | 
latory body has shirked its duty, '! 
sought te pass responsibility for mis- | 
takes of judgment and errors of ad- , 
ministrative commission and omis- | 
sion on to colleagues, scoffed at the | 
idea there is a ‘radio lobby,’ and re- 
sorted to the ‘don’t remember’ means , 
of dodging particularly embarrass- | 
ing inquiries. 
The veteran FCC member—only | 
one of the present septet who saw) 
service with its predecessor Radio | 
Commission—was put squarely on 
the defensive by Senator Charles H. | 
Tobey, belligerent New Hampshire | 
Republican, whose inquiries and ' 
criticism for six weeks helped smoke 
out the long-delayed chain-monopoly 
report. But he also was jabbed by 
other solons, including Senate Inter- 
state Commerce Committee Chair- 
man Burton K. Wheeler, Senator 
Wallace E. White, Jr., (co-sponsor of 
the original radio act), Senator Clyde 
Reed of Kansas, and Senator Sher- 
man Minton of Indiana. Only friendly 
voice raised during a lively session | 
extending more than two hours was} 
that of Senator Chan Gurney of South | 
Dakota, whose participation in the! 





rapid-fire exchanges was more in/ 
defense of his family’s sale of) 
WNAX, Yankton, than to help, 


Brown. 


the KNX purchase by CBS through 
the soundness of the clear-channel 
policy and the familiar monopoly 
charges to a ‘wild party’ given at a 
‘New York hot spot’ by Donald 
Flamm, owner of WMCA. Although 


| take cognizance of complaints andj that members of a commission paid | 


Questioning ran the gamut from | 
| 








Montreal, June 18. 
Reported here that broadcasters 
and other groups are planning to 
| make representations to the CBC to 
: ij have American commentaries again 
critical remarks of general interest; piped in directly from source. Not- 
to the industry. Most significant| ing the ——s — rs — 
| were Tobey’s ‘You're appearing be-| ment in the Unite ates in favor 
‘fore a prea e inquiring into your , of the Allied cause, many here feel 
| fitness to go on this commission—in | that there would be little risk of 
| my opinion you're not fit’; oe ' offending i 4 eo poe Amer- 
|‘What you (the FCC) have been do-! ican commentators back again, 
he denied there was any personal ing (about station transfers) is not) As it is, Canadian listeners are not 
animosity, Tobey rode Brown hard! Paying any attention to the price’;' prohibited from listening to foreign 
and his victim growled back objec- | and Minton’s ‘I hope we're not going ' broadcasts and tune in to American 
tions to ‘unfair’ questions at several to get to the position where we're commentaries anyhow. Most U.S. 
oints | going to allow radio stations to set’ .tations are easily reached during the 
. Whether Brown’s appointment for , UP in their capital accounts an item evening hours, though atmospheric 
a seven-year term will be approved | for ‘good will.’ We don’t let public conditions make daytime listening to 
by the Senate group and confirmed | Utilities do that.’ American stations virtually impos- 
by the upper branch of Congress re- | Neo Congressional Record Fan sible with most receiving sets. 
mained doubtful, although it seemed — Failure of the Commission to pay| Canadian stations have for some 
likely favorable action will be taken serious regard to statements made time past been piping in CBS and 
after Tobey has unloaded all his | over several years by Congressman | NBC newscasts, which .were banned 
complaints. Another committee ses-| Richard Wigglesworth and former) during the early months of the war, 
sion is due, however, after the Com- | Representatives John J. O'Connor, without rousing disapproval of the 
missioner supplies a mass of infor-;} William J. Connery and William D.' CBC. 
mation demanded by the New Hamp-| MacFarlane aroused Tobey and /| 
and the latter has a, Wheeler. After Brown said he does | 











shire solon 
chance to examine the chain-| not ‘read all statements’ made in! 9 
| monopoly report. Congress, Tobey shot back the ac-| 

In the unusually hostile atmos- cusations were ‘damnably serious’ | 


phere, Brown was criticised for or yet he (Brown) ‘never batted an. 


quizzed about failure of the FCC to eyelash’ and that ‘it is damned funny | 


7 STATIONS 


Minneapolis, June 18. 


charges voiced on the floor of Cong- | $10,000 never heard these things.’ | 
ress, to do something to break up as- Wheeler asked critically ‘whether the | 
serted monopoly in the broadcasting ,FCC does not have some employee 
field, to stop approving sales of sta- who can _ ogle i a 
tions at prices far above the value Record, drawing réply that it does— ’ 
of the physical plant, and to turn out ‘now.’ my d — Rg on , or Se te 
its monopoly report at an earlier, Tobey failed in his apparent at-; “MUN, Serv y Mutual 
date. 'tempt to gain an admission that| casting company, Twin Cities sont 
’ Brown Categorically Denies .| Donald Flamm enjoys favored treat- | have at oe gy ogy Ot “m 
Replying to the barrage, the Com- ment from the Commish because of | main hea pg aad in inneapolis 
missioner denied he ever heard the’ his hospitality. Party was given at and two in St. Paul. 
Connery resolution for a Congres- Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshow| WLOW was launched Monday (17) 
sional probe was killed in 1938 be- ‘about a year ago’ (reputedly during; with a special program at 7 p.m. It 
cause ‘the President’s sons would be ; New York visit of the FCC television 





will operate full time on 1300 kilo- 
involved,’ that the chain-monopoly committee), Brown said. Originally,| cycles. President of the operating 
probe report was ‘filed and buried’ | he stated ‘I know of no such episode’ | company is John P. Devaney, for- 
or was modified because either Pres- when Tobey referred to gossip about; mer Minnesota state supreme court 
ident Roosevelt or Thomas D. Cor-| an affair at which ‘a woman got, chief justice. Edward P. Shurick is 
coran, head of the New Deal brain) hurt.’ The Commissioner said he general manager. 

trust, said it was ‘too strong,’ that ‘didn’t think’ women were present—| ‘The studio’s own 18-piece orches- 
any of the ‘radio interests’ ever sug- causing Wheeler to ask if it was 4/ tra and chorus of 12 were heard on 
gested who should compose the in- siag party, to which Brown said/ the opening program along with 
vestigating committee, that he knew | ‘largely’—and ‘I don’t recall’ any| prominent state and national of- 
about reported efforts of former | time when some individual mauled a | ficials. 
chairman Frank R. MeNinch or, female entertainer. Brown said | 
former general counsel William J.; Commissioners T. A. M. Craven and | . 
Dempsey to kill the Connery resolu-. NBC vice-president’s Niles Tram-' Hecker Takes Transradio 


tion, or that he recalled anybody be-| mell and Frank M. Russell were| oper products began sponsorship 
coming over-familiar with a girl) Present but couldn’t recall if — thin esnite at Geammsaiiaia Genin, 





tertainer at Flamm’s night club | from CBS attended. — , " 
melenstio | Shere. were Questions shout nit Mutval pag <P 


relaxation session. ; : tati t f hud thie | 
euistending | HSrOUs = Hasen Weneiers 8U 'S | Fridays for Pa-Pi-A drink. Richfield 


There were several 





| line of inquiry produced nothing im- | Oil already bankrolls the show Tues- 





portant. Tobey asked about WOAI, | days, Thursdays and Saturdays. 


| San Antonio; KSFO, San Francisco; | : 

| KFI, Los Angeles; WNAX, Yankton, | Erwin-Wasey agency placed the 
and the Westinghouse leases, while | Hecker business. Same agency also 

| Brown dragged in the Exchange | Tenewed for 13 more weeks the 

| Avenue Baptist Church (Oklahoma | Arthur Godfrey series over Mutual 


WCNW, Bhlyn, 
Signs ACA After 
Two-Hour Strike 


After being off the air for two 
hours Monday (17), WCNW, Brook. 
lyn, signed a contract with ihe 
American Communications Assn, 
CIO affiliate, ending several months 
of bickering. The union had finally 
pulled out the technicians when 
negotiations reached a stalemate. 
Contract involves the station’s en. 
tire staff of three technicians. 

Effective immediately, the men get 
a minimum of $20 a week (two for- 
merly got $12 and the third $15), 
a six-day, 40-hour week with time- 
and-a-half for overtime (and $1 
‘supper money if employed more 
than 10 hours in a single day), two 
weeks vacation with pay, two weeks 
sick leave with pay, closed shop and 
hiring through the union. Deal is 
effective until next Oct. 1. That is 
in line with all the union's contracts 
with local stations, the idea being to 
make all pacts uniform at that time. 

Although the ACA follows the 
CIO vertical union setup, other em- 
ployees at the station are not in- 
cluded in the deal. Explained that 
the small staff of announcers all 
work without pay. All have regular 
outside jobs and merely do an- 
nouncing as a part-time hobby. 

Arthur Faske, owner of WCNW, 
was not present when the settlement 
was reached. Contract was signed 
by Ben Levine, general manager of 
the station, and Sid Adler, ACA or- 
ganizer, 


Elmira Studios Out, 
_WESG Sticks to Campus 


Ithaca, N. Y., June 18. 

Cornell University, which. operates 
| WESG, has cancelled its contract 
| with the Elmira (N. Y.) Star-Gazette 
| and the studios in Elmira are elim- 
| inated, all broadcasts henceforth or- 
| iginating in the local studios on the 
, Campus. George F. Rogalsky, treas- 
|urer of the university, is handling 
the station through the institution’s 
| radio department. 

Under the former contract, the 
Elmira daily purchased time over 
the station, resold it to local sponsors 
and broadcast the programs from its 
own studios. 




















Denver—‘Wauhillau’ is back with 
| KLZ as continuity editor and direc- 
tor of women’s activities and Mark 
Schreiber has joined the same station 





Po no 





When you want to 
sell Michigan... 
you want the selling 
power of 


City) case. Tobey a&Sserted the FCC) for Carnation milk. Extension is ef-| as a sport commentator. Schreiber 
| was ‘terribly derelict in your duty’ | fective July 3 and will make the) has been assistant graduate manager 
second renewal. | of athletics at Colorado University. 





in not stopping ‘ungodly profits.’ 
Defends His Record 
The grilled Commissjoner defend- | 
ed the monopoly probe and his part | 
in it. Admitting he voted against | 
motion by Commissioner George H. | 
| Payne saying the FCC had no objec. | 
| tion to a Congressional study, he | 
| said he supported the McNinch mo- | 
| tion for a special investigation, ex- 
| plained the volume of material as- 
| sembled, flatly denied statements of 
; Tobey and Wheeler that the com- 
| mittee attempted to sidetrack the re- 
; port, and emphasized that he Iin- 
| herited the job of acting chairman | 
upon McNinch’s resignation last 
summer. Most of Tobey’s criticisms | 
and questions are answered by the |. 
| report, he maintained. The New! 
Hampshire solon protested the find- 
i ings were ‘lest in the clouds for two 
| years’ and Wheeler insisted he knew 
| ‘on good authority’ that a report was | 
| framed months ago. 

Matter of stock control loomed 
rather important. Tobey and 
Wheeler indicated a conviction the 
| FCC does not pay sufficient attention 
| to stock transfers, speaking particu- 

larly about trading of CBS paper. 

Following reference to sales by Wil- 
, iam S. Paley, Brown said FCC con- | 
| sent is necessary only if a majority | 
| Of the stock changes hands. He con- 

| fessed the regulators do not know 

who is buying the stock sold by the | 
|CBS prexy. In this discussion, | 
Wheeler opined the FCC ‘ought to | 
know to whom it is transferred,’ | 
adding he considers it is ‘decidedly 
in the public interest’ to check such 
transactions and the Commish 
should be very careful to see paper 

sold through brokers doesn’t wind | 
up in hands of foreigners. 
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Buffalo—New faces at WEBR in-! 
clude Irving Zeman, copy writer; | 
Elizabeth Burkhardt, sales staff sec- 
retary, and Virginia Wolf, reception- 
ist, 
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RESENT THREAT 
OF ‘UNFAIR’ 
LISTING 


Hollywood, June 18. 

Threat of transcription producers 
to legally contest any move by 
Radio Writers Guild to put them 
on an ‘unfair list’ unless they become 
signatory to a working agreement by 
a certain date resulted last week in 
postponement of summary action 
pending outcome of fresh delibera- 
tions. Hollywood platter makers, in 
serving notice on the Guild, declared 
they had never been notified of a 
negotiating committee nor was a 
code proposal ever submitted to their 
membership. 

Meetings were to be held this 
week in an effort to draft an agree- 
ment, acceptable to both organiza- 
tions. 








First confab between representa- 
tives of the transcription companies, 
networks and agencies and the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists to negotiate a contract covering 
the production of recordings and 
transcriptions, is slated to take place 
today (Wednesday ). 

AFRA several weeks ago submit- 
ted its proposed code to the pro- 
ducers, but an agreement is not ex- 
pected to be reached for some time. 


Pate Succeeds Bennett In 
Lone Star Chain Job 


Fort Worth, June 18. 

James W. Pate, former manager 
of WACO, and KNOW, Austin, suc- 
ceeds Sam H. Bennett at the Lone 
Star Chain managerial post. This 
is confirmed by Harold V. Hough, 
general manager of WBAP-KGKO, 
Fort Worth, and a LSC director. 

The LSC is Texas’ newest network 
and includes KGKO, Fort Worth; 
KGNC, Amarillo; KTSA, San An- 
tonio; KRIS, Corpus Christi, and 
KGRV, Weslaco. Besides Hough, 
other LSC directors are Ted Tay- 
lor of KGNC and Tilford Jones of 
KXYZ, Houston. 





‘Ballad for Americans’ 
At G.0.P. Convention 


CBS is sending a live show to 
Philadelphia next Monday (24) to 
be presented during the opening 
session at the Republican national 
convention. Offering will be the 
John LaTouche-Earl Robinson ‘Bal- 
lad for Americans.’ Phil Cohan will 
direct, Victor Bay will conduct the 
orchestra, Clyde Barry will sing the 
solo lead, and Lynn Murray chorus 
will supply backgrounding. 

With the exception of Barry, who 
is standing-in for Paul Robeson, 
that’s almost the same setup that 
originally presented it over ‘Pursuit 
of Happiness.’ 








Tempest Before Dinner 


Hartford, Conn., June 18. 

Relations between Francis Murphy, 
publisher of the Hartford Times and 
owner of WTHT, and local broad- 
casters became somewhat strained 
last week as the result of Murphy’s 
decision to pick his own time to 
broadcast a program inaugurating 
Rose Festival Week. While the 
Chamber of Commerce is behind the 
event, Murphy is recognized as its 
father, but the other Hartford out- 
lets, WTIC, WDRC and WNBC, felt 
that this didn’t justify his arbitrarily 
setting back the original schedule of 
the program. ; 

All four outlets had agreed to pick 
up the program at 7 p. m. Saturday 
(15), with WTHT doing the feeding. 
Murphy later found that it would be 
more convenient for him to put the 
broadcast on at 6:30 because of a 
dinner he was giving some friends. 
Just as the other stations were be- 
ginning to burn the publisher then 
found that the main guest wouldn't 
be able to get to the dinner in time 
and so back to 7 o'clock went the 
broadcast. 


F-M Meeting in Chicago 

John Shepard, 3d, of the Yankee 
Network, has called a meeting of 
F-M broadcasters in Chicago for to- 
day (Wednesday ). 

Mutual’s board of directors {s 
slated to hold a meeting of its own 
the same day. 














ASCAP’S D. C. VISIT 


Buck, Frohlich in Thurman Arnold’s 
Office 








Washington, June 18. 

Gene Buck and Louis Frohlich, 
president and general counsel, re- 
spectively, of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers were closeted yesterday (Mon- 
day) with Thurman W. Arnold, spe- 
cial assistant to the U. S. Attorney 
General, going over the direction 
and trend of the Justice Depart- 
ment’s present investigation of 
ASCAP. 

Department several weeks ago ob- 
tained an order from the N.Y. fed- 
eral court for ASCAP to turn over 
certain of its files and records to the 
staff conducting the probe. 


MOVES TO HAVE 
COMMERCIAL 
NEIGHBORS 


Lady Esther will move Guy Lom- 
bardo into the first half of the Lux 
Theatre’s present Monday hour (9- 
10 p.m.) on CBS July 15 for the 
balance of the summer. Lux goes 
on an eight-week holiday the week 
before. Lady Esther is now on the 
same night from 10 to 10:30. 

One of the cosmetic’s reasons for 
moving is to avoid following an hour 
of sustaining programs. CBS in- 
tended to put its summer show-win- 
dow in the nine to 10 stretch. 











New York City—George Hogan has 
joined the announcing staff at WOR, 
New York. 








WEBS’ COSTLY WAR COVERAGE A BURDEN 





BUT NAZIS NARROWING THE NEWS AREA 


Columbia Under $30,000-A-Month Overhead, But 


Advertisers 
Expensive 


Offset Cost — Finland Was Most 





NBC's news and special events 
department last week got orders 
from upstairs to slow up on the ex- 
penditures for war coverage. It 
was pointed out that the costs for 
this chore have been running far 
out of line and that there would 
have to be much restraint and par- 
ing exercised on foreign pickups. 
The bills, it was added, were run- 
ning much too high and it was sug- 
gested that attempts be made to 
stick as closely as possible to a set 
schedule and refrain from bringing 
in the’ network’s European staff via 
shortwave at the least provocation. 

It is expected that war develop- 
ments themselves will affect a de- 
cided economy in the matter of cov- 
erage for the networks. The peri- 
phery of their pickups is being 
constantly narrowed by the march 
of Nazi conquest. There isn’t likely 
to be a repetition of the costly pick- 
ups of the past such as those from 
Helsinki, Bucharest and Stockholm. 
Even now the webs’ pickup opera- 
tions are limited to London, Berlin 
and Rome and the _ networks 
wouldn't be surprised, if things get 
very rough in the Mediterranean, 
to find themselves cut off from Italy. 


CBS’ Gverhead 


Columbia’s. news and war cover- 
age now runs about $30,000 a month, 
but the margin of red for the net- 
work in this phase is narrow since 
it sells all its news spots. Only 
sponsorship of this sort that CBS 
might lose is the evening European 
roundup. Sinclair has exercised its 
four-week cancellation privileges for 
this daily period, but there is yet 
a chance of its giving the network a 
13-week renewal. There may be an- 
other underwriter of Elmer Davis’ 
nightly five-minute review in July. 





General Foods is considering tak- 
ing over three of the periods. Gil- 
lette is Davis’ current sponsor on 
a twice-weekly basis. CBS has five- 
minute news period sold also to 
Pepsicola and Commercial Credit. 

Both NBC and CBS are taking 
every precaution against any of their 
commentators getting out of emo- 
tional bounds while on the air. All 
have been asked to exercise as much 
of an unemotional tone as possible 
and to avoid anything that may 
smack of inflammatory or fear pro- 
voking nature. The network figures 
that the course of events are in 
themselves harrowing enough with- 
out language or tone of voice mak- 
ing it worse on the nerves and 
heart. 


Boake Carter’s Divorce 


Philadelphia, June 18. 

Boake Carter was sued for divorce 
in Common Pleas Court by Mrs. 
Olive Richter Carter on Wednesday 
(12). Mrs. Carter, a former news- 
paperwoman, has been separated 
from her husband for several 
months. She had continued to live 
at her home in Torresdale, a suburb, 
while Carter has been residing in 
New Jersey, where he recently cam- 
paigned for the election of former 
Governor Harold G. Hoffman. 

The grounds for the application 
for divorce were not divulged. The 
Court will appoint a master who 
will conduct hearings, The Carters 
were married in New York in the 
1920’s. They have two children. Mrs, 
Carter’s father was the late Francis 
C. Richter, founder and editor of 
the old ‘Sporting Life.’ 
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Covering Virginia's richest market areas 


with one station—one order—one cost. 


information about WRVA, one of the sixteen CBS $0,000 watt stations, inquire of Paul Raymer Company, New York, Chicago, Detroit, San Francisco 
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The following are concise summaries of sub-divisions of the 
Federal Communications Commission report filed last week on the 
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Unfair Divvy 
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With only 28% of the investment 


($9,276,019 worth of tangible prop- 
erty, the two biggest webs got 56% 
of the 1938 net time sales ($56,395,- 
938) and retained 73% of this part 
of the take. Their own plants, 23 
out of 660, or 3.5% of total, swallowed 
16% of the entire grab. Of the $12,- 
267,560 paid to 253 independently- 
controlled affiliates, approximately 
half went to only 25. 


Fat profits were enjoyed by the 
webs, while the independent outlets 
generally made only modest amounts. 
Fifty of the. indies accounted for 
losses equal to 75% of the sum lost 
by the 149 non-network plants. Of 
the amount NBC and CBS retained, 
$32,046,218, they paid themselves for 
depreciation $2,860,470 and had left 
for dividends $6,976,040, so that de- 
preciation and pay-off sums equaled 
80% of what was paid to the inde- 
pendents on their hook-ups. 


While they own or control only 
1/15th of the plants on their chains, 
the two biggies snared a fourth of all 
payments to all stations by the ma- 
jor webs. Their own 23 outlets took 
$5,347,388 out of the $19,645,447 which 
all web plants received from net- 
works. In terms of net operating 
income, the web-managed plants got 
84% of the total of all chain trans- 
mitters. 


Between the amounts retained and 
the sums paid to their own stations, 
the two industry behemoths had 50% 
of the total net operating*income, a 
figure equal to 95% of the earnings 
of 253 indies on their systems, and 
almost the same as the combined 
amount for the 327 indies on all 
three majors. (Several MBS plants 
had heavy losses so that the take 
for the three combined was less than 
that for ‘the CBS and NBC affili- 
ates). 


In a single year, the net income of 
the two toppers exceeded 100% of 
their invesement in fangible prop- 
erty and amounted to 89% of the 
~ total broadcast investment, includ- 
ing ‘good will.’ 

Columbia has made huge profits 
and paid exceedingly fat amounts to 
insiders. Net earnings over 12-year 
period was $22,522,471 compared with 
investmen: in plant figured at $4,991,- 
988 at the end of 1938. Dividend 
payments ($16,872,863) were more 
than 13 times the total of all cash 
ever paid into the corporation. One 





VR eerie 


cama OS 





mand on mers - 
ere: ee aa agi 2 Ie Ts = 
Pe Mn ae RN 


ae 


lta eos tat 


EET AE SES 5S 


ee 












































Me pe ee nt ae ee 


- . ‘ =? 
yest ee 


monopoly hearings conducted in 1938. 


stock dividends, had mounted to a) 
book worth of $269,879. 

Even with many more stations, 
NBC’s total earnings have been | 
about $300,000 less than CBS over a! 
longer time. Parent company has 
collected $18,100,000. The 1938 earn- 
ings were 80°, of the tangible prop- 
erty valuation figure. 

In marked contrast, MBS paid out 
to its members 63% of total time 
sales and kept only 7% for itself but 
some of the expenses supposed to be 
borne by WOR and WGN were 
shifted to the network accounts. The 
74 stations serving Mutual alone had 
operating income of but $368,288 but 
29 others (not counting WLW) which 
were on one or the other of the two 
biggies had $861,252. 

The regionals did pretty well for 
themselves, also. California Radio 
System (McClatchy Newspapers sub- 
sidiary) kept four-fifths of the total 
net time sales although the invest- 
ment in the McClatchy stations was 
less than that of the indies in the 
system. Colonial took 60% of its 
sales and Yankee 76%, while Yankee 
also got 12% of Colonial’s, so that 
only 12% of the Colonial grab went 
to its non-Shepard affiliates. Don 
Lee’s four transmitters got 30 times 
the total paid other members. The 
TSN outlets got 58% of the total 
sales. 


¢ Web Ownership 


There is ‘no compelling affinity’ 
between plants and networks from 
an ownership standpoint. CBS and 








23 web transmitters had one-twelfth 
that for all 660 stations; they had 
one-sixth the total net time sales of 
the entire industry. 





Service Limitations 





Many listeners are deprived of 
service because of the inequities of 
chain operation, particularly since 
the big webs are interested mostly 
in profits. In view of their big earn- 
ings, they could easily extend opera- 
tions, providing programs to many 
small transmitters from which they 
now hold aloof for monetary rea- 
sons. 

This is evident from analysis of 
the proportions of the population 
covered by the webs. Maximum 
number of stations they may use in 
the daytime reach the following 
fractions of the people: Columbia, 
77%; Red, 63%, and Blue, 58%. 

Numbers of people not able to get 
signals from the three national 
skeins were: Columbia, daytimes 28,- 





893,046 and night (primary) 56,099,- 
046: Mutual, daytimes 54,749,446 and 
night (primary) 73,255,446; Red, day- 
times 46,081,637 and night (primary) 
63,629,969; and Blue, daytimes 51,- 
600,255 and night (primary) 70,074,- 
455. 

The probers were unable to reach 
any conclusions on _  duplicatior, 
which they said should be held to a 
minimum, because of insufficient 
data. 





> 


Pacts between webs and affiliates 
are arbitrary and unfair, with the 
networks enjoying nearly all the ad- 
vantages and the outlets forced to 
endure whatever treatment is given 
them from headquarters. Particu- 
larly vicious is the one-sided re- 
newal privilege, enabling the web to 








NBC use their own outlets more for 
local than for chain programs, and 
program origination does not depend 
to any substantial degree upon the 
web-owned transmitters. This is 


by certain web-owned plants de- 
voted to non-netwerk commercial 
operations far exceeded the volume 
of chain business. Some of the 
chain-owned plants in important pro- 
duction centers do not carry many of 
the web features. 


cessful private enterprises—-on the 
contention it is necessary to have 


corralled the cream of the good mar- 
kets. Between them, CBS and NBC 
owned or controlled plants in 12 of 
the 17 metropolitan districts where 
49% of all revenues of all stations 
originated. 






























exec has dragged down in salary, 
dividends, and stock dividends, ap- 
proximately $6,000,000; another exec 
who was given his interest collected 
$358,128 and the paper, by splits and 





























drop any plant without danger of 
| losing an outlet, and the option 
| clauses which result in veritable 
| transfer of operating control to New 
| York. Length of the pacts also was 


| licens@ limit. 

By optioning, networks tie up a 
large part of time, use only a frac- 
tion, 
' chance to make additional income in 
| the unsold periods. There is con- 
| stant peril, furthermore, that outlets 





|raised their eyebrows at the webs’ 
|unwillingness to guarantee some 


origination points—the chains have! minimum income or purchase out- | 


right a certain portion of the time 
| to provide a definite back-log. 

| Aside ‘from the financial aspects, 
'the option technique has disadvan- 
|tages that hurt the public. Like 
! blind selling of motion picture, with 


Contracts == 


and deny the affiliates the | 


| 


! 
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| 
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| 
| 
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evidenced by fact that time devoted | questioned, in view of the one-year | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


By their policy of buying up suc- | will lose local business, The probers | 


| 


| 


| 


Proof that the chains have a dual | the chains able to force programs on | 


character is seen in the fact that | the affiliates, who have little chance | 
profits from their own plants were | to reject undesirable entertainment | 


greater than from the network ac- 
tivities. 
cepting WLW) with 1938 sales top- | 
ping $500,000 were owned by the/| 
two majors. Their 15 transmitters | 
took 44% of the total revenue for all | 
of the clear-channel plants. 

Favored treatment is accorded 
their own children by the two big 
webs. Their sales policies are dis- | 
criminatory and by the co-operative | 
representation methods the web’s 
outlets have a material advantage | 
over the independent affiliates. Self- | 
interest prompts the webs to influ- |} 
ence advertisers to use their family | 
members rather than other affiliates | 
in same areas. Indies on the webs} 
devoted 70% of time to sustainings; | 
the chains’ own outlets carried com- | 
mercials nearly 50% of the time. | 

Of the purely local business, the 
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DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE'S 


LT OP H 0 USE I9 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 

























WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.D.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 





Half of the 26 stations (ex- | 


| financial or economic condition 


equitable. 
that most of the affiliates give away 
or sell at the lowest rate but inflated | 
sums are paid to the clear-channel 
plants and stations in key 


‘or advertising patter. Furthermore, 


ject stations without giving the sta- 
tions much chance to turn down un- 
welcome sponsors. 


Only 30% to 40% of the time tied 
up by the webs is sold, and while 
sustainings are available the chains 
do not offer ‘complete service’ for 
the blank spots. Affiliates are com- 
pelled to assume obligations in order 





Significant 


Quotations. 


(From FCC Monopoly Report) 





M&O stations: ‘The 23 stations owned or controlled by Columbia and 
National had net time sales (in 1938) of $12,082.160, or 12% of the net 
time sales of the whole industry....Columbia and National paid to the 


23 stations owned or controlled by 


them the sum of $5,347,388, which is 


27.25% of all payments to the 350 stations by the networks.’ 
” cd - 


Network revenue: ‘Net time sales (for network time only) of Colum- 
bia and National (in 1938) amounted to $44,313,778, or 44% of the net 


time sales of the whole industry. 


...Of the net time sales Columbia 


and National retained 73% and paid 27% to the 253 independently 

controlled stations on their networks during the year, thus retaining 

two and one-half times as much as they paid tec all the 253 stations.’ 
* 7 * . 


Network investment in ‘property: ‘The investment of Columbia and 


National in tangible property devoted to broadcasting is $9,276,019. 


In 


this year alone (1938) their net operating income ($9,277,352) was in 


excess of 100% of their investment 
* 


in tangible property.’ 
* a 


Network option time: ‘The networks use only a small fraction of the 


time optioned. In fact, the record 


optioned time is ever used.’ 
* 


shows that only 30% to 40% of the 


* * 


Network payments: ‘After the use of free hours by the networks, the 
compensation to the stations begins in the lowest bracket with few ex- 
ceptions. Since the compensation to the station is made on a basis of 
28 days of broadcasting service, the free hours and the brackets of 


compensation apply anew for each 


such period. The result is that the 


station must provide the major part of its network commercial service 


either free or at reduced rates.’ 
* 


* * 


Red and Blue Networks: ‘The Red Network has been given the profit- 
able business while the Blue Network has been used in order to limit 


competition from other major networks.’ 
* + 


Network ownership: ‘The voting stock of Columbia and National (as a 


subsidiary of Radio Corp. of Ameri 
Stock Exchange. Such listing make 
trol of either or both Columbia and 


ca) are both listed on the New York 
s possible the transfer of voting con- 
National, and thus of their 23 owned 


or controlled stations, without the notice to the Commission provided in 
Section 310 (b) of the Act. Furthermore, the common practice of having 
stock held in brokers’ accounts makes possible the transfer of control 


without even 


slip.’ 


revealing to the public the identity of the true owner- 
= * * * 


RCA stock: ‘Radio Corp. of America, which owns the NBC and con- 


trols broadcast stations through it, 
between them own only 5,829 sha 


is controlled by three persons who 
res of a total of 9,864,502 voted by 


them. The shares voted by these three persons as a proxy committee 
were 98% of all shares voted at the 1938 meeting of shareholders, and 


represented 143,104 shareholders.’ 
* 


Network control of talent: ‘Through management contracts and 
sustaining program service agreements with talent, Columbia and Na- 
tional control the professional destinies of more than 800 artists, in- 


cluding 400 broadcast performers 


bands.’ 
oo 


and more than 100 popular dance 


* * 


NBC transcription business: ‘National has been in the electrical 
transcription business commercially since 1935....The record discloses 
many instances where advertisers using the networks of National have 
commissioned competing transcription companies to transcribe their 


programs then being sent over the 


networks of National, only to have 


National refuse the permission for such competitor to proceed with 


the transcribing.’ 
a 


Ownership of broadcast stations: ‘Unlike other big business enter- 
prises, broadcasting is not the chief activity of its owners, but is oper- 
ated principally as a ‘side line’ to the main business....More and more 
of the applications filed with the Commission for authority to become 
owners of stations show the applicants to be persons of other large 
business interests, consisting of such activities as manufacturing, bank- 
ing, publishing, natural resources development, public utility, and 


many other types....Two-thirds of 


States are licensed to, or are under 
6 


the broadcast stations in the United 


common control with, corporations.” 
« 


Remedy: ‘The heart of the abuses of chain broadcasting is the 


network-outlet contract. It is the 


Gommittee’s considered opinion that 


many of the existing inequities and arbitrary practices will find cor- 
rection in the reformation of these contracts.’ 
A 





ho 


the system permits advertisers to re- | With optional outlets available, cer- 


|tain plants get a disproportionate 
; amount of income. The divvy is un- 
|fair as shown by following figures: 
| In 1938 CBS and NBC sold $44,31 

|778 in network time but paid t 

|indies only $12,257,560, of which 
|about 45% went to 30 stations ‘in a 
| relatively strong bargaining position.’ 
The basic web outlets, one-third of 


to be in a position to take programs | the total, get 80% of what is paid out 
which may never come, by taking | >y the chains. 


their facilities, and having personnel! | 
on hand. 


Exclusivity feature was very dis- | 
pleasing to the probers. They pointed | 
out the option system and the ex- | 
clusive clause deny flexibility in op- | 
erations, making no allowance for 
changes in local conditions, varying 
listener demands, etc. Changes in 
of 
the web of the affiliate are restricted 
by these provisions. | 


Profitable business that might be 
obtained from competing networks | 
to fill blank spots is shut off by the | 
exclusivity arrangement, and public | 
likewise is denied service that might , 


be preferable to the sustainings or , 


the local commercials. Needs of the 
stations and communities are sub- 
ordinated to the desires of the 
chains. 

The rate control arrangements also 
drew criticism, because they force 
stations to maintain artificially high | 
tariffs and reduce their opportunities | 
to make money. All the benefits | 
react to the chains. | 

The free-time feature seemed in- 
The probers emphasized 


spots. i 


|musie copyright licenses, keeping up | 


Dual. Webs 


Because of the different kinds of 
treatment and the way the company 
keeps a club over the affiliates, main- 
tenance of the Red and Blue is un- 
desirable. Competition is limited, 
program service is unfairly divided, 
and affiliates are in danger of being 
arbitrarily shifted without the right 
of any comeback. 

The probers said the Blue had been 

(Continued on page 31) 
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transfer control over outlets’ opera- 
tions to the chains, and deprive 
jisteners frequently of desired or 
needed service. 

The report practically called for 
abolition of the clear-channel policy 
and advocated high degree of dupli- 
cation on the Class I-A stripes. To- 
gether with Government supervision 
of the web-outlet pacts, this would 
break up the concentration of power 
threatening to result in monopoly. 
While the investigators assailed nu- 
merous ‘arbitrary and inequitable 
practices’ uncovered at their 73-day 
inquiry, there was no finding in so 
many words that a monopoly exists. 
Instead, the “document asserted that 
“he inescapable conclusion is that 
National and Columbia, directed by 
a few men, hold a powerful influ- 
ence over the public domain of the 
air and measurably control radio 
communication to the people of the 
United States.’ 


Gentle Treatment, Even 
Some Pats for Mutual Web 


Greatest condemnation was aimed 
at NBC and CBS, with Mutual be- 
ing treated gently and in some in- 
stances given indirect pats of ap- 
proval. Relatively little of the docu- 
ment was devoted to the regional 
chains, although the discussion 
tended to show the probers feel these 
little units have many of the bad 
habits of their big brothers. Occa- 
sional criticism was voiced of 


—————————— 
PETER PANDA 


“Only One of His Kind in America” 








UNIQUE! 


@ With 1,922,494 popula- 
tion and a $541,000,000 
annual retail turnover, the 
CKAC-Montreal Primary 
Listening Area holds the 
RICHEST single market in 
Canada. 


® Unique! A tremendous 
BILINGUAL market—65% 
French, 35% English — 
with CKAC the only SINGLE 
station giving it complete, 
mass coverage. 


“Only One of Iie Kind in America” 
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A CBS Affiliate 


U. 8. Rep.: JOS. H. McGILLVRA 








Galls Webs 








Yankee-Colonial, Don Lee and 
Texas State Network. 
Most important resulis of the. 


searching expedition—most exhaus- 
tive radio ever has undergone in its 
two decades of existence—were con- 
tained in a 138-page volume which 
was backed up by rafts of exhibits. 
In all, the trio presented their col- , 
leagues with 1,300 pages of reading | 
matter, studded with figures and de- 
tailed analyses of stock owner- 
ship, and digesting all of the oral | 
and written testimony. Commish | 
was told the probers believe ‘these | 
materials form an adequate basis 
upon which the Commission may. 
proceed to a consideration of the | 
need for a revision of its licensing | 
policy in the radio broadcast field in 
order to correct the serious in- 
equities and arbitrary practices’ 
which have developed in connection 
with chain broadcasting.’ 


Important Points As | 
Listed by Committee 


Highlights of the report were: 
_ 1, Exclusive pacts were  con- 
demned as stifling competition and 
violating public interest. | 

2. Two major skeins were found | 
to have a virtual talent monopoly | 
preventing little fellows from getting | 
program material. | 

3. Clear-channel policy should be | 
‘revaluated’ as present idea, in effect | 
since Federal supervision was un- | 
dertaken, limits service. | 


4. Revenue grab of the webs is un- 


half of the total industry income al- 
though CBS and NBC account for 
less than a third of the investment. 
Huge profits are enjoyed by the two 
majors, which milk their outlets. 
5. No logical reason exists for net- 


| work-owned stations. Program orig- 
| ination and distribution can be car- 


| unfair. 
' peting chains, the affiliates, adver- 


present law requiring F.C.C. consent 


technically the licensees. 


, cies. 


, what can be carried on the wires 


_RCA-Victor and its refusal to allow 


conscionably large. They take over | 
| remote happenings but outlets ought 


ried on even if the clains have no 
outlets of their own. 


6. Immense profits of the big boys 
have not been sufficiently used to 
advance the industry or benefit the 
public. 

7. Maintenance of two webs by 
one company—especially under the 
methods used by NBC—is decidedly 
Injury is inflicted on com- 


tisers, and the public. 


8. Numerous existing unapproved 
management contracts violate the 


for transfer of control. 


9. Directors of licensee corpora- 
tions are negligent, allowing hand- 
ful of executives to run to whole 
business. Many stations are _ side- 
lines to other enterprises, receiving 
scant attention from owners who are 

10. Networks lack program poli- | 
Only isolated decisions are 
reached and the broad outlines of 


have been laid down. 
11. Chiefly because of its link with 


independents to record programs 
moving over its facilities, NBC domi- 
nates the transcription field. 

12. Multiple ownership frequently 
undermines public welfare and is a 
trend in the direction of monopoly. 

13. Networks might well be re- 
quired to obtain special licenses to 
make sure they respect their public 
service obligation. 

14. There must be national pro- 
gram distribution methods to assure 


listeners everywhere of coverage of 





_to have greater freedom to reject 
| entertainment programs originating 
far off. High program cost requires 
the chain system, with webs paying 
all wire charges. 











sacrificed to benefit the Red, so that 
no real competition between the two 
NBC hook-ups results. Favoritism 
is obvious from comparative figures. 
Commercial service of the Red tops 
the Blue both day and night, and 
even the’ Red‘s day business often 
has far exceeded the night service of 
the Blue. 

The Red was used for 70% of all 
the NBC business and its plants got 
four times as much compensation as 
the Blue outlets. Unfairness is em- 
phasizéd by use of 58% of the option 
time of Red plants and only 19% of 
the tied-up hours of the Blue sta- 
tions. No Red plant in 1938 received 


four Blues got that much, and three 


dren. Great disparity in average 
hourly compensation—Red stations 
getting $94 and Blues but $23. 


Section 310b of the law—requiring | 
FCC consent for transfer of control— 


volves networks, the report said. No 
other comment was made, although 
the document summarized the ar- 
rangements involving 12 plants, in- 
cluding the General Electric and 
Westinghouse plants, WAPI, WESG 
and WWL. 
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Corporate Problems 
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| Persons who actually control the 
industry never asked permits to build 
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under $90,000 from the web, but only | 


of them were the web’s own chil- | 


Serious question is raised whether | 


| 


Highlights 








|plants, and hence did not have to 
|assume many risks and avoided a 
good deal of Federal scrutiny. They 


——— 





|bought up established properties— | 


'often at inflated prices—after some- 

body else did the pioneering. 
Two-thirds of all stations are li- 

/censed to corporations, but the actual 


'stockholders pay little attention to |, 


operations. Theoretically they are 
| the ones who assume the obligation 
; to serve public interest, not the paid 
|help. Review of minutes of directors’ 
| meetings showed that in 80% of the 
| cases ‘no consideration was given to 
|the operation of the stations, and 
| that program policies were taken up 
in less than 10% of the instances.’ 


Minority control actually flourishes 
| 1n numerous instances, while stations 
/run as a sideline do not get adequate 
'attention from the owners. Respon- 
' sibilities are delegated to others who 
legally are not responsible to the 
'Commish. Proxy voting is a vice, so 
that persons with decidedly small 
{interest have control. Management 
;or control often is entirely different 
from ownership. 


The committee was particularly | 


upset by the problem of supervising 
stations with stock on exchanges. 


has not been violated, and the prob- | Transactions cannot be checked, so 
lem is particularly acute when it in- | that control often may be easily 
| shifted with no notice to the Com- 


|mish, In many instances the corpo- 
|rations do not know who owns the 
| paper. 

| Incidental result is that actual con- 
trol of operations, of both the webs 
and their outlets, often is shifted far 
from home. By turning blocks of 
time over to program producers, the 
| chains pass the responsibility in a 
| way that at least technically violates 
the act. In 1938 NBC and CBS dis- 
tributed 50,000 commercials produced 
by others to whom the duty 
delegated. 
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Program Policies 
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| Neither NBC nor CBS has a ‘well- 
defined and comprehensive’ policy 
| on the type or construction of pro- 
| grams. This results in large degree 
| by turning the time over to agencies. 
| Only ‘temporary and isolated de- 
‘cisions have been made from time to 
, time,’ generally relating to social, 
moral and political matters. The 
managements seek ‘to follow current 
thought,’ but do not set the pace. 
Never have they laid out ‘a clear 
_path along which their program ef- 
‘forts should move,’ and they have 
| contented themselves with fixing the 
‘boundaries within which the net- 


; works hoped to operate.’ 


was 











more commercial fees for the cur- 
rent year up to the amount of the 
sustaining fee. 

In a letter addressed along with 
contracts to broadcasters John G. 
Paine, ASCAP general manager, 
pointed out: 

1. Approximately 350 stations will 


| get a 50% reduction in 1941 as com- 
|pared to 1939 and 1940. 


Approxi- 
mately 200 more stations will get a 
3314% reduction, and that with very 
few exceptions individual stations 


BOY SOPRANO, 16, 
ON PEARCE SHOW 


San Antonio, June 18. 

Warren Lustre, 16-year-old boy so- 
prano and discovered by WOAI 
(NBC outlet) here, will be the next 
guest of Al Pearce on the Camel 
program aired through the CBS net- 
work this Friday (21). 

Warren was last heard here on 
WOAI’s ‘Reverie.’ This was said of 
him at the time in Variety: ‘High- 
lights of the broadcast are the songs 
of Warren Lustre, 16-year-old WOAI 
discovery. With proper training and 
‘breaks’ this youngster should go 
places.’ 

A telegram was recently received 
at WOIA stating that the agency 
handling the broadcasts, Esty, 
wanted to know if the station still 
had Lustre and if he still had a so- 
prano voice. 














ASCAP Contracts Ready 
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will not be asked to pay a larger 
percentage than they did in the past. 
2. That 1939 figures will be used 
for the 1941 classifications. 
3. That ‘in conformance with the 
desires of the radio stations, as ex- 


: pressed by them time and time again 


at their conventions and to our rep- 
resentatives, ASCAP has adopted 
the principle of clearance at the 
source, 

4. That ASCAP serves as a clear- 
ing house for a supply of music from 
not only American writers. but 


‘|\from world sources, with a service 


that is direct, convenient and eco- 
nomical. 

4. That ASCAP is not a corpora- 
tion and is not in the music business 
but is merely a voluntary association 
of men and women who write, com- 
pose and publish music. 

5. That the music industry’s gross 
and net have suffered since the ad- 
vent of radio and if the industry and 
its creative talent is to continue to 
service radio it is vital that they be 
allowed to live. 

Copies of Paine’s letter and con- 
tracts were also sent to advertisers 
and ad agencies. 


BREAKFAST CLUB SELLS 
Buffalo, June 18. 

Two more chunks of NBC Break- 
fast Club have been sold on WEBR. 

Les Wheeler, electric appliances, 
will take three 15-minute bits 
weekly and Dodds Alderney Dairy 
is taking daily 15-minute shot. Ad- 
ler’s, clothing store, already is on 
with thrice-weekly quarter-hour 
piece. 





























the only one-station— 





WBT GOES UNDER 
THE MICROSCOPE... 


Tuesday mornings at 10 o'clock 


eae Tuesday morning at 10 o’clock, WBT department 
heads put on their high-powered specs and unlimber 
their stethoscopes. Tuesday mornings at 10, WBT goes 
under the microscope, piece by piece. Programs and pro- 
duction —talent and technical twists—listener reactions — 
campaign results—new ideas and past performances are 


poked and pinched and shaken by the heels. 


So what? So from under the microscope comes a 
smoother-running WBT, geared to a higher operating 
efficiency, synchronized to the needs and preferences of 
its listening audience, tuned to the tempo of its market. 


It’s one of the reasons why WBT is increasingly first 
choice of millions of listeners in North and South Caro- 
lina, year after year. (It has been for 11 years, now.) And 
it’s one of the reasons why WBT is increasingly first choice 
of the country’s leading advertisers who want to reach 
the 65-county key marketing area of the Carolinas with 


at one-station rates! 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. - 50,000 WATTS 


Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting 
System. Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chi- 
cago, Detroit, St. Louis, Los Angeles, San Francisco 
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Inside Stufl—Radio 


Questions to the WGY ‘Science Forum’ and to General Electric's Re- 
gearch Laboratory on whether radio stations could get out their signals 
with low antennaes and whether the present radiator towers would not be 
an inviting target for bombers, brought interesting replies. To the first, the 
answer was areas would be more limited. To the second, that the lofty 
masts would make good landmarks for invading planes. However, a GE 
scientist said that in spite of this, he believed high towers still were being 
used in Europe. 

He stated it is ‘entirely possible’ for radio stations to broadcast on a 
short, low antenna. However, he added, their efficiency and range are 
more limited under these conditions than with high transmitters. WGY’s 
by the way, stretches more than 700 feet skyward, and there are a few 
even loftier. 








In order to put a three minute interview with Glenn Miller into his 
transcriptions for National Biscuit, Martin Block and Miller went through 
a unique recording session last week. Miller's band is currently playing in 
the midwest and to record his voice required a bit of waxed manipulating. 

Block wrote a series of questions in New York and forwarded them to 
Miller. Latter stepped into a Chicago recording studio and recorded the 
answers: in marked grooves in a record which was then shipped to Block 
in New York. On its arrival Block put the queries on the transcriptions 
personally while Miller's comebacks were dubbed from the record he made 
in Chicago. 

NBC backs Block on 21 outlets, via the pancakes, using the latter for his 
voice, accompanied by regular pop records. 





Mrs. Peter Tompkins, who arrived in the U. S. last week on the Man- 
hattan after sailing from Rome the day following her marriage to the 
Rome correspondent for the New York Herald Tribune, was in the WOR, 
New York, studio last Saturday night (15) to talk to her husband by short- 
wave when he had finished his Mutual stint from the Italian capital. How- 
ever, the Rome station went off the air the instant the broadcast from 
there was concluded and by the time it was contacted again, Tompkins 
had left the studio. 

Mrs. Tompkins was to visit the WOR studios again last night (Tuesday) 
for another attempted international confab with her spouse. 





WOR-Mutual contingent handling the broadcasts from the Republican 
national convention this week in Philadelphia includes Dave Driscoll, 
Gabriel Heatter, Arthur Sears Henning, Fulton Lewis, Jr., Wythe Williams 
and Quin Kyan. Technical setups were done by J. R. Poppele, WOR chief 
engineer, with Carl Meyers, of WGN, Chicago; Arnold Nygren, of WFIL, 
Philadelphia, and Andrew Poole, Mutual traffic manager. 

Staffs on the spot, drawn from the network’s program and traffic di- 
visions, include Adolph Opfinger, Lester Gottlieb, Frank Schreiber and 
various assistants, clerks, etc. s 





Norman Corwin’s ‘Plot to Overthrow Christmas,’ first broadcast over 
CBS, has been taken for publication in book form by the Peter Pauper 


Press. Will be issued in the fall in an expensive, limited, single volume 
edition. It’s first time Pauper will have published the work of a living 
author. 


Third Corwin broadcast to be published in book form, the others hav- 
ing been ‘They Fly Through the Air With the Greatest of Ease’ and ‘Seems 
Radio Is Here to Stay’. 





Series of weekly talks by advertising agency executives are being broad- 
cast by WOV, New York. They began last Thursday night (13). Its a 
15-minute series spotted at 8:45. Members of the American Assn. of Ad- 
vertising Agencies, the Advertising Federation of America and the Metro- 
politan Agencies, will participate. 

First guest was Mark O’Day, of O’Day, Sheldon & Canaday, who talked 
on ‘Advertising as a Career,’ the title of a book he has authored. 





WMBD, Peoria, Ill, staged a debate June 11 on what may be to the rest | 


of the country a decadent subject. The subject was, ‘Temperance versus 
Total Abstinence.’ Representatives of the brewery industry named George 
W. Eads, director of the International Research Bureau to talk for them, 
while the WCTU had its side of the case argued by Mrs. W. B. O’Neal, 
state organizer, and Corinth Lange, a docal school principal. 





Major Charles F. Atkinson is the military expert who has been writing 
comments for NBC transatlantics from London, his name being mentioned 
for first time last week by Fred Bate. Charles Hodges is naval expert for 
‘Confidentially Yours’ newscasts for Richfield gasoline over Mutual and 

_ NBC (latter on a Saturday night spot), His name also was tabbed last 
week, 





Clay Morgan, Director of Public Relations at NBC, got the ribbon of 
the Legion of Honor from France Friday (14), but the capture of Paris 
that day threw a shadow over the gathering of friends who wished to 
congratulate him. Meantime, David Sarnoff, now an officer of the Legion 
(rosette) personally bequeathed his lapel ribbon to Morgan. 

Mrs. Clay Morgan last week heard that her family in Denmark was safe. 





Columbia Pictures has purchased from Tom O’Connell, 25-year-old 
Cleveland writer, full rights to ‘Interim’ a one act play which O’Connell 
wrote for WHK Drama Laboratory. ‘Interim’ made its debut under di- 
rection of Leslie Biebl, WHK-WCLE continuity director, with a local casi 
in August of last year. 





Maj. Thomas R. McLean, engineer for WTMV, East St. Louis, has re- 
turned an Italian Cross of Merit conferred on him in 1918, after he had 
served with Allied forces in Italy. McLean, an artillery officer, sent cross 
to King Victor Emmanuel. 





Landt Trio and Mahr’s WGY identification number, ‘Thank Your Lucky 
Stars and Stripes You Live in the U. S. A.,’ was used as theme of Sche- 
nectady Community Chest and helped to put drive past quota figure. 
Slogan was ‘Thank Your Lucky Stars You Can Give.’ 





A lot of mail to WLWO, Crosley’s 50,000-watt international station, from 
South America is addressed BBLBBO. That’s because the station’s call 
letters, when read in Spanish, sound like ‘double-veh ellay double-veh oh.’ 
W is spoken as a double-V. 





N. Y. World’s Fair is quite liberal with its passes as far as radio people 
are concerned this year. 

The cardboards are being widely spotted not only among network and 
station employees but among the radio execs of advertising agencies. 


Guy Runnion to WKY 





New Louisville Station Starts 


Louisville, June 18. 
WINN, new station with studios 





Kansas City, June 18, 

Guy Runnion, WDAF announcer, 
left last week to join WKY at Okla- 
homa City as program director. His 
deparieze came after a year and a 
half under Dean Fitzer at the 
Kansas City Star station. 

On the Kansas side Ellis Attebury 
of KCKN set John Drake as pro- 
gram director. He replaces Randall 
Jesse who goes to WDAF to fill the 


post vacated by Runnion’s departure. ! 





in the Tyler hotel, went on the air 
last Saturday night (15). A cocktail 
party and dinner accompanied the 
inauguration. 

D. E. (Plug) Kendrick is the presi- 
dent of the company operating the 
outlet. Wayne Hatchett, is chief en- 
gineer; William Lowery, his assist- 
ant; E. T. Heaton, commercial man- 
ager, and Harold Scott, sales. It’s 
operating a: 100 watts nights and 
250 days on 1,210 k.e, 








Texas Pastor 











owned and controlled the stations, 
while the ‘partmers’ appeared as li- 
censees, was involved in the two 
new dog-housings. 

After outlining shuffling of stock, 
efforts of the ‘partners’ to escape 
from their predicament, and other 
legerdemain which has accompanied 
most of the Texas transactions, 
Payne’s report on KSAM stated that: 

‘The partners signified by their ap- 
plication, financial statements, depo- 
sitions and testimony at the hearing 
that they would finance, construct 
and operate the station, which they 
failed to do. They have perpetrated 
fraud upon the Commission.’ 

Licensee of KSAM was the Sam 
Houston Broadcasting Association, 
comprising H. G. Webster (banker); 
Dr. C. N. Shaver (president of Sam 
Houston Teachers College), and W. 
Bryan Shaver, Dr. Shaver's son. 

Even sadder circumstances were 
sketched in the KAND, Corsicana, 
report. In this case, one of the part- 
ners—Frederick Slauson—made a 


voluntary statement ‘admitting that | 


Continued from page ee ad | 


|? 


944444446444446664 


'IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Banker friend presented CBS’s Meff Runyan with lapel button reading 
‘Champion Bum of 1940’....humorous allusion to Mayor La Guardia’s 
blast....Paul Kesten away for four weeks....Westinthouse’s promotion 
chief, George Harder, in town last week....Moves to KYW, Philadelphia, 
along with boss Walter Evans and others....That’ll be the Westinghouse 
radio headquarters....Ed East at long last has membership in ASCAP. 


Herbert Hadel's ‘Let’s Go to Work’ series over WOR-Mutual Monday 
nights now originating in the Communications building at the World's 
Fair....Alexander Leftwich’s ‘Musical Mysteries’ now airing from the 
World's Fair over WINS....Morton Gould has composed a new symphonet, 
‘Latin America.’ 

Ed Fitzgerald now has four sponsors for his participating 15-minute 
comment series five times weekly over WOR, New York, locally. New 
accounts are Dwin insecticide, E-Z-Do household accessories and Rex 
cleansor....Admiration cigars on temporarily in connection with its 
Father's Day campaign....Raymond Gram Swing principal speaker at the 
commencement exercises Sunday (16) at Olivet (Mich.) college....Awarded 
an honorary degree yesterday (Tuesday) by Oberlin college, his alma 
mater....Del Sharbutt 1s announcing ‘We The People’ while Harry Von 
Zell is on the Coast with Fred Allen. 

Prof. Quiz (Craig Earl) and Bob Trout to jointly appear in Dupont com- 
mercial film by Sherman Rogers....made partly in Long Island (Audio) 
and partly in Wilmington....will be set up like CBS broadcast. 

Stella Unger quizzed Horace Heidt today (Wed.) on her WEAF Borden 
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errors had been made by the li-| Frolic....J. Soulard Johnson of KMOX, St. Louis, in town... .Lester Gott- 
censees.’ In addition, Beauford H.| licb in Washington last week....The President now calls the new radio di- 


Jester, attorney for the _ ill-fated 
‘partners,’ made the following com- 
ment to Payne: 

‘Whatever this decision will be, it 
will be taken by the respondents and 
their counsel in good grace and in 
the knowledge that you gentlemen, 
all of you, have done a conscientious 
job, and that you are doing it for the 
public weal, and in effectuating a 
record of your Commission that is 
going to make that Commission an 
admired Commission.’ 

Slauson and West Involved 

The KAND case implicated Slau- 
son and J. C. West, well-known local 
business men engaged in the manu- 
facture of chili products. While 
Slauson and West appeared as the 
co-partnership of Navarro Broadcast- 
ing Association, licensee, -their re- 
turns apparently consisted of free 
advertising over the Ulmer stations 
of their chili concoctions (three an- 
nouncements per diem over each 
transmitter). Roy G. Terry, former 
partner of Dr. Ulmer, testified that 
the chili-makers had loaned money 
to the station but had later presented 
a bill stating that: 

‘Dr. Ulmer told me that we 
wouldn’t have to outlay any cash 
on this thing, and we don’t want any 
cash tied up in it. I want my money, 
and I want it now.’ 

Eventually—in November, 1937— 
Ulmer and Terry transferred théir 
interests in KAND to West and 
Slauson for $6,000. Before that date, 
James H. Hanley—attorney employed 
by Ulmer in his Texas radio dealings 
—was reported to have expressed 
fear that the Commish might set the 
station for a hearing if the contract 
were filed. 

Record showed that the licensees, 
prior to November, 1937, had no con- 
trol over the station, Payne found, 
and that it was only ‘when the licen- 
sees became aware of their anoma- 
lous position and sensed the difficul- 
ties and confusion that the quarrel 
between Ulmer and Terry might give 
rise to’ that they purchased the sta- 
tion. 

While Payne’s report on the two 
Texas transmitters brought the Ul- 
mer tangle nearer a final show-down, 
the opinion on KGFI, Brownsville, is 
expected momentarily. Resulting 
from hearings in Texas and in Wash- 
ington, this opinion is said to be the 
‘most interesting’ of the seven. 

A proposed finding by the Com- 
mish on KGKB, Tyler, Tex.. is tem- 
porarily held up in the FCC’s legal 
department, but death sentences 
recommended by Payne for three 
other Ulmer stations—KTBC. Aus- 
tin; KNET, Palestine, and KRBA. 
Lufkin—were concurred in about 
three weeks ago. 

Deletion of the entire group is ex- 
pected—plus a probable official look- 


former member of the old Federal, 


Radio Commission. 


NO. AMERICAN ACCIDENT 
CO. EXPANDS AIR TIME 


North American Accident Insur- 
ance Co., which formerly sponsored 
‘Confidentially Yours,’ with Arthur 
Hale, over WOR, has taken the regu- 
lar 15-minute Transradio news shots 
over the same station at 11 a.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Account is going to expand its ra- 
dio budget. Franklin Bruck is the 
agency. 











Boston—Ralph Giffen, formerly 
with Kasper Gordon Studios, replaces 
Majorie L. Spriggs as copywriter 
at WORL, Boston, 


rector of his party ‘Johnnie’....meaning G. W. Johnstone, ex-WOR.... 
Cecil Ellis, former London radio advertising man, now lives on Long 
Island.... 

Helen Walpole’s NBC blue (WJZ) sustainer, ‘Adventures in Reading,’ 
moves from Monday afternoon to Monday night, beginning July 8.... 
scripter also writes the serials ‘Our Gal Sunday’ and ‘Amanda of Honey- 
moon Hill’....Robert M. Scholle, commercial manager of WQXR, vacation- 
ing at Virginia Beach....Arthur Vinton, actor on ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ is a 
spare-time realtor....recently leased a place at Rock Tavern to Karl Swen- 
son, lead on the ‘Sunday’ series. 

Dorothy Lowell, title player of ‘Our Gal Sunday, to vacation in Havana 
instead of Canada....Anda Sannella, conductor of ‘Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round’ one of those affected by the FCC’s rule against ship-to-shore ama- 
teur short-waving....he had been doing it from his new sloop....Boyd 
Crawford, six-footer lead juve on ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ has just 
bought a midget car and is now looking for a Fire Island summer place. 

In between his 28 shows a week over WINS, New York, B. S. Bercovici 
is being modeled by Katherine Hahn. Sculptress recently did a bust of 
Rockwell Kent and is next to do Scholem Asch and Vinton Freedley.... 

Al Taranto, Tom Lynch and Jack Kaste of the Wm. Esty Agency were 
escorted across the border into old Mexico last week by Ken Silison of 
station KRGV and George W. Johnson manager of Station KTSA, San 
Antonio.... 

Maj. Leonard Nason, WOR military analyst, authoring series for Look 
mag, beginning with July 2 issue....The Ed Gardners (Shirley Booth) 
summering at Westport, Conn. He’s doing a show called ‘Archie’s Tavern’ 
in the Lux spot, and she’s playing the lead in the NBC sustainer ‘Strictly 
Business’....Dr. James Rowland Angell, NBC education counselor, back 
after making several commencement addresses around. the country.... 
Bob Sloan mulling a series built around the U. S. Navy....C. D. Morris 
spoke yesterday (Tuesday) before the Westfield, N. Y., C. of C. anent 
preparedness. ; 

WOR adding four extra men to the engineering staff to handle the broad- 
casts from the Republican convention in Philly next week....Milton Berle 
portraying Casey Jones on the Vallee program June 27....Charles Coburn 
and Helen Mack guesting on the Texaco finale June 26 in ‘Broken Dishes’ 
....set by the Morris office....J. R. Poppele, WOR chief engineer, chaire 
man of a sub-committee of the Radio Manufacturers’ Assn. on proper 
polarization of F-M transmitter antenna systems....Gabriel Heatter adds 
eight more stations this week to his Thursday, Saturday series for Liberty 
mag, giving him Coast-to-Coast extension. 


‘IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Marcia Mae Jones, Jacqueline Wells, Jack Arnold and Gale Gordon added 
to cast of ‘Career of Alice Blair’....Joseph Cotten, who recently joined 
the same program after closing in ‘Philadelphia Story’ in Chicago, being 
tested by RKO for the lead in Orson Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane’.... 

Danny Danker starting his 16th year as J. Walter Thompson’s headman 
on the Coast....University of Southern California wants Fox Case, CBS 
special events head in Hollywood, as prof in radio management and teche 
nique....Wilt Gunzendorfer, manager of KSRO, Santa Rosa, Cal., trying to 
sell agency heads on his second run project. Idea is to repeat the big shows 
via disc in small towns under the same sponsorship....Jack Benny going 
to Hawaii for a month after making a guest call on Fred Allen tomorrow 
night (Wed.)....Knox Manning now newscasting under L. A. Soap Co. 
auspices on KNX....Bill Bacher closing out his business affairs here and 
hiking back to Chicago....Sid Gaynor on a trade junket through the east 
for Don Lee chain....Kay Thompson and Paul Rickenbacher reminiscing 
over the old days at KHJ....Fred Allen and Jack Benny thicker than 
Haig & Haig....Two new KNX studios will be put into operation in a 
couple of weeks. 








IN CHICAGO... 


M. McBride Panton, formerly in the radio department and lately ‘in the 
copy department of Kastor, is leaving, the agency business on July 1 to 
enter the ministry....Virginia Verrill and James Breyley, Music Corp. 
exec, slated for an autumn wedding....Phil LaMar Anderson has a new 
disked show concerning the hobbies of celebrities and tagged ‘Phil LaMar 
and His Hobby Stars’....Col. R. R. McCormick confabbing with Grace 
Moore regarding a possible repeat showing on WGN....Jack Tracy, for- 
merly with Ruthrauff & Ryan, and Tom Powers, formerly with Lord & 


see into the activities of Hanley, a| Thomas, now with Weiss & Geller agency. 


Constance Crowder, Arthur Kohl, Loretta Poynton, Franklin. Adams, 
Hugh Rowlands, Cecil Roy added to cast of ‘Story of Mary Marlin’; Fran 
Carlon to ‘Lone Journey,’ Russell Thorson to ‘Road of Life,’ Bob Bailey 
and Ellen Miller to ‘Kitty Keene,’ Josephine Gilbert to ‘Midstream’.... 
Elissa Landi and Philips Holmes start the summer series of ‘Fifth Row 
Center’ shows of WGN-Mutual on June 21 with play tagged ‘Enemies 
Within,’ written and directed by Blair Walliser....Frank Mullen was in for 
Radio Manufacturers convention....Sid Strotz back from address before 
the Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce. 





CHILL TONIC ON KGKO {Dick Richards’ Det. O.O. 


From the Production Centres 


Fort Worth, June 18, 
Grove’s Chill Tonic has been 
signed by KGKO here, for 260 quar- 
ter-hour programs. Talent will con- 
sist of the Sunshine Boys, seven- 
piece string band ,with Bob and Joe 


Shelton, Decca recording _ stars. 
Series is handled through H. W. 
Kastor & Son, 


Broadcasts will be aired five times 





weekly. 





Detroit, June 18. 


Dick Richards, owner of WJR here, 
WGAR in Cleveland, and KMPC in 
Beverly Hills, is due in Detroit this 
week for first time in 18 months. Ill 
for the past few years, Richards has 
been spending practically all of his 
time in his California home. 

Will spend only a short time in 
this neck of the woods, giving his 
midwest station the 0.0. before re- 
turning to the Coast. 
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Angry at Alleged Booking ‘Double X’ 
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(Week ending June 15, 1940) 
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/Ella Fitzgerald Primes On Dance 


Stands for the Drama 
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Chase Hotel Sues Carlos Molina for 256 


Not Ours—Walk 


St. Louis, June 18. 





suit for $25,000 damages against 
Carlos Molina, band leader, for rangement with Greyhound Bus 
breaking a contract for Molina to; for transportation within the 
play here two weeks ago at the; Fair is so tight that it excludes 
Chase club. Effort by the maestro| vehicles of any other company 
to settle the action amicably was; from entering the grounds for 
nixed by Sam Koplar, prez of the; any reason whatsoever. 

hotel. The suit, filed by Koplar’s at- Bands working at the Dancing 
iorneys, in the Circuit Court in Chi- Campus, in the Amusement area, 
cago, alleges Molina refused to fill! have to lug instruments, library, 


the local date after it had been set and other stuff from the gates to 
by the Consolidated Radio Artists,/ 4, Se if thay arrive ine bus 
his representative, and, instead, ac- : 

cepted the Chicago theatre engage-| hired from any other company. 
ment. Another allegation is that 


Ch argetnices \ateneannmhen ner site unseat 
Molina did not inform Koplar that | 
he would not come here until 10, 
a.m. on the day he was to have, 
opened. 
Friday (14), two days after the ac- 
tion was started, Molina and his at- QUITS MUSIC 
Kansas City, June 18. 
Frankie Trumbauer, the vet or- 


torney planed here from Chicago and 
chestra leader and trumpeter, has 


went into an all afternoon huddle 
with Koplar in an effort to smooth 
the matter over. It was reported 
said goodbye to the music industry 
to join the Civil Aeronautics Au- 
thority. Trumbauer folded his band 


that a cash settlement was offered 

but Koplar thumbed it down and} 
in Oklahoma last week and trekked 
into K. C. to take up post as in- 


asserted the case would have to go | 
spector. 


ic bat as far as he is concerned. 
He was formerly with Paul White- 














Molina’s non-appearance resulted 
in Koplar tossing a local band into 
the breach until Johnny Long’s band 
could be brought here from the east. 
Koplar dished out approximately 
$3,000 plugging Molina’s anticipated 
appearance and a full-page ad in the 
program of the Municipal Theatre | jeading his own crew. 
Assn. which sponsors the alfresco | 


theatre in Forest Park could not be| 

lifted. The hotel went in heavily | MARTIN BLOCK’S GUESTERS 
for exploitation via auto bumper | 
streamers on all taxis and service) Bandsmen, Radio Eds, Columnists 
cars in town, window cards, etc., in | Sub While He Vacations 
addition to an upped budget for | 
newspaper space. 














String of bandleaders, radio com- 





ROBBINS ONLY MAJOR —fuest conduct Martin Block's Make- 


goes on a three-week vacation June 


ASCAP RECALCITRANT on wxew. New York, when Block | 





American Society of Composers, | only the nightly two-hour 
Authors and Publishers has now ob-! with announcers doing the commer- 
tained 10-year renewal of member- | gejals. 
ship agreements from all major| Substitute spielers are to be al- 
publishers except the Metro-Robbins | jowed to select any records they 
group. Famous Music Corp., and its| would like to play, give their own 
subsid, Paramount Music Corp.,| comments, etc. Biock will 


Only other pubs that have not) come and thanks to each of the guests 


man, but more recently had been | 


| mentators, newspapermen, and band | 


28. Guest chatterers will handle | 
shows, | 


record | 
turned in their contracts last week.! opening and closing speeches of wel- | 


signed renewals are Stasny Music 
Co., Maurice Abrahams, Inc., (Belle 
Baker) and C. L. Barnhouse Inc. 


Mrs. Mel Kaufman’s Suit 





'to be used in the designated slots. 
| First definitely dated guest is Gene 
| Krupa, July 1. Also set are Tommy 
| Dorsey, Ted Husing, John McManus, 
| radio editor of the new N. Y. news- 


| paper PM; John Hammond, Columbia 
Record exec who'll do a ‘Saturday 
Night in Harlem’ broadcast, one of 
Block’s regular sessions; Jimmy Dor- 
sey, Harry James, Irving Kolodin, 


Vs. Sam Fox Settled 


May Z. Kaufman’s suit against | 
Sam and Harry Fox, doing business | 
as the Sam Fox Publishing Co., was : hy . 
settled and discontinued out of the| Music ed of New York Sun; Charlie 
N. Y. federal court last week. Mrs.| Barnet. Ray McKinley and Will 
Kaufman, widow of Melville B.| Bradley. co-leaders of the Will Brad- 
Kaufman, songwriter, sought $20,000, | ley band will work together. Leon- 
claiming unpaid royalties on songs | ard Joy, Joe Higgins, Bob Stephens, 
written between 1915 and 1932. | Eli Oberstein, officials of Victor, 

A controversy over the royalties, Columbia, Decca, and U. S. Records 


had arisen in 1931, and it had been | respectively, are also to be grouped | 


settled by the defendants agreeing 0 one program. 


iy js all royalties due before Jan. | 
, 0, and all after that date, with : 
the exception of $1,250, which the Mills Folds L.A. Outpost 
defendants were permitted to de-| Mills Music Inc., has closed down 
duct. its Hollywood office temporarily and 
The suit was filed in 1936, when. transferred the manager, Bernie Pol- 
the royalties, according to the alle- | lack, back to the New York office. 
gation, still remained unpaid,| Jack Mills has also reshuffled his 
iour years after Kaufman's death,| midwest personnel. 
The defendants filed a counteraction, | traveling rep, is now manager of the 
claiming they had paid in full, and | Chicago relieving Jimmy 
had advanced $1,250 against royalties | Cairnes. 
of which only $13.99 was due. The| Art Tubin stays as Wilson's as- 
action sought $1,236.01. , sistant. 





office, 


Leonard Wilson, | 


Ella Fitzgerald is utilizing time 


| between sets and during intermis- 


sions on her current one-night tour 


to ready herself for her role in the 
expected legitimate production of 
‘Young Man With a Horn’ in New 
York this fall. Singer-leader is stag- 
ing one act playlets to accustom her- 
self to stage work and_ working in 
front of an audience. 

Band members are used in sup- 
porting roles necessary in the pieces 
she uses and no extra scenery is 
carried. Her outfit is booked for a 


| stand at the Golden Gate Exposition, 
‘ | San Francisco, later in the summer 
| 


and while there the idea may be en- 


i larged to include all essentials to 
Chase Hotel, Inc., last week filed ‘accurately produced 


| stage pieces, 


New York World's Fair's ar- | proper settings, ete. 


LAWYERS FAIL 





_ININJUNCTION 
MOVE 


Application of Herman Goldfarb, 
Mary Mirenberg and Michael Vallon, 
|attorneys against Teddy Powell and 
| Teddy Powell Orchestras, Inc., fora 
|temporary injunction to present dis- 
position of stock, was denied Wednes- 
,dzv (12) by N. Y. supreme court 
justice Lloyd Church. Trial of the 
action, which started Monday (17), 
| precluded the necessity of issuing an 
| injunction, the judge found. 
| Powell is being sued for alleged 
legal fees, $7,500 in all, and the or- 
,chestra leader has a counterclaim by 
iwhich he seeks cancellation of cer- 
'tain stock arrangements between 
himself and the attorneys. 











Orange of Tams B’k’pt 





| Henry Orange, salesman for Tams 
| Witmark Music Library, Inc., filed a 
voluntary petition of bankruptcy in 
N. Y. federal court Thursday (13), 
| listing assets of $100, and liabilities 
|of $179,629. None in show business 
lis owed, majority of debts being old, 
i'stemming from liabilities in the tex- 
tile industry. 

For the past two years, Orange 
has earned $1,950 yearly, the peti- 
tion discloses, 


MUZAK, COIN 


You've Got To Chisel’. 


MACHINES, 


the Neely Bill 


Sonny Werblin’s Rest 


Sonny Werblin, v.p. of Music Cor- 
poration of America, in its band 
dept. will be out of action for an 
indefinite period. He's taking léave 
to regain his health. 3 

Post-pneumonia siege affected his 
heart and he’s in the 5th Ave. hos- 
pital as part of the recuperation. 


SAN DIEGO 
NOT THAT FAST 


San Diego, June 18. 
Apparently geared a little too high 
for San Diego, Wayne Dailard’s Mis- 
sion Beach Theatre Ballroom is un- 
dergoing slight change of policy. 
Instead of weekly revues, Dailard 
will present one large production 
per month, starting with two-day 
engagement of ‘Rio Rita’ in July. 
New setup has Friday night set 
aside for nickel dances—10c admish 
and 5c a dance—effective June 14. 
Saturday night is ‘Community Dance 
Night,’ effective June 15, with ad- 
mish 40c. Other nights will vary 
with attractions booked in. Set for 
Thursday (20) is Phil Harris. 


JACK HARRIS DEBUT 
TO BE SOCIAL RALLY 


New Jack Harris orchestra is to 
be ‘unveiled’ by the William Morris 
agency, its handlers, at a_ special 
premier cocktail party at one of the 
New York niteries in a couple of 

















weeks. Band is currently readying 
to start rehearsals, working from 
Harris’ own arrangement library 


which he managed to bring over 
from England. Newspapermen, ho- 
tel managers, and other interested 
parties will be invited to glom the 
new crew at the preview shindig: 
Harris recently returned to the 
U. S. after some 12 years in Eng- 
land. During that time he had re- 
tained his membership in N. Y. lo- 
cal 802 of the AFM and also re- 
tained U. S. citizenship. 








Bob Chester does four weeks at 
Dancing Campus, New York World’s 
Fair opening Aug. 17. 





So Says Bernie Berle, Burning at Union Imposition 


e 
Philadelphia, June 18. 
A threat to ‘break the music situ- 
ation wide open’ was made on Satur- 


day (15) by Bernie Berle, Philly 
band leader, who last week received 
‘a five year suspension from the 
American Federation of Musicians 
and a $5,000 fine on charges that he 
shortchanged members of his band 
‘over a period of the past year. 
Berle ‘(nee Gorodetzer), member of 
a musical family, had a flourishing 
business playing for schoo] dances, 
business frolics, weddings, political 
jamborees, etc. He charged that the 
action of the union was ‘persecution.’ 

‘Every band leader is undercutting 
prices in these times, and yet they 
single me out to drive me out of 
‘business,’ Berle said. 

‘You've got to chisel on scales, 
give kickbacks, smear certain peo- 
Ple in order to live. The big book- 
ers have hogged all the choice spots. 
There's no work in theatres. The 
only thing left for musicians in this 
town are the crumbs playing at 
small affairs. 

Officials of the union indicated 
that the action against Berle was 
the opening gun in a campaign 
_ against chiseling by band leaders. 


of Penalties 


+. 





AFM. RESOLVES AGAINST CO-OP SHOWS, 
LINE FEE COSTS 


Indianapolis Convention Elects James C. Petrillo to 
Succeed Joe Weber—Endorses Roosevelt, Also 


Indianapolis, June 18. 

The American Federation of Musi- 
cians, in town last week for its 45th 
iannual convention, witnessed the re- 
'tirement of Joe Weber as president 
‘of the AFM and the unanimous elec- 
tion of James C. Petrillo of Chicago 
'to take over the reins. Weber was 
| voted president emeritus and given 
| a $20,000 yearly income for life with 
| traveling expenses to, from and dur- 
‘ing all subsequent conventions. 
|Other officers remained the same 
| with C. L. Bagley as vice-president: 
| Fred W. Birnbach, secretary; and 
'Harry E. Brenton as secretary-treas- 
urer. Oscar F. Hild of Cincinnati 
was elected to the executive board 
‘to fill the vacancy created by the 
| promotion of Petrillo. Hild defeated 
| Jack Rosenberg, head of the New 
| York local (the largest in the Fed- 
|; eration) who likewise was nomi- 
‘nated for the spot. 
| Much of the time spent in the con- 
vention hall was devoted to the 
presentation and settlement of pri- 
, vate grievances among delegates 
}from local unions. Other discus- 
| sions were more national in scope. 
| One of the first acts of the conven- 
tion was the contribution of $5,000 
| to the American Red Cross to allevi- 
| ate suffering abroad. Patriotism was 
'also in evidence during opening 
| speeches when subversive influences 
'in this country were denounced by 
| executive officrs of the union. 
| A resolution was passed forbidding 
| Federation members to play network 
‘radio programs sold commercially to 
| different local sponsors in various 
| cities covered by a network unless 
the same number of musicians, ex- 
clusive of station musicians, are em- 
| ployed and paid the local scale by 
| the radio station in each jurisdiction 
| to which said program is sold. 
| Muzak was charged with reducing 
|employment among musicians and 
| was curbed with a resolution for- 
| bidding members after July 1, 1940, 
| from making any recordings for any 
| concern, such as Muzak, which sup- 
| plies hotels, restaurants, etc., by di- 
| rect wire and recorded library serv- 
|ice with music at a lesser cost than 
| bands or orchestras. This resolution 
| was given to the incoming Executive 
| Board for consideration. 
| The Board was also given a reso- 
| (Continued on page 36) 


‘BOB MILLER IS THE 
SUCCESSOR TO MARLO 


Bob Miller has replaced George 
| Marlo as president of the contact 
‘employees union. Miller will also 
carry on as secretary and treasurer. 
Jack McCoy, of Santly-Joy-Select, 
has been named v.p., following the 
iresignation from that office of 
'Johnny White, of Remick. Frank 
' Hennigs and Lon Mooney have been 
added to the union’s executive coun- 
cil, while Sid Lorraine has been ap- 
‘pointed regional director for the 
junion in California. 

Marlo submitted his resignation 
shortly after he joined Broadcast 








DO THEY! Music, Inc., as professional manager. 

| ee ee » His move had been influenced by 
|Kaye’s ‘Want to Lead Band® | criticism from publisher members of 
Clicks in Theatre the union who pointed out that if 
Marlo were successful in his task for 


Pittsburgh, June 18. 
Although Sammy Kaye had been 
jusing his ‘So You Want To Lead a 
| Band?’ stunt at the Commodore ho- 
itel, N.Y., for some months, he hesi- 
‘tated until the last minute a week 
{ago to incorporate it into his stage 
jband act at Stanley theatre, Pitts- 
| burgh. Swing-and-sway maestro 
|was afraid it needed an intimate 





| it a whirl anyway. He did, and it 
| proved such a wow, actually result- 


| ing in increased biz, that he plans’ 


to make it the feature of his turn in 
the future. 

Paged his p.a., Dave Alber, to fly to 
| Pittsburgh from the east and draw 
| Up a campaign for theatres, in which 
| he’ll get civic leaders, etc., in various 
cities to try their hand at batoning. 
| For the Pittsburgh engagement, 
Kaye offered money prizes to the 
| finalists, who were the audience 
| choices from each day of his engage- 
ment. Reaction of cash customers 
'was terrific and thing looks like a 
'natural for the deluxers. 


room but was prevailed upon to give ' 


BMI there would be no further need 
of professional men, and likewise of 
the union. 





HE’S THE NIGHTCAP 


Tommy Dorsey Attracts Kids After 
| Their Proms Are Over 








One of the reasons ‘for Tommy 
. Dorsey’s heavy business at the Astor 
Hotel Roof, New York, the past 
couple of weeks is the number of 
school proms booked for any one of 
the Astor’s separate and private ball- 
rooms. Bands kids hire to play for 
these hops are only booked until 
about 1 a.m., which allows time for 
them to scram upstairs and pull up a 
chair under Dorsey’s trombone. 

Too, the Astor is one of the few 
spots that slap a cover charge on 
patrons remaining over from the din- 
ner session until] after 10 p.m., the 
no-cover deadline. Dorsey’s cover 
craw previous (3-8) week just shad- 
ed his last week’s (10-15) stretch. 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 


f Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Wees On Date 
Charlie Barnet....Lincoln (225; 50c-$1)......... vin wee Tae 875 4,450 
Larry Clinton*... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 6 1,525 8,200 
Del Courtney*....Park Central (375; 50c-$1)........... 6 750 4,400 
Jimmy Dorsey...Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........ 10 1,600 14,675 
Tommy Dorsey*.. Astor (900; 75c-S1).......-eeeeeeeee 4 93,425 12,175 
Sleepy Hall...... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)..........+++ 17 275 4,825 
Ray Kinney*..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........+. 5 1,475 7,150 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


On the Upbeat 


Fran Hines, former vocalist for! burgh, currently one-nighting for 
Harry James, is back singing at, seven days and goes to Cedar Point, 
WGR-WKBW, Buffalo. > next week for brief stay. 














Walter Knick and the WBNS staff Pines, Pittsburgh, has picked up 
orchestra have been set for an in- Howard Becker’s option for an ad- 
definite run at the Neil House, Co-/| ditional two weeks. 





lumbus. Replaces Harry Cincione, | 
who moves on to the Hollenden,; Al Fremont opened two-week en- 
Cleveland. gagement with options Monday (17) 


at Washington Merry-Go-Round, 


Shep Fields opened June 11 at Pittsburgh. 
Jantzen Beach, Portland, Ore., in) 
the first stand of his forthcoming 
tour. 








Henry King replaces Gus Arn- 
heim June 24 in the Peacock Court 
of Hotel Mark Hopkins, San Fran- 

Jimmy Richards orch into Willows, | cisco. 

Pittsburgh, Saturday (15) for in-| 
definite engagement, replacing Bob 
Miller outfit. 








Bill Hoffman has formed marimba 
and vibraharp combo which opened 
| at Eggert’s, Tonawanda, N. Y. 








Clyde Knight band opened lim- 
ited stay at Kennywood Park, Pitts-| Nat Lobovsky replaces Jerry Rosa 
burgh, Monday (17), with Johnny / on trombone with Jimmy Dorsey. 
Long following him in next week) 
(24) for-a fortnight. 











| Consolidated Radio Artists. 





Sammy Kaye, following week’s en- 


gagement at Stanley theatre, Pitts-| Emilio Caceres doing one nighters 





Week after Week “THE BIG 3 


Leads Every Radio List! 











No. 1—week ending June 14th 


MAKE-BELIEVE ISLAND 


Scored an all-time high performance record 
1 week ending June 14th, with 55 major performances 


published by — 
MILLER MUSIC, Inc, 


No. 1—week ending June 7th 


BLUE LOVEBIRD 


published by 
LEO FEIST, Inc. 


No. 1—week efding May 3ist 


IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD 
AND.. THE WOODPECKER SONG 


Seven consecutive weeks in FIRST PLACE 
on YOUR HIT PARADE 


both published by 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 










My Sincerest Thanks— 


to all those who made this 


unprecedented achievement 


possible. nas 
lc ; 


a ———— 4 











Eddie Durham’s new band tied to 


in the south and southwest via MCA. 
Caceres is leader of WOAI, San An- 
tonio, house band. 





‘Vince Bastien, WCCO, Minne- 
apolis, trombonist, to Gotham, visit- 


| ing his brother, Biddy, bass fiddler 
| With Gene Krupa’s gang: 
' 





‘Happy’ Felton moved out of the 
Meadowbrook Country Club, St. 
Louis, Thursday (20) for Ted 
Weems, who stays for two weeks. 





Elmer G. Muschang, former sax 
‘player with Irving Rose’s 
/added to the arranging staff of 


'KMOX, St. Louis. 





Dean Kincaid, sax-arranger, and 
Ben Glassman, sax, added to Joe 
Marsala’s small combo, enlarging it 
to 10 pieces, at Hickory House, N. Y. 





Lennie Hayton gave up his band: 
to become arranger for Jimmy Dor- 
sey. He replaces Toots Camarata. 
Dorsey now doubling from New 
York Pennsylvania hotel to Strand 
| theatre, 
| Rosa’s trombone 
Jimmy Dorsey 
Tommy Dorsey. 


spot with 


instead of with 





| Phil Sands band at Atlantic Beach 
hotel, Atlantic Beach, L. I. for the 
summer, 





Marlyn Stuart new vocalist with 
; Al Kavelin at the Essex House hotel, 
New York. 





Adrian Rollini trio contracted to 
Wm. Morris agency management. 
Group now at Piccadilly hotel, N. Y. 





Duke Ellington to do six weeks at 
| Sherman Hotel, Chicago, starting 
Sept. 6. 





Frank Sinatra, vocalist, and Chuck 
Lowry, member of the Pied Piper’s 
vocal quartet with Tommy Dorsey’s 
band, became fathers on same day, 
June 8. Dorsey band at Astor hotel, 
NX. 








Van Alexander one-nites Sunday 
(23) at Roton Point Park, South Nor- 
| walk, Conn., and Will Hudson band 
/at Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport. 





Riley’s Lake House, Saratoga 
Springs, opened for season June 16, 
with Francis Murphy’s orchestra of 
Albany as the attraction. Spot is 
managed by Gerard E. King of Sara- 
toga. 





Hughie Barrett’s orchestra, en- 
larged, has returned to Ten Eyck 
Hotel, Albany, to play for summer 
on the new Tropical Roof. Jean 
Murray is vocalist. The Three South 
Sea Islanders are also present, to 
provide continuous music from six 
p. m. to closing. 





Tommy Mack, former manager of 
Glenn Miller’s band forming an out- 
fit of his own. He’s a trombonist 
too. 





Will Bradley’s add to screwy song 
titles: ‘Beat Me Daddy Eight to the 
Bar.’: 





Jerry Arlen’s the band set for the 
Pavillion Hotel, Sharon Springs, 
N. Y., which will have dance remotes 
run into N. Y. by wire for broad- 
cast over WMCA. Starts July 3. 





Erskine Hawkins band booked to 
Coast on current one-nighter tour. 
First time out there. 





Johnny Long band into Roseland 
Ballrom, New York, July 25; for 
eight weeks. 4 


J. C. Stein in N. Y. 


J. C. Stein, prez of Music Corp. of 
America, who came to New York 
after the American Federation of 
Musicians’ national convention in 
Indianapolis last week, will remain 
east a fortnight or so. W. H. Stein, 
v.p. of MCA, who has been in N. Y. 
for some weeks, now will stay on 
indefinitely. Both are making their 
home with the Charles Millers at: 
Tarrytown, N. Y. Mrs. Miller is a! 
sister of the Steins; Miller is an of- | 
ficial of MCA. 

With departure of Miles Ingalls | 
from MCA, Billy Stein will continue 
supervising cafe and _ personality 
talent. 


JESSE STOOL TO CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 18. 
Jesse Stool in from New York to. 
take over local office of ABC Music. | 
| Teplacing Harry Reinhold, who goes | 
|to the Irving Berlin office as assist- | 
iant to Fred Kramer. 
Al Freedman, who was in the Ber- 




















| 
| lin office, goes east. | 


band, | 





Nat Dubovsky took Jerry | 
the | 





Network Plugs, § A.M. to 1 A.M. 


Following {s a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (June 10-16). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, t stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
listings. 





RAND 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
| Make-Melieve Telemed (6)... 000. ccescscscccrccccsecces S 2a » 3 
Say It (10)...*Buek Benny Rides Again............... Famous ......, 37 
Breeze and I (7). .ccccccccccccccccccssessssvcsccccce 00 MEMEEB ccc ccece . 38 
EEE SUE BE BPs 60.0086 00. 005000 06s vssceerccessoeeees ae 30 
I Nyon 6 ca cies 6s awiadadknlea oeeoe. 00> we sas o''06-0:0 6 . a 
Where Was I? (11)...*’Til We Meet Again...... eee 28 
Yours Is My Heart Alone (7)...*Land of Smiles....... Harms ....... — 22 
You're Lonely and I’m Lonely (5)...;La. Purchase..., Berlin ......., 28 
It's a Wonderful World (9)........c.sesccccccevees --- Robbins ...... » 27 
re ee. a mena neniseeeeeee » Witmark ...... 27 
Blue Lovebird (5)...*Lillian Russell.........ccccccces MN arses 65-001 26 
FCan's EVE SO BAe BOOP OID gos ccc scale vce veccsase cs Olman ....... 26 
How Can I Ever Be Alone? (3)...+American Jubilee...Chappell ...... 24 
My! My! (11)...*Buck Benny Rides Again.......... <6 REOES osccccs 24 
WOOO OOGMOY MOR CIO ee 5606s 6.45 $e Vesined Ceergeceees cre 23 
Meet the Sun Half Way (6)...*If I Had My Way...... EEE s5.5:0:0 69:90 21 
Hear My Song, Violetta (4)...........:-eeeeeeeeeeeee .Crawford ...., 21 
ee en toh 6b boo 08 8 eee eK eO OTE RODIFO occcccs 21 
Where Do I Go from You? (9)...........seeeeeeeeees o MEBTORE once cece 20 
Danny Boy (9).......scecccscccesccerscrcseesscccccs - American ..... 19 
You Can’t Brush Me Off (3)...tLouisiana Purchase.... Berlin ........ 19 
Se PN Tt CME. CIB )ioic cc 500000 ce eeeeseensces | Ae 13 
De ions skins cadena ees ecseeseees eee . 
Too Romantic (16)...*Road to Singapore............. . Paramount ,.., 14 
Og BE EE eee icri eee . a 
Madame ES DORKS - (1). oi. ccc ccccscsaeess eh in eennecean DON kaisccaes s #8 
With the Wind and the Rain in Your Hair (18)....... . Paramount .... 13 
1 NE ES EE ee ere reer eT eT re - Regent ........ 12 
Cantio GF Trees (52)... TIPODRE. 6 oc cee cvecsceccon ecw ews » B 
I Love You Much Too Much (4)............eseeeeeeee Leeds .....000 12 
Bie). PU 0 PON CID 6 655 6:5: 0:4 0 6:0: 005s 00 os'0 oe 89 o 9602608 CE 12 
Playmates (12)...... etbbeeeo5 50s 00255) 6h +s ERD cRLa Santly ....... . 12 
Haven't Time Be a Millionaire (4)...*If I Had My Way. Santly ........ 11 
DORE PPE CO cigs cccGinscecsed oveescbesees ous ene ME pharsiesiaie eos 1t 
WOATHEEE GE YOU (2)... cccisccescccccccncssecvccosoces oo PRINOUS. 6iccecs lt 
Mister Meadowlark (1)......... ahiedees sg ve one 6 OOO" Mercer .....00. 10 
Tennessee Fish Fry (5)...¢American Jubilee.......... 6) | a 10 








Kapp’s Coast Sojourn 

Jack Kapp, prez of Detca, makes 
his annual summer trip to Holly- 
wood next week, this time for only 


FABIAN ANDREA’S 
NERVES CRACK UP 


Milwaukee, June 18. Supervises Coast operations, 

Fabian Andrea, whose new band | cording etc. 
was recently a click at the Pump 
room of the Ambassador hotel in 
Chicago, has suffered a breakdown | 
and been told by doctors that unless | 
he dropped everything immediately | 
he wouldn’t live a year. He is now | 
at Sturgeon Bay in this state for a! 
complete and indefinite rest. 

His orchestra remains intact, save 
for its erstwhile conductor, and is | 
now known as Disciples of Rhythm. 
Andrea at one time was chief ar- 
ranger for Horace Heidt. 


Band Bookings 





re- 














The One and Only 


JIMMIE 
LUNCEFORD 


And HIS ORCHESTRA 
Currently 


FIESTA DANCETERIA 
NEW YORK 


e 
Mgt. HAROLD OXLEY 
17 East 49th St.. New York 

















| 
Louls Prima, June 28, week, een 
Park, Coney Island, New York. | 
Sammy Kaye, July 12, week, Bev- | 
erly Hills C. C., Newport, Ky. | 
Jack Spratt, June 26, Netherland | 
Plaza, Cincinnatl; 27, Ideal Beach, 
Monticello, Ind. 
Glenn Miller, June 28, Monticello, 


Ind.; 29, South Bend, Ind.; 30, Wau- 
kegan, I1l.; July 1, Olwein, Ia.; 2, 
Lincoln, Neb.; 8, Omaha, Neb.; 4, 
Des Moines, Ia.; 19-25, Chicago thea- 
tre, Chicago. 


Ella Fitzgerald, June 22, Dallas, 
Tex.; 24, Henderson, Tex.; 23, Little 
Rock, Ark. 

Erskine Hawkins, June 22, Charles- 
ton, W. Va.; 24, Mt. Hope, W. Va.; 
25, Richmond, Va.; 26, Norfolk, Va.; 
“4 es S$. C.; 28, Burlington, 

Al Donahue, June 27, Riverside 
Stadium, Washington, D. C.; July 6, 
Ocean Pier, Wildwood, N. J.; July 13, 
week, Steel Pier Atlantie City. 

Lou Breese, Aug. 3-4, Stratford 
theatre, Chicago. 

Ben Pollack, June 25, indef., Tune- 
Town B,, St. Louis. 

Glenn Miller. Aug 10, Celeron Park, 
Celeron, N. Y.; Aug 19, Fernbrook 
Park, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; Sept. 13, 
week, Hipp theatre, Baltimore. 

Johnny Long, July 25, eight weeks, 
Roseland B., New York. 

Woody Herman, July 21, week, 
Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. 

Claude Hopkins, June 22, Armory, 








——__- | 








Personal Management: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 











Gon Cant-ttit 


GALE, Inc., Presents 

















Creator of 
agUb ¢wale) 
ALCL (@nmre@) 














North Adams, Mass.; 23, Caroga VOCALS BY 
Lake, N. ¥. S|] Faaturlg NOT ORES-BROWN 














It’s Swing—lIt’s Hot—It’s Sweet 


ILL BARD 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
“Music For Your Moods” 


The Most Entertaining Orchestra In America 


Currently ORIENTAL THEATRE, Chicago 








Management: GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
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~~ Inside Stuff—Music 


In the tradition of Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, Howard Dietz and 
Arthur Schwartz, Corey Ford and other distinguished Columbia University 
glumni who, while still undergraduates attracted attention in the theatre, 
the $720 fellowship awarded Lee Wainer, composer, and I, A. L. Diamond, 
librettist, by the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers. 
probably will influence the careers of the two. The prize money is one of 
ASCAP’s eight regional awards. 

Wainer and Diamond won theirs for writing ‘Life Begins in '40,’ the 46th 
annual varsity show at Columbia, produced in April. Wainer, who attends 
Columbia's Teachers College, and Diarnond, senior and editor of the Co- 
Jumbia Daily Spectator, have already had songs published commercially 
by Mills. Latter plans supplementary journalism courses at Col, 








Bob Christenberry, v.p. and managing director of the Hotel Astor, N. Y.. 
states that if he were in town over this past weekend he'd have repeated 
a stunt that the picture people used to employ at Radio City Music Hall. 
Jn order to force a holdover, when falling a few hundred dollars short of 


Similarly, Tommy Dorsey 


| 


GEORGE SIMON WITHDRAWS 


Takes Melrese Catalog Out ef Mer- 
eer & Merris Firm 








‘ 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, head 
of Mercer & Morris, and George 
Simon, general manager of the firm, 
have agreed to split. In withdraw- 
ing from M. & M., Simon will take 
along the Melrose catalog. 

; Simon has arranged to buy back 
| Morris’ stock in Melrose. 








| 


TABOO WPA 


the control figure, they used to send droves of cappers to the boxoffice to | 
buy up sufficient stubs to go over the top. | 
Jacked 17 covers to exceed his previous week's gross at the Hotel Astor | 


Roof and, Christenberry states, that for the prestige value alone he'd have 
invested $30 or $40 himself to make sure Dorsey eclipsed himself. 

Incidentally, despite a desire to set back the Hal Kemp booking, that 
band must be played July 17, easing Dorsey out, although the Astor wanted 
tc keep him all summer. 





Availability committee of the American Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers has overruled the protests made by Bregman, Vocco & Conn 
and Ager, Yellen & Bornstein against the frequent clippings given their 
ratings and the way is now open’for the two firms to take their grievances 
to the publishers’ appeals board. Latter will be convened this week to 
Jisten to the appeals of the twosome. 

The protest to the availability was necessary on technical grounds. 
Bregman-Vocco-Conn, in particular, wanted to take ils case direct to the 
ASCAP directorate but was informed that it would have to go through the 
regular procedure of protesting to the availability committee, which had 
done the slashing, and after that take the issue up with the appeals board. 





Current song click, ‘Hear My Song, Violetta,” was a European hit 10 
or 12 years ago. 
adapted by Danish writers Othmar Klose and Rudolph Lukesch. American 
words and lyrics are by Buddy Bernier and Bob Emmerich. 

Crawford Music, which publishes in New York, obtained rights in 1938 


from Verdi's heirs. At first there was a great deal of objection to the) 


“American version but it has since been okayed.- Crawford allowed the 
tune to lie dormant since acquiring the U. S. rights and it wasn’t until sev- 
eral months ago that they started to push it along. ‘Violetta’ in the title 
is based on the name of the opera's heroine. 





Frankly taking the bull by the horns, Julius Haber, head of RCA Mfg. Co. 
press division, is soliciting newspapers, columnists, et al., with ‘guest’ col- 
umns by Victor recording artists. Thus, Hal Kemp, Glenn Miller, King 
Sisters, Gray Gordon, Tommy Dorsey, Dick Todd, Duke Ellington, Bea 
Wain, Xavier Cugat, Larry Clinton and Dinah Shore already have ‘pre- 
pared’ boilerplate byline columns for summer filler purposes, when news- 
men thus fill up their space while on vacation. Haber has devised an 
elastic column idea to conform to sundry requirements, Photographic | 
material, gratis, is also offered to go with the columns. 


The $20,000 music library of the late Ossip Gabrilowitsch, former con- | 
ductor of the Detroit Symphony orchestra, has been turned over to three | 
beneficiaries under the terms of his will by his widow. Sharing in the. 
library is the Detroit orchestra, the New York Publie Library and the 
American Friends for the Palestine Conservatory of Music in Tel Aviv. 








Keeping only her husband's own compositions, Mrs. Gabrilowitsch, daugh- ; 
ier of Mark Twain, sent to Steinway Hall, office of the Palestine Conserva- | 


tory, five trunks of music comprising more than 2,000 works and 100 
volumes which, it was pointed out, will be a valuable aid to student work. 





Max Dreyfus, owner of Chappell, T. B. Harms and Crawford Music, as- 


sured Bob Miller, president of the contact employees’ union, on Monday | 


(17) that there was no foundation whatever to the report that he (Dreyfus) 
had asked his professional staff to accept salary cuts that would have them 
#1] working at $25. What worried the union was that the purported move 


might be another way of cleaning house and averting compliance with | 


the clause in the union agreement which provides for a graduating scale 
cf dismissal notice. 





While the sheet music business as a whole has been away off for the 


= several weeks, the sales overturn of songs in the racks put out by the | 
nternational Circulation Co. has held up nicely, There are 1,400 such racks 
distributed throughout the country. The ICC figures on adding from 1,200 | 


to 1,400 more racks during August-September, 





Universal Pictures has bought the title and musical rights to ‘Nobody's | 


Sweetheart’ and ‘Margie’ from Mills Music, Inc. Makes the sixth such right 
that the film company has bought this season from the Mills firm. 


It's based on an aria in Verdi's opera, ‘La Traviata,’ | 


| 
! 
' 


—— -— 


| New York Local 802 of the Amer- 

ican Federation of Musicians last 
' week asked Shapiro-Bernstein, pub- 
|lishers of the tune ‘WPA,’ to remove 
the song from circulation because its 
lvrics were, in a nutshell, ‘offensive 
'to people who can’t defend them- 
| selves.’ In addition to the request 
ito its publishers, the local sent let- 
(ters to the various recording com- 
| panies asking them not to record the 
/number and if it had been not to 
lissue anymore copies for sale. 
| Broadcast networks had previously 
{banned it from use on the air. 

Jan Savitt, Mills Bros.-Louis Arm- 
strong, Skeets Tolbert, for Decca, 
‘and Glenn Miller for Victor had 
made records of the tune. None 
| were cut by Varsity or Columbia. 
‘Understood the latter company had 
_asked to be allowed to have new 
lyrics written for it so it could be 
used, which was okay to Shapiro so 
|long as Columbia assumed the cost 
|of the new lyrics and that they were 
approved by the former. Jesse 
Stone is listed as the writer of both 
‘music and lyrics. 

Networks put the ban on another 
tune last week, but accepted it after 
the objectionable parts of the lyric 
were rewritten. Tune was ‘Six Les- 
sons From Madame LaZonga,’ pub- 
lished by Bregman-Vocco-Conn and 
featured and popularized by Jimmy 
Dorsey's band. Jimmy Monaco and 
Charles Newhall wrote it. 


William Marshall Sues 


| William Marshall, band leader, 
last week brought a breach of con- 
tract suit against Frank Dailey and 
M. Harold Higgins, operators of the 
; Meadowbrook Country Club, Cedar 
| Grove, N. J., nitery, in the N. Y. su- 


preme court. The action seeks dam- 
ages of $85,000. 

Marshall in his complaint claims 
that when Dailey retired from the 
band business to run the nightclub 
he made a deal to take over Dailey’s 
|'orchestra and to use the spot as a 
| base of operations since it had 10 
network pickups a week. The price 
named, according to Marshall, was 
$5,000. 

After a while, states the com- 
plaint, Marshall was induced by 
Dailey to take another engagement, 
and when no further dates were 
| available he (Marshall) was forced 
| to disband the unit. 








' 


UNION, WEBS 


Victor Urges Appeals Court to Make 
No Changes in Leibell Disc Decison 


* 





Nebraska Votes Aid 


Lincoln, June 18. 
Nebraska Broadcasters Association 
in a meeting last week voted to help 
finance the appeal from a Federal 
eourt decision which invalidated the 
local anti-ASCAP statute several 


months ago. Meeting also elected 
new officers. 

They are W. I. LeBarron, KGNF, 
North LaPlatte, president; L.L. Hil- 
liard, KGKY, Scottsbluff, v.p.; Art 
Thomas, WJAG, Norfolk, secreiary- 
treasurer, and J. J. Gillin. WOW, and 
Vernon Smith, KOWH, Omaha, di- 
rectors. 


REFUGEE TEST 
SUIT VS. ASCAP 


Morris W. Primoff applied to the 
N. Y. supreme court Thursday (13) 
for a summary jucgment against 
Gene Buck, as president of the 
American Society of Authors and 
Composers, and STAGMA, Austrian 
branch of ASCAP. Suit seeks the 
recovery of $754, due on a judge- 
ment of $989. Primoff claims that 
STAGMA owes him that amount of 
money, and that ASCAP owes 
STAGMA $16,293 as rovalties due 
the Austrian Society. ASCAP re- 
fuses to recognize the plaintiff's right 














to collect from it, and on Jan. 
26, 1940, Primoff received permission 
from the supreme court to sue 
ASCAP. 


The Primoff case is one of a series 
of test suits brought by refugee 
members of what had been the Aus- | 
trian performing rights society to} 





— 


Afier listening to argumenis last- 
ing over two hours, the circuit court 


| of appeals in N. Y., consisting of 


Judges Learned Hand, Robert F. Fat- 
terson and Charles E. Clark, reserved 
decision on three cross-appeals in the 
Pau] Whiteman, RCA Manufacturing 
Co., W. B. O. Broadcasting Co. Gis- 
putes. The appeal is from injunctive 
relief against W. P. O., operator cf 
WNEW in New York, granted ty 
federal judge Vincent L. Leibell 
July 25, 1939. 


David Mackay, speaking for RCA 
Manufacturing Co., the plaintiff in 
the federal court action, and nomina) 
winner of the unique decision of 
Judge Leibell, declared that for the 
most part he was satisfied with the 
lower court’s decision, which held 
that RCA had exclusive copyrights 


'on its records and that the broaadcast- 


ing of these records by a radio sta- 
tion without permission constituied 
unfair competition. He did argue. 
however, that Judge Leibei] had 
erred slightly in a couple of pceints. 
The judge had found that RCA had 


contributed technical and scientific 


services toward the making of the 
records, and RCA felt that it had not 
only contributed this, but artistic and 
intellectual services as we!!. Mac- 
kay outlined the suit briefiy for the 
court, pointing out that the original 
action had been brought by White- 
man, dropped by the orchestra lead- 
er, and RCA had then sued W.B.O., 
Elin Inc., sponsor of the broadcasts 
of Whiteman’s records, and White- 
man himself. The orchestra leader 
had claimed rights in the records, #s- 
serting as the performing artist, he 
had the right to license the use of 
these records to broadcasting com- 
panies, 


The lower court had found that 


| there were three contracts involved, 


the first two of which had assigned 


all rights in the recordings to RCA, 


and the last had reserved for White- 
man certain rights of license, under 
common-law statutes. In this case 





garnishee funds that may be held in| RCA’s attorney argued that White- 
escrow in this country for the latter |™an had dropped his original case 
organization, which was liquidated | 484inst Elin and W.B.O. and had not 
by the Nazi government in 1938. | Tequested any relief against the de- 
Primoff, like the others, claims that | fendants, but had been granted an in- 
a substantial sum was due him from | Junction by Judge Leibell, despite 
the revenue on hand in the Society the fact that he had not asked for it, 





when the Nazis took over. 


TUXEDO JUNCTIONS = 
HOMECOMING FETE. 








Birmingham, June 18. 


Tuxedo Junction, Negro gathering | 
place here made famous by Erskine | 
Hawkins in the song of that name, | 
plans big doings July 4. Martel | 
Brett, local promoter, has booked | 
Hawkins and his band for an all- | 
Negro dance at the Municipal audi- 
torium. 

Negroes, in the vicinity of Tuxedo | 
Junction have designated it ‘Home- | 
coming Day’ and will stage a parade | 
and barbecue at a park adjacent to | 
the famous crossing in honor of | 
Hawkins and his musicians. The | 
song, of course, will be the theme | 


song for the event. | 








To disturb the main decision would 
be to allow persons to recreate an 
achievement to the detriment of the 
person who has originated it, the 
court was told, Several cases to back 
the decision were cited, such as the 
Fonotipia record case against Victor 
in 1909, the laws covering the Grame 
aphone case in England, and the Moe 
tion Picture Copyright laws of 1912. 

Judges Astounded 


The judges were apparently 


| astounded at the magnitude of the 


issues, as in the beginning, the pre- 
siding justice, Learned Hand, had 
objected to the eight briefs submitted, 
averaging 70 pages to a brief, but he 
later stated to Mackay, ‘This is a 
most extraordinary point that you 
are raising,’ referring to the main 
issue, Justice Patterson also inquired 


| if Mackay meant that he might not 


purchase records from a retailer snd 

then play them in a_ courtroom, 

charging admission to those who de- 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Night Club Reviews 








Earl Carroll’s, H’wood 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Bert Wheeler, Hank Ladd, Fran- 
cetta Malloy, Bill Brady, Frakson, ' 
Robert Williams and Red Dust, Bob 
Bromley, Miller and Reading, Slate 
Bros. with Fay Carroll, Sterner Sis- | 
ters, Lolita and Ardo, Jean Tighe,’ 
Francis and Grey, Manny Strand | 
and Eduardo Aguilar Orchs; $2.50) 
minimum with dinner, $1 without | 
dinner. 








Accent is on comedy in Earl Car- | 
roll’s second edition’ of ‘World of| 
Pleasure.’ That it is a happy for- | 
mula in these strained times was) 
amply evidenced by the mood of the | 
first nighters, who seemed to let! 
themselves go and beg for more of 
the antics of Bert Wheeler, the Slate 
Bros. and the other lighter moments 
of the extravaganza. In toto, how- 
ever, it’s still a typical Carroll show 
and not everything is sacrificed for 
the antics of the zanies. There still 
is the chorus of Carroll beauts, 
smartly costumed and well drilled, 
and a couple of new production 
numbers, the like of which can only 
be seen locally at this Sunset boule- 
vard spot. No other night club here- 
abouts has even approximated the 
beauty and magnitude of these ex- 
hibits. 

Wheeler has featured billing, and 
with Hank Ladd as stooge, gets across 
his patter and dead-pannish non- 
sense with minimum of effort and 
maximum of result. It brought back 
the nostalgic days of big time vaude 
to the oldtimers around when he) 
walked onto the stage nibbling an 
apple and later when he spun a yarn- 
while nibbling on a sandwich. It’s 
still surefire and Wheeler has lost| 
none of his puckish mannerisms. | 
His turn is enhanced by the inter- 
ruptions of Ladd, who makes him the 
sucker for his quips, thereby creat- 
ing sympathy for the ‘much-abused’ 
Wheeler. Another good foil is 
Francetta Malloy, who helps abuse 
the former. 

By now thoroughly in the mood, 
the payees are taken for a rowdy 
ride by the Slate Bros., past masters 
in the art of body contact. First act 
is just 2 warmup for them and at the 
second curtain life they really jostle 
into stride. Strip tease bit is a wow, 
climaxed by tossing a lifelike-ap- 
pearing dummy among the sitters 
aftec an hilarious setto with the real 
article. 

More sedately humorous are Bob 
Bromley with his puppets, Robert 
Williams and his trained canine, Red 
Dust, and Frakson, the magician, 
who still picks lighted cigaretets out 
of the air and makes a table model 
radio set disappear while playing. 
Miller and Reading have a daffy 
tumbling act. 

Vocal contingent is headed by Bill 
Brady, holdover from the first edi- 
tion, whose pipes are strong and 
clear. Jean Tighe and Fay Carroll 
appeal more to the eye than the ear. 
In the terp corps are Lolita and 
Ardo, Francis and Grey and the 
Sterner Sisters. Manny Strand 
batons the production and shares the 
dance spot with Eduardo Aguilar’s 
rhumba crew. 

Show runs nearly three hours in 
its two parts and moves briskly. 
Ensembles are credited to Larry 
Ceballos and Dave Bennett. Cos- 
tumes and scenery are by Jean 
LeSeyeux, and music is by Dorcas 
Cochran and Charles Rossoff. 

Carroll’s is still the best nitery buy 





hereabouts and this. edition is 
grooved for the summer tourist 
trade. Helm. 


EL CHICO, N. Y. 


Julita Suarez, Antonio Escudero, 
Aurelia Celinda, Belen Ortega, Los 
Aztecas (2), Maria Morales, Aldo 
Crioyo, Mercedes and Juan Reyes, 
Don Albertos Orch (6); $1.50 and $2 


minimum, 








The Spanish war and El Chico in 
Greenwich Village may be as remote 
in spirit as they are geographically, 
but there’s no question that the 
Franco peace abroad has readjusted 
things for Spanish artists the world 
over. It’s recalled many to their 
homeland; it’s made possible freer 
travel for the others. So much so 
that impresarios as enterprising as 
Benito Collada, who runs the Chico, 
now audition artists by shortwave 
from the powerful Madrid station. 

That’s how he got Julita Suarez, 
this songstress coming to attention 
from a Madrid agency and actually 
auditioned over the air by Collada. 
Antonio Escudero, son of the famed 
Vicente, is another first-timer in 
America. 

This new show, in toto, is not only 
one of the most ambitious of its kind 
for an intime boite like El Chico, 
but easily Collada’s best assortment 
of Spanish talent. Quite a few new 
faces have gone into important com- 

pany from this Village nitery, in- 
cluding the Rainbow Room, Havana- 
Madrid, La Conga and to the Latin- 
Americas. 

Show is cannily paced and show- | 


routines. Los Aztecas (2) are con- 


ventional Mexican-sombreroed, gui- 


tar-strumming rancheros singing na- 


tive ballads in which Belen Ortega 
later joins. sa C 
|product with an ingratiating voice, 
featuring 
| melodies of yesteryear. 
linda is a classical dancer, with em- 


She, too, is a Mexican 


traditional Mayan 
Aurelia Cel- 


odd, 


phasis on the castenet routines, por- 
traying the native flamenco style and 
later joining Escudero in doubles. 

Young Fscucdero is a young terper 
with a Princeton crew style haircut 
and an unsmiling counienance. He 
should relax, but his lack of ease 
was due, at this catching, to the gen- 
eral newness of America, according 
to El Chico attaches. No gainsaying 
his terpsichorean skill, which reflects 
that of his father, w.k. in the States. 
Escudero pere is back in Madrid, at 
the head of a leading dancing acad- 
emy there. ; 

Julita Suarez is a very fetching 
songstress, with a striking wardrobe 
and an uncertain waistline. She isn't 
ample in the old-school operatic 
sense, being by no means buxom, but 
it’s noticeable only in that she’d be a 
topflight s.a. prima donna if she got 
her weight under better control. 
There’s no disputing her vocal ar- 
tistry and arresting style of songa- 
loging. 

More or less hors d’ouvres are Mer- 
cedes and Juan Reyes, ballroom in- 
structors, who plug the waits nicely 
at the 9:30-10 period, and Aldo Cri- 
oyo. Latter is likely to become a bit 
of pash favorite overnight. He’s one 
of those youths with a gifted per- 
sonality, in glorified Argentine 
gaucho cosiume, who warbles tango 
ballads in a style that would wow 
’em in the snootier uptown boites. 
Wisely unassuming in mien, his 
Latin serenades, working intimately 
from table to table, and later in front 
of the Don Albertos band, make him 
no small asset. He’s of the screen- 
test type which, coupled with the vo- 
calizing, should focus attention on 


him. 

Albertos band is back vice Hugo 
Mariani. Albertos has been a fixture 
here before, more or less, and not 
only plays a good native and U. S. 
dance set, mixing up the boleros, 
tangos, congarhumbas with the fox- 
trots, but also paces the proceedings 
nicely as general conferencier. 

Abel. 


PANTHER ROOM, CHI 


(HOTEL SHERMAN) 
Chicago, June 13. 

Jan Savitt Orch (16), Allen De- 
Witt, Bon-Bon, Jean Blanche, Jitter- 
bugs (8), Karl Marx, Betty Barrett. 

Firmly established as the swing 
spot of the city, this basement room 
of the Hotel Sherman is an oasis of 
smash business in a city otherwise 
pretty. sluggish. 

Savitt has no competition in the 
swing line in Chicago at present. 
That it is he who is the lure is seen 
from the mob of customers who 
stand up against the bandstand and 
watch the orchestra and the maestro 
instead of shagging. Especially is 
this so during the broadcasts, when 
half the dancers are not terping— 
they’re watching a concert. When 
caught the floor was so jammed 
dancing was only a rumor. 

Savitt is a good showman and has 
a well-founded swing aggregation. 
He handles himself and the audience 
smartly, works with plenty of Sto- 
kowski mannerisms in directing the 
band—lots of movements of hands, 
shoulders and body. He doesn’t use 
a baton. 

Band itself is among the top- 
notchers in swing and Savitt’s ar- 
rangers have worked out some in- 
teresting sessions. Band has a dis- 
tinctive, brassy style based firmly on 
thythms. 

The colored Bon-Bon, with the or- 
chestra, is a vocal asset. He makes 
a strong appearance and comes Over 
the loudspeaker with solid effective- 
ness On his tonal quality, phrasing 
and splendid diction. Straight ro- 

(Continued on page 44) 





Nitery Followup 











Cafe Pierre, N. Y., in the Hotel 
Pierre, was formerly the ladies’ 
lounge and powder room, which 
ives an idea how elaborately the 
emmes are taken care off in class 
hostelries which have large capaci- 
ties. It’s a long room, right off 5th 
avenue and 6lst, and is the Pierre’s 
answer to an ‘intimate’ environment. 


Felix (Fefe) Ferry, who operates 
the Monte Carlo, now runs this 
cocktailery-supper club. It starts 


with a fashionable cocktail dansant 
at a $1.50 minimum, and at supper 
there’s a $2.50 minimum when Carol 
Bruce, songstress out of ‘Louisiana 
Purchase,’ doubles into this spot. 
She sells her songs in excellent 
Style. Eddie Oliver’s sprightly dance 
Septet officiates. Ip between, the 
dining session is sans music, 











———_ 


Hotel St. Moritz Roof (N. Y.) is 


, just closed in the Theatre Guild's 
\*Fifth Column,’ is an able mime, 
‘long seasoned on both sides of the 
' Atlantic, and gets over in extraordi- 
nary fashion with his pseudo- 
Frenchiness. ‘Oh Johnny’ in French; 
a takeoff on Chevalier’s ‘Valentina’; 
a hokum toreador number and his 
surefire ‘Wooden Soldiers’ are among 
the highlights. Dance team, Gonzalo 
and Christine, she a blonde looker 
and he a strong vis-a-vis, do their 
terps efficiently. Highlight is his 
amazing lifts and supports, more 
gymnastic than terpsichorean. Eddie 
Varzos band, holding over, errs in 
the maestro hogging the spot too 
much with his entra’acte violin solos. 
The ‘Turkish Street Song’ is okay 
concert stuff but stalls the beginning. 
His combo comprises himself baton- 
violining, his brother, Dan, at the 
ivories, accordion, trumpet, drums 
and another fiddle. Marcella Hen- 
dricks is a comely blonde up front 
vocalizing. 





Courtney Club in the Hecksher ; 
Bldg. on 5th avenue and 57th, named | 
after the 15th century Bishop Court- 
ney, famed as a gourmet, is in line 
with the summer trend to sky-high 
eateries, roof gardens, the Penthouse 
Club on Central Park West, et al. 
In fact, the talent from the Pent- 
house, Paul Taubman at the piano 
and portable organ, and Eli Spivak 
with his sentimental ballads to self- 
guitar accomp, has been transplanted 
intact. Spivak has been around 
the class eateries and _ niteries, 
chiefly in and out of Russe getup. 
He’s wise to work in dinner coat 
now, needing no characteristic cos- 
tuming even for his oh-chi-chornis; 
besides which the vodka aura is not 
so popular with the U. S. public 
these days. There’s somes wrong 
with the Tin Pan Alley ballad pops 
as he warbles ’em. Taubman, like- 
wise, is appropriately smooth and 
soothing with his keyboard special- 
ties. The Courtney, like the Rain- 
bow Room, is a membership lunch- 
eon club, but opens to the public 





from cocktail sessions on. No dance 
music; average dinner laaaaee ¢ . 
bel. 





AFM vs. CO-OPS 


Continued from page 33 
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lution aimed at the owners of coin- 
operated machines. The resolutions | 
called for all members to discontinue | 
the making of all phonograph record- | 
ings and electrical transcriptions | 
within 90 days from the date of the! 
adjournment of the Convention and | 
that members of the Federation not | 
be permitted to make these phono- | 
graph records or transcriptions until | 
an understanding is reached with all 
the recording companies, recording | 
pressing companies, distributors and | 
music box operators’ associations re- | 
garding the use of the recordings 
and transcriptions. 


Favors Neely Bill . 
Politics came in for its share of 
attention when a was 


adopted urging President Rooseveli 
to accept the Presidency for a third | 


term. The Convention also went on) 
record as favoring the Neely Bill to 
eliminate blockbooking practices in | 
the motion picture industry and sent | 
its endorsement of the bill to Sena- | 
tor Neely. The Convention also went | 
on record as being opposed to any | 
attempts to either repeal or drastic- | 
ally amend the Wage and Hour Law. | 

Radio broadcasting was further af- | 
fected when a resolution was passed | 
forbidding any leader employed} 
on an engagement to directly or in- | 
directly pay line charges or any | 
other charges in connection with | 
broadcasting. The Executive Board | 
was empowered to modify the reso- | 


resolution 


lution insofar as line charges of | 
name bands playing commercial | 
sponsored engagements are con-! 


cerned where line charges are paid 
in order to make it possible for them | 
to play other engagements in other | 
cities than the basic originating point 
of the commercial program. 


The Convention turned in a favor- | 





able verdict on the report of its 
| President regarding price scales for | 
| recording. The following scale was} 
| set: For each 15 minutes (or less) | 
recorded music, to be on one side of 
a disc, with or without commercial 
continuity or announcements, the | 
rehearsing and recording of which | 
does not exceed one hour, per man, 
$18. If 15 minutes of recordings is 
finished and additional recording is | 
made, then for each 5 minutes or | 
less of recorded music, per man ex- | 
tra, $6. For each such extra 5 min- | 
utes of recorded music, 20 minutes 
may be used for recording and -re- 
hearsal. Leader, double price. These | 
rules do not apply to recordings 
made for local and non-commercial 
purposes. They do not apply to 
auditions. All such services come! 
under local autonomy. Overtime in| 
rehearsals only, for each 15 minutes | 
or less, per man, $3. For recordings 
by symphony orchestras the Board | 
stipulated the prices and regulations | 


| playing time must not exceed 20 
| minutes, per man, $7. 


,; such half year and that during every 


COLLEGE RHYTHM | 


The 12th and final of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes 
as regards dance music and dance bands. 

The writers, staff members of publications atetheir respective schools, 
have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as a 
whele rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Variety given fur- 
ther instructions as to what was to be said or how. These articles appear as 
the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions being 
their own. 

Variety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross- 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands, with 
the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the 
college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the 
trade, This series was originated by Variety in 1935, 


VANDERBILT 
By Scott George, ’40 


(Editor, Vanderbilt ‘Masquerader’) 


Nashville, Tenn., June 138. 

Vanderbilt is a conservative school, and it never succumbed entirely to 
swing, even when the swingtide was at its height. There has always been 
a corner. back by the band where the rug-cutters held forth, but it has 
now got pretty shrunken, and the majority of the students dance on 
pretty sedately, undisturbed by the antics of the Vanishing Americans 
over in the left field. The hepcats and the hepcats’ bands have scratched 
out their own graves at Vanderbilt. It’s hard to express a student body’s 
likes and dislikes, but the preference is definitely not swing. We like a 
band that knows its music down to the ground and can play sweet or 
swing as the occasion demands. 

This is not meant to indicate that good swing is completely out here... 
but only occasionally, and for listening only, not dancing. An example is 
Tommy Dorsey’s version of ‘Hawaiian War Chant.’ Nobody tried to dance, 
but there was some happy listening going on. 

Vanderbilt, as a whole, has two criticisms to make of name bands that 
play for our dances. The first is too much swing for‘dancing. We don’t 
want every other piece to be a heated blast that fairly sweeps us off our 
feet. Maybe it’s just that we're too lazy to move that fast so often—the 
Southern temperament. The other is the length of time between selec- 
tions. When you dance with a lot of breaking, that way so abhorred by 
all Northerners, you want your music in a steady stream, with no five- 
minute intermissions between pieces. Most bands don't seem to under- 
stand this. They give us time to look up a partner for the next time, 
when we've already got her, and are praying for one of two eventualities 
—more music to dance with her, or more music to give seme sucker an 
opportunity to take this goon off our hands. 

Francis Craig, Local Institution 

The dances come fast and furious at Vanderbilt, three or four every 
week except during exams. Of course, locals usually play, and preeminent 
among them is Francis Craig. He is somewhat of a local institution, and 
his smooth, mellow music hits the spot with us. For sheer danceability 
and good straight music, Craig is as popular as any visiting band we've 
had. 

The big dances of the year are the Junior and Senicr proms, and for 
these, out-of-town bands come in. The most popular series of the last 
few years was the Junior prom, starring Tommy Dorsey. After him, Will 
Osborne was anti-climactic, and his ‘slide-music’ was pretty sticky. So 
far this year, Hal Kemp went over well, with the Three Smoothies being 
particularly popular. [Smoothies have since left Kemp.] Dick Jurgens 
has been contracted for the final dances, and we're hoping for the best. 

Nashville is unfortunately located for getting in on the regular swing 
of orchestras playing out in town, and there’s no real place for them to play. 
For those who like their music with a little dark meat on the side, there 
is a special white section out at the Cotton Club, down Cedar street way. 
They’ve had Basie, Lunceford, Armstrong and other good colored bands. 
The Stork Club has recently begun getting good bands, starting off with 
Jack Teagarden. Vanderbilt boys and gals form a goodly percentage of 





| the audience, and react enthusiastically. 


Records and Radio 
Our only acquaintance with the majority of orchestras, however, comes 
from the radio and records, especially records. Every frat house has a 


| Stack of discs from ’way back, used for tea dances, to entertain that date 


when you're broke, and just to listen to. A year ago Dorsey records were 
on top of every stack; now it’s Glenn Miller. The few faithful who liked 
Miller this time last year are now joyously saying, ‘we told you’. All the 
old Shaw worshippers are now hanging on Miller’s bandwagon. When he’s 
sweet or swing, Miller is nearest and dearest to our hearts. Shaw’s new 
band has failed to connect. Those who love him hark back to ‘Begin 
the Beguine,’ and still play it. Tommy Dorsey, although he has lost ground 
with Vanderbilt since last year, is stili right up there. His- *‘Milenberg 
Joys’ and ‘Lonesome Road’ have gotten good play, as is the case with all 
his popular records. Whatever the man with the trombone does is pretty 
sure to find an enthusiastic audience. 

An orchestra steadily gaining ground here is Woody Herman. His ‘Blue 
Ink’ and ‘Blue Prelude’ are getting plenty of fraternity house wear. We 
predict that Herman will keep on climbing. 

There’s not much to choose from in nominating other bands for favorites 
on the Vanderbilt campus. Every leader, of course, has his listeners who 
swear by him. Bob Crosby records go well, and the Gene Krupa version 
of ‘Tuxedo Junction’ is hitting plenty of ears. Every house, of course, 
went in for that double-entendre stuff like ‘She Had to Go and Lose It,’ 
and ‘She Really Meant to Keep It,’ but their popularity didn’t last much 
longer than the time it took to get the platters home. 

A word for the forgotten men of music, the collectors of the real hot. 
Of course, they are in the minority here, but in every house there are one 


| or two of ’em. Swing or sweet—they don’t pay any attention. They are 


the gut-buckets, the boogie woogie boys. ‘Honky-Tonk Train’ is one of 


their favorites, as waxed by Trumbauer, Bob Crosby and Lux Lewis him- 
| self. Rene Fabre on the Trumbauer side gives a good account of himself, 


and they compare him with Lewis. Vanderbilt's own Dinah Shore, who 
has come up like a skyrocket this year, is popular. She sings the songs 
we like to hear, the way we like to hear them. 

The summer may. have a few good bands to offer this section and Van- 
derbilt students on vacation. Dunbar Cave is a stopping-off point all dur- 
ing the summer months, and whatever band is there will be playing to a 
good many Vanderbilters. 

Whether we get our music waxed, on the air, or straight from the band, 
Vanderbilt will have music. On these lazy, dreamy Southern nights we'd 
rather dance than eat, and eating is a wonderful thing. 
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time in each hour, per man, $28. For | least 40 weeks employment for the 
each additional one-half hour or! member each year. A member shall 
fraction of half-hour in which the! have the right to cancel a contract 
with an agent who does not strictly 
conform to this rule, but each such 
cancellation must be made directly 
after the expiration of the half year 
Or year, aS the case may be. 

The unemployment of musicians 
seemed to be the chief topic at the 
convention. All sorts of suggestions 
were made from the presentation of 
a network radio program to the op- 
ération of theatres to augment the 


The old argument between agents 
and musicians was partly remedied 
with the adoption of a resolution de- 
manding that all contracts between 
agents and members contain a clause 
that during the first and second half 
of the first year of the contract, the 
agent must procure at least 20 weeks 
employment for the member in each 


manly routined. Maria Morales is a| doing strong biz with Emile Boreo 
cute Spanish dancer in native terp ‘as prime draw. The comedian, who 
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as follows: For two hours recordings, | other of the following year or years 
not to exceed forty miuutes playing | of the contract, he must secure at 








present employment of musicians, 
but none were adopted as practi- 
cable, 
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Philly Cafes Decry 


To Entertain Visiting 


Shortage of Gals 


MILES INGALLS BACK 


As Indie Agency Again—Withdraws 
From MCA 








Miles Ingalls leaves Music Corp. 











Philadelphia, June 18. 

A shortage of femme entertainers 
and hostesses at Philly night spots 
during the forthcoming Republican 
Convention has been reported by 
jocal cafe operators. Virtually any 
femme who has an evening gown 
can get a job. But where once the 
gals were a drug on the market, 
ioday it’s famine. 

Nitery operators have learned 
from experience that buying expen- 
sive acts during a big convention is 
a waste of money. Delegates flock to 
the gay spots in droves no matter if 
Harry Richman or Joe Doakes is on 


the bill. They don’t bother listening 


to the show anyway. All they want 
js plenty to drink and some gal to 
whom they can pour out their 
troubles. 

One cafe owner placed an ad in 
the papers for ‘girl entertainers.’ 
Technically, no night club is allowed 
to hire hostesses under the State 
liquor law, but during the big con- 
clave the law enforcement agents 
seemingly wink at this part of the 
statute. The gals sonetime warble 
a song over the mike just for the 
record, which qualifies them as 
‘pona-fide’ performers. 

Local and State enforcement of- 
ficials are expected to suspend the 
2 a. m. curfew and the Sunday 
closing laws during the convention 
week as they did during the Demo- 
cratic parley here in 1936. 

‘See that the delegates have a good 
time,” has been the word passed 
around by the city administration. 
The City Fathers have been anxious 
to erase the ‘City of Brotherly Haie’ 
tag recently put on Philly by Stanley 
Walker in an article in Look maga- 
zine. — 

However, there is one angle that’s 
been overlooked. It is the ‘Seventh 
Day Alliance,’ ministers’ organiza- 
tion headed by Rev. W. B. Forney, 
which has threatened legal proceed- 
ings against any civic official who 
allows violations of the Sabbath 
closing law. 


AGVA’S PITT STRIKE IN 
CO-OP WITH MUSICIANS 


Pittsburgh, June 18. 

Yanking of performers by Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists from 
New Penn here last week was a 
sympathetic move with Musicians 
Union, Hotel & Restaurant Em- 
ployes and Bartenders Local, all of 
which have had roadhouse on ‘un- 
fair list? now for some time. Those 
pulled out, with their contracts hav- 
ing still a fortnight a run, were Dave 
Rose, Ward Sisters and team of Till- 
man & Helene. Spot, however, is 
continuing as is and last week Lou 
Passarello, the owner, announced a 
‘10th anniversary’ celebration with 
going out of 
town for non-union performers. 

Local agents so far franchised by 
AGVA , include Jack Barry, Jean 
Carr, John Bailey, Howard Elsner, 
Steve Forrest, Peg Lanagan, Ann 
Harvey, Ann King, Joe Hiller and 
William and Zelda Russell. Others 
who have applied are  Elinore 
Savage, Harry Schreck and Sid 
Marke. : 

Nat Nazarro, Jr., one-time vaude 
and musical comedy standard, is 
connected here with AGVA in an 
executive- tarenil capacity. 














Benefit Policy Seen 
Decided at TA Meet 


Committees chosen by the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Ameri- 
ca and the Theatre Authority to de- 
vise a new policy on benefits have 
not yet held a joint meeting. It's 
probable that nothing will be decided 
definitely until] the TA’s next board 
meeting, scheduled for June 27. 

TA’s committee on Red Cross ben- 
efits last week met with Mrs. August 
Belmont, official of the charity or- 
Zanization, and she was assured sup- 
port for those rallies that do not 
charge an admission. However, it 
was pointed out that TA will not per- 
mit an excessive amount of ‘rallies’ 
to tax performers. 








Bennett Van Buren, for 12 years 
executive officer and treasurer of the 
Toledo Federation of Musicians, has 
resigned and left fer Culver City, 
where he hopes to recover from ill 
health. 





| new 
nighi spot. 


GOP Delegates 


of America to return to indie agency. 


| When splitting with Jack Davies as 


St. Louis Nitery’s Jam 


St. Louis, June 18. 

Luke Lamb, owner of the Silver | 
Shield, a St. Louis County nitery, | 
must appear before Circuit Judge 
Wolfe at Clayton, Mo., on Friday 
(21) te answer a contempt of court 
citation issued last week at the re- 
quest of Prosecuting Attorney Stan- 
ley Wallach. The citation charges 
that Lamb evaded terms of the court 
order enjoining him from conducting 
the spot. 

Complaints had previously been 
registered by nearby residents that 
the club was conducted in a dis- | 








orderly manner, etc. | 





ROSE’S $10,000 
BOND FOR 
LYMAN 


Musicians Union, Local 802 of New 
York last week caused Billy Rose 
to put up a certified check for $10,000 
pending his appeal to the American 
Federation of Musicians national 
board on the ruling that he must 
live up to his contract with Abe 
Lyman’s band. Local 802 ruled 
Rose's sale of the Barbary Coast, at 
the N. Y. World’s Fair, to Nicky 





Blair and Paul Boyd, both in his | 


employ, was not ‘legitimate’. 

Rose has 30 days to file his appeal 
to the national board, with probably 
another two months before a deci- 
sion is reached. The _ $10,000 is 
enough to cover four weeks of the 
Lyman band’s salary at the Fair 


($2,500), but, as the weeks run out, | 
Rose must post additional] coin to | 


guarantee full payment to Lyman in 
the event the national board 
holds the local’s ruling. 


Rose first tried to cancel Lyman’s | 
contract at the B. C. When Lyman} 


refused to be ‘fired’, Rose closed the 
spot for 36 hours, during which time 
he ‘sold’ it to Nicky Blair, his gen- 
eral representative, and Paul Boyd, 


who managed the B. C., for $25,000, | 


of which $10,000 was supposedly in 
cash. The union demanded that Blair 
and Boyd show their accounts and 
books to prove this, but they never 


came back and Rose was held ace | 


countable for the full term of Ly- ! 
man’s deal (24 weeks). 

Meanwhile, B. C. is operating now 
virtually as a barroom. Slot-machine 
games went into the spot last week 
and Rose, by his almost daily pres- 
ence, indicates he’s. still 
concerned in the operation. 





Legal Re-Echo on Vaude 


Pay Wrangile in S’cuse |“ 





Syracuse, June 18. 

Legal echoes of the latest attempt | 
to revive vaude in Syracuse were | 
heard in Syracuse police court last 
week when Charles V. Martina, 37, 
of Albion, operator of the ill-fated | 
New Empire here, pleaded not guilty | 
to four charges of failure to pay 
wages to house employes. 


Martina opened and operated the | 
| New Empire, after considerable ex- 


pense in renovating the house, three 
months ago. He featured a policy of 
name bands, plus vaudeville, on a 
four-a-day basis. 

His troubles piled up and became 
known during an 
turing Morton Downey when he paid 
off in notes. Bob Crosby's band 
headlined the next bill and had men 
planted in the boxoffice to grab re- 
ceipts as guarantee of payment. At 
the time, it was explained that Mar- 
tina had been injured in an auto- 


mobile accident and was therefore | 
unable to sign payroll checks. Local | 
Union | 


officials of the Stagehands 
went along on this assumption. 
House has been dark since April 19. 
Latest aftermath suit for 
due brought by four house employes, 


William Bessey, Adolph DenHaese, | 


Lloyd Tracy and Edward Cummings. 
Martina, after pleading not guilty, 
was ordered held in $500 bond for 
appearance tomorrow (Wednesday ). 





Lew Brock, formerly m.c. 
Minnesota theatre, 
emcee at Show 


Box, Seattle 


| Dallas. 


up- | 


actively | 


engagement fea- | 


Wages | 


Minneapolis, is | 


‘a partnership, Ingalls joined MCA 


‘to handle the cafe talent bookings. 


| He retains the Beverly Hills, New- 


/port, Ky., casino-nitery, as an exclu- 
sive booking, Jerry Lester and 
others. 





CHAS. FREEMAN 


MOVES TO TEX. 


Charles Freeman, former RKO 
booking chief, leaves Consolidated 
Radio Artists Aug. 1 to join Inter- 
state circuit with headquarters in 
Although the Karl Hoblit- 
| zelle-Bob O’Donnell circuit only has 
|four live spots, which Freeman has 
| been booking off and on for the past 
|17 years, although with outside af- 
filiations, he will be with the chain 
‘in an executive capacity on films, 
_ ete. 
| Freeman first started booking In- 
'terstate in 1923 out of the Keith of- 
fice, when he was: chief booker. He 
was instrumental in _ originally 
' spotting O'Donnell with Hoblitzelle. 








Famous Door in Camphor; 
Before Fold, Final Night’s 
Music Out of Coin Box 


Famous Door, 52nd street, New 
York, swing spot, closed its doors 
‘for the summer’ Saturday night (15) 
|atter running four evenings with 
'a coin machine serving hot music 
to patrons used to the sizzling de- 
liveries of Count Basie, Woody Her- 
man, Charlie Barnet, Red Nichols, 
and other outfits that used the stand 








as a springboard to spotlighted po- | 


sitions. Teddy Powell band, which 
started a date there June 5, walked 
|} out of the place Tuesday (11) 
| evening after it found no payoff was 
forthcoming. 


Previous Saturday evening Pow- 
ells band, waiters and_ kitchen 
| workers had arrived on the job 
| to find the place padlocked by 
| the landlord. Powell himself was 
| Said to have guaranteed the rental 
to the owner and it was reopened. 
Leader was subsequently warned by 
| local 802 reps that there wasn't 
| money enough to pay his band off 
| and that it was remaining at its own 
| risk. After walking out Powell 
| filed a formal salary complaint 
against Jerry Brooks and Al Felchin, 
owners, 
| Before it closed New York City 
| Officials made an effort to recover 
delinquent sales tax amounts by 
requisitioning all | income. 


Catskill Resorts Pomt to Lavish 
Shows as Major Argument Why 


‘Borscht Circuit’ No Longer Fits 





Chi Oriental Sets Bands 


Chicago, June 18. 

Jones, Linick & Schaefer has set 
three more bands for the Oriental. 
Larry Clinton comes in for week of 
June 28; on July 26 Blue Barron 
moves over from current run in the 
Blackhawk, and Sammy Kaye’s orch 
is set for week of Aug. 3. 

‘Funzafire’ unit is booked into the 
house for week of July 5. 








CLUB FOLDS 
IN THE RED 


New York’s Cotton Club, which 
moved Harlem down to Broadway, 
shut its doors early last week, 
owing most of the performers and 
Andy Kirk’s band varying amounts 
of salary. Herman Stark, operator, 
indicates that he is digging up a 
new bankroll with which to pay off 
all beck salaries and reopen the 
spot around July 15 with a new 
show. He is after Eddie Anderson 
(‘Rochester’) as the summer attrac- 
tion, having in mind the N. Y. Fair 
influx. 

Kirk’s band is owed $2,482, which 
would have to be paid before mu- 
sicians union Local 802 permits 
the C.C. to use union members. 
Other amounts owed are not de- 
tailed, but Buck and Bubbles, who 
were the headlining turn of the last 
show, are reported to have pulled 





out two days before the closing be- 
cause of money due them. 

The C.C. was considerably in the 
|red, according to reports. Just be- 
|fore the Louis Armstrong-Maxine 
| Sullivan show went in last winter, 
the spot was reputedly in the hole 
for $86,000. The Armstrong-Sullivan 
combo, however, showed a profit of 
around $32,000 for the spot during 
their long run. After they left, at- 
tendance slumped again. 

Stark is said to have made an ef- 
fort to keep the place operating by 
asking a reduction in rent, but this 
was turned down by the building 
owners. 

The C.C. was the last of the deluxe 
Broadway niteries with expensive 
floorshows. Prior to the C.C.’s 
folding, first the Hollywood, then 


sino; International Casino and fi- 
nally the Paradise closed their doors 
because of the waning popularity 
tof such operations. 





Philly Bookers Balk at Attempt to Up 


Philadelphia, June 18. 
| Seeking to get a slice of the 
$1,000,000 bonanza expected to be 
spent here for entertainment during 
ithe Republican National Convention, 
Thomas E. Kelly, biz agent of the 
local unit of the American Guild of 
| Variety Artists, last week made an 


Kelly sent a letter to all the lead- 
ing bookers demanding that they 
hike prices from 33% to 40% for 
acts. But the 10-percenters balked. 


dered a ukase forbidding profiteer- 
ing during the conclave, but they 


lar customers, 
_vention act-buying would be done by 
organizations 
all year around. 

Kelly had asked that bookers in- 
iflate prices ‘for all affairs directly 


!Managers Association 


Act Rates As Means to Share GOP Coin 


He 
union 


(agents ). 
was set to call out the actors’ 


| aS a maneuver to force the agents to 


| Sign 


individual AGVA franchises. 


|'This EMA members refused to do. 


, tire organization. 
attempt to jack up prices for per-'| 
formers durins the week of June 24. | 


| tion which was 


They demanded that AGVA allow! 
them a blanket franchise for the en- 
At the last mo- 
ment Kelly called off the strike. He 
granted the EMA a ‘blanket fran- 
chise but, as a compromise, each 
agent signed an individual applica- 


BWAY COTTON 


the Casa Manana, nee French Ca-| 


time 
' Belle Baker, 





There’s continued movement un- 
derway to banish the term ‘Borscht 
Circuit’ in reference to New York 
mountain hotels playing variety tal- 
ent. The resort owners maintain 
that the costliness of their opera- 
tions makes such a connotation in- 
vidious. They believe that the re- 
sorts, especially because of their 
comparatively high expenditures for 
talent over a 10-week season, rate 
the dignity of an industry rather 
than being continuously referred to 
as a gag. 

Behind the force for more dig- 
nity is an association of Catskill 
hotel owners. Aiding and abetting 
are some of the larger hotels out- 
side the Sullivan County, New York, 
-orbit, but referred to in the past 
as part of the borscht circuit. 


For the trade, the strongest ar- 
gument for dignity is the resorts’ 
expenditure for talent and the type 
of acts they play. For instance, 
John Pransky and Al Beckman, who 
book around 25 of the larger spots, 
will spend between $75,000 and $100,- 
000 for shows this season, Besides 
permanent m.c.s in each spot, they 
book five to seven-act layouts into 
each hotel every weekend until the 
season’s Labor Day blowoff. Pran- 
sky & Beckman estimate they'll use 
about 125 acts this season, giving 
the acts considerable income, plus 
room and board, during a season 
when most of the regular vaude 
time is shut down. 


Big League Talent 


In line with Pransky & Beckman’s 
expenditures is the budget at Totem 
Lodge, in upstate New York, which 
is booked by the William Morris 
office. Totem, it’s stated, will spend 
around $15,000 for talent this year, 
playing names plus three acts every 
weekend. Benny Fields played 
there the past weekend (15-16), while 
Sophie Tucker, Estelle Taylor, Jay 
C. Flippen and Ethel Shutta are 
booked so far for subsequent week- 
ends. Besides the acts at Totem, 
there’s a permanent six - piece 
rhumba band and Bruce Becker’s 
straight dance crew. 


The Grossinger hotel, Ferndale, 
N. Y., is another spot that goes 
heavily on the line for talent. This 
summer, besides its regular shows, 
the spot will have Benny Davis 
auditioning acts every weekend for 
a unit he'll tour in the picture 
houses next season. Another Gros- 
singer idea this summer is a per- 
manent legit stock company, for 
which it is currently negotiating. 
Billy Reed is m.c. and in charge of 
the spot’s variety shows. Stuart 
Allen’s band is berthed there for the 
season, ’ 


The new era on the Catskill. moun- 
tain time is perhaps best exem- 
plified by Grossinger’s show over the 
Memorial Day weekend. Paul 
Draper, Michael Loring and the 
American People’s. chorus’ singing 
‘Ballad for Americans,’ Clyde Hager, 
Katherine Mattern, Timmy and 
Freddy comprised the layout. It 

was a type of show, it’s pointed out, 
| that would draw on any theatre mar- 
quee in the country. 

The talent that’s available for the 
| resort time is illustrated by the list 
|that played Pransky & Beckman’s 
last season. They include 
Frances Faye, Sylvia 
(Continued on page 39) 


TWO NIGHT CLUB FIRES 
CAUSE $35,000 DAMAGE 


Buffalo, June 18. 
Second suburban roadhouse_ to 


! 














tacked on to the 


, EMA franchise. 
| Not only did they fear incurring the | 
wrath of city officials, who had or- | 


felt that they would lose their regu- | 
as much of the con- | 
, excludes 
that purchase talent 


| connected with the convention.’ This | 
| would exclude night clubs but would 


| take in political organizations, civic 
| groups, eic., all of which are regular 
talent buyers. 


Kelly, incidentally, has abandoned 
his strike call of AGVA members 
sgainst the local Entertainment 


Under the blanket accord, 
agents are absolved from 


the 


liability | 


burn this year was the Pinehurst 
Inn, Wanakah, destroyed with $20,- 
,000 loss Tuesday (11) while work- 
men were painting it for reopening. 


for actors’ wages and are classified | Firemen blamed spontaneous igni- 
,as ‘employment agents’ and not as 


was 
franchises. 
limiting 


‘employers,’ as 
the individual 


10%. 





Vauder Retrenches 


San Diego, June 18. 
With town’s business way off any- 
way due to war nervousness, and 
absence of fleet from local base, | 
Bryan Foy’s new Savoy has dropped | 
line of 12 girls and pared orchestra. 
It's all in effort to bring budget 


defined under | 


i 


| 
and boxoffice closer together. i 


tion or turpentine rags. 


of Lackawanna, 


in paint 
Nicholas Bodnar, 


It also | new owner, said it will be rebuilt. 
commissions at} 


The Hollywood, Tonawanda, was 
burned to the ground a few months 
back. 





$15,000 Ohia Fire 
Upper Sandusky, O., June 18. 

The Evergreen, night club near 
here, was destroyed Friday (14) by 
fire of undetermined origin. Only 
i recently it had been remodeled and 
enlarged. 

Damages estimated at $15,000. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Stanley Bonham, Guy Smith, Louis 
Purdy, Jack Paddock, Gower and 
Jeanne, Janice Chambers, Loren 
Hollenbeck, Calgary Bros., Earl 
Lippy, Music Hall Choral Ensemble, 
Rockettes, Corps de Ballet; ‘Our 
Town (UA), reviewed in VARIETY 
May 15. 





Russell Markert, associate producer 
of stage shows here, has turned his 





usually skilled hand to a four-part 
presentation which plants a mood for | 
the feature, ‘Our Town’ (UA), the! 
credits of which blend into the finish | 
of the stage show. Considering the | 
production as a whole, Markert has | 
done better. 

The show is in four portions, ‘Col- 
lege Town.’ ‘Small Town,’ ‘Crazy 
Town’ and ‘Big Town.’ In the first. 
a quartet of grads appears, followed 
by the ballet in a daisy chain num- 
ber that’s nice to look at but which 
isn’t especially clever. The set rep- 
resents a campus, but the entrance to 
the school looks very sombre, ap- 
pearing more like a church. Afore- 
mentioned quartet comprises Stan- 
ley Bonham, Guy Smith, Louis Purdy 
and Jack Paddock. 

The same color tone figures in the 
following scene, that of a village 


about younger days. The elderly 
twain, Janice Chambers and Loren 
Hollenbeck, do a vocal duet from a 
park bench, topped by the reminder 


from the man that they were there | 


in their youth, whereupon the bench 
turns around to bring out a youthful 
couple, the dance team of Gower and 
Jeanne. Male is very theatrical, 
Oover-using his hands and spoiling any 
illusion that may Have been created 
by the appearance of the old folks. 
The girl. a charming type, carries the 
illusion much better. 

Part four of the stage show in- 
cludes the Calgary Bros., standard 
pante comedians, real socks of the 
show. The Calgarys score in spite of 
the house’s great size, which would 
ordinarily lessen the effectiveness of 
such a turn. The duo are doubling 


| 





from the Hotel Astor Roof. 

A tenement scene, such as used 
here recently, figures for the finish, 
with Earl Lippy, carrying a guitar, 
leading in choral numbers as a back- 
ground for the Rockettes. - Number 
done by the line, staged by Gene 
Snyder, is o.k., but not particularly 
outstanding. Scrim is-brought down 
for the finish, as the stage show 


| 


! 


| 
| 
} 
| 


: _village | for this bill. 
where an old couple is reminiscing | 


tap specialty that’s a bit better exe- 
cuted than her first. Ross Wyse. Jr.. 
takes over with his partner, June 
Mann, in their standard acrobatic bur- 
lesque, and Wyse closes with his spe- 
cialty spins. “Goodn.ght My Beauti- 
ful’ is done in the Gypsy Rose Lee 
manner. Blue is on for his Russian 
dance burlesque, and Miss Logan 
obliges with a warmish ‘Loch Lo- 
mond.” Show winds up on chorus, 
under the Logan direction, teaching 
the customers words to ‘Are You 
Having Any Fun.’ Quin. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, June 15. 
Bill Bardo Orch (14), Alexander 








Santos & Co. (4), Eddie White, 
Patricia Ellis; ‘My Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO). 





Aim here was to get a pleasant lit- 
tle show together as a stage partner 
for the flicker, which is in for a fort- 
night and figured on for the box- 
office bulwark. It winds up as a 
layout not completely suitable for 
an audience lured by the picture. 
The Bardo band is okay and so is 
Patricia Ellis, but the Eddie White 
and Alexander Santos acts are not 
Both White and Santos 
are standard acts usually playable in 
vaudeville anywhere, but this week, 
with this more or less sophisticated 
picture, is not the time or place. 

White generally makes good and 
is’ especially hot in  family-time 
vaude and in $1.50 minimum nitery 
spots. At show caught, however, he 
told the skyscraper walk-up story, 
which is identified always with Lou 
Holtz, and the ‘Pants Too Long’ 
parody associated with Joe E. Lewis. 
Holtz tells the story better and 
Lewis does the song better. White 
has a trunkful of gags and songs, so 
there is no reason to choose material 
which is so closely linked with 
other comics. . 

Santos & Co. are for the family 
houses with their bubble dance, 
burlesque knockabout ballroom and 
even their best bit, the man’s ballet 
toe routine. They were around 
quite recently in the Loop. Miss Ellis 
is short and sweet with her closing 
vocal numbers. Makes a pleasing 
appearance and warbles three tunes 
satisfactorily. She has developed a 
clean-cut vocal style and delivery, 
and indicates that she can go on 
from here on her merits as a singer 


fades iato the opening credits of the | 29d entertainer instead of depending 


picture. 


solely on her onetime Hollywood 


{n addition to the stage show and_| T&D. 


*Town,’ organ concert and new March 
of Time release figure. har. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, June 15. 
White’s ‘Scandals’ 











George 


Bill Bardo’s band is new to Chi- 


| cago, but it made good as entertain- 


ment with audience. It’s a happy- 
appearing aggregation, with plenty 
of novelty bits and a basis of good 
music. Bardo himself has plenty of 


| appearance and handles the m.c. job 


with | in excellent style though starting out 


Ella Logan, Ben Blue, Billy Rayes,|a bit too apologetically. He plays a 


Craig Mathues, Ross Wyse, Jr., with 
June Mann, Christine Forsythe, Kim 


| 


fiddle flashily and vocalizes neatly. 
Band is sweet for the main, though 


Loo Sisters (4), Line (24); ‘Can't! trying a swing rhythm occasionally. 
Give You Anything But Love’ (U).' Business good at the last show 
| Friday (14). Gold. 





Several months ago, this show, in 
its original two-hour and 40-minute 
version, was at the Music Hall at 
$3.30 top. Now a condensed version 
of 75 minutes is playing a week at 
the Tower at 55c top, and a customer | Baltimore, June 16. 
can see it for 25c by coming-early.| Milton Berle with Mrs. Sara 
At this scale it’s doubling the usual! Berle, Stuart Morgan dancers (4), 
take at the Tower and getting over as} Lillian Carmen, Four 
@ snappy show, being far above vaude} Phil Lampkin House Orch 
average here and a bargain at the | ‘The Saint Takes Over’ (RKO). 
prices. \ 

Although a tab version is not to be | 
compared with a standard legit mu- | layout, is on practically all the time. 
sical. it’s highly noticeable how! At the blowoff he had considerable 
much of the meat has been left in | difficulty making a getaway oven af- 
and how much of the chaff is miss-| ter a beg-off. Whatever b.o. action 
ins. Notable absentees are the How-| is chalked up this week may well be 
ard Brothers and Ann Miller. For | attributed to the comedian’s strength 
purposes of this house, little of the | as draw and the favorable word-of- 
usual Howard rough comedy is | mouth. Supporting acts are pleas- 
missed; Miss Miller would have | ing but far from ticket sellers. 
raised the show materially and given Preceded by a comic trailer which 
a name worth another 10c or 15c| heralds Berle’s appearance in town, 
hike at the boxoffice. As an under-| he steps out for routine of fast 
study, where talent is concerned, gags, a flag-waving vocal and a lot 


HIPP, BALTO 





(12); 





Milton Berle, in this 62-minute 


Christine Forsythe is capable enough. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Nick Lucas, Raul and Eva Reyes, 
Marion Belett & English Bros. (2), 
Sunny Rice, Ben Yost’s New York- 
ers (8), Gae Foster Girls (24); ‘Doc- 
tor Takes A Wife’ (Col), reviewed in 
Variety, May 1. 





Fanchon & Marco comes up with a 
fast-moving stage show and a good 
measure of patriotism at the Roxy 
this week. Besides Red Cross and 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
shorts on the screen, there’s an Hail 
Old Glory production finale on the 
rostrum built around a new song, ‘I 
Am An American.’ Nick Lucas and 
Ben Yost’s New Yorkers, 
octet, handle the vocals, while Gae 


Foster's 24 girts lend sight andj| 


sound as a niftily costumed drum_ 
corps. It's all very etlective for the | 
times. 
The stage layout in toto repre-— 
sents one of the neatest efforts at 
this deluxer in a long time. It's_ 
well dressed, well paced and is a) 
nice picture on the production side. | 
First half of the show is in the South | 
American tempo, with the line of | 
girls doing a conga and paving the | 
way for Dae Rice’s fine rhythm 
dancing specialtv. This segues into | 
the first of three routines by Raul 
and Eva Reyes, who conga, samba 
and rhumba in lively fashion. It’s 
questionable, however, whether the 
‘shoe the mare’ routine is okay for | 
the kid trade. 7 
Marion Belett and the English | 
Brothers, in knockabout and acro. 
dancing, are a near-perfect sight 
comedy act for a house as large as | 
this. Their mayhem and tricks, as a | 
result, whammed opening night. On | 
the other hand, Nick Lucas, working | 
first solo, appears lost on the big | 
stage until the patriotic production | 
finale. He sings a number of songs 
and gets over as well as possible, | 
but rates some dressing behind and | 
around him. 
Other vocals in the show are. 
evenly mixed chorus of eight. Group | 
is a holdover for the past few | 
weeks. 
Show is on and off in 40 minutes, | 
which certifies its speed. Attendance 
opening night was fairly good. 
Scho. 


* APOLLO, N. Y. 


Coleman Hawkins Orch (15) with 


Thelma Carpenter; Hayes and, 
Prince, Alise and Aland, Ralph 
Cooper, Pigmeat, Willie Bryant, 
Vivian Harris; ‘Forgotten Women 
(Rep.) 





¢ 


Band of Coleman Hawkins, ace 
tenor sax player, gets its first chance 
of any note on this date. 
formed last fall as an eight-piece 
combo plus the leader, and has since 
played location dates exclusively. Its 
first showing was at Kelly’s Stable, 
N. Y.; at that time the group rated 
as anything but good, acting pri- 
marily as backing for Hawkins’ 
talents. Since, however, it has been 


promises much. 





Step Bros., | 


Abbreviated version makes 


the 


most of the show’s two strong hits, 


‘Goodnight My Beautiful’ and ‘Are 


You Having Any Fun,’ and has the 


verdict mostly in the hands of Ella 
Lezan 


staze a great portion of the running | 


time. Miss Logan sings ‘Fun.’ works 
her specialty, ‘Mexiconga,.’ in mid- 
way and teams with Craig Mathues 
in the song-shop scene of Tin Pan 
— tunes and the Gershwin caval- 
cade. 


Blue follows the opening with his | 
Casino Ballroom bit. with Fran Eng- | 
lish as the foil, and socks over the | 


travesty. Although the bit has been 
done in town at least twice before. 
it's new to this house, and the mob 
ate it up. Musical presentation of 


and Ben Blue, who are on} 


of smart talk. Sets matters properly 
for Stuart Morgan Dancers, potent 


gal. Quartet wangs out 
routine of well-sold throws 
lifts, working fast to climax good for 
|a series of bends. 

More gagging brings on Lillian 
|Carmen, okay appearing vocalist 
who foils for some more business by 


Berle. Femme gives out nicely with 
smart and intricate workings of 
;‘Darktown Strutters Ball’ and a 


medley of oldies, both scoring suc- 
cessfully in spite of her evident dis- 
comfort because of cold. Encores 
with ‘Darn That Dream,’ which gets 
considerable and funny byplay via 
' Berle in the pit conducting the orch. 
Four Step Bros., colored hoofing 


"Goodnight My Beautiful’ is worked | C9™be. follow with hectic session of 


in here with girls and singer, and | 


number is given a click finish by the 
Kim Loo Sisters’ acrobatics. Their 
@mbination of looks” and skill 
brought a heavy response. 

Show from this point to close is 





jive stepping featuring a waltz clog 
which develops into a socko chal- 
lenge, winding up with some highly 
rapid and tricky tappery. Legit en- 
core has Berle participating in the 
hoofery for more laughs and a neces- 


mostly vaude with trimmings. Skit 54"yY ‘thank-you’ by one of the 
o. Madame DuBarry brings Blue, brothers. . ; 
back for additional chuckles. and; Bringing on his mother for a brief 


Miss Logan follows with her ‘Mexi- 
auca song, the lightest of the show's 
tunes. Front stage is given over to 
Miss Forsythe in the terp specialty 
@oue by the Miller gal in the orig- 
ival. Billy Rayes takes over the 

az front in a single to click strong- 
'y with his patter. impersonations 
aud dancing while juggling. 


Miss Forsythe returns for a second: 


session of rather funny business and 
a dip into the sentimental, Berle 
handles interlude adroitly, wisely 
eschewing a_ too-serious leaning 
toward the latter phase. Winds up 
with funny parody medley of pops. 
Audience ate up the doings from 
start to finish and hollered for more 





in spite of lengthy time consumed. 
Biz neat. Burm, 


crew’s vocalist, sells an okay voice, 
| but has to contend with too much ac- 
companiment from the band. 

Layout backing Hawkins 


is en- 


| tertaining, even with its faults, and | 


when caught, first show opening 
day (Friday), was accompanied by 
a ‘dream band’ composed of some. of 
the country’s outstanding musicians. 
Formed around, and in deference to, 
Hawkins’ nifty sax tooting, the stunt 
filled the house to capacity long be- 
fore it was scheduled to go on. That 
and the return to New York of Ralph 
Cooper and comedian Pigmeat, who 
spent a long time on the Coast mak- 
ing films for the colored trade, put 
the mob in a mood that made it a 
pushover for anything that tran- 
spired onstage. : 

Because of the ‘dream band,” com- 
posed of Tommy Dorsey, 
Berigan, John Kirby, Gene Krupa, 





adagio foursome of three men and a! Jack Jenney, Roy Eldridge, Carmen | 
socko | Mastren, Count Basie, Joe Marsala, | 
and | Peter Brown and Hawkins, the lat- | 


ter’s band stint, after the shift from 
pit to stage, was confined to a couple 
of numbers, one of ’em Hawkins’ 
standard sax solo ‘Body and Soul.’ 
With the slicing and the hysteria of 
the audience it was almost impossi- 
ble to get a line on what Hawkins 
band actually can do. It did im- 
press, however, as a group with 
plenty of enthusiasm, good arrange- 
ments played with a solid hop by 
strong sax and brass, grounded on 
steady rhythm team. Its style is 
along Count Basie’s groove without 
the latter’s wildness. 

Production end gives Cooper and 
Pigmeat a novel sendoff. Film shots 


wind up in a stage duplicate of a 
railroad station. The curtains part 
and Cooper is welcomed by the 
house line and six chorus boys cos- 
tumed as redcaps. Pigmeat enters 
in the next scene, from a freight car 
backdrop. Pair get off plenty of 
solid comedy though their gags are 
old and one or two extremely blue. 
Either of the latter faults made lit- 
tle ditserence to their auditors at this 
catching. 

Pair, with Willie Bryant, work in 





a fine example of two performers in 


mixed | 


| routine, femme half doing a turn 


| point is that his was recognized as a 


nicely handled by the New Yorkers, |. 


| spot here, however, but ‘Oh, Johnny, 


| hind 


Outfit was | 


enlarged to average proportions and | 
rounded out as a solid bunch that | 
Thelma Carpenter, | 
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; a spot where they know what the 


‘crowd wants. Results had some of | LOEW'S STATE, N. , A 


| the dusky audience jumping up and - 
|} down in their seats in glee. Late 
| skit, using all three comedians and 
| Vivian Harris, is old burlesque, 
| plenty blue, but highly effective. 

' Hages and Prince are a_ white 
| dance team equipped with several 
| good tricks but on the whole the 
turn isn’t very effective. Team 


_tapping in unison leads into chal-| Big event of the Horace Hei ‘ 
| lenge work on a set of stairs that | Pei at Loew's State 7 
| pull out like a chest of drawers. Re- | is the wheel that spins. It’s a stage 
| solves into acro work for the finale, | version of the radio (Tums) ‘Pot of 

‘one of the two somersaulting back- | Gold’ routine. 
wards downstairs. Money is given away. First comes 
|. Alise and Aland, a turn that was the several operations, via the wheel 
| incorporated into the recently closed | of picking the number to call from 
| Broadway Cotton Club show, work | out of the phone book. Then comes 
with the line in a park setting, a bit the actual call from the stage, with 
| where the costuming of the linegals | the voice on the other end amplified 
isn't quite equal to its dressing in so the audience can hear. Under the 
other portions. Pair split up their; theatre variation the ‘Pot of Gold’ 
} : | pays $5 (each show), and if the per- 
with the male chorus line early, then | son selected is in the theatre, it's 

joining her partner later in the same | worth $100. 
set. Splitting it that way takes away; All of this may sound pretty good 
some of the turn’s punch. They're | to those who remember show busi- 
extremely graceful _ballroomers, | ness when the star event was an en- 
sure-footed and supplied with a/tertainment, not a giveaway. But 
routine that keeps them moving at oldtimers can be discounted. This is 
a good pace. Costuming’s good and not the day of the oldtimer in show 
they're well liked. Wood. | business, radio diplomacy or warfare. 
a | All hail the wheel that spins. the 
STANLEY PITT magic of something for nothing 
> ; (maybe) and the undoubted—if in- 
7 | comprehensible—thrill of: million-to- 
Pittsburgh, June 14. 

Orrin Tucker Orch (14), Bonnie 


___ Horace Heidt Orch with Larry 
Cotton, Fred Lowery, Oley O'Toole 
Frankie Carle, Henry Russell, Jean 
Farney, Mlle. Josette, Red Ferring- 
ton, Ruth Davies, Four Le Ahn Sis- 

| ters, Art Carney, Bernie Mattinson; 

| ‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G). 





jone gambling odds. 
Who can argue with the wheel that 
Heidt is at the State for two 


° spins? 
| ee en weeks and $21,000 because of that 
Eater’ (Par) C a wheel. It spun him dizzily upward 


into the higher 20’s of the C.A.B. 
And they pay off at Loew’s State 
according to Crossley. In_ fact, 
vaudeville bookers and soap manu- 
facturers worship in the same tem- 





The Stanley is at least giving its | 
customers something to remember 
vaude by. This is the last show this 
summer for the house, which goes 


a F ’ ’s th 
back to straight pix Friday (21), and | toqq °we9tNe” wheel was ‘spinnine 
it's a good one, bright, fast and en-|qpursday 3) and Larry Cotton 


tertaining. Orrin Tucker isn't an 
unknown here, as if he could be any- 
where after ‘Oh Johnny,’ but the 


called the numbers, Hitler was mo- 
torcycling into the Bois de Bologne. 
Actually, the spinning wheel pro- 
duces some humor. The only humor, 
very nearly, in Heidt’s 50 minutes on 
the stage. Not that anybody seems 
to mind a stage show without com- 
| edy. dingy sid nobody on een 
: : | anyhow. ey’ve seen the headlines 
~ Bara ey pane poy oe way soe ee is =: 
s , | ant, e novelties diverting, Hei 
have intimated, because the theatre | the showman still is very Be 
was — ° fag onener = _ esque in arranging his stuff and put- 
e opes e reak. | tj it over. 
Tucker's has a crack band unit for | cae le to the orchestra. one 
the stage, suggesting remotely Fred! Oley O'Toole of Pittsburgh, is the 
| Waring’s early Pennsylvanians; his | show stealer. He has a surefire rou- 
music is sane and sweet and packs , tine of mimicry and voice trickery 
enough novelty to keep any audience | that provides a sock interlude. The 
well-entertained. _ _....|blind whistler, Fred Lowery, also 
Ot course, Bonnie Baker is still) wows 'em with some fine control 
_ Tucker's chief stock in trade. They | work in the operatic reaches. Four 
| were waiting for the baby-faced kid | Le Ahn Sisters harmonize agreeably; 
— - — Raa ae all | Cotton’s tenoring = mare euthexste- 
| throu e show, an an-itive than ever and scores easily. 
preg tans no less, broke loose whan | Composer-pianist Frankie Carle does 
she finally put in an appearance. Her | a bit effectively, Ruth Davies and a 
| Style is cute for first couple of num- | French Mile. Josette sing with some 
a ns —.* bit er gga a appeal. bs a gZ0 oo Pig 
|; down e stretch, especially when | briskly, rather rightly an with 
| she stays on for nine tunes running. | Heidt’s discipline and energy always 
| Tucker might be wise to break her | apparent. Some of the Heidt people 
me ig ports, and mob weve be | billed | are being held back ll aa 
| Wliling to let her go early if he’d as- | second week. ane. 
| sure them she’d be back later with 
|‘Johnny’ and others. Sounds like 
smarter showmanship and it also 
be a break for Miss Baker. She 
starts out with ‘Pinch Me,’ then goes 
through ‘You’d Be Surprised,’ ‘What 
Are Little Girls Made Of?’ (with the 
Bodyguards), ‘Not Yet’ (with 
Tucker), ‘My Resistance Is Low,’ ‘Al- | 
ways Think of Billy,’ ‘Oh, Jofinny,’ 
|*Ooh, What You Said’ and finally 
| ‘Playmates,’ also with Bodyguards | 
{and which signals the curtain. 
| Tucker repertory is keyed the same 
| way, and it wouldn’t be so notice- 
able in sections. | 
| Tucker is over big with his vocal- 
| izing, too. Voice is just pleasant but | 
| 00d -looking maestro with the film | 
| profile gets across on personality al- | 
; most as much as anything else. But 





first-class outfit locally at the 
William Penn hotel’s Urban Roof as 
long as three years ago. 

That didn’t get Tucker a theatre 





_ ST. LOUIS, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, June 13. 
‘Funzafire’ with Donald O'’Con- 
nor and The O'Connor Family, 
Four Buster Browns, Dolly Bell, Ken 
and Roy Paige, Betty Atkinson 
|Wynn Twins, Buddy Green, Al 
Spiro, Eight Daughters of Satan, 
Benny Meroff Orch (12); ‘Girl in 
313’ (20th). 





Natives who are getting an occa- 
sional shot at stage shows in this 
4,000-seater are eating up the cur- 
rent 60-minute offering. At session 
caught the management dusted off 
the balcony to accommodate the 
rush. A banner b.o. week. 

‘Funzafire’ has the nuttiest stuff 


| he’s guilty of bit of milking down 
‘near the finish. He’s on for ‘How | 
| Many Times,’ ‘I Need Loving,” ‘Lit- | paraded here in many moons, all at 
tle Girl,’ ‘Everybody Loves My Baby’ | a terrific pace. Stooges, led- by Al 
and ‘Been Looking for Love,’ making | Spiro, keep the audience in almost 








taken from and of a moving train | 


several spots throughout. Bryant's 
duo with Cooper, in one, while 
seene-shifting goes on in back. is! 


| bling end. Oreh itself, which con- 
sists of three trumpets, three fiddles, 
three sax, one trombone, guitar, bass, 
drums and piano, doesn’t get much 
of a chance musically except as 
accompaniment, but when they do, 


lighted, lettered mugs for a finish. 
Band’s chief novelty, and a first- 
rate one, too, is their neoned musical 
notes, on a darkened stage, dancing 
all _over the rostrum to illustrate 
various rhythms of name _ bands. 
Chief fault of the layout, inciden- 
tally, is its lack of comedy, with only 





| to give it a lighter touch. 

Two specialty acts have been 
booked with Tucker and _ they’re 
both corkers. The Stapletons, mixed 
hoofing team, are a classy duo and 


their feet. Stapletons are among 
the swankier ballroom terpers and 


audience’s favor. 
Ghezzis, standard acrobats making 
what has come to be their annual 


;} arm stuff. 
Max Adkins’ house crew in the pit 
comes up with a nice medley from 





maestro 
| quartet, 


the sax with a reed 
Cohen. 


on 


Bunny | unit slightly topheavy on the war- continuous 


! 
} 
| 
} 
j 
| 


boys are there. ‘Singing Hills’ is one 
of their clickos, and so is the! 
‘Drinking Song’ medley, with the 


| curtain 


| bandsmen’s_ kicking-chorus number | 


| 


‘Irene’ for an overture. featuring the | and 


uproar. Zaney  bally, 
plus an upped advertising budget, 
has been an eyeopener here. 

While some of the acts may not be 
A-l, the players are on and off so 
fast no one has a chance to think 
of talent rating. The customers 
want entertainment and they easily 
get their money’s worth. Before the 
parts one of the stooges 
starts the riot by racing through the 
aisles and pelting payees with pea- 
nuts; another emulates a vendor ina 
burlesk house and ducks when he 
is tipped off he is in the wrong thea- 
tre; Ben Wise, a 400 pounder who, 
with Tony Ross, a midge, consti- 
tutes the Wynn Twins, keeps the 
house unsettled when he _ plunges 
pell-mell into a completely occupied 
row of seats looking for a place to 
park, winding up by flopping into 
the midge’s lap. Meantime, blank 


1 | pistols are fired all over the place. It 
click doing a flirtation in tap time | 
and telling cute littie stories with! 


is no spot for a weak ticker. 
Then the band, with Benny Meroff 
waving the stick, plays ‘In the 


: | Mood’; the maestro gags and clowns 
with what it takes to slip into any | fhe 


Other turn is the: 


a bit and brings on the Four Buster 
Browns, from the line, for an acro 
turn. While they work in unison, 
they don’t startle with the routine. 


visit locally, and tying the show into | Wise furnishes belly laughs as he 
knots with their stunning strong-| works an 


/ ordinary-sized hop over 
his huge torso a couple of times with 
Ross stooging. Buddy Green war- 
bles ‘If I Mad My Way’ acceptably: 
_ Betty Atkinson, a lithe. and 
tastily garbed blonde, does a smart 
(Continued on page 39) 
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tap. Line tagged Daughters of 
Satan next does a so-so routine and 
then a barefoot, sandwich-devour- 
ing stooge in a front row seat breaks 
in just before Meroff leads the line 
into the aisles with a ‘Follow the 
Leader’ gag, in which the gals plant 
their heavily painted lips on the 
bald pate of an obese customer. 

Meroff, despite almost continuous 
{nterruptions from stooges on the 
apron and in the house, does a neat 
interpretation of Ted Lewis that re- 
newed the palm pounding, and bur- 
lesks other names asked for by the 
patrons. Dolly Bell, a blonde looker 
from the line, puts over a nice acro 
routine with some lofty kicking. The 
Paiges, youngsters, indulge in_ fast 
knockabout comedy, with one doing 
a bellyslide from the apron into an 
aisle. Meroff does a juggling turn, 

lays the bass viol, clarinet, French 

orn and a sax so huge that be must 
stand on a stool to handle it. 

The O'Connor family (3), of whom 
two, Donald and Patsy, a young ’un, 
have been in talkers, warble and 
tap, with Jack, starting as m.c., join- 
ing the others. Patsy, despite her 
tender years, trills ‘Irish Eyes’ and 
‘Oh, Johnny,’ the latter in Bonnie 
Baker style, with plenty of con- 
fidence. She also won a swell re- 
sponse from the mob, by this time 
nearly worn out from guffawing, 
with her tap routine. She also in- 
terprets Hepburn for an encore. 
Donald warbles ‘Small Fry’ which he 
did in ‘Sing You Sinners’ (Par), and 
the customers liked it. 

Line, fetchingly dressed in white 
athletic shirts and red skirts, return 
for an acro routine, their best offer- 
ing, with the rest of the mad gentry 
crowding cn to dish out another por- 
tion of screwy stuff for — 

ahu. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, June 14. 

Major Bowes’ Sixth Anniversary 
Revue with Stubby Kaye, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Sparks, George Brant, 
Strawberry Russell, Paul Jones, 
Frances Gibby, Three Flashes, Two 
Harmaniacs, Bridgeport Four, Jersey 
Farmhands (5); ‘21 Days Together’ 
(Col.). 

The presumption is that these 
members of the simon-pure con- 
tingent are the pick of Bowes’ ams 
over a six-year period, but an in- 
spection shows no improvement in 
performance ability over the first of 
the air proteges who made camp 
here some years ago. If anything, 
the performers have attempted to 
adopt a professional manner which 
detracts rather than adds to their 
appeal. 

The usual pattern is followed. Pit 
orchestra is moved to the stage, and 
all acts work in front of it. No 
amateur is the m.c., who introduces 
the other performers and then holds 
down a spot of his own. He’s Stubby 
Kaye and his introductions are 
standard without any effort to be 
funny. He does okay for himself 
when he sings ‘Please Be Kind’ near 
closing, working in imitations of 
well known personalities. 

Most of the performers are given 
only a few minutes. The Five 
Jersey Farmhands open with rural 
music. Four men and one girl give 
a typical Jersey impression of the 
way western music should be done, 
playing the inevitable strings. Fred 
Sparks and wife open with two ac- 
cordions, then he_ forsakes’. the 
Squeeze box to play every reed and 
brass instrument in the band. 

* George Brant taps, uses drumsticks 
a la Jack Powell and twirls the 
baton. Biggest mitt winner in show 
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is colored Strawberry Russe)l, who 
has been in these parts before with 
another Bowes unit. He gets some 
chuckles in an exchange of slow 
gags with Kaye, then does some imi- 
tations and fiddling on a one-string 
cigar-box violin, 
dance for finish. 
_ Paul Jones is given just enough 
time to dash on and rattle bones and 
spoons and then make for the wings. 
Frances Giddy follows with a nice 
fiddle selection. Strictly not from 
radio are the Three Flashes, who do 
an acceptable roller-skating turn. 
Nicely received were the Two Har- 
maniacs, who use professional mouth 
organs to play ‘Beer Barrel’ plus 
Swing and legit versions of ‘Flight of 
Bumble Bee.’ 

Bridgeport Four close. Four-piece 
band gave imitations of various 
band styles, including King, Busse, 
Lombardo, McCoy, Krupa and 
Sousa. Also toss in impression of 
Polish wedding for good measure. 

Biz light at third show opening day 
Friday (14). Kiley. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


Just as it has jammed everything 
else back among the obituaries in 
the dailies and. dominates conversa- 


tion and thought everywhere, the 
war continues to make the rest of 
the Embassy’s current bill seem in- 
consequential. Hostilities are cov- 
ered from many angles, although the 
scenes of actual fighting are lim- 
ited in number and length. Much of 
the interest stems from the various 
— phases and background cov- 
ered. 


Metro’s clip of the bombing of 
Paris includes a few action shots 
and considerable of the wreckage. 
Raymond Gram Swing’s analysis of 
the situation is remarkabiy clear 
and informative, particularly with 
the situation changing by the hour, 
but like all realistic accounts it is 
overpoweringly depressing. Metro 
has another superb bit in the evacu- 
ation of Dunkirk, followed by prayer 
services in London. This clip draws 
applause for King George, Queen 
Elizabeth and Queen Wilhelmina, 
but Winston Churchill's appearance 
gets a few hisses. 

Metro’s British munitions-making 
is common-place, but Pathe’s Paris 
street scenes are grimly stirring and 
the same company’s Narvik shots 
have a tragic undertone. What ap- 
pears to be library shots of a Mus- 
solini speech from that familiar bal- 
cony draw violent hisses, but are 
otherwise tame, as are the views of 
Italian militarization. 

Paramount’s clip of the Roosevelt 
‘dagger’ speech is a -highlight of 
the bill, topping even the violent ac- 
tion shots in dramate€ punch and 
(from the intangible audience ex- 
citement and approval) foreboding 
of future U. S. action. Contrary to 
newspaper accounts, the reels show 


that the President read his much- | 


quoted remark, rather than adlibbed 
it. He may have written it into his 
manuscript at the last minute, but 


Has contortionist first week of June, and remained 


/open part of the week on a picture 








la twice-weekly 





it was obviously not extemporan- | 


eous. 
cate, Roosevelt was in a fighting 
rage when he delivered the address. 

Par’s clip of General Pershing’s 
appeal for help to the Allies reveals 
him as unexpectedly aged, while 
Metro’s Wendell Willkie bit isn’t as 
impressive as the candidate’s sup- 
porters would lead one to believe. 
Various clips about U. S. defense 
preparations are fascinating, partic- 
ularly as contrasted with such inan- 
ities as a rose festival parade in 
Portland, Ore., a religious observ- 
ance in Manheim, Pa., a stvle show, 
a Dizzy Dean bit, one about hous- 
ing, rodeos, golf 
sport stuff and Lew Lehr’s 
moronic-type of contribution. With 
the war such an inescapably vital 
subject, a resurrected travelog about 
Paris has surprising interest. 

Hobe. 





Joe Bradley’s Solo Build-Up 


ber of the NBC Ranch Boys trio, 
branches out on his own On a sus- 
taining vocal build-up out of the 
Chicago NBC studios, replacing 
Johnny Johnston, who is going to the 
Coast. 

Bradley is also soloing on the 
‘Amazing America’ show for Grey- 
hound. 


Also, the reels clearly indi- | 


championships, | 
usual | 


STATE, HARTFORD, 


SHUTS FOR 8 WKS. 


Hartford, June 18. 
State, vaudfilmer, went dark Sun- 
day night (16) for at least eight 
weeks. Closing is a new summer 
policy for the house. In prior years 
house eased vaudeville out about the 


policy. 

House has been operating on a 
two-day-a-week—Saturday and Sun- 
day—sked for the past two months. 
Reopening on a name policy is set 
for last week of August. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Saranac Lake, June i8. 
Dick Willis, Colony’s good-cheer 
spreader, all bound up with miles of 
tape. Broke three ribs when taking 
a fall in his bathtub. 


Bonnie Drew, who first did a bit 
here years ago, is back. She’s doing 
newsflash over 
WNBZ between rest periods. 


Tudor Cameron (and Flanagan) 
and Forrest Glenn, of the Charlie 
Ahearn Troupe, are both sporting 
extra good reports. 

Vacashers are flocking in and the 
niteries are starting to bloom again. 
Birk’s Swiss Chalet has Jack Mar- 
tin’s Midnight Swing Maniacs; the 
Floridal Club features Ken Brown's 
orch with Alice Marvel singing; 
Alex’s Grove with Lee Stack’s band; 
Major Dawson’s Swing Parlor sports 
Enright’s hillbilly crew; Harvey's 
Palm Beach Waffle Iron has Harold 
Bedell’s orch. 


Every patient at the Will Rogers, 
the Northwoods Sanatorium and in 
the downtown colony received a 
spread of flowers from Mrs. William 
(‘Mother’) Morris. Flowers are grown 
by Bill White at Camp Intermission. 

Eddie McDonald, who did the 
comeback at the Will Rogers, now an 
ice cream salesman in New York. 


After a 10-day vacash in N. Y. with 


| his parents, Hap Ward, Jr., returned 
| to the Colony. 


The out-of-the-san 
routine helps a heap. : 

Jack Di Augustino, technician. 
after a bed siege, got his first up 
okay for a one-meal session in the 
main dining room at the lodge. 

Iris Gabrilles knocked off another 
birthday; ditto for Madeline Mur- 
ray, Harry Barber and George New- 
comb. 

Aside to Joe Laurie, Jr.: Yours 
truly has received call after call from 
the ozoning gang in regards to your 
= operation. They all wish you 
well, 


Write to those who are ill. 


Bob Hope 


Continued from page 1 

















his program when it returns to NBC 
next fall. The agency and the spon- 
sor have both rejected this proposal. 
The comic is also reported as in- 
tending to ask Paramount to tear up 
the new contract he recently signa- 
tured and give him another one with 
twice the stipulated salary. Hope's 
new film deal calls for three pictures 
a year at $50,000 per production. 
Hope put in the bid for a sub- 
stantial salary tilt from Pepsodent a 
few months ago. This has been is- 
spired by a huge rise in his listening 
rating, but his decision to demand a 
doubling of his contracted stipend 
came after his personal appearance 
tour started to register new boxof- 


| fice records, 


Another tiff that Hope is having 


| with his agency and sponsor stems 
| from his recent use of Madeleine 
Joe Bradley, who has been & mem- | 





Carroll as guestee on his program. 
Agency has taken the position that 
he had no business to invite her to 
appear on the show for $2,500 
without its consent. The money has 
already been paid by Hope and the 
agency has refused to reimburse 
him. Miss Carroll earlier in the 
season did a guest shot on the show 
out of Hollywood, but on the cuff. 











Borscht Circuit 








Continued from page 37 


Froos, Buck and Bubbles, Berry 
Bros., Tip, Tap and Toe, Lillian 
Carmen, Sid Gary, Mark Plant, Fifi 
D’Orsay, Rex Weber, Slate Bros., 
Radio Ramblers, Three Wyles, Rose 
Marie, Marion Belett and English 
Bros., Radio Aces, Condos Bros., 
Bee Kalmus, Stump and Stumpy, 
Peters Sisters, Collins and Peterson, 
Shea and Raymond, Lowe, Hite and 
Stanley, Stuff Smith’s orch, Cappy 
Barra’s harmonica band, et al. 

That the mountain time has out- 
grown the ‘borscht’ gag, it’s further 
pointed out,, is the fact that the 
vaudeville agents are now submit- 
ting their lists for weekend book- 
ings. ea 


e15 YEARS AGOe 


(From Variety) 




















Despite a return of normal 
weather, a number of Broadway 
shows were cutting their runs; 
others were hanging on for the pos- 
sible picture sale. 





Jack Kearns, who piloted Jack 
Dempsey to the world’s heavyweight 
boxing championship, was now go- 
ing in for glamour with a capital G. 
He was piloting Gloria Swanson. 





Gilda Gray contracted for two pic- 
tures yearly with Famous Players- 
Lasky during the next five years, at 
$6,000 per week plus 20% over $250,- 
000 on each film. 





London exhibitors were disturbed 
over the report that the British gov- 
ernment would tax all American film 
imports. Exhibs were opposed be- 
cause they felt the distribs would 
shift the costs to them. 





Report was that the ‘impending’ 
Charlie Chaplin heir had already 
been born to the comedian’s wife, 
Lita Grey Chaplin. The news was 
reported held back because Chaplin 
wanted it released, for publicity pur- 
poses, simultaneously with the re- 
lease of his latest film, ‘The Gold 


| Rush.’ 





Famous Players negotiating to 
purchase Poli circuit for $12,000,000; 
the Wilmer-Vincent circuit, Pa., at 
$4,500,000 and Jake Wells’ interest, 
for $1,500,000, in a Va. theatre chain. 
Those were the figures paralyzing 
show biz. 





Broadway’s army of legit unem- 
ployed seemingly was greater than 
that of any other summer. 





AGVA, B.&C. SET 
TEMPORARY 
DEAL 


Chicago, June 18. 

Afier negotiating with American 
Guild of Variety Artists from the 
day of its inception, the Barnes & 
Carruthers booking office signed a 
temporary agreement with the 
union. Main point of contention was 
a contract Barnes was issuing to 
acts in which he acted as agent, 
manager and producer, also tying up 
acts for a whole year for the play- 
ing of six to eight weeks that Barnes 
offered. 

Although containing a pay or play 
clause, there was a hidden clause 
calling for immediate cancellation 
if anyone in the office or fair did not 
like the act at any time. 

Barnes & Carruthers has av- 
eraged from five to 10 lawsuits 
a year, with lower courts always 
giving the booking office the deci- 
sion. New AGVA contract calls 
for closed shop and full recognition 
of the union, but absolutely no pro- 
tection to chorus girls or small sala- 
ried people. Latter is taken up at 
supposed arbitration conference due 
in November, 

Although outdoor division of 
AGVA had succeeded in having 
some of B. & C.’s most lucrative 
dates cancelled for failing to be 
unionized, Hoyt Haddock, executive 
secretary of AGVA, refused to let 
the issue be locally cleared, send- 
ing in Graham Dolan and Dick 
Mayo, a couple of International rep- 
resentatives, to reach a temporary 
agreement. Dolan, who has never 
been in show business, was a 
former member of newspaper Guild 
here. Mayo is owner of Pansy the 
horse act and is under contract to 
B. & C. for the 1940 fair season. 
Mayo refused to allow AGVA to 
declare a strike or an unfair labor 
attitude on the Shrine Memphis 
show, which he was contracted for 
and played last week. 


Bob Crosby Signs Off 


Bob Crosby washes up for Camel 
on the NBC-red July 6 and the fol- 
lowing week the spot (Saturday, 10- 
10:30 p.m.) will be taken over by the 
same account’s ‘Uncle Ezra’ program. 

William Esty is the agency. 











Alliance Music Corp., New York, 
has been dissolved. Papers were 
filed in Albany by Milton Adler, 
N.. ¥. C, 
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NOW AT ROXY THEATRE, NEW YORK — HELD OVER SECOND WEEK 
Week July 5—EARLE THEATRE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Direction Sam Rauch, Fanchon & Marco Office 
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Playgoers Guild Extends Road Dates 
To 16 Weeks; 3 Stands Signed Up 


The Playgoers Guild, which vir- 


tually succeeds the Legitimate The- 
atre Corp. as a project to revive the 
road, will have at least 16 weeks of 
time next season, instead of the 12 


previously announced, according to 
the movement's sponsors for extend- 
ing the tour. 

It was understood that most of the 
Guild's time would be adjacent to 
the easiern seaboard, but contracts 
have also been signed for central 
southwest towns. To date, it is 
claimed that 33 stands have been 
signed up and that only 62 are re- 
quired to fill out a three-month sea- 
son. Not all are one-nighters, some 
playing two and three nights. 

The Playgoers has been requested 
to drop the term ‘Guild’ by the The- 
atre Guild, latter contending it might 
be confusing when its shows played 
the road. Hal Olver, who heads 
Playgoers, has refused to consider 
the suggestion, quoting the diction- 
ary to point out that the word has 
been extant since the seventh cen- 
tury. 

He also claims there are many 
local playgoer guilds, from which he 
took the title. Such groups were 
formed originally to check up on 
managers who alleged they were 
bringing shows from Broadway with 
the original casts. Such local groups 
are expected to support the Play- 
goers movement. 

The Playgoers, which avers it will 
guarantee shows against loss, is 
slated to conduct primarily a book- 
ing office after the first season or 
two, but will make the presentations 
for the first season. Quartet of 
shows selected are “The Second Man’ 
(originally produced by the Theatre 
Guild in 1927, but reverted to its 
author S. N. Behrman), ‘Missouri 
Legend’ (produced on Broadway in 
the ’38-39 season), ‘Outward Bound’ 
(revived in New York last season) 
and ‘Words With Music.’ Latter is 
described as an original intimate re- 
vue, 

While several stars are being 
angled for the Playgoers layout, peo- 
ple said to have already been en- 
gaged are Effie Shannon and Tom 
Powers, for ‘Bound’; Blanche Sweet 
and Raymond Hackett, ‘Legend’; 


Vivlet Heming and Donald MacDon- | 


ald, ‘Man’; June Hovac and Joe 
Couk, Jr., for the revue. 


Dancer Sues Shuberts 





For $50,000 on Injury 


Suit of Jack Whitney, dancer, 
against ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Inc., 
Lee and J. J. Shubert and the thea- 
tre for personal injuries suffered in 
a fall March 26 at the Winter Gar- 
den was revealed Friday (14) in the 
N. Y. supreme court, when Justice 
Louis A. Valente granted permission 
to examine the Shuberts before trial. 
The latter are the revue’s producers. 

Whitney claims he was trying out 
for ‘Grass’ and, at a_ rehearsal, 
slipped on poor flooring and sprained 
his ankle. He was so badly hurt 
he may never dance again, he de- 
clares. Action seeks $50,000 dam- 
ages. 





Saturday Performances 
Of ‘No Night’ Dropped 


Starting July 13, Saturday per- 
formances of ‘There Shall Be No 
Night’ will be dropped at the Alvin, 
New York, that arrangement con- 
tinuing through August. An extra 
midweek matinee will be inserted, 
show going on a schedule of seven 
performances weekly. 


Although Saturdays are usually | 
not strong theatre days during the. 
reason for suspending | 
Such ‘Night’ performances is to af- | 
weekends for Alfred | 
Stars had | 


hot period, 


ford longer 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne. 
planned a long vacation but re- 
turned to the boards because of the 
timeliness of the drama. 





AGMA Calls Embree 
Management ‘Unfair’ 


American Guild of Musical Artists 
placed on the ‘unfair’ list yesterday 
(Tuesday) Mabel K. Embree and the 
Embree Concert Service, Inc. Charge, 
based on various alleged abuses, 
were that Mrs. Embree was ‘unfit to 
represent AGMA members.’ Resolu- 
tion passed by the board also bars 
AGMA members from any dealings 
with Mrs. Embree and, where they 
have existing contracts, not to re- 
new them at expiration. 

Hearing on the charges was held 
June 11, Embree Concert Service 
was once the largest and most active 
in the field, outside of the two domi- 
nant outfits, NBC Artists Service 
and Columbia Concerts Corp. 


TENT TRYOUTS 
PROPOSED IN 
NEW YORK 


Latest variation of the experi- 
mental theatre is a proposal that 
new plays be tried out in a tent, to 
be pitched within® the environs of 
New York. Idea, which:‘is in the 
formative stage, aims for low opera- 
tion costs and it is proposed to give 
the tent presentations at 55c top. 
Tent would be spotted i. proximity 
to subway stations, in the expecta- 
tion that the shows would draw 
regular playgoers. 

Plan hinges on whether Equity 
would make concessions, particu- 
larly in the matter of salary. Pres- 
ent minimum is $40 weekly and it is 
believed that lower pay for tent ap- 
pearances would be necessary be- 
cause of limited boxoffice possibili- 
ties. Group which is interested in 
the experiment is principally con- 
cerned in keeping its people occu- 
pied during the summer, without 
joining rural stocks. 

New York has not seen tent legit 
in many years with the exception of 
the WPA showings of Gilbert and 
Sullivan revivals. That type of per- 
formance heretofore was principally 
spotted in midwestern territory but 
hag been greatly reduced in recent 
seasons. Group has two new plays 
for tryouts and claims it will secure 
others if the tent plan is consum- 
mated. 

Tent tryouts may lure the critics. 
Rural tryouts occasionally attract 
the reviewers but the quality of such 
shows has been questionable up to 











now. 

Equity’s committee on experi- 
mental theatres will again meet 
| with the Dramatists Guild, with the 
|object of establishing a workable 
| plan for such showings in N. Y. next 
season. 





Barn ‘Foxes’ Contingent 
On Shumlin Legal Fight 


Of the two projected 
stock showings of ‘The Little Foxes 
in Connecticut this summer, only one 
remains scheduled, it being slated 
'for Stamford. Nate Beers, who con- 
| tracted for the rights, insists he will 
; put on the drama in the latter spot, 
| depending on the outcome of legal 

proceedings by Herman Shumlin, its 
| Broadway producer, who, after okay- 
|ing summer bookings through the 





summer 





| Samuel French office, withdrew the | 


rights. 

Showing at Ivoryton, planned by 
Milton Stiefel, is definitely off and 
his remittance of $250 for a week’s 
rights has 
French office. 
sum but his check was returned un- 
cancelled. 
royalty and his attorney contends 
that the contract signed with French 
| gives him the right to use the play. 


THEATRES KEY TO 
ESCAPIST URGE 


Last World Conflict, When 
Show Biz Flourished, Held 
Basis for Future Outlook 
of Patrons Seeking Diver- 
sion in Preference to Re- 
alities 


SOME BEARISH OPINIONS 





While there still appears to be an 
air of uncertainty in Broadway show 
circles over legit production possi- 
biiities for next season, there is a 
distinctly different and more favor- 
able theory. It is partly based on the 
situation during the last World War 
when the populace was hungry for 
diversion. Theatres consequently 
flourished. Regardless of develop- 
ments, in Europe there is no reason 
to figure otherwise, so say showmen 
cognizant of conditions on the Main 
Stem from 1914 to 1918. 


Some opinions of a bearish nature 
would have it that the U. S._may 
face an indefinite period of de- 
pression. Other analysts—and they 
seem more concentratedly consistent 
with the economic cycle—view the 
future as holding forth vast business 
increases on this side of the water, 
that idea being based on America’s 
defense program, which calls for the 
expenditure of $5,000,000,000. While 
that will result in considerably 
heavier income taxes, it is antici- 
pated that money will be more fluid 
in all fields, 


Majority of residents, especially 
those in the dense population centers 
of the east, have been jittery ever 
since the Nazi machine gobbled up 
the low countries and France. Those 
who see better show business next 
season say it is only a question of 
time when the average citizen will 
naturally seek an escape from reality 
by attending theatres, 


Recent theatre attendance proves 
that patrons are not altogether see- 
ing the comedies and musicals; a 
certain percentage attend serious 
plays and melodramas. There are 
presently two Broadway dramas 
which shoftild go through the sum- 
mer, ‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Al- 
vin) and ‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Mil- 
ler). Six musicals are on this week’s 
list of a baker’s dozen of attractions, 
with one (‘Pins and Needles’) stop- 
ping Saturday (22), another (‘Higher 





| 
| 


| 





| 
| 


and Higher’) having suspended last 
Saturday (15) for seven weeks. The 
balance is mostly made up of laugh 








shows, also figured to weather the 
hot period. 


Dues Exemption Plan in Equity Vetoed; 
Draining’ of Union's Income Avoided 





i 


Al Hackett Returning 
To Stage in Davis Play 


Albert Hackett, film writer and 
former actor, is going to Skowhegan, 
Me., to make his return to the stage 
in a leading part in the tryout of 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ the Owen 
Davis dramatization of the whodunit 
stories of Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Lockridge. 

While east, Hackett will complete 
a new legit play, his first in several 
years. Leah Salisbury will agent it. 
Mrs. Hackett (Frances Goodrich) is 
accompanying her husband east, 


MGRS. HUDDLE 
ON PACT FOR 
AUTHORS» 


League of New York Theatres will 
huddle today (19) for the purpose of 
obtaining from managers their ideas 
on changes to be sought in a new 
basic agreement with the Dramatists 
Guild. Contract does not expire un- 
til next March, but conferences be- 
tween showmen and authors will ex- 
tend over a period of months. 

One of the points most likely to 
be controversial is the percentage of 
picture rights money, managers seek- 
ing a 50-50 split. Since 1935 that 
coin has been cut up 60% to the au- 
thor and 40% to the producer. 
Changes in provisions covering Brit- 
ish rights, time limit on production 
after a play is secured by managers, 
and a downward revision on royal- 
ties for musical shows will be topics 
of discussion at the League meeting. 

Movement has been started for 
the formation of a producers’ asso- 
ciation, inspired by John Golden, 
who is not a member of the League. 
He contends that the latter organiza- 
tion is dominated by theatre opera- 
tors rather than producers. League’s 
board, however, is evenly divided, 
each classification having seven rep- 
resentatives. Understood that the 
authors faver the idea of a group 
which is principally concerned with 
producing. 

Early last season the authors 
voted an amendment to the contract, 
change principally being in respect 
to the method of selling film rights. 
It was never okayed by the managers 
and the amendment has not been in 
effect. 











Equity Explains [A 


Resolution adopted by Equity’s 
council last week advocating elimin- 
ation of alleged racketeers in unions 


was erroneously interpreted, accord- 
ing to officials who attended the 
meeting in New York. It’s authori- 
tatively stated that the motion in no 
Way was aimed at the stagehands 
union, with which the actor organi- 
zations battled last summer. 





‘Misinterpretation 


Of Resolution Blasting Union Racket 


| dicted recently for extortion and re- 





signed as head of the Building Serv- 
ice Workers union. Bioff’s name did 
not come up nor did that of any 
stagehand executive. Attention to 
Scalise’s activities was attributed to 
Scripps-Howard expose articles writ- 
ten by Westbrook Pegler. 

Equity’s resolution, made by its 
president, Bert Lytell, commended 


supposed that Equity had taken a|/ Workers Union for returning to the 





, Proposal that Equity members who 
have been in good standing for 25 
years be exempt from further pay- 
ment of dues has been discarded. 
Few in the association knew of the 
plan, which emanated from an ele- 
ment of veteran players, few of 
whom have had engagements in re- 
cent seasons, or who have appeared 
but spasmodically. 


Matter was handled by a commit- 
tee whose negative report was ac- 
cepted by the council, which shelved 
the proposal. It was given careful 
study and it was claimed that while 
comparatively few members would 
come within the exempt classification 
at this time, in the future so many 
would be exempt that the income of 
Equity would be materially affected. 

Treasurers Club, principally com- 
posed of New York boxoffice men, 
which has been in existence approxi- 
mately twice as long as Equity, faced 
the same problem. Those who had 
maintained good standing for 25 
years were granted non-dues paying 
life memberships. The percentage 
on that basis steadily increased and, 
looking ahead, it was found that in 
1945 more than half the membership 
would have been life members. 
Board realized its reserve fund 
would become depleted through sick 
and burial payments. .Last fall, not 
only were the further grants of life 
memberships discontinued, but all 
those in that classification are now 
required to pay dues, 


Equity’s Relief Regulations 


Equity, unlike most other organi- 
zations, has relief regulations for 
members who are unable to pay 
dues. Such players may secure with- 
drawal cards, holders having the 
privilege to regain good standing by 
resuming the payment of dues, or 
they may secure excuse cards. Lat- 
ter, too, exempts holders from dues 


(Continued on page 42) 


COPPERS CHECKING 
BALL PARK SPECS 


Attention in the ticket field has 
switched from Broadway to the 
major league ball parks in New 
York. Detectives are checking up 
on speculators operating outside the 
plants, following complaints of high 
prices. Pointed out, however, that 
the boxoffice price on tickets have 
been boosted, fans especially squawk- 
ing about the tilt at Ebbetts Field, 
which is the home ground of the 
scrappy Dodgers ball club. Scale at 
|the Polo Grounds has not been 
hoisted, but tickets for the mezza- 
jnife at the Yankee Stadium were 
| boosted on Memorial Day. 


Claimed that tickets for legit 
| Shows are wrongly printed in re- 
;gards to the new Mitchell law 
|limiting the premium to 75 cents. 
| Wording on the tickets stipulates that 
| no more than 50c above the estab- 
| lished price shall be charged by 
, agencies. Statute does not contain 
|any such provision, providing only 
|for the maximum premium on any 
| ticket regardless of the boxoffice 
irate. That means that the 75c ad- 
vance could apply on a 20 cent ticket 
or one which is priced $27.50, as for 
the Louis-Godoy fight. Latter event 
jis Thursday (20) at the Stadium. 
| Ticket code, which applies only to 
| Broadway, fixes the premium at 75¢ 

















It was|the International Ladies Garment | f0r the lower floor and 50c in the 


balcony. 





been returned by the’ 
Beers paid the same | 


He still offers to pay the | 


slap at the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employes, which, 
at its recent convention in Louisville, 
put the okay on Willie Bioff, who 
| has represented IA in Hollywood 
| studio bargaining, but who is pres- 
jently serving out an old six-month 
| term in Chicago. 
Resolution followed a 
of dual unionism motivated by the 
existence of the American Federa- 
| tion of Labor, with which Equity is 





affiliated, and the Congress of Indus- 
trial Organizations. The name of} 
George Scalise, wno has a prison 
record, was mentioned. He was in- 


discussion | 


| AFL, and executive secretary Paul 
| Dullzell was told to write a letter 
of congratulations to David Dubin- 
_ Sky, head of ILGWU. 











William G. Norton, manager of the 
| Music Box, New York, was operated 
Hollywood, June 18. |0n Monday (17) for hernia at the 

Leila Ernst, who recently com- ‘Hospital for Joint Diseases, N.Y. He 
pleted her first film job in Para- ad been suffering intensely with a 
mount’s ‘Aldrich Family,’ is slated le8 affliction diagnosed as sciatica 
for a return to Broadway this sum- Ut the operation is expected to re- 

i move the cause. 


B’way Calls Leila Ernst 


mer 
J a ae ‘ : P 
Actress has a berth in George Ab-!| It is his second recent illness. He 
bott’s next musical, now being was hospitalized for intestinal flu 
readied by Rodgers und Hart. about six weeks ago. 
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Plays Out of Town 





GOODBYE TO LOVE 


San Francisco, June 17. 
Comedy-farce by Sheldon Davis; pre- 
sented by A. H. Woods, by arrangement 
with Dick Powell; stars Joan Blendell; 
features Patric Knowles; staged by John 
Hayden; setting, Norman Rock. 


MOND as 55s eas 64s 0000 Uees Hattie Noel 
Serer Esther Muir 
Vivienne Gordon.........+6.. Joan Blondell 
en. MOSER. .05.0ccdceeees Douglas Wood 
A MEER « 6 6606000660000%8 Gloria Clayton 
OE SS aaa Patrice Knowles 
OS rrr Charles Gary 
Pe MEER. 0 65 5 ca0s e0eces Colin Campbell 


rece Brito. ..ccccccscccs Connie Emerald 
Be AO. 6. 00 6506000060 ¢+-+-Tony Rodgers 
EN SCOTT OE William Thomas | 





‘Goodbye to Love,’ comedy-farce 
by Sheldon Davis, opened here to- 
night (Monday) at the Geary with 
all indications of success. Play not 
only marks Joan Blondell’s return to 
stage, after 10 years in pix, but also 
displays outstanding performance by 
Sister Gloria Clayton (formerly 
Blondell), as the innocent rival in a 
rather risque plot. 

Miss Blondell, slightly too restless 
and posing at times, is generally 
adept as a _ superficial mercenary. 
Patric Knowles handles his job 
nicely in supporting role. 
characters are well cast. On the 
whole, play has good possibilities 
for Broadway. Elimination of some 
of the situations and lines, which 
Hollywood would demand, kills it 
for pictures. 

A. H. Woods is making thc pres- 
entation, by arrangement with film 
star Dick Powell, Miss Blondell’s 
husband. Other stops, after Frisco, 
are planned for Los Angeles and 
Chicago prior to Broadway. Rivers. 


Merry Wives Swing It 
Hollywood, June 14. 


Musical comedy in three acts, five scenes, 
Presented by George Houston and Theatre 
Arts, Inc., at El Capitan in Hollywood, 
June 14, °40; based on Shakespeare’s 
‘Merry Wives of Windsor’ and opera by 
Nicolai; lyrics and libretto, Houston and 
Dr. Hugo Strelitzer; special music and 
lyrics, Ann Ronell; dialog, Houston and 
Donald Alden; musical arrangements, 
Lothar Perl; musical director, Dr. 
Strelitzer. 

Cast: Virginia Card, George Houston, 
George Burnson, Gueneth Omeron, Maurice 
Winthrop, Johnny, Silver, John Brante, 
Edna Robinson, Péggy Wynne, Jane Sale, 
John Lee, Ernest Mishens. 





Some weeks ago Lys Angeles City 
College, breeding ground of amateur 
theatricals, really overstepped itself 
and staged a musical of pretentious 
proportions. Taking its cue from 
‘Mikado in Swing’ and the steady 
click of ‘Meet the People,’ with a 
cast of unknown but exuberant 
youngsters, the works were shot. 
The piece spread with such magnifi- 
cence (for City College) that the 
ery soon went up for more stage 
room. An angel was rustled up and 
the El Capitan was rented. 

As commercial theatre, the mu- 
sical, which jumps around between 
operatic rendition and _ straight 
dialog, is lacking in too many ele- 
ments to successfully .ape either 
‘Mikado’ or ‘People.’ Entertainment 
quality is reduced to such juvenile 


standards that adults will be prone | 
to snicker at its childishness. Some | 
of the music is tuneful and its pur- | 


veyance passable, but the over-all 
results are not conducive to sus- 
tained support at the wicket. 

Cast standout is Virginia Card, 
who was last seen in ‘Very Warm 
for May.’ She has a good comedy 
sense and gets her songs over in 
nice style. George Houston played 


the Falstaff role onening night due 
to illness of John Ellis, and gave it | 
George Burn- 
son and Gueneth Omeron fill the 
other dominant roles satisfactorily 
enough, but the dated lines and 
business nullify their intense efforts 
Chorus of 15 is 


a sprightly etching. 


to make a go of it. 
both amateurish and unattractive. 
= Helm. 


Tattle-Tales -of 1940 


a 
Los Angeles, June 14. 
Revue in two acts; 
Laughlin at the Mayan, Los Angeles, June 


14, °40; staged and directed by Jack Laugh- 
lin; lyrics by Cliff Dixon; music by Bobb 


Coulton: sketches by 


Other | 


presented by Jack 


teams. one of which good-naturedly 
| pokes fun at the Veloz and Yolanda 
| technique for surefire laughs. Fun- 
makin’ of Lee Murray and his tipsy 
routine, Phil Arnold’s screwy com- 
-edy, and ballroom burlesque dancers, 
| Douglass and Doreane, amply take 
care of the farcing end of revue. | 
| Billy Jack pleases with his 


- Current Road Shows 


(Week of June 17) 





—Geary, San Francisco. 


‘Life With Father’—Blackstone, | 

Chicago. 
‘Meet the People’—Playhouse, 
Hollywood. 
‘Tattle Tales’—Mayan, Los An-) 
geles. 


‘The Merry Wives Swing It’—Fl 
Capitan, Hollywood. 








| dancing accordion novelty, ably 
'abetted by bumps of Elenea Dervugo, 
who also solos a rhumba routine. 
Joyce Reimer did her rope act at 
i this catching under handicap of an | 
|injured leg and was warmly ap- 
plauded for her pluck. ; 
Lee Trent worked hard in chief 
| juvenile spot for modest results, 
| Jade Rhodora is a shapely terper 
‘specializing in exotic movements. 
inger Britton, curvaceous blonde, 
is used mostly in the blackouts. 
Femme chorus has personality, looks 
and enthusiasm to helo make up for 
inadequate staging. The costumers 
haven't done so badly by girls, but 
why some of the male principals are 
garbed in baby blue satin britches 
|when not doing chorus work is a 


| mystery. ’ 

| Of the songs. ‘Tattle Tale’ and 
‘Optical Illusion’ are the best. ‘I 
| Spent an Evening in Heaven’ needs 
| yeices, but is helped by solo dance 
| of Patricia Jackson. | 
| 
‘Ebsens’ Strawhat Tour; 

| Also Trying New Play 

Vilma and Buddy Ebsen, who 
closed at the Paramount, N. Y., last 
night (Tuesday), open Friday (21) 
for a single week at the Chicago the- 
atre, Chicago, then make a full-sum- 
mer tour of the strawhat circuit. In 
the fall they hope to do a legit mu- 
sical being written for them by Rob- 
ert Emmett Dolan (husband of Vil- 
ma) and John Whedon. Dolan is 
doing the score and Whedon writing 
the book. No production setup is 
arranged. 

First strawhat date will be ‘The 
Poor Nut’ at Ivoryton, Conn., the 
week of July 15, with Buddy making 
his legit debut in a straight part. 
Vilma will not be in it. Pair are next 
to do ‘Elmer the Great’ at New Hope, 
|Pa.; Ogunquit, Me., and Deer Lake, 
|Pa., and will then tryout ‘A Little 
| Knowledge,’ by Walter Casey and 
{Murdock Pemberton, at Stamford, 
|Conn. Except for the dates elsewhere 
in ‘Elmer,’ Vilma will be a regular 
member of the Stamford company. 

Pair have a couple of Hollywood 
offers for the fall, but won’t take 
{them unless the Dolan-Whedon mu- 
sical fails to come through. Dolan, 
currently the pit conductor for 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ is also active 
in radio, and has done considerable 
composing. 

















Strawhat Review 
Some Call It Madness 


Great Neck, N. Y., June 18. 
Comedy in three acts by Edith Ellis: | 
staged by the author; . setting, Willis | 
Knighton; presented by the Players’ The- | 











atre of New York at the Chape! theatre, 
Great Neck, N. Y¥., June 17, °40, for one 


week. 

RIN s 60555 5:6.08 605005050565 Dennis Hoey 
Pre ree eee Ann Tyrrell 
Van Dusen Oliver........ William Thornton 
ge lL rrr rer Jean Adair 
are ee Natalie Farmer 
Alicia Van Dusen Oliver....... Ellis Baker 
es See Peggy Converse 
BORN ION WM + 4:6:5:04800006 Morgan James ! 
BEUETAY TRIER sc cectecnsss William Mowrs 
Rosika Lagusl...cccccccceces: Judith Magee 
| Jom OVOP... cccccccccccces Maurice Burke 
|; Camera Mam.......sescceees George Spelvin 





This play is built upon the in- 
triguing idea of regenerating a so- 
cially boorish family after it goes 
on the rocks financially. It revolves 
around’ the Olivers, of whom the 
only one profitably employed at the 
rise of the curtain is John, the 
father, capably played by Maurice 
Burke. 

Although he has spent 25 years of | 
sincere effort to retain the valuable | 
Oliver Clock Works, which he in- | 
herited, the firm oes into the hands 
of a receiver. Just how this affects 
his flighty wife, his two beautiful | 
but parisitic daughters, and his over- 
indulging son is demonstrated in the | 
attractive morning-room_ set in|} 
which all of the action occurs. | 

A press agent, Murray Baldwin | 
(William . Mowry), who has been | 
hired by Mrs. Oliver, played by Ellis | 
Baker, is appointed ‘receiver for the | 
family’ by the business-weary head | 
of the clan and he proceeds to put | 
each member to work. Mrs. Oliver | 
is publicized into prominence as | 
an arbiter of home decoration and | 
her services sold to a firm specializ- | 
ing in drapery; the son is glamorized | 
as a millionaire taxi driver; the | 
elder daughter, Gloria, is placed with | 
a dress shop as a lure for socialites, | 
and the younger one has herself | 
elected cafe society’s favorite of the | 
year, which leads to a film offer. | 

The situation is punctuated by | 
Ana, the foreign maid, who makes 
enough money in the stock market 
to buy the Oliver home, and by 
Stringham, the ‘British’ butler from | 
New Jersey, who decides suddenly | 
to retire and devote his efforts to | 
running a school for the instruction | 
of ‘British’ butlers. 

As a whole, the play is fairly well 





Legit Cues 








Helen Twelvetrees guesting in ‘His 
Wife’s Holiday’ this week at the 
Civic theatre, Portland. Me. 

Bayard Veiller unproduced new 
|play, ‘The Girl Who Used Her 
Thumb,’ will be retitled. 


June Walker is _ understudying 
Dorothy Stickney in ‘Life With 
| Father,’ at the Empire, N. Y. 

The Warren P. Munsells (he’s the 
Theatre Guild’s general manager) 
have returned to their farm near 
New Brunswick, N. J. 





| 


Jimmy Roland replacing Buddy 
Beuhler in Chi company of ‘Life 
With Father.’ 


Edmund Dursey who plays the 
butler in ‘Separate Rooms’ (Ply- 
mouth) got a charley-horse from 
rushing across stage, a third act bit. 

Ruth Richmond, chorus Equity 
head, is a crack golf player of the 





Laughlin and Bobb | Englewood country club. 


Freeman; dances originated and staged by | 


Laughlin; “To Be or Not to Be’ by Harry 
and Pauline Carroll; ‘Garden in Encino’ by 


Harry and Pauline Carroll and Al Pianta 
dosi; arrangements by Charles Rudy. 
Cast: Harriette Ann Collard, 


Arnold, Lee Murray, Fran Urbin, 


Rhodora, David Durand, Darlene Garner, 
Frank Gregory, Vivi, Patricia Jackson, 
Lois Lee, Sally Jennings, Douglass and 


Doreane, Elenea Dervugo, Sonia Lawrence, 
Edith Wilson, Billy Jack, Dolores Gay. 


Too much material, and _ not 
enough of it good, plus a lack of 
singing voices, are stumbling blocks 
in wav of a successful run for Jack 
Laughlin's ‘Tattle-Tales of 1940.’ 
General tightening of good spots and 
elimination of the bad will give 
revue a stride that will help. Pep- 
ping up of arrangements and more 
orchestra rehearsals are also needed. 
Most of its comedy is old, but 
proven, and drew plenty of laughs 
opening night. Production of mu- 
sical numbers was woefully bad, a 
draggy orchestra and weak vocals 
offering too much of a handicap to 
some tuneful songs. 

Revue is a series of blackouts, 
some very blue; specialties, sketches 
and songs. Easily the top specialty 
of show is ballroom team of Don 
and Sally Jennings. Pair are slick 
gliders, have several good interpre- 
tations and three satires on other 
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Robert 
Freeman, Lee Trent, Bill Robb, Don Jen- | 
nings. Ginger Britton, Joyce Reimer, Phil 
Jade 


Paul Dullzell, treasurer of Equity, 
celebrated 66th birthday last Thurs- 
. | day (13). 

Saul Abraham managing the sum- 
mer stock at Maplewood, N. J. 

George Abbott. currently pro- 
ducing-directing ‘Too Many Girls’ 
for RKO on the Coast, is reading 
the new Lawrence Riley play, ‘Re- 
turn Engagement.’ He authored 
‘Personal Appearance.’ 

Julius Colby, drama critic-reporter 
of N. Y. Journal of Commerce, going 
to a Long Island resort to convalesce 
from serious illness. His wife, 
— legit actress, understudying 

im. 

Cy Gross, playwright, assistant di- 
rector of the Cornell summer drama 
school. 

Lorenz Hart tossed party for cast 
of ‘Higher and Higher’ after the 
closing performance at the Shubert, 
N. Y., Saturday night (15). 

Ina Claire contributing 10% of 
her strawhat salaries to the Red 
Cross. 

Daphne Vane, ballerina in ‘Keep 
off the Grass,’ at the Broadhurst, 
N. Y., injured her leg and was tem- 
porarily out of the cast. Was re- 


Paul 
Corp. 





Lewis, of Columbia Concerts 





placed by Harriet Henning, wife of | 


constructed, but several act and 
scene climaxes are mis lacéd and | 
the final curtain falls on a rather | 
| weak ending. Dialog tells a story, | 
however, it lacks the sparkle needed 
| to lift this class B comedy into the 
| higher brackets. 
| Jean Adair, as Miss Dinwiddie, 
i secretary to Oliver, lends a deft 
touch to her comic characterization, | 
and Morgan James does some effec- | 
tive mugging as a drunken youth | 
dragged home by Peggy Converse, | 
who portrays the younger daughter. | 
| Dennis Hoey does a_suave job as | 
ithe butler. Natalie Farmer’s voice | 
is too subdued to lend the forceful | 
emphasis for which the script calls 
|in several places and Ann Tyrrell 
is excellent as the maid. 
| As it stands, there’s nothing here | 
|for Broadway, but it might have a 
'chance with hvvoed dialog and a 
| stronger cast. Story is okay for nic- | 
| tures. Gilb. 


} 
} 





| Dues Exemption 
| _—. Continued from page 41 











|payment until such time that they 
' reappear on the stage. 

| Leaders realize that Equity faces 
ia dwindling membership total, par- 


| ticularly because of the provisional 
lexemptions allowed by the two 
|Classe$ of non-dues payers. It’s be- 
| lieved that changing the regulations 
| has beeri considered. Changes would | 
| reduce the number of players ‘out of | 
benefit,” the phrase used in Equity in | 
| reference to those ineligible to vote, | 
but the paucity of jobs has mitigated 
| against such action. 
| When some 900 members in Holly- | 
| wood applied for withdrawal cards 
early in the season, it was one of the 
heaviest socks to the association’s in- 
come since it was organized. Chances 
of part of that group returning to 
Broadway, say, for next season, in 
the event that picture production is 
/curtailed, has given cause for specu- 
lation. Repatriates would most 
likely return to good standing. It 
depends, however, on the amount of 
legit production next season. And 
that’s a moot question. Many of those 
on the Coast have settled down, with 
ino intention of coming back to 
| Broadway. 


i 





Goodbye to Love’ (Joan Blondell) 


,ard Warrington score, 
_ing of Bob Lawrence, a Paul White- 


James Gillis, Al Downing and Fred- 


, week Sunday (16) and grossed an 


Inside Stuf—Legit 


After postponing his Broadway departure for the Coast one week, B. G. 
(Buddy) De Sylva was given a sendoff when he entrained last Thursday 





| (13). Many in the companies of his brace of musicals, ‘Du Barry Was a 


Lady’ (46th Street) and ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Imperial) were at the sta- 
tion, orehestra from the latter attraction supplying a musical farewell. Be- 
fore he left New York, De Sylva gave instructions to keep both musicals 
running through the summer regardless of developments. 


‘Du Barry’ pulled a strong comeback last week after dropping and is 


' among the leading Gotham grossers. ‘Purchase,’ which recently opened, is 
| leading the list and is regarded as a cinch to play well into next season. 


De Sylva, in leaving word that the engagements are to be indefinite, as- 
sures the employment of 350 people through the summer. The duo of 
musicals are his first presentations since he entered the managerial field 
last fall. 


When the production for ‘Du Barry’ was paid oft, the showman raised 


' the chorus pay from $40 to $45 weekly. Several principals, too, have been 
' getting upped salaries. Bert Lahr and Ethel Mérman, who top the cast, are 


on percentage and guarantees. Some reports are that Miss Merman may 
not tour with the show next season. There is mention of Mae West stepping 
into her part. 





' Justice Bernard L. Shientag in the New York supreme court Monday 
(17), dismissed half of Amedeo Passeri’s suit against the Select Operating 
Corp., American Guild of Musical Artists, Inc., Fortuno Gallo [ne., San 


, Carlo Opera Inc., and 39 individuals. The part of the action dismissed, 


sought $100,000 and claimed that AGMA conspired with the other defend- 
ants to cause a number of singers signed by the plaintiff to breach con- 
tracts with him. 

Passeri claims to have hired the Shubert’s Boston Opera House Sept. 14, 


| 1938, for a month stay. He signed a number of sit.gers for the season in- 


cluding several members of the Metropolitan Opera Co. but was ejected 
from the theatre Sept. 16. He seeks $50,000 on this count. The second, and 
dismissed plea, may be restated and refiled within 20 days. Lastly another 
$50,000 is sought for alleged defamatory matter spread by Gallo. Gallo is 
also accused of having started a false suit against the plaintiff, and having 
attached property of Passeri’s. 





Hugh J. Ward, one of the best known showmen in Australia, is cele- 
brating his 40th year as a citizen of the Antipodes. Ward who is 68, and is 
referred to as the dean of the Australian theatre, started as an American- 
born actor and rose to become managing director of the J. C. Williamson, 
Ltd., enterprises. He resigned that post to organize his own circuit in 
association with the Fullers. 

Ward's first appearance Down Under was in a company which played ‘A 
Trip to Chinatown.’ He has always been a worker for charity, particularly 
in raising funds for war relief. That applied during the first world war 
and he is again active in the present emergency. He is said to have con- 
tributed 50% of his income during the first conflict. 





Robert Emmett Dolan, radio and legit conductor, may have to undergo 
an operation as a result of breaking a blood vessel in his throat. Unable to 
talk even in a whisper, he is nevertheless carrying on as pit batoner for 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ at the Imperial, N. Y., but has to give his instructions 
in pantomime or by written note. 

Trouble started with an attack of laryngitis and the blood vessel was 
ruptured when Dolan further strained his voice to make himself heard. 


Operation may not be necessary if he doesn’t try to speak for at least two 
weeks. 





Bobby Crawford is on the staff for the Al Jolson musical currently 
called both ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ and ‘Wha-Hoo,’-due to open at the Cass, 
Detroit, June 30, and booked into the Grand Opera House, Chicago, July 7. 
His duties are of an advisory nature, Understood that in addition to salary, 
he is to receive a percentage of the profits. 

Show is being produced by Jolson and Georgie Hale. Crawford’s ‘Sep- 
arate Rooms’ (‘Thanks For My Wife’ on the Coast) is a summer holdover 


now at the Plymouth, N. Y., featuring Alan Dinehart, Glenda Farrell and 
Lyle Talbot. 


Madge Kennedy and her husband, William Hanley, motored from the 
Coast to New York last week to see the World’s Fair and Broadway 
shows. Former legit star reiterated to friends that she has definitely re- 
tired from the stage. She was offered the femme lead in a ‘Life With 
Father’ company, but declined. 

The Hanleys have a home in Beverly Hills and Miss Kennedy says she 
is quite contented with domestic life. Only an exceptional offer would 
lure her back to the footlights. 








Hugh Ellsworth has taken over Jose Limon’s ballet and dance assign- 
ments in ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Broadhurst, N. Y. Limon has a stomach 
irritation and was ordered to rest by his doctor. Hoofer will probably be 
out of the show for three weeks or more. 

Successor is from the chorus of ‘Grass.’ In taking over he’ll receive more 
than double the weekly salary of $40 he has been receiving. 





Laurence Schwab is due back in N. Y. from Florida next month, after 
a long rest which his physician ordered when he took ill in Gotham last 
fall. He may present a straight play next season, although there are no 
definite plans. 


Producer will not attempt a musical, feeling that type of attraction de- 


| mands too much energy. 


Cass Daley, Timberg, Jr., 
Score in St. L. ‘Marietta’ 


St. Louis, June 18. 
Victor Herbert’s ‘Naughty Mariet- 
ta,” last presented in the Municipal 
Theatre Assn’s al fresco theatre in 
Forest Park in 1933, returned for a 
one-week stand last night (Monday), 
but threats of rain held down at- 

tendance to approximately $3,500. 
Rosemarie Brancato as Marietta 
and Robert K. Shafer as Capt. Rich- 
The bariton- 

















Legit Followup 














‘The Man Who Came to Diuner,’ 
currently in its 36th week at the 
Music Box, N. Y., is one of the shows 
that seem more welcome amidst the 
gathering gloom from the interna- 
tional situation. Its loony antics may 
not quite wipe dire thoughts out of 
mind, but at least chase them into 
the background briefly. Even the 
fact that many of the laugh lines 
have been given wide currency by 
word-of-mouth doesn’t seem to viti- 
ate them in the theatre. Monty 
Woolley’s performance has Lost little 
of its edge, while Edith Atwater. Ca- 
role Goodner and Mrs. Priestly Mor- 
rison also hold up well, but some of 
the Others have suffered the in- 
evitable broadening of a long run 
About half the cast seem to have 
colds, which is a switch on the cus- 
tomary practice of audiences cough- 
ing at the actors. However, the show 


man discovery, also won the open- 
ing house. In support are Joseph 
Macaulay, Mary Hopple, Ruth Urban, 


erick Persson. 

Comedy roles are capable handled 
by Cass Daley and Herman Timberg, 
Jr., both making debuts in this play- 
house. Miss Daley socks with her 


comic rendition of ‘The Last Time Till 
I Fall in Love.’ Ballet soloists are 





| Lee Christiensen and Gisella Caccia- |T®™4ins a real howl. Hobe. 
| lanza. A a cs 
‘The American Way,’ which opened | estimated $40,090. Spotty weather 


the local outdoor season with a two- 


hurt during first week. but piece fin- 
week engagement, wound up second 


ished with total take of approximate- 
ly $70,000. 
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Michael Whalen-Sylvia Field Top Cast 


For ‘Comedy, Elitch Gardens Opener 





Denver, June 18. 

Elitch Gardens theatre opens Sun- 
d@ay night (23) for a 10-week season, 
changing weekly. Leads are Michael 
Whalen and Sylvia Field, with rest 
of cast Brandon Peters, Helen Bon- 
fils, Ruth Lee, Viola Roache, Mary 
Howes, Millard Mitchell, Frances 
Compton and Lucian Self, who also 
will act as stage manager. _ 

George Somnes, husband of Miss 
Bonfils, returns for his fourth con- 
secutive year as director. The open- 
ing play is ‘No Time for Comedy.’ 

Ethe! Barrymore's Barn Bow 

Ethel] Barrymore made a success- 
ful strawhat season start in ‘The 
School for Scandal,’ at Maplewood, 
N. J., last week. Attraction grossed 
approximately $6,000 at $1.10 top in 
the evenings and 55c for matinees. 
Star’s deal with the house called for 
20*% of the gross, with a guarantee 
of $500. 

Arrangement, which is said to ap- 
ply to other rural show shops, also 
provides that the house also pay 
salaries of the supporting cast. 
‘Scandal’ is touring as a unit show 
and, under a recent Equity ruling, 
when such productions are played, 
the company’s permanent six play- 
ers are also paid salaries though lay- 
ing off, unless the unit shows play 
prior to the season's start or after 
ii ends. Miss Barrymore's bookings 
in the sticks extend for 13 weeks. 





Strawhats Woe Philly Patrons 
Philadelphia, June 18. 
Philly playgoers who don’t mind 
doing a little traveling won't have 
any scarcity of theatre fare this 
summer, even though all local legit 
houses are closed until Labor Day. 
Both the Bucks County Playhouse 
group at New Hope, and the just- 
organized Princeton Summer Thea- 
tre outfit at the McCarter theatre, 
Princeton, are making a strong play 
fo: Philadelphia patronage. — 


The competition promised by the 
Princeton group has already spurred 
the Bucks County group to in- 
crease advertising in local papers, 
and both organizations are making 
the regular Tuesday rounds of Philly 
drama desks as if they were ap- 
pearing in downtown houses. 
Bucks County Playhouse already has 
seats on sale at two prominént local 
department stores. 





Add: Strawhat Bookings 


Additions and changes in the 
strawhat tryout list published in 
last week’s Variety include the fol- 
lowing: 

June 206 (tomorrow): 
Shades,’ by Bess Breene, at the Bar- 
ter theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

June 24: ‘Mazeppa,’ by H. M. 
Miller, at the County theatre, Suf- 
fern, N. Y. 

July 8: ‘Cafeteria,’ by 
Georgie, at Suffern. 

“You Can't Have Your Cake,’ by 
Marian Grant and William Lynn, at 
Parrish Memorial Hall, Southamp- 
ton, L. I. 

July 24: ‘Lot's Wife,’ by 
Blackmore, at Spring Lake, N. J. 

July 29: ‘Crazy with the Heat,’ 
revue with score by Rudi Revil, 
Buck Warnick and Walter Nones, 
and sketches by John La Touche and 
Randolph Carter, at the Red Barn 
theatre, Locust Valley. L. I., and 
‘River Gambler,’ by Walter Armit- 
age, at Suffern. 

Aug. 5: ‘O Frabjous Day, by Sid- 
ney Field at Suffern: ‘Always Ro- 


Leyla 


mance,’ by and with Taylor Holmes, | 
Cam- | 


at the Pine Grove theatre, 
bridge Springs. Pa.; ‘Port Andrew,’ 
by R. L. Duffus, novelist and N. Y. 
— book-reviewer, at Locust Val- 
ey. 


Aug. 19: ‘Many Happy Returns,’ by 


S. K. Lauren, at the Spring Lake 
(N. J.) Community playhouse, and 
‘African Vineyard,’ by Gladys Unger 
and Walter Armitage, at the County 
theatre, Suffern. 

Aug. 26: ‘Wind in the Sails’ (form- 
erly ‘New World Forward’) by Dan 
Totheroh, at Spring Lake. 

Aug. 29: ‘Walls of Jericho’ (ten- 
tative title), by R. L. Duffus, at New 
England playhouse, Ridgefield, Conn. 

Sept. 2: ‘Salute Tomorrow,’ by 
Marjorie Leonard, at Suffern. 


Chariotte Theatre’s Plans 


Charlotte, N. C., June 18. 
Plans are underway for making 





the Waterside theatre, Fort Raleigh. | 


a more permanent structure oer | 
the annual summer presentation 
of Paul Green’s ‘The Lost Colony,’ 
which opens its fourth season June 
29. Historical drama is presented in 
connection with Roanoke Island’s | 
anniversary celebrations. 

Pilings which support the stage 
over Roanoke Sound are being re- 
moved and replaced by more per- | 
manent materials. The _ stockade, 
cabins and most of the seats, which | 
were made of pine, are being rapidly | 
replaced by cedar and other stronger | 
wood. When the theatre was first | 
built, it was planned only for a single 
summer season, | 


FATHER’ STILL 


i 








LIVELY 146, CH 
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Chicago, June 18. | 

Legit is being kept alive by ‘Life | 
with Father,’ which is rolling along | 
in good boxoffice fashion, and which | 


Was upped in its 17th week to a nifty | 
$14,000 at the Blackstone. Gradua- | 
tion had much to do with the up- | 
swing, as did a considerable drop in | 
the thermometer. 

Harry Forwood has done an effec- | 
tive publicity and press job in the | 
past couple of weeks. putting through | 
a tie-up with the Caron-Pirie-Scott | 
department store which gave the! 
show full poster mention in all the | 
windows. 


UNCERTAIN QUORUMS 











The | 


‘Roller | 


Peter | 


Chorus Equity finally held its an- 
nual meeting Friday (14) at the Edi- | 
| son hotel, New York, after it was 


| postponed for lack of a quorum. Pre- | 


| viously, a quarterly session was 
| called off because the required num- 
| ber of 25 members failed to attend. 
; It is proposed that hereafter in- 
| formal sessions in the chorus office 
supplant prescribed meetings, there- 
by doing away with useless expenses 
in connection with cancelled ses- 
sions. 

Chorus leaders expressed annoy- 


to attend meetings. Almost invari- 
ably those having jobs have hedged 
when asked to make an appearance, 
retorting with the query ‘why don’t 
you ask members who are not work- 
ing.’ It’s claimed that a quorum was 


tually pleaded that they show up. 
Average chorine appears to be in- 


ment and getting paid, affairs of the 
association being ignored. 


—~ 


centage of chorus members are 
working, principal points of engage- 
ments being the N. Y. World's Fair, 
Los Angeles, St. Louis and Louis- 
ville, all three latter points having 
open air operettas. 





Strawhat Tryouts 





(THIS WEEK) 
(Opened Monday (17), unless other- 
wise noted) ‘ 
Passed This Way.’ bv 
at Starlight theaire, 


‘A Lady 
_James Hagan, 
Pawling, N. Y. 
| ‘Roller Shades,’ bv Bess 
at Barter theatre, Abingdon, 
opens tomorrow (20). 

‘Some Call It Madness.’ by Edith 
| Ellis, at Chapel playhouse, Great 
Neck, L. I. 


| (NEXT WEEK) 
(Opening June 24, unless otherwise 
noted) 

‘Astonished Ostrich,’ U. S. preem 
'of Archie Menzies’ London comedy, 
| at Ivoryton (Conn.) playhouse. 
| ‘Mazeppa,” by H. *i. Miller, at 
' County theatre, Suffern, N. Y. 

‘Mum’s the Word,’ Jimmy Savo’s 
one-man revue, with one musical 
‘number by Rodgers and Hart, at 
| Ogunquit (Me.) playhouse. 
| ‘Poet’s Corner,” by and with Vin- 
icent Price, at Lakewood theatre. 
| Showhegan, Me. 

‘Two Weeks with Pay.’ revue as- 
| sembled by Ted Fetter and Richard 
'Lewine, at Ridgeway theatre, White 
Plains, N. Y. 


Breene, 
Va.. 


CUE C.E. MEET CHANGE | 20,917 


Equity members, including regular | 


‘MILL’ 19G, FRISCO 





‘Goodbye te Love’ and ‘Oscar Wilde’ 


Moving In 





San Francisco, June 18. 

A month’s run of light opera 
closed Jast week at the Curran with 
Victor Herbert’s ‘Red Mill’ finishing 
off to a $19,000 gross. 

The Geary, dark last week as re- 
sult of postponement of ‘Goodbye to 
Love,’ opens Monday (17) in com- 
petition to ‘Oscar Wilde,’ opening at 
Curran. 


LEGIT’S 5!4 WK. 
AVERAGE FOR 
1939-40 


Legit actors were employed an 
average of less than five-and-a-half 
weeks on Broadway during the 1939- 
40 season, a survey indicates. That 
includes all Equity members, 
whether in straight shows or mu- 
sicals, but does not include Chorus 
Equity members, eomprising chorus 
girls and male ensemble dancers. 

Average employment for Chorus 
Equity members is difficult to esti- 
mate, principally because the or- 
ganization’s membership is such a 
fluid one. Many chorus girls appear 
in a single show and, although tech- 
nically remaining members of 
Chorus Equity, are inactive there- 
after as far as employment goes. 
However, according to a rough esti- 
mate, Chorus Equity members were 
employed on Broadway an average 
of around two-and-a-third weeks 
each. 

The 85 new productions and hold- 
over shows during the 1939-40 sea- 
son played a total of 990 weeks. 
That meant a total of approximately 
weeks’ employment for all 








cast members, understudies, stage 


| Managers, etc. 


good standing, 





| 
j 
| 


| 
| 
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‘Purchase’ Still Topper at $33,000 
As B'way Ups Despite War Situash: 
‘Du Barry’ Nice 23446, ‘Hellz’ $24,000 





AWAIT VERDICT ON PAY 
SLASH TO PAULINE LORD 


A salary dispute between the man- 
agement of ‘Suspect’ and Pauline 
Lord, who starred in the drama, 
which played briefiy at the Play- 
house, N.Y., has not yet been ad- 
justed. Matter concerns a salary cut 
of $300 for.the third and final week 
of the Broadway engagement. Man- 
agement contends that the slice was 
orally agreed on with Miss Lord, 
who claims the reduction was to ap- 
plye only if the show continued at 
least another week. 

Equity, in representing the star, 
takes the stand that the deal calling 
for the cut should have been a writ- 
ten agreement. Ordinarily, when 
casts go on cut salaries, Equity must 
first assent but the regulation does 
not apply to starred or feature play- 
ers, who may make their own ar- 
rangements in such instances. 

‘Suspect’ was originally presented 
on the Coast by Douglas MacLean 
and Arthur J. Beckhard. Money 
guaranteeing salaries was deposited 
with Equity’s Hollywood office: there 
is enough there to pay off the dis- 
puted sum to Miss Lord if she wjns 
the award. 








Although there are | 
only about 1,970 Equity members: in | 
there are around! 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (comedy), D (drama). R 
(revue), M (musical), F (farce), 
O (operetta). 


‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
(28th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). With 
better weather and conventionites in _ 
town, business jum $5,000: gross 
quoted close to $23,500; virtually ¢n- 
tire list improved, despite adverse 
war developments. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(91st week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Held 
its position as second to ‘Louisiana 
Purchase,’ again at $24,000; theatre 
parties helped; laugh revue may 
stick into autumn. 

‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Broadhurst 
(4th week) (R-1,142: $4.40). Should 
further improve; another laugh revue 
that should draw mong visitors: 
around $17,000, said to better even 
break. 

‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Miller (12th 
week) (D-940; $3.30). Attendance 
picked up, especialfy in the first half 
of last week, dipping Saturday (15) 
because of humid weather: rated 
over $8,500. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (32d 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Still selling 
out, with some standees all perform- 
ances; last week did slightly more 
than $18,500. ' 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperia] «3d 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Leading ait 
in point of gross and leader in de- 
mand at agencies, with standees at 
»+most performances: topped $33.000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (35th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
Picked up around $3,000. topping 
$16,000; figured holding over into 
next season ,although affected ad- 
versely recently. 





SENATE OKAYS 


| 
| 
| improved in new spot; went well 


| 


| 
Washington, June 18. 
Prospective new lease of iife for 


4,000 on the association’s books elig-| WPA Theatre Project bobbed up last 


ible for employment. During the week when, without a dissenting 
same 1939-40 season there was a total | 
of somewhere around 9,000 weeks’ | ™urmur, the Senate agreed to an 
employment from 1,857 jobs for the ;amendment proposed by the Senate 


3,875 members of Chorus Equity. Committee giving 


ances in attempting to get members | 


obtained after those interested vir- | 
terested only in having an engage- | 


This summer a considerable per- | 


| The above survey does not take 
| into consideration the road, which 
| had somewhat less playing weeks, 
and presumably also involved much 
| less total weeks’ employment be- 
cause of the generally-smaller casts 
for touring productions. It’s 


| used 


estimated that there were not more | 


| Appropriations 
ithespians the right to receive Fed- 


; eral assistance on the same basis as 


| workers on any other WPA under- 
| taking. 

Admitting the open hostility shown 
| by the House to the idea of spend- 


ing taxpayers’ money for the pro- 


| than 15.000 or 16,000 total weeks’ | duction .t shows employing out-of- 


} 
| employment for legit players on the | 
road. That would mean a maximum 
| Of about four additional weeks’ av- | 
| erage employment for Equity mem- | 
bers on tour. 
Of course summer theatre em-! 
ployment for actors has been in- 
| creasing rapidly 


| 
| 
} 


in recent. seasons, 
but it’s still a minor matter in vol- 
ume compared to Broadway. And 
| because of the low wage level pre- | 
| vailing in the strawhat field, means | 
viriually nothing toward an actor's | 
livelihood. For all but a handful | 
| of legit names, the stage is increas- | 
ingly becoming an expensive luxury. | 
| Most actors can afford to remain in | 
| the theatre only by earning their. 
real livelihood in some other field— ' 
occasionally pictures, but mostly 
radio, 


THREE MUSICALS FOR 
L. A., ‘PEOPLE’ $6,500 


Los Angeles, June 18. 

Town is all to the musicals this 
week, two of them reopening dark 
houses. Both ‘Tattle Tales of 1940’ 
at the downtown Mayan, and ‘The 
Merry Wives Swing It’ at Hollywood ! 
Ej Capitan tested their strength 
over the weekend with Friday night | 
(14) openings. 

Little disturbed, however, is ‘Meet 
the People,’ now in its seventh month 
and the biggest surprise in Coast | 
Jegit for years. Another $6,500. 

Estimates for Last Week 





‘The Merry Wives Swing It,’ El 
Capitan, Hollywood (lst wk) (M- | 
/1,560; $1.65). Did $1,500 for first 
three days. | 

‘Meet the People,’ Playhouse, 
Hollywood (23rd wk) (R-1,100; 
$1.65). There’s seemingly no stop- 


ping this one and Theatre Alliance 
is hopeful of keeping it going 
through the summer. Plenty of | 
punch left at $6,500. 

‘Tattle Tales of 1940,’ Mayan (Ist 
wk) ¢R-1.490; $1.10). Has the down- 
town sector all to itself. Teed off 
with okgy $1.000 for first four per- 
formances. on almost entirely serv- 
ice-charge passes. j 


| When the measure goes back to the 
| House the theatre project must again 


| viduals 


work actors and stage hands, Sena- 


|tor Alva Adams, Colorado Democrat, 


declared that.the prohibition in the 
House bill had been removed by the 
committee. 

‘Originally it was not the purpose 
of the WPA to put theatre projects 
in a preferred status,’ Adams told his 
colleagues, ‘but the House has put 
them on a prohibitive basis. Our 
idea is to put them on the same basis 
as any other project. In other words, 


if the city of Portland wants to estab- | 


lish a theatre project, it would pay 
the same percentage as if it wanted 
to build a bridge. It is the idea of 
the Senate not to. discriminate 
against or for a theatre project.’ 
Stormy path of the actors’ relief 
issue is by no means ended, however. 


run the gauntlet of an exceedingly 


| vocal group which has shown a tend- | 


ency to ridicule any suggestion that | 
stage people should receive Federal | 
benefits. 
refused to fall in with Senate sug- | 
gestions that jobless thespians should | 
be given an opportunity to earn aj 
living in their own profession, sub- | 
sidized by Federal] relief. 
hostile was this session, when House 


| ban was voted. 
Desire to remove prevailing dis- 


crimination against the Government 


| theatre project has been voiced by 
Col. F. C. Harrington, WPA head, 


but Harrington has eyed proposals of 


| Actors Equity (limiting jobs to indi- 
experience | 
| dating back to Oct. 31, 1934) in chilly 


with theatrical 


fashion. 





Barratt & Payne-Jennings | 
To Do ‘Returns’ in N.Y. 


Hollywood, June 18. 
‘Many Happy Returns.’ stage play 
by S. K. Lauren, has been bought by 
Watson Barratt 
Jennings for Broadway 
in Autumn. 
Lucille Watson ig slated to star. 


production 


Lower chamber last year | 


Even more , 


and Victor Payne- | 


‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (12th 
week) (C-1,075; $3.30). Using veri- 
‘ous types of cut-rate tickets, but 
making an operating profit; after 


; over $5,500. 
| “The Male Animal,’ Cort (23d 
| week) (C-964; $3.30). Like «some 
'others business improved early last 
| week, then eased, but there was fair 
gain in pace, with takings at $10,500. 
‘There Shall Be No Nicht,’ Alvin 
(7th week) (D-1,357: $3.30). Com- 
| manding excellent attedance; time- 
| liest drama in years srosse! c'ose to 
| $19,000; while not capacity, best 


| 
(349th 





| money among straight plays. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Lowest 
| scale on list; claimed to be getting 
| repeaters among visitors and aimed 
'through another summer; around 
| $4.000: gets by at that figure. 

‘Welk With Music.’ Barrymore (2d 
week) } (M-1,104; $3.30). Cast re- 
ported taking a cut. true also of 
other shows; new musical only draw- 


ing fair-trade; estimated around 
$11,000. 

ADDED 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (R- 


961; $1.65). Final and 134th week; 
intimate revue by labor unionists 
scored freak run, with modest op- 
erating cost the main factor; around 
$5,000; is a possibilitv to return with 
new material after touring. 


























“KEEP OFF THE GRASS” 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


EDDIE 
GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 
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WM. BROUDY, Auctioneer 
Selle Friday, June 21, 11 AM., 
at 144 Chambers Street, N. Y¥. C. 

-- LARGE STOCK - - 

(CONTAINED IN 3-STORY BLDG.) 


THEATRICAL COSTUMES 


STAGE SCENERY 
PROPS - FURNITURE - ANTIQUES 
| Fer informatien Tel. EVergreen &-2547 
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PM Makes Bow in N. Y. 


PM, the new N. Y. tabloid, pub- 
lished by Ralph McA. Ingersoll, 


made its bow yesterday (Tuesday) 
and its preview issue last Friday 
(14). Latter was in the nature of an 
inducement to subscribers. Some 
179,000 subscriptions came in as re- 
sult of a promotional piece of litera- 
ture sent out by Robert L. Bliss, as- 
sistant to the publisher. This is a 
3.7% return, deemed extraordinari- 
ly high, topping a previous publica- 
tion high mark set by Time with a 
2.4% yield. 


Brushoff 





The intense exploitation that 
has accompanied the debut, of 
PM was met yesterday (Tuesday) 
with a Page 1 brushoff in the 
N. Y¥Y. World-Telegram upon the 
new daily’s first official appear- 
ance. 

Under a one-line head, reading 
‘Forget Without Filing,’ the 
World-Telly’s acknowledgment of 
PM’s bow stated briefly: 

‘PM published its first issue to- 
day.’ 





The PM bunch brushes off any, 


: ® H | 
captious comment on its preview and ‘bought the disputed picture from 


first issues with the statement that 
‘perhaps the promotion was too good 
and the newspaper bunch expected 
something out of this world.’ It’s ad- 
mittedly an interesting production 
job, considering it’s a maiden effort, 
even discounting the several trial is- 
sues for intra-office training. 

The PM staff numbers 151, selected 
from 11,062 applications by sea- 
soned newspapermen. Unusual as a. 
news product is the highly person- 
alized character of the paper, with 
every squib and paragraph, in each 
department, carrying initials to iden- 
tify the reporter. 

Each department is self-contained, 
in a set numbersof pages. It’s an al- 
most inflexible although not a hard 
and fast rule, as for instance the war 
news which caused a quick revamp 








some person unknown to the mag’s 
personnel. The complaint charged | 
that the Life editor used the photo 
despite the fact that he knew the 
picture had been ‘bootlegged.’ 


A statement issued by Life de- 
clared that Chaplin’s attorneys knew 
well in advance of the initial print- 
ing of the June 17 issue of the mag’s 
intention to use the photo. Never- 
theless, it was charged, not until 
the first printing had come off the 
presses were the suit and injunetion 
entered. 

The suit, those in the know say, 
is remarkably coincidental to the 
preparations being made to ballyhoo 
the film. 





Downs’ Capitulation Beat 





in the very first issue as regards cer- 
tain departments. But the idea is 
that every department will number 
a fixed one, two or more pages, and 
be written, produced and made up 
by each department head. 

The non-advertising keynote is 
featured by ‘We Sell No Adver- 
tising’ as a bottom-running streamer. 


This is causing some uneasiness in | 


certain newspaper circles. PM 
sought to construe a crack by Win- 
chell in Monday’s (17) N. Y. Mirror, 
and an adjoining news story on the 
demise of the Hartford News daily, 
as a compliment. It may keynote 
other antagonistic 
newspaper reaction and, for that rea- 
son, PM has been fortifying itself 
with an intensive, advance radio 
buildup, including a commercial slot 
with a newscast type of program. In 
addition, its sundry byliners have 
been making assiduous guest-shot 
appearances on sundry radio pro- 
grams, cuffo, as a means to trailerize 
the new tab. 

Paper is a fixed 32 pages in size, 
Monday through Friday, and only 
doubled to 64 for a combo Saturday - 
Sunday weekend edition that sells 
for 10c. Weekday price is a nickel. 
Aim of the sheet eventually will be 
1,000,000 circulation; present print- 
ing facilities don’t permit more than 
300,000. Publication is at the old 
Brooklyn Eagle plant. : 

To date, exploitation costs for the 
daily are reported to have reached 
$300,000. The Compton agency is 
handling the advertising; Tom Fiz- 
dale is doing the publicity. Robert 
L. Bliss, as the daily’s promotion 
manager, is in direct supervision of 
the exploitation, while the over-all 
direction of the paper’s campaign is 
being handled by William Benton, 
former partner in the Benton & 
Bowles advertising agency, and 
presently vice-president of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, 


Benton’s affiliation with PM is a 


provisional one that permits him to] 

maintain his post at the university 
_ and at the same time handle his 
meapresent duties with the daily. 





Aftermath of Chaplin-Life Suit 


Aftermath of the $1,000,000 suit 
and injunction in New York by 
Charles Chaplin against Life is the 
imposition of a drastic rule by prac- 
tically all of the pic mags that re- 
leases from subjects pictured must 
accompany all photos offered for 
publication. Although that: had been 
a general rule, it’s now to be strictly 
enforced as a result of the Life- 
Chaplin situation. 

The suit was brought by the come- 
dian against Life because of the pub- 
lication of a full-page photo of the 
actor in the title role of his new 
film, ‘The Dictator.’ In the photo 
he resembles Adolf Hitler. It 
charged that publication of the pic- 
ture was unauthorized and had 
damaged ‘reasonable expectation’ of 


conventional |- 


Kenneth T. Downs. head of Inter- 
national News Service in France, 
\scored a beat Monday (17) on the 
| first report of the French request for 
| peace. New York headquarters has 
wirelessed him congratulations. Scoop 
preceded by at least seven hours any 
other such report. 

Several radio stations serviced by 
INS praised the beat, | typical of 
‘which was the wire from P. K. 
Ewing, of WDSU, New Orleans: 

« |. . We flashed this news 
at 10:38 (Central standard time) 
last night and followed with 
later details before signing off 
at midnight. Despite this, 
neither New Orleans paper had 
anything on the French capitu- 
lation in regular morning edi- 
tions, but both came out with 
extras at breakfast time with 
the. news.’ 





Hartford Offset Suspends 


Hartford’s experiment in photo 
offset newspaper production, The 
Hartford Newsdaily, on Friday (14) 
suspended publication. Announce- 
ment of the suspension was given 
by the sheet in a front page box 
| which stated that the paper is tak- 





CHATTER 

He says he’s going to tell all, with 
no punches pulled. 

It’s a boy at the Martin Good- 
mans, Father is magazine publisher. 

Charlie Blake ended long hospital 
siege.and set sail for Alaska to as- 
semble story material. 

Editorial department of Hale, 
Cushman & Flint ha: been taken 
over by Donald Cushman, who has 
replaced John S. Clapp. 

Ardis Smith, picture and legit 
reviewer for the Buffalo Evening 
News, confined to bed by accident 
in which he sustained broken foot. 

James Ronald, Scotch author of 
‘You Can't Hang Me,’ visiting in New 
York. British Army nixed him. Un- 
derstood to have a new book with 
him. 

Joe Sproul, who resigned as circu- 
lation manager of Red Star News 
Co., distributor, has joined Kable 
News Co., being stationed in New 
York. 

Andy Kelly, for many years film 
editor of the Washington Herald- 
Times, switched to Washington Star. 
Betty Hynes film editor of Herald- 
Times now. 

Allan R. Bosworth, whose stories 
have appeared in western pulps, has 
finally cracked the Satevepost with 
a full-length serial, ‘Wherever the 
Grass Grows.’ 

John Erskine to the Coast for lec- 
ture dates. He’s completing new 
novel, ‘Give Me Liberty,’ about Pat- 
rick Henry, which Stokes will pub- 
lish in the fall. 

Essandess holding up the publica- 
tion of Fred Schwed, Jr.’s ‘Where 
Are the Customer’s Yachts?’ feeling 
it’s not the sort of humor people 
would go for just now. 

Jean Aaberg, of Peoria, Ill., has 
authored a new book, “Don't Phone 
Mother,’ for young wives, due out 
in August by Penn Publishing Co. 
She also is the mother of a baby. 
Both firsts. 

Charlie Leith, after 25 years in 
newspaper work, has resigned as 
night city editor of tie Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette to become Chief Clerk 
in Allegheny County District Attor- 
ney’s office. 

J. Bryan III quits his Satevepost 
associate editorship this week, hav- 
ing resigned to devote himself ex- 
clusively to creative writing. Has a 
circus play he wants to complete, 
also a Hollywood film executive bid. 

Edwin Guy, of L. C. Page & Co., 
off on a year’s leave of absence in 
the south. Same firm is rushing work 
on a new book about South America 
by Marion Lansing. Deal set by 
Mary R. Walsh, authors’ rep. 

Only known daily in country, 
without syndicate outlet, to send its 





ing a summer vacation and would 
' probably reorganize and start pub- 
| lication again early in September. 

Paper had published 89 editions 
before suspension. In its box edito- 


| rial, 
'come back in a new form. Main 
complaint of the paper—which de- 
voted much space to pictures and 
features—by townspeople was that 
it didn’t give enough for its sale 
price of 5c. Published 16 pages 
daily. 

Suspension of the paper came on 


in New York. 





Hoan Sues Daily for 100G 


A $100,000 libel suit brought 
|against The Milwaukee Journal by 
| the city’s former mayor, Daniel W. 
Hoan, was begun Monday (17) be- 
fore circuit judge Otto H. Briden- 
bach and a jury of eight women and 
four men. 

Hoan alleges that in an interview 
| with F. A. Leighton, former mayor 
'of Sheboygan Falls., Wis., The Jour- 
nal published what appeared to the 





|charging Roan with being responsi- 
| ble for the bombing of a number of 


| Milwaukee buildings by Idsy Ruth- | 
kowski, ‘the mad bomber,’ in 1988. | 





Elizabeth Yates in U.S.A. 
Elizabeth Yates, American author, 


| recently returned from several years , 


jin England, has brought out ‘Quest 
| in the Northland,’ published in this 
, country by Alfred Knopf, Inc. Origi- 
nally it was published in England. 

| Locale is Iceland. 





paper claimed that it would) 


& $5,000,000 profit from the film. lek dic GEE, ceeaaee” toed 

Chaplin's injunction caught the’ sentative of London, is war casual- 
weekly after some 1,600,000 copies of | ty, having gone down with the Brit- 
the June 17 issue, containing the | ish destroyer, Exmouth. A number 
disputed picture, had already been | of his clients have hat their books 





shipped out of its Chicago and Phila- 
delphia printing points, and with 
1,200,000 still to go out of New York. 
The Chaplin picture was pulled out 
of the latter and one of Henry Ford 
substituted. 

It was claimed by Chaplin's at- 
torneys that it had a letter written 
by Paul Peters, associate editor of 
Life, stating that the weekly had 


| published in this country through 
| Mary R. Walsh, Boston literary 
agent. 

The firm is carrying on with Miss 
Walsh. 





LITERATI OBITUARY 
Ira B. Jones, Jr., editor of The 
' Lancaster (S. C.) News, died June 13 
j at his home in Lancaster. 


the eve of the appearance of PM! 


average reader to be an accusation | 


own man to front as a war cor- 
respondent is Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette, Paul Block sheet, which dis- 
patched Ray Sprigle to France via 


ie last week. 


James S. Pooler, VarrEty’s Detroit 
mugg whose ‘Herself’ was included 
in the Edward J. O’Brien collection 
of the ‘Best Short Stories of 1940,’ 
moved from film editor back to local 
staff of the Detroit Free Press. 
Frank P. Gill takes over former post. 





Airlines 


Continued from page 2 














A large, floppy-brimmed straw hat 
with a pink ribbon on it. She’s had 
it three years, loves it, puts a new 
ribbon on it every year and wouldn’t 
have lost it for the world. But it 
got lost. AA’s L&F Dept. went to 
work immediately, but whether the 
Lost .was Found was not reported. 
Spec 

Visiting firemen who lined the rail 
| of the Observation Deck went home 
| last week convinced that the Air- 
| port is the place to see-lebrities. 








All in the course of a few hours, 
}and all on one airline, American, | 


to describe it, he paused for a long 
moment and finally said he thought 
it was ‘a Negroic rumba—plenty of 
rhythm, boy.’ Calloway played 
Knoxville the previous Thursday 
night, abandoned his band, hopped 
to New York, did the business here, 
and then returned to his lads. 

Off for the same date went Buddy 
Rogers the next day. Mary drove 
him out to put him safely aboard his 
private ship. 

Esquire 

Like a page out of a 1941 Esquire, 
Rudy Vallee dazzled passengers and 
their friends at the Marine Terminal 
Thursday when the Dixie Clipper 
sallied out for her trans-Atlantie sail. 
Wearing white shoes, white flannels, 
an electric blue jacket almost knee- 
length, an open-neck cream-colored 





Nitery Reviews 


Continued from page 36 


PANTHER ROOM, CHI 


mantic baritone is Allen DeWitt with 
plenty of molasses in his tonsils but 
no verve. 

From the NBC talent rolls of Chi- 
cago comes Betty Barrett to present 
a mediocge vocal session. She 
mangles ballads but extricates her- 
self from a complete debacle with 
better results on strictly swing. She 
has much to learn about salesman- 
ship. Has standard delivery and 
business bits of dozens of other girl 
singers, and must develop something 
individual. 

A little dancer, Jean Blanche, tries 














shirt, sun glasses, and a cocoa straw 
hat, as well as a deep tan, Rudy was 
rakish with a huge camera slung on 
shoulderholster. Said he thought he 
might go into the Strand for a couple 
of weeks before the summer is over, 
but for the most part he’ll be satis- 
fied to do his broadcast. Said he 
wants to be in New York so he can 
hop up to his Maine lodge for week- 
ends. Proud as a Pa of 14, he pulled 
out a dozen snapshots of the place 
and identified one as a pic of the 
speedboat given him by Eddie Can- 
tor. Vallee said the stories about his 
Strict rules for guests are not alto- 
gether correct. He had his tongue in 
his cheek when he wrote those rules, 
he said with a grin. 

Vallee was on hand to yodel so- 
long to John Millar, representative 
of the British Air Ministry who has 
been here madly buying planes, and 
Mrs. Mary Pearson, British house- 
wife, according to the passenger 
manifest. According to the crooner, 
the gorgeous blonde is an old friend 
who is known to her friends as 
Mollie and is a manufacturer of 
cosmetics contemplating a Hollywood 
shop. She was hurrying home to 
London to see her fiance, a medico 
who anticipated sudden orders send- 
ing him across the Channel. 

; Spot 

Taking it all pretty gracefully, 
LaGuardia Field is in the midst of a 
mild publicity storm. Satevepost 
carried a piece late in May, the New 
Yorker had one a week afterward, 
Fortune has a piece in preparation, 
Life has been shooting pictures for 
two months for a layout. Red Book 
has a man haunting the place. And 
now in VARIETY: 


Det. War B.O. — 


Continued from page 3 
more general drives can make even 
a more widespread reduction of 
amusement patronage. When the 
Red Cross tag day was held in De- 
troit the general public responded 
swiftly with dimes, quarters and half 
dollars which reduced proportionally 
the amount of pocket money which 
otherwise would go for amusements. 
On the evening of the tag day, a 
survey here showed a reduction of 
from 10-20% in neighborhood pa- 
tronage at cinemas. 

Detroit, originally a French town, 
attracted considerable immigration 
during the automobile boom days. 
Although war orders flow into town 
now to assure longer employment 
in the usually seasonal automobile 
industry, it only brings the war 
closer to home. Creating military 
supplies seems to have sharpened 
the charitable sense of Joe Mechanic 
who has folks over there. Small 
contributions to the Red Cross here 
have come close to $500,000 without 
counting in the money sent abroad 
directly. 

In areas where the old French still 
live, British groups settled, all the 
later groups gathered according to 
race, the drop in business is pro- 
nounced. 

Typical of what the war is doing 

















lare the eight Jitterbugs, 
lin a brutal wardrobe, and doing 


Connie Boswell went out to Spring- | to sympathies here is the fact that 
field, Guy Lombardo boarded for | in many of the large factories, work- 
Boston, Lefty Gomez flew to the|ers have agreed to give one day’s 
Hub, Ben Goetz homed to Metro on | earnings out of each week’s for war 
the Coast, Hearst exec R. W. Berlin | relief. Sometimes the pacts are 
|pigeoned out to Chicago, jitterbug | made in localities with the neighbor- 
Betty Hutton took the groove to De-| hood bigwig picking up the collec- 
|troit, Senator Sheridan Downey | tions of a day’s pay to send it di- 
hopped off for Washington, and a} rectly to Europe. 

couple of Cabots went, of course, to It isn’t only Detroit. All through 
Boston, the State the war has blitzkrieged 
the amusement business. In Flint 
the large Polish group is enlisted in 


Hi 
The hi-de-ho man hied off to 


Memphis to get in front of his band 
for the 4-day Shriners’ Convention. 
Before boarding the American ship, 
Cab Calloway explained he had) 
jumped north for a couple of days to 





fix up things for ‘Little Joe,’ the new 
musical show he'll co-star in with) 
Ethel Waters. Rehearsals will open 
in August and the premiere is set 
for September. Al Lewis is pro- 
ducing, George Balanchine is setting 
the dances, and Vernon Duke has 
done the score over which Cab is 
mighty excited, he said. Prodded 
into picking the big hit, he chose 


| lation. 








‘Savannah’ and when he was asked 


providing help for the homeland. 
Kalamazoo has a large Belgian popu- 
It is obvious where a great 
share of the folks in Holland, Mich., 
originated who, on holidays and dur- 
ing the tulip festival, go around in 
wooden shoes. Ludington has a 
large Danish and Norwegian group. 
In fact, all around the Great Lakes 
area are plenty of fishermen of Norse 
descent. The Germans and Italians, 
too, have relatives abroad they don’t 
want suffering in the war if they can 
help it. 

Most are using that spare cash for 
charity. | 





hard with some taps and turns but 
doesn’t quite make it. Also still here 
dressed 


what is called a ‘Boogie Woogie. 
Meaningless and amateurish in every 
department. Kar] Marx, the wander- 
ing clown, is still wandering around, 
and the customers are still wonder- 
ing why. Gold. 


CHASE CLUB, ST. L. 


St. Louis, June 14. 
Gertrude Niesen, Johnny Long 
Orch (12) with Helen Young, 
Gregory Pearce, Paul Harmon, Jack 
Edmondson; no cover or minimum. 








One of the most youthful and 
talented aggregations to hit this west 
end spot in many months, Long’s 
gang dovetails neatly with Gertrude 
Niesen. Biz at this air-conditioned 
nitery is above par despite consider- 
able outdoor competish. 


It was a smart crowd that turned 
out for show caught, and while Miss 
Niesen was heavily billed, the 
tooters ran her a neck and neck race 
for top honors. Piloted by Long, a 
southpaw fiddler grad of Duke U., 
35, who’s making his initial appear- 
ance in this burg, band plays sooth- 
ing tempos. After its soft theme, 
Helen Young, a diminutive warbler 
but possessing lots of power, trilis 
‘Ragtown Cowboy Joe,’ with Paul 
Harmon, sax, and Gregory Pearce, 
piano, joining acceptably. Harmon 
also solos ‘Sitting On Old Top Rail.’ 
Long batons through his interpreta- 
tion of Kyser, Lombardo, Kemp and 
Goodman, and the boys do this well. 
Long’s violin rendition of ‘Poor But- 
terfly’ is neat. 

Miss Niesen, despite an ailing 
throat, did four numbers, ‘Say Si So, 
‘Goodbye,’ her own arrangement of 
‘Annie Laurie’ and a sock wind-up of 
‘Oh, Johnny.’ She did latter three 
times; first in her own way; then as 
Bonnie Baker and finally as Mae 
West might treat it. Joe Winters, 
localite, maestroed through Miss 
Niesen’s tunes. Music by Long’s 
boys is a strong lure for dansapation. 

Sahu. 


Club Belmont, Miami 


Miami, June 12. 
Harry Rose, Carolyn Marsh, Diane 
and Del Campo, Johnny Silvers 
Orch (6), Alberto’s Rhumberos (4); 
$1 minimum. 








Unlike most local niteries, Belmont 


|hasn’t closely clipped the nut for 


summer, resulting in a format rep- 
resenting considerably more enter- 
tainment than is usually expected 
here during the off-season. In addi- 
tion to satisfactory talent roster, the 
grotto is a heat hideaway whose 
chilling confines should prove in- 
ducement on warm p.m.s. To clinch 
joint’s draw is fact that Royal Palm, 
heretofore leading summer spot, has 
never reopened since sheriff's close- 
down, leaving field wide open as far 
as summer is concerned. 


; Floor divertissement is capable pre- 

sided over by Harry Rose. Vaude 
vet manages to inject an affable 
freshness into his m. c. duties, and 
while most of his fol-de-rol is en- 
veloped in a bluish haze, it’s of the 
hearty variety and not offensive in 
this spot. Aside from piloting the 
show, he tosses off a brace of rou- 
tines. Best of these is a ‘Boomps-A- 
Daisy’ twist, using customers as 
shills for bit of bustle-boffing in- 
struction with gals in the line. For 
those in mellow mood it’s comical. 


Next to Rose, Carolyn Marsh easily 
cops the credits. An Al Siegel pro- 
tege, she looks and possesses a num- 
ber of Ethel Merman mannerisms, 
latter being another Siegal offspring. 
Easy on the optics and with rich- 
timbred pipes, her torchy thrushing 
is classy. 

Del Campo and Diane would fare 
better by eliminating opening ball- 
room twirl from their terping turn. 
Poorly presented, it detracts from 
their later surefire conga. 

Framing show is an eight-gal line 
Offering plenty in pulchritude, but 
little talent. However costumes are 
colorful, ¢.1s shapely and the light- 
ing good. 


Johnny Silvers’ combo plays show 


satisfactorily, but its dansapation 
lacks both sock and variety. Al- 
berto’s” conga-rhumba team fares 


much better, es. 
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Broadway 


John Byram away on vacation. 

Reg Connolly, London music pub, 
in N. Y. on business. 

Jack Dempsey’s the first Broadway 
spot to show phonovision. 

Charlie Einfeld has gotten down 
to 170 pounds, a new low. 

Grad Sears made an honorary 
police lieutenant in Pittsburgh. 

T. P. Loach, Monogram treasurer, 
back from visit to Coast studios. 

Jimmy Lundy with UA on the 
Coast, east on his first visit in three 
years. 

Edith Werner of the Daily Mirror 
drama staff recovering after appen- 


dectomy. 
William Horatio Lawrence, 





Par 


realty executive, feted on his birth- 
day Friday (14). 
The Leo Spitzes were farewell- 


partyed by the Ben Bernies last 
night (Tuesday). é 

J. J. Rubens, of Great States cir- 
uit, and Earl Hudson, who runs 

ar’s Detroit group, in town. 

The theatrical Kentucky Colonels 
will turn out en masse June 24 at 
the Fair, which is Ky. Col. Day. 

Warners staging a mystery cruise 
for its employees today (19). Last 
year it was up to Bear Mountain. 

Willa Gray Martin made assistant 
to Sidney Davidson, advertising- 
publicity chief for Film Alliance. 

Ned Depinet and R. J. O’Donnell 
are interested in an oil well in east- 
ern Texas that came in during the 
past week. 

It was gloomy Monday around 
town with news of France’s capitu- 
lation. Affected everything and 
everybody. 

T. P. Loach, treasurer of Mono- 
gram, back from the Coast Thursday 
(13), where he had gone to check the 
studio setup. 

Florence George (Mrs. Everett 
Crosby) readying for her Met Opera 
audition. Meantime recording ex- 
tensively for Decca. 

Hope Landin, legit actress last 
seen in ‘What a Life,’ goes to the 
Coast this week. Will see about a 
film deal her agent there is cook- 


ing. 

Paul Ross, formerly with CBS art- 
ists bureau, has joined the Wilson, 
Powell & Hayward agency, to con- 
— on radio and theatre book- 
ngs. 

Art Schmidt, of Metro, was in 
Andover, Mass., over the weekend to 
attend graduation of his 
John Brittain, at Phillips-Exeter 
Academy. 5 

Jacob K. Simon, assistant dance 
hall manager of the Silver Slipper 
Gardens, in voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy, listing $135 in assets and 
$963 in liabilities. 

Two war paintings by Richard 
Whorf of ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ 
at the Alvin, presented to Theatre 
Wing of the Allied Relief Fund, and 
will be auctioned off. © 

Grace Moore returned last week 
from the Coast to her Newtown 
(Conn.) home. Except for a number 
of outdoor concert dates, she’ll re- 
main there all summer. 

Jerry Horwin, writer, and Harry 
Friedman, Louella Parson's aide on 
the Coast, motored into N. Y. on 
holiday. Horwin just completed a 
play with Jimmy Gleason. 

Jack Forrester, American-repatri- 
ated French film producer, mulling 
N. Y. indie film production. He’s 
been a Paris resident for 14 years, 
forced home by the war. 

Pat Flaherty, former baseball 
player, now an actor, technical-ad- 
vising on ‘Life of John Doe,’ Capra- 
WB film, teaching Gary Cooper how 
to throw curves authentically. 

In view of the John Barrymores 
(Elaine Barrie) present relations, 
its a question whether ‘My Dear 
Children’s will tour again, although 
he has a run-of-the-play contract. 

George Raft o0.0.d his Hurricane 
nitery, which he bankrolled, on his 
first night in N. Y. Actor returns 
next week, coming east for the Joe 
gail fight and a brief vaca- 
jon. 

A Brooklyn citizens committee 
headed by Borough President John 
Cashmore tenders a testimonial din- 
ner to Jack Norworth, songwriter- 
actor, at the Hotel St. George 
June 27. 

John Ringling North and his bride, 
Germaine Aussey, French actress, 
are rejoining the Ringling-Barnum 
Circus en tour in New England this 
week, now that their honeymoon 
trip’s over. 

Peter Oslietti, of Larue restaurant, 
running. the roof garden atop Pe- 
troleum Industry exhibit at fair. 
=— oak Smith 7 from same cafe 
star playing a spot tonight 
(Wednesday ). J ' 

Bill Scully, U sales chief, and F. J. 
A. McCarthy, eastern sales manager, 
in Toronto for annual convention of 
Empire Universal Films, Ltd., their 
Canadian distributing affiliate. It 
opened Friday (14). 

RKO golf tournament at the 
Westchester country club, Rye, June 
27. Par’s annual golf not yet keen 
scheduled but may be held in July. 
It was in May last year. Warner 
Bros. planning on September. 

Mrs. David E. Rose. wife of Para- 
mount’s managing director in Eng- 
land, who arrived in N. Y. last week 
from London. left for the Coast Fri- 
day (14). She plans making her 
home in U. S. for the duration. 

Vincent G. Hart named on the na- 


tional panel of arbitrators by the’ 


stepson, | 


American Arbitration Assn. Hart, 
a former assistant attorney-general 
New York State, now member of 
riend, Holbrook, Reiskind & Hart, 
law firm 

Jean Muir, having completed a 
one-picture deal (with an additional 
oanout) for Metro, returns to New 

ork this week, to remain indefi- 
nitely. Has several strawhat ‘dates 
for the summer and Broadway plans 
for the fall. 

‘Information Please’ short shot last 
week at Fox Movietone caused open- 
mouthed astonishment at the per- 
formance turned in hy Wendell L. 
Willkie, guest star. ‘He was the 
smartest man in the picture,’ said one 
exec, ‘That man knows all the an- 
swers.’ 

Holland Taverne in Radio City has 
enough Heineken (Dutch) beer un- 
til October, having taken away the 
Zuider Zee’s supply at the Fair. 
After that, it’s a question, as Heine- 
ken’s breweries in Metz, Paris, Alex- 
andria, Cairo and the one in Hol- 
land are all war-embargoed, 





| Paris 


By Joseph D. Ravotie 





Dick Bodington of Reuters joined 
B.EF. 


All gambling casinos in France 
closed indefinitely. 


Max Levy at Garches with French 
publisher Robert Grasset. 


Sammy and Joe Siritzky evacuated 
father and family to Biarritz. 


Edwige Feuilliere has taken in 
two Belgian children refugees. 


_ Ed Grandin, Columbia Broadcast- 
ing head for the Continent, back in 
Paris. 
Harold Smith stalled in Avranches 
seer he can get papers to return to 
aris. 


French Association of Theatrical 
Critics re-elected Pierre Mortier 
president. 

‘Ils Etaient Cinq Permissionaires,’ 
directed by Pierre Caron, started at 
Billancourt studios. 

Jean Murat back in Cannes after 
South American tour, during which 
he tried to sell French films. 

Fire broke out at Pathe factory, 
Vincennes, but was mastered by 
local firemen. Causes unknown. 

First time since World War I that 
June 1 has gone by without the 
famous classic Prix Diane being run 
at Chantilly. 

Police raided 2,000 hotels, cafes 
and restaurants, frisking some 7,500. 
T ey made 500 arrests, among whom 
334 foreign suspects were interned. 

Looks like Beach Conger, N. Y. 
Herald Trib man whom Germans 
kicked out of Berlin a few months 
ago, is back on their hands in Am- 
| sterdam. 
| Among Belgians who left for Paris 
;}upon German advances and have 
not shown up are poet Gregoire le 
Roy and sculptor Georges Minne (as 
of June 7). 

Following fashion set by Bob 
Montgomery, French vic actor Fer- 
nand Gravet and Belg: . thesp Ray- 
mond Rouleau have volunteered in 
the French Ambulance Corps. 

German film director Fritz Erler, 


French military tribunal on a charge 
of espionage, was executed by a 
firing squad. His accomplice, actress 
Carmen Mory, benefited by a last- 
minute reprieve from President 
Lebrun. 

French radio authorities decided 
to put on musical programs over 


| cause long gaps permitted German 
propaganda to be broadcast without 
interruption; secondly, because they 





decided a little music is needed to 
| bolster morale. 
| Visit of William Hicks, editor of 


| Life, has caused a big shakeup in | 
New | 


| the local Time-Life office. 


| lineup has Andrew Heiskell as chief | 


| of Life, Sherry Mangin as Time and 
| Fortune head, and Dick de Roche- 
| mont, European head for March of 

Time, completing the local trium- 
| virate. 


| Film actress Renee Saint-Cyr lost | 
1,500,000 francs ($30,000) suit brought | 


| against the Aero Club de Vichy for 


the death of her wealthy husband, | 


|M. Lautner, who was killed July 17, 
| 1938. when he went up in a plane 
| which crashed at the Vichy aero- 
|drome. Court ruled that pilot had 


from all responsibility. 





Louis Lytton 


Ld Continued from page 1 








calls the flock of Broadway produc- 


Luigi Pirandello’s ‘Six Characters in 
Search of an Author,’ done in the 
spring of 1931, and ‘Welcome Stran- 
ger,’ in which he toured and played 
on Broadway in 1920. He’s also 
played in Shubert productions. 

The last five years he’s spent 
mostly on the Coast, where he played 


| ‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ in which he 


Nashville and 


University of Minnesota is here and 
he’s been giving cultural dramatic 
readings and lectures in schools.’ 





London 


E. F. Benson, the novelist, left 
$400,000. 

David Rose on itinerary to Para- 
mount’s provincial exchanges. 

Earl's Court, the home of ice spec- 
tacles and boxing bouts, now hous- 
ing Belgian refugees. 

outh African Theatres (Schles- 
inger) has notified its London office 
not to ship any more acts from 
England. 

Jack Waller has postponed ‘While 
the Cat’s Away,’ musical version of 
American farce, ‘Cradle Snatchers,’ 
’til September. 

Hurry Day, variety agent and so- 
cialist Member of Parliament, left 
around $400,000. He died in Quebec 
last September. 

Louise Browne, American dancer, 
who has been living in Brussels 
with her husband, Keith Liversidge, 
is safe in France. 








recently condemned to death by a} 


certain French stations again be- | 


signed a clause freeing Aero Club ; 


where he plies his wares, Lytton re-' 


tions in which he’s played, including | 


in productions of Sinclair Lewis’ | 


portrayed the dictator, and ‘Volpone.’ | 
He’s directed stock companies in. 
in other southern) 
cities, hitch-hiking to Minneapolis en | 
route east, he explains, because ‘the | 


Wendy Toye, in George Black’s 
Hippodrome revue, ‘Clack Velvet,’ 
| to stage special dance scene in the 
; next GB Palladium show. 
| Butcher's Films doing another pic- 
| ture starring Tom Gamble, provin- 
| cial comic, to be titled ‘Sailors Don’t 
Care,’ with Oswald Mitchell direct- 
ing. 

Principals of ‘Present Arms,’ the 
Tom Arnold-Harry Foster musical, 
at Prince of Wales theatre, rather 
than close, agreed to work on per- 
centage. 

‘Gone with the Wind’ first pro- 
vincial showing is at the Gaiety 
theatre, Manchester, with Metro 
having leased house for 12 weeks 
with option. 

Michael Balcon and Ben Henry 
to Glasgow to confer with George 
Formby, who is playing the Empire 
for the first time in five years, on his 
next picture. 

John Corfield, head of British Na- 
tional Films, seeking Barbara Mullen 
to play Wendy Hiller’s stage part in 
filmization of Walter Greenwood’s 
‘Love on the Dole.’ 

Kenneth Horne, author of ‘Yes and 
No,’ has written new play titled 
‘The Good Young Man,’ which 
George Black, Jr., tried out at Penge 
and is planning for the West End. 


‘Gaslight,’ the British National- 
Anglo American Pictures’ second 
epic, shipped to America. Jerry 


Freeman, managing directer of AAP, 
staying in New York to dispose of 
the American rights. 

Two-Cities Films anxious to get 
Robert Douglas for lead in ‘Free- 
dom Radio,’ film it’s doing for Co- 
lumbia release, but actor couldn’t 
get release from the Royal Air 
Force; so Clifford Evans got the 
part. 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ on 12-week 
tour for Moss Empires. Tom Arnold 
is presenting show, in association 
with Tommy Bostock, head of Asso- 
ciated Theatre Properties, which 
originally staged show for West End 
run at St. James's theatre. 


Australia 


By Erie Gorrick 


Sir Ben Fuller improving after 
| auto crash. 

| Hal Carleton handling extensive 
| publicity for Metro in Melbourne on 

‘Wind.’ 

Pic industry combined to assist in 
|@ carnival in Sydney to assist war 
| funds. 

{ Charles Munro making extensive 
looksee of Queensland on behalf of 
Hoyts. 

‘Virginia City’ (WB) has been 
booked by Hoyts for ace spots com- 
|mencing around July. 

British producers are still shipping 
product here by the air route in 
| preference to risking the boat. 

Maurice Guttridge, 43, former mu- 
sical-comedy conductor with Wil- 
liamson-Tait, died in Melbourne. 

Dan Michaelove may again visit 
here in October to Jlooksee_ the 
Hoyts-Greater Union get-together. 

Sam Snider, Snider-Dean, and 
| Bernie Freeman, Metro, have been 
appointed to War Loan Committee. 

Switzerland Ice Show to repeat in 
Melbourne for Williamson-Tait after 
run of Covent Garden Russian Ballet. 

Couple of society gals bringing 
|!down ire of local performers by ac- 
cepting jobs in night spots as war- 
blers. 

New Zealand's World’s Fair closed 
after bad business. Government has 
taken over buildings for military 
purposes. 

Although war pix have been on 
the taboo list with public, Col’s ‘U- 
boat 29° copping trade in Sydney for 
Greater Union. 

Sir Ben Fuller will send his ‘Just 
Married’ legiter through the Vic- 
torian stix following completion of 
Melbourne run. 

Minerva, Sydney, management has 
, decided to continue with legit despite 
| past losses in preference to bringing 
‘in a pic policy. 
| Government is further tightening 
| censorship in the pic field. Gory se- 
| quences. war er gangster, will now 
| be completely erased. 
| .Metro has secured the distribution 
_rights for here and New Zealand ef 
‘Gestapo.’ spv pic produced at Shep- 
herd’s Bush. England. 

Marie Burke. after completion of 
Tivoli vaude tour. may do a series of 
oldtime musicals for the -Australian 
Broadcasting Commission. 

Laughter fare is being eagerly 
sought by Aussie public: hence top 
hit is Par’s ‘French Without Tears’ 
, despite heavy industrial troubles. 








revived ‘Oz’ (M-G) in Sydney. ‘Pin- 
occhio’ (RKO) developing into a real 
hit for same unit in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne. ° 

Gilbert Bros. and North China 
troupe are being paced over Tivoli 
loop. BobsParrish also joins Tivoli 
after successful run in Melbourne ! 
night spots. 

Robson Pott, financier. was grant- 
ed $4,000 against Hyman Miller in an 
action brought by the former in con- 
nection with a share deal in Aus- 
tralian-New Zealand Theatres. 

After a very slow start, ‘Magic | 
Bullet’ (WB) picking up in Sydney. | 
With petrol selling in this spot at, 
58c a gallon, many pic moguls are | 
drydocking their yachts and devot- | 
ing more time to golf. 

Industry is backing the efforts of 
Stanley Crick, Sydney’s Lord Mayor, 
to raise additional funds to provide 
comforts for Aussie troops abroad. 
Crick was at one time loca] head of 
20th-Fox. 

Still some talk here that British 
producers may decide to extend their 
activities to Australia owing to war- 
time conditions making it tough for 
them to continue production sched- 
ules in their homeland. 

Eric Baume, formerly editor and 
critic of the Sunday Syn. but now a 
war correspondent for Truth News- 
papers, returned to Sydney for a 
spell recently and gave a spiel over 
the national network on experiences 
abroad. 

Two new war songs, ‘Ingleburn.’ by 
Bert Harrow. and ‘Marching Along.’ 
by Harley Cohen, look like they'll 
amount to something locally. One of 
the most popular songs currently is 
‘It’s a Happy Day’ from ‘Gulliver's 


Travels.’ 
St. Louts 


By Sam X. Hurst 











Armo Skydome in South St. Louis 
reopened for season, 

Tune Town ballroom being air- 
conditioned and to remain open all 
summer. 

Playgoers of St. Louis. Ine.. with 
-491 members signed for 1940-41 sea- 
son, goaling for 2,000. 

Oscar Johnson, angel of the St. 
Louis Symph Society, reelected prez 
for the ninth consecutive year. 

Charles Byrne, manager of the 
Fortieth St. theatre, East St. Louis, 
doubling as booker for niteries in 
that town. 

Ruby S’Renco, of Art theatre, al- 
most recovered frum fractured ver- 
tebrae suffered in auto accident in 
Colorado last fall. \ 

Basil Bickel, projectionist at the 
Drive-In theatre, Des Beres. Mo.. flies 
own plane to work. Narrowly missed 
a church steeple last week. 

Johnny Long orch, current at 
Chase club, skedded for engagement 
at Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh, 
opening for two weeks, Monday (24). 

Bernie E. Evens appointed mid- 
western-press rep for UA with head- 
quarters here. He is a brother of 
Harold ‘Chick’ Evens, manager of 
Loew’s in St. Louis. 

Sam F. Millard, former owner of 
Lyric theatre, downtown, injured in 
auto crash near Hopkinsville, Ky. 
Wife also hurt. Both are convalesc- 
ing in New Orleans. 

Anthony Kerasotes, son of Gus 
Kerasotes, owner of a string of talk- 
ers in southern Illinois, a grad of St. 
Louis School of Medicine. Enters 
local hospital for interneship. 

‘Pastoral,’ second presentation of 
Town Square theatre, strawhatter, 
will feature Willard Holland and 
Toby McBratney in chief roles. Sup- 
porting cast includes Marie Rulfs, 
Ralph Cook and Luella Mich. Eula 
Morgan is lining up choral group and | 
Vera Van Houten the dancers. 

Vincent Vernon, lead in ‘See My 
Lawyer,’ opening play at Civic the- 
atre, strawhatter in St. Louis county. 
is grad of Muny opera. Others in 
cast include Julian Luckett. Jack 
Weaver, Margaret Hart. William At- 
wood. Hans Kolmar. Dale Douglas, 
Robert Schulman. Tom Cowdery. 
Jackman Bieger. Charles Heitzebere. 
Charles Rehl. John Todd. Jr.. and 
Jean Drewett. Gordon Carter di- 
recting. Season opens July 2. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John 





Bartholomew 





P. C. Baker, Detroit theatre owner. 
a visitor. 

LeBeaux’s Toppers at Club Fern- | 
wood, Bushkill. 

H. Herbert Harris new 
Monroe County Times. 

Kiwanis club to sponsor concert by 
Fred and Margaret Sittig. 

Fred Waring celebrated birthday | 
with party at Buckwood Inn. 

Gin Shark’s Swingsters return to| 
Craigs Meadows hotel for summer. 

Peggy Cannon new songstress with 
Bernie Whitman band at Pocono | 
Summit Inn. H 

John Altieri’s orch one-nighted at | 
Buck Hill tennis club for Barrett | 
junior prom. 

Donlin’s Pennsylvanians in 
summer at the terrace ballroom of 
Pocono Manor Inn. Pocono Manor. | 

Mary Hilburn’s Nomads orch set | 
for Laurel Blossom ball. June 22. at | 
the Tenis Club of The Inn. Buck Hill ' 
Falls. | 

Billroy’s Comedians. 
with Helen Franklin 


editor of 


for | 


' 


tent-show. 
and Rhythm 


} 


Swing-O-Pators. showed here last, 
nivht (Tuesday ). j 
Cornelia Stabler Gillam.  plev- 





Buck Hid) 
hospital. 


wright-director of the 
Players. in Hahnemann 


' To catch kiddie biz. Greater Union ' Philadelphia. for observation. 





Hollywood 


Ricardo Cortez divorced. 

David Howard back to work after 
illness. 

Manny Harmon and Rosalie Loeb 





| to wed. 


Jimmy Williams to hospital with 
typhoid. 

Aben Kandel vacationing in Mex- 
ico City. 

Miliza Korjus recovering from 
broken leg. 

Merle Oberon to the hospital for 
observation.” 

Joel McCrea north to buy cattle 
for his ranch. 

Chico Marx to the hospital for 


| throat ailment. 


Rochelle Hudson back from vaca- 
tion in Honolulu. 

Cedric Gibbons 
Honolulu vacation. 

Ed Peskay here from Manhattan 
for studio conferences. 

Edgar Selwyn moved into a new 
home on Canyon drive. 

Randoiph Scott broke a_ finger 
slamming his auto door. 

Robert Kane back in London for 
studioehuddles at 20th-Fox. 

Fritz Feld getting around on 
crutches with a fractured foot. 

Miriam Cooper renewed her ali- 
mony suit against Raoul Walsh. 

Howard Dietz here from New 
York to line up M-G campaigns. 

Ben Goetz back from London 
where Metro’s production was sus- 
pended. 

Chico Marx moved home from the 
hospital to recuperate from a throat 
ailment. 

T. R. Williams to Mexico City to 
line up Spanish language writers 
and actors. 

Lew Marin took over United Artists 
exploitation for Southern California 
and Arizona. 

Bette Davis takes a three-month 
vacation in New Hampshire on com- 
pletion of her current picture. 

Arthur S. Lyons ordered to pay 
Ila Rhodes $500 a month temporary 
alimony, pending trial of her di- 
vorce suit. 


returned from 


Nate Blumberg hosted Arthur. 


Freudenfeld, John J. O’Connor and 
Lou Metzger, theatre circuit heads, 
at Universal. 

Constance Bennett suing a cos- 
metic company for putting out a 
‘Joan Bennett’ brand in competiticn 
with her own. 


Atlantic City 


Lillian Barnes came to Babetite's 
Jast weekend. 

Guy Lombardo’s orch will be at 
Steel Pier July 4. 

Bob Hope comes to Steel Pier Sat- 
urday (22) for two days. 

Globe theatre, A.C.’s only burlycue, 
opens for season June 28. 

Wife of Michele Rinaldi, of Ves- 
sella’s band, died June 12. 

Reggie Childs band was at Hamid’s 
Million Dollar Pier over weekend. 

Lois Miller, singing organist, re- 
turning to Heinz Pier this week for 
another season. 

Penn-Atlantic hotel opened Palm 
Room for season Saturday (15), with 
Joe Lanza’s orch, 

Chelsea Hotel Bar and Terrace 
opens June 28 with supper dance, to 
which all town’s bigwigs tradition- 
ally appear. 

Nat Brandwynne’s orch comes to 
Ritz-Carlton Merry-Go-Rround bar 
July 3 from N. Y.’s Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel. Dick Kuhn’s band leaves Ritz 
that day for short shift at Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., pending summer date in 
Philly. 











Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Pete Dana, U’s new exchange man- 


' ager, in town for couple of weeks. 


Lang Thompson pulled out of town 
.ey after reaching ripe old age of 

Burt Layton and his Flirts to Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich., for nitery engage- 
ment. 

Charlie Einfeld shot the celebrated 
Oakmont course in 81 his first day 
in town. 

Al Marsico’s trumpet player, Ralph 
DeStefano, operated on for an in- 
fected lip. 

At least 50 exhibs from this ter- 


| ritory in Chicago for annual Allied 


convention. 
Pittsburgh Symph harpist Lucile 


| : “ : 
| Harrison to South America this sum- 
| mer with Toscanini’s orch. 


The Mike celebrated 
27th wedding anniversary and Jackie 
Jenkins’ parents their 33rd. 
Songwriter Herb Magidson here 
visiting the folks on his way back 
to the Coast from New York. 
Sun-Tele drama ed Bill Lewis 
back on the job after being down 
with pneumonia for two months. 
Jack Rosenfeld presented with 
travelling bag upon his resignation 
from NSS-Advertising Accessories. 
Edward Pelger, one-time assistant 
manager of Warner and once with 
Mono exchange, died suddenly last 
week 


Shapiros 


Mary Morris will star in ‘Invita- 
tion to Murder,’ opening play next 
week at Bob Gill’s Fox Chapel 
strawhat. 

Duquesne drama grad Bill Holst 
to Washington, D. C., as asst. techni- 
cal director at Roadside theatre for 
the summer. 


en ee nee «Haaren i = - . " 


ssaiaicinint that as hee, ita n,.,  cien tte ae ee 


ee et ee Tt gpa 


ee a ee ee nee Eee 
* ai eh 


a Ste 


ROAR 


SS oe > ie 


“tenia 





2 


a. 
© 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, June 19, 1940 





= 


RK 
ae ae Se 


a ASAE ES OE 

















TR 


ere Cae era en ne 


penpals Manatee ida 


OBITUARIES | 
| 


tino, Florence Reed, Elsie eae | 


DuBOSE HEYWARD 
DuBose Heyward, 54, playwright, ; 


novelist, poet and an authority on | ay. 


° , ‘ . . . ’ . 

i en.| Nish’ and ‘A Thief in Paradise.” His_ 
Te es ‘first sound. picture was ‘The Sign on | 
e the Door,’ made 


Schenck. 


hospital. 
derson, he went to Tryon to underg 
treatment and was stricken whil 
preparing to return to his home. 
Heyward is perhaps best known) 
for his novel of the south, ‘Porgy,’ 


~* 
« 
4G 
* 


were ‘As You Desire Me,’ ‘All Men 


NELLIE LEONARD 
Nellie Leonard, former circus and 
vaudeville trapezist, died June 17 at 
David Powell and other stars of the | Hudson River State Hospital, Pough- 
Joining Samuel — i, | keepsie, N. Y. The Actors’ Fund of 
heart | 1923, he handled “The Dark Ansel, | America arranged the funeral, with 
oe tune san C.,| ‘The Eternal City,’ ‘Cytherea, Tet | Senesinaet in a neighborhood ceme- 


tery. 


Miss Leonard performed for the 
for Joseph M./ Ringling and Walter L. Mains cir- 
° She was the widow of Wally 
-Among the talkers he directed | pusband. 


cuses. 


| lish-speaking debut in 1919 at Man- 
chester. Went to Hollywood in 1936. 

Widow, the former Rosa Baumar, 
and three sons survive. 











Leibell 








sired to hear them. This question 
was never actually answered. 

When MacKay finished the first 
part of his argument, Col. Joseph 


the cudgels for W.B.O. 

Hartfield declared W.B.O. is ap- 
pealing from the whole decision. He 
launched an attack on the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers by stating that, for mo- 
nopolistic purposes, ASCAP controls 


Continued from page 35. 


Hartfield, of White & Case, took up, 
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July 11, 1937, thus contributed 





an American standard. 





keeping tabs on cotton along 
Charleston quayside. Some 


sons.’ 
wright Dorothy Kuhns in 1923, 
such works as 


gin’ and ‘Mamba’s Daughters.’ 
wife dramatized the latter, 
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EARLY HARDY 
CHAUNCEY HAUGHTON 
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the Empire, N. Y., by Guthrie 
Clintic, starring Ethel Waiers. 


ter and a Sister. 





GEORGE FITZMAURICE 


due to streptococcus infection. 
he had piloted Mae Murray in 
With the Dance’ in 1923. 

French art school, Fitzmaurice 


They were later married and 


ring Pearl White. 


published in 1925, which was drama- 
tized two years later and produced | 
by the Theatre Guild on Broadway. | 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ an opera whose , 4! 
libretto stemmed from the novel | 
and was embellished by a George, 
Gershwin score, won much acclaim | 
in ifs four-month run at the Alvin,; 
N. Y., in 1935. Composer, who died | 


first serious opera; his ‘Summer- ager of Associated Theatres, Inc., 


IN MEMORIAM 


William H. 


1909—1939 


time’ has long since beéh classed as 


Born in Charleston, S. C., Hey- 
- ward’s learning terminated after a, Providence after a brief illness. Ro- 
year of high school and he turned ; mano was associate manager of As- 
to several prosaic occupations such | sociated for 10 years prior to his ap- 
«as working in a hardware store and, pointment as district manager. 


years ago he turned to writing | burlesque up to a few years ago 
poetry, collaborating with Hervey! when 
Allen, author of ‘Anthony Adverse,’; Survived by widow, two daughters 
in a book of verse, ‘Carolina Chan- and two sisters. 

Shortly after marrying play-)} 


devoted himself entirely to writing 
and in the ensuing years scripted 
‘Half Pint Flask,’ 
*Peter Ashley,’ ‘Star-Spangled Vir- 


which 
was produced two seasons ago at 


in Memoriam 


The little colored King of Jive, 
Hide-beater Number One, 

Has left in God’s sweet chariot 
His earthly work is done. 


There have been great Americans— 
Chick rated with the best: 
His smile was sweet—his hands so fleet 


The trumpet of Bix Beiderbecke, 
Guitar of Eddie Lang.. 

Now have a drum for company... 
CHICK WEBB has left the gang. 


—Reprinted from New York Daily Mirres, 


1909—1939 


AND THE CHICK WEBB BOYS 


Surviving are his widow, daugh- 


George Fitzmaurice, 45, director of 
some of Hollywood’s outstanding 
silent pictures, died June 13, in Hol- 
lywood after an illness of two months 


last directing job was ‘Diamonds 
Are Dangerous’ at Paramount, where 
Paris-born and graduate of a 
tered pictures as a scenario writer 
with Pathe, where he colaborated on 


numerous films with Ouida Bergere. 


vorced.- Among his early scripts was 
‘The Perils of Pauline’ serial, star- 


As a director in the silent area he 
made pictures with Rudolph Valen- 


| Are Enemies,’ ‘Petticoat Fever,’ ‘The 
Emperor's Candlesticks,’ ‘Live, Love 
and Learn,’ ‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ 
nd ‘Vacation from Love.’ 

Surviving is his widow, the for- 
mer Diana Kane, film actress, and 
m two daughters. 





ANTONIO ROMANO 


his} Antonio Romano, 42, district man- 





(Chick) Webb 


MOE GALE 





which operates a string of neigh- 
borhood picture houses throughout 
Rhode Island, died Friday (14) in 





the; Among his theatres was the old 
20. Playhouse, Providence, which played 


authorities clamped down. 





he | IMRE MAGYARI 

' Imre Magyari, 46, foremost among 
gypsy band leaders in Budapest, 
died recently. A fiddler, Magyari 
was well known throughout Europe | 
in America, where he _ had} 
He had also been on the 
stage and in pictures. 


His ; and 
toured. 
Hungarian 


FRANK J. McGRAIL 

Frank J. McGrail, 56, former 
member of the Abbey Theatre 
Players and more recently a singer, 
died June 14 at the Flower hospital, 
New York. Born in Ireland, he had 
lived in the United States for more 
than 30 years. 

He leaves a sister, 
McLoughlin, of Dublin, 
brothers. 


Mrs. Agnes 
and three 








RICHARD P. LEAHY 
Richard P. Leahy, 67, died sud-' 
denly in Detroit June 13 following | 
a heart attack. For 30 years he was | 
owner of the Washington theatre; 
(formerly the Opera House), Bay, 


‘City, Mich., and also former owner | 


of the Wenonah, Detroit. 
He leaves two brothers. 





HARRY S. HALL 

Harry S. Hall, 62, general mana- 
ger of Crystal Beach Transit Co., 
which runs Crystal Beach, Ont., 
amusement park, died Friday (12) at 
the beach resort. 

Hall joined the transit company, 
which operates dancehall and other 
beach resort activities, 10 years ago. 
Survived by widow and daughter. 





ART SHEPARD 
Art Shepard, 39, original ‘question 
man’ for WMT, Waterloo and Cedar 
Rapids (Iowa), died June 14 at his 
home in Ottumwa, Ia., after an ill- 
ness which had confined him to a 
hospital since last February. He had 

kidney and heart ailment. 





FRANK LUPIEN 















































now at rest. 


NICK KENNY, 


K WEBB 


FITZGERALD 


JOHN McCONNELL 

TEDDY McRAE 

BEVERLY PEER 

IRVING RANDOLPH 

JOE SAUNDERS 

SAMUEL “LONNIE” SIMMON®@ 
RICHARD VANCE 

EMMETT WALLACB 


Frank Lupien, 65, manager of the 


| Strand theatre, Carthage, N. Y., for 


ithe past seven years, died June 11 
‘at his home in that city. 

Survivors include his widow, son, 
i two sisters and a brother. 





ROSCOE M. GOODWIN 
Roscoe M. Goodwin, 42, longtime 
vaudeville and circus acrobat, died 
|! June 8 in Chicago after a long illness, 
Surviving are his mother, grand- 
| mother, sister and brother. 





| 

| Father, 83, of playwright George 
_S. Kaufman, died at his home in 
|New York, June 14. A native of 
| Pittsburgh, he was the head of a silk 
'dyeing firm. Also surviving are his 
‘widow, Mrs. Nettie M. Kaufman, 
and two daughters. 





Earl E. Bennett, 45, film projection- 
ist, was drowned while swimming in 
' Lake Elsinore, Cal. He had worked 
| in the Cabrillo theatre, San Pedro, 
| Cal., for 12 years. 





Samuel W. Thompson, 61, veteran 
in the theatrical advertising field, 
died June 11 in Hollywood. Surviv- 
ing is his widow, three sons and a 
daughter. 





| Father of A. H. Weiner, UA ex- 
change manager in Pittsburgh, died 
in Dorchester, Mass., June 12 after a 
long illness. 





| 
| 
} 
| 


MARRIAGES 


Donna Albanes to Hank Newman, 
| June 18, in Columbus, O. He’s the 


= | radio-stage hillbilly performer; she’s 


Mc-| American visitors often noticed his 
physical resemblance to Paul Whit- 
man. 

Surviving are his widow, who also 
comes of a prominent tzigane mu- 
sician dynasty, and a son, 





MAURICE MOSCOVITCH 


His | pictures, died yesterday (Tuesday) 
following an abdominal operation, at 
Good Samaritan hospital, Los An- 
Beles. His last picture was ‘Dance 
Girl, Dance.’ for RKO. 

Born in Odessa, Russia, the son of 
en-| Nathaniel Maaskoff and Miriam 
Rostow, he made his theatrical debut 
there in 1885. Toured the continent 
and came to the U. S. in 1893, mak- 
di- | ing his first New York appearance at 
the Windsor as Samson in a Yiddish 
version of ‘Sams%n and Delilah.’ He 
toured the world with his own com- 


‘On 





comp my in London. Made his Eng- 


Maurice Moscovitch, 69, veteran 
stage actor and recently active in 


pany and later had his own repertory | 


| with WHKC, Columbus. 

Susan Scearce to Thomas Peden, 
June 1, in Greenwood, Ind. Groom 
is announcer at WIRE, Indianapolis. 

Judith Ann Hunting to Wells Bar- 
nett, in Chicago, June 8. He’s on 
WLS sales staff and son of Wells 
Barnett, president of Westen-Bar- 
nett agency, Chi. 

Marie Ferry to Harry Kemp, in 
' Miami, June 10. She's with Jean 
Wald’s all-femme orch. 

Sally Blue to Ralph Kent, in 
Pittsburgh, June 12. She's a nitery 
singer, 

Nancy Wood to Rader Fink, in 
Hermosa Beach, Cal., June 9. Bride 
is stage actress. He’s house manager 
of Theatre Mart, Los Angeles. 





Herbert Stothart framing the 
Meiro, with Bob Wright and Chet 
Forrest doing new song numbers. 
Only two tunes will be retained from 


| the stage show. 





the broadcast rights to music, and 
last year of the $6,000,000 received 
by the organization over $4,000,000 
was paid for record license fees. 
‘Music is demanded by the public. 
Without it, stations cannot exist. If 
this monopoly to the manufacturer 
is upheld, the station will be forced 
to pay just short of what a live or- 
chestra would cost,’ declared Hart- 
field. 

‘No one manufacturer has a mo- 

nopoly on all music, but what is at- 
tempted to be created here is no lim- 
it, but perpetuality, rather than a 28- 
year copyright. A manufacturer 
placing a notification on a label, 
makes that notification hold good 
forever. The only injunction which 
might be legally granted would be to 
prevent false statements about rec- 
ords being broadcast. This is a bold 
attempt to secure a monopoly on 
copyright. Since 1906, RCA has been 
attempting to secure just such a 
copyright in Congress. The copyright 
laws have been changed nine times 
since then, but never to include 
records.’ 
Hartfield continued, pointing out 
that the restrictions on broadcasting 
of records was first placed on the 
labels in 1932-1937. Then it was 
changed to include any use, except 
home consumption. This was a whol- 
ly arbitrary decision, not upheld by 
any legal right, he argued. There- 
fore, having purchased the records 
in an open market, W.B.O. has a 
legal right to use them any way it 
sees fit. The decision of judge Leibell 
failed to take into consideration the 
matter of publie interést, because, 
while the records were purchased 
from a retailer and while W.B.O. 
earned a profit from playing them 
and selling the time to a sponsor, the 
public demanded that the recordings 
be used. There is no competition for 
RCA, as it does not broadcast, and 
W.B.O. was merely in the position of 
a customer of RCA’s. 


Even assuming that competition 
existed, argued Hartfield, it still was 
fair competition. The public cannot 
tell whether a record is RCA’s or 
Columbia’s from listening to it. The 
federal court was wrong in deciding 
Whiteman had rights to the records. 
He was not the composer, and mere- 
ly gave expression to the music. 
Therefore, after publication, and in 
some cases over 1,300,000 records of 
a single song were sold, Whiteman’s 
equity in the record ceased. This 
upholding of the federal court’s de- 
cision would allow RCA to prohibit 
the use of any record made by them 
since 1902, the year it came into 
existance, to date. It would also in- 
clude all future records for all time. 

The Fred Waring case in the Penn- 
sylvania courts was cited, and ex- 
plained that the court there, in up- 
holding Waring’s rights to records 
made by himself, also erred in not 
considering the public. 


‘Right te Live’ 


‘The very life of these broadcast- 
ing companies depends on their abil- 
ity to play these records. They can- 
not live without that right. RCA 
and NBC are affiliated, and what 
they seek is the creation of a mo- 
nopoly that will allow them to dic- 
tate the terms upon which the rec- 
ords can be played, which will be 
just under what a live orchestra 
would cost, and thus prohibitive to 
the majority of smaller stations in 
the country. If they want a mo- 
nopoly let them appeal to the legis- 
lature, to Congress, and get it there, 
not from the courts,’ Hartfield con- 
cluded. 

Nathan Bass then spoke for Paul 
Whiteman. He reviewed the War- 
ing decision again, pointing out its 
applicability to this case, and re- 
minding the circuit court that the 
Pennsylvania court had found the 
radio station committing unfair com- 
petition toward Waring in broadcast- 
ing his recordings. 

‘Whiteman is a creative artist 
whose orchestral performances have 
a distinctive and original quality,’ 
declared Bass. He then pointed out 
the differences in distinctive record- 
ings of a performance of a Beetho- 
ven symphony by Toscannini as 
compared to Stokowski, or White- 


music for ‘I Married An Angel’ at| man compared to Waring. White- 


man, being a creative artist, is en- 
titled to the intellectual property 
right placed on wax by himself. 





*W.B.O. calls this monopoly. What 


Decision 





it actually is, is a desire of a com- 
petitor to make an unlawful use of 
another man’s property. The Waring 
decision in Pennsylvania was hand- 
ed down in 1937. Since then I have 
not heard of any station in the state 
going under, The stations are either 
using live talent or electrical trans- 
criptions. The use of old recordings 
also is unfair to the artist, as a rec- 
ord made in 1930 may not show him 
at the peak he has attained today. 
The result is that the popularity of 
the artist is diminished, and it makes 
it difficult for him to secure other 
bookings, and also reduces employ- 
ment among musicians.’ 

‘The playing of recordings also re- 
duces the life of the record sales. All 
three are in the business of selling 
to the public, and therefore are in 
competition. What has been done 
here, is to place Whiteman in the 
unusual position of being in competi- 
tion with himself. His right to pri- 
vacy is invaded, and his name and 
personality are exploited by a com- 
petitor.’ 

Bass also told the court that the 
broadcasting of Whiteman’s name in 
connection with a sponsor whose 
standard may not be as high as the 
leader might desire, also hurts his 
bookings. The fact that Whiteman 
has never made electrical transcrip- 
tions also proves that he never de- 
sired his records to be publically 
performed. 

MacKay then finished the day’s ar- 
gument with a short rebuttal, in 
which he pointed out that a record- 
ing company such as RCA to exist 
must have talent, and due to the 
use of records, many artists are re- 
fusing to record, which may even- 
tually lead to the end of RCA. 

The court decision cannot,’ of 
course, be predicted. But the pre- 
siding justice, Learned Hand, indi- 
cated strongly the way he was lean- 
ing by remarking in the middle of 
MacKay’s rebuttal, ‘It seems to me, 
it was a contract in restraint of 
trade, unless—well, never mind, go 
on.’ This might be taken as an indi- 
cation that RCA’s victorv in the 
lower court may be reversed. How- 
ever, the judge may again change 
his mind one-a perusal of the briefs, 


SAG’s Guest Checkers 


Mike Connelly, for the last three 
years checker for the Screen Acs 
tors Guild in the east, has bees 
dropped and his duties will be 
farmed out by the day to various 
SAG members working in whatever 
pictures may be in production. 

Move is in line with the organiza- 
tion’s decision to curtail its budget 
for the eastern office. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Harford, son, 
in Detroit, June 12, Father is house 
manager of Fox theatre, Detroit. 

Mr. and Mrs, Lin Mason, daugh- 
ter, June 9, in Cincinnati. Father 
is production manager of WKRC, 
Cincy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bev Dean, daugh- 
ter, June 9, in Cincinnati. Father 
is WCKY (Cincy) promotion man- 
ager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Walker, son, 
in Los Angeles, June 14, Father is 
manager of Fox-Alcatraz theatre 
there, 

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Bryan, 
daughter, in San Antonio, June 8. 
Mother is former Trudy Woods, net- 
work singer; father is program di- 
rector at KTSA, San Antonio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Treosti, son, in 
Hollywood, June 10. Father is in 
Republic casting office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Calligan, son, 
| June 11, in Los Angeles, Mother is 
| Ann Jamison, singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. M. B. Paul, son, In 
| Hollywood, June 12. Father is in 
still camera department at Columbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sherill Cohen, twins, 
son and daughter, in Hollywood, 
June 11. Father operates the Or- 
pheum theatre, Los Angeles. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sinatra, son, 
June 8, in New York. Father is 
vocalist with Tommy Dorsey band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Lowry, son, 
June 8, in California. Father is 
member of Pied Piper’s vocal quar- 
tet with Tommy Dorsey band. 

_ Mr. and Mrs. Michael Paige, son, 
in New York, June 12. Father is 
orchestra leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam White, daughter, 
in Hollywood, June 12. Father is in 
Paramount’s production department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Granet, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, June 17. Father 
is screen writer, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ned Davenport, 
; daughter, in Hollywood, June 17. 
| Father is son of and standin for 
Harry Davenport, film actor, 






































VARIETY 


OUTDOORS 47 





Wednesday, June 19, 1910 





| War Film Escapologists 


Continued from page 3 __ 








erning body of fellow citizens whose 
duty it is to guide the destinies of 
the United States of America. We 
put them there with our’ votes; they 
have the confidence of the majority 
!of us. They know what they are 








here apparently doesn't attend films; UJ, S. Newsreels Have | doing. They know the position and 


to ‘escape’ from war jitters, accord- | 
War shots | 
even those that) 


ing to local exhibitors. 
in the newsreels, 
emphasize the horrors and contain 
the more gruesome details, actually 
are a magnet, in the trade’s opinion. 
Theatre owners say they actually re- 
ceive complaints when newsreels 
don’t contain much war footage. 
Some of the exhibitors declare 
they've been told by patrons that 
the latter visited the theatres pri- 
marily to see the newsreels with the 


footage devoted to the scenes of Eu- | 


ropean combat—that they weren't 
attracted by the features. Moreover, 
when the war shots are particularly 
gcood—showing actual battles be- 
tween naval and air forces, as re- 
cently—the newsreels provoke word- 
of-mouth which brings in additional 
customers. ‘Give us more of this,’ 
the exhibitors urge. 

At the same time, however, there’s 
2 feeling among the exhibitors that 
the public at this time doesn’t want 
war feature films, although it’s ad- 
mitted that this hasn't been conclu- 
sively proved or demonstrated yet. 
However, exhibitors point out, com- 
edies as a whole have been making 
the best boxoffice showing with them 
during these past few weeks when 
the populace has been in such a 
somber mood and when they’ve been 


iold by many of their usually regu- , 


lar customers, who have been ab- 


senting themselves, that they’re too. 


depressed by European events to at- 
tend the films. 





ee 


War News B.O. Aid 
Detroit, June 18. 
Instead of believing the public 
was saturated with war news, the 
Adams here turned around and be- 
gan a heavy play of such matters. 


Result has been an increase of busi- | 


ness during its Teleflash Hour. 

The half-hour’s program is de- 
signed to make visual what the fans 
have been reading in the newspaper. 
Instead of cutting down the news- 
reel footage, Adams is using all ,it 
can get, even repititious, from the 
four worldwide newsreel services. 





Newsreels’ Co-op 


Newsreels are following the policy 
unofficially adopted at a Hays office 
meeting about 10 days in backing up 
the national defense program. Gen- 
eral opinion among newsreelers is 
that unbiased war material from 
Europe would be 
setup as found essential. 

There may be a tapering off of 
much battle footage if exhibitors in- 
sist their patrons want no part of it. 
But the bulk of newsreel executives 
this week stated such vital news 
stories as the Allied withdrawal from 


Dunkirk and the bombing of Paris | 


would be continued in their twice- 
per-week clips. 





. War's 16 mm. Reels Don’t Sell 


Wear is not a big seller in the 
16 mm. home (silent) film market. 
Eugene W. Castle, head of the firm 
bearing his name, reveals that of 
the various specials he has edited 
and reieased since the start of hos- 
tililies in Europe, only the one on 
the Graf Spee sea battle off Uruguay, 
has been a seller comparable to the 
Hindenburg explosion, the British 
Coronation and other  peace-time 
specials. 

Castle has issued releases in the 
past on the Nazi invasion of Austria, 
another on the Poland blitzkrieg, one 
on Finland and another, ‘Bombs Over 
Europe,’ covering Denmark, Norway 
and Flanders. His material is culled 
from various sources, mostly news- 
reels. As the home market is weeks 
behind the newsreels, there is no 
conflict. Each event that constitutes 
a special has to be important his- 
torically and worthy of a reel by 
liself, 

Asked if the war footage was 
‘gruesome’ for home consumption, 
Castle said: ‘War isn’t pretty, of 
course. That's why the war special 
releases’ sale figures don’t compare 


to travel and other peace subjects. | 


There is a steady if small demand, 
however, from those who ‘collect’ 
film of historic significance just as 
others collect etchings, 
whatnot.’ Castle estimates there are 
about 5,000 private ‘collectors’ of 
news oddities. 

War footage comes through official 
sources invariably. While some pri- 
vate footage has been available in 
the past, this has not been forth- 
coming for a long time. Bootleg- 


ging in war negative would be prac- 
tically impossible; 


the strength of our nation among 


Troubles In Europe other nations. They know whether 
. we should or should not go to war, 
| American newsreel coverage of the 


, and when. If they don’t know these 
European war, which has become an jhings they have no business in of- 
;expensive headache in the last two) 


: | fice and we are empowered by our 
| months, this week developed the ad- ' own constitution to vote them out. 
ditional problem of securing printing qhat’s the advantage of living in a 
‘facilities in France, getting prints gemocracy. 

out of the country and obtaining any ‘Let’s leave propaganda and the 
stories from the Balkan countries. | running of the country to men we 
Steady march of the Nazis through | }2ve elected to handle those jobs. 
France has pushed U. S. newsreels ‘7 ot the men who make our movies 
to Bordeaux while Italy’s entrance j).ke our movies without embarrass- 
into the conflict apparently has jent to our State Department.’ 


sewed up the Mediterranean against 
Canadian Prod. 


shipments. 
Continued from page 1_ 





| Recently it has cost the five U. S. 
'newsfeels in transportation charges 
about $700 weekly for two shipments 
of 1.000 feet each. Much of the Allied 
‘footage is handed to a different 
| American newsreel each week for | 
them to supply the other four news- 
‘ reels. Otherwise, transportation 











Montreal in advance of John Sea- 
borne, who will direct two units, 
one in the east of Canada and the 
other in the west of Canada, in con- 
would cost four times that amount.’ nection with the opening of the 
, Each shipment of 1,000 feet plus duty Trans-Canada Highway, which is 
‘and clearance costs nearly $300 to|ccheduled to run from Halifax to 
|ship via the Atlantic Clipper, the vancouver when completed. Official 
way all films have come across re- opening is set for July 1. ; 

cently. In addition, each shipment| Jt is important to remember that 
of this size costs about $50 more to 4}] of these plans are entirely un- 
get over to Lisbon for Clipper ship-| connected with big companies and 
ping. are by individual independent pro- 

Biggest concern of the newsreels ducers. 

now is how they will be able to, Direct offshoot of the war is the 
cover the Italian front and the new venture of United Amusements 
Balkans, because no word has been Corp’n in this city, using one of 
received from Rome regarding the their second-run houses, the Snow- 
newsreel setup. No message has den, for first-run showing of British 
‘come through, either, from any of war pictures and getting profitable 
the Balkan groups. returns on the venture for the past 


The American reels currently are four weeks. 
hunting over southern France for a | 
laboratory since they have quit the 
company labs in Paris. They fol- 
lowed the French’ government’s: 
| Propaganda Ministry setup to Tours ing Canada as possible spot for set- 
and subsequently to Bordeaux. | ting up production quarters for fea- 

British newsreel boys currently, tures he originally planned making 
are shooting lots of material through | in England. Threatened German in- 
now to the U. S., but the plane serv- | vasion of Great Britain and present 
ice from London to Lisbon may be | difficulty in getting players and 





Korda’s Canadian 0.0. 
Montreal, June 18. 
Alexander Korda has begun scout- 


| 


Coney Island's Midway in Doldrums 
This Yr.; Needs Paint, Showmanship 





By JO RANSON 
Brooklyn, June 18. | 
Only new magnet at Coney Island 
this year is the rebuilt beach extend- 
ing from West 8th street to Steeple- 
chase Pier and the reconstructed 
boardwalk. Otherwise, with the ex- 
ception of such establishments as 
Feltmans, Steeplechase and Luna, 
which is staging a comeback under 
the aegis of Milton Sheen, former 
operator of Golden City Park in 
Canarsie, Coney’s midway is pretty 
much in the doldrums. Place is run- 
down and hungry for showmanship. 
Plenty of paint on the structures 
would help a great deal. New shows 
and new rides would be a_ blood 
transfusion. 


Coney’s Chamber of Commerce, , 
under presidency of C. J. Hilbert, Jo- 
cal public utilitite, is cooperating 
with Park Commissioner Moses and 
License Commissioner Moss in reg- 
ulating Island’s decorum. There's 
been’ a considerable falling off of 
blowoffs. Only one functioning this 
year is at Sam Wagner’s freak show 
on Surf Ave. Moss is also vigor- 
ously opposed to all ballys because 
they clutter up sidewalks with gaping 
pedestrians. Hence ballys are out, 
but the boys are still permitted the 
use of their blatant p.a. system. 
Worst microphone war is_ being 
waged on the Bowery. Moss has 
told Islanders that his deparjment is 
determined ‘to clean up Coney of the 
bad boys and educate the others, and 
when concessionaires send people 
home satisfied after a visit they build 
up greater business for the next 
year.’ Ops are beginning to see the 
light and there’s little if any short- 
changing or flim-flamming now. It 
is a nickel industry and patrons are 
getting more than their nickel’s 
worth. ; 


Nor does the World’s Fair on the | 
former Corona dumps worry Island- | 





| Sutherland 


on’s Gorge, Mile Sky Chaser, Chute 
the Chutes, etc. 
Brighton to Play Legit 

Brighton theatre is dark, but due 
to reopen shortly with legit pro- 
ductions. Yiddish theatre on Surf 
avenue continues through heat and 
sleet. Old Mardi Gras theatre. also 
on Surf, which burne: down Jast 
winter, will not reopen. It was last 
of establishments serving nickel 
‘Coney Island chicken’ ‘hot dogs to 
you) with free indie pix. Several 
ops are showing old time films. 
Three femme shows are under way 
at Luna, Stauch’s and Rosen's on 
Surf. Two wax works are oper- 
ating, Sam Gumpertz’s Eden Musee 
and Ralph Santangelo's World in 
Wax, former plugging ‘Lepke in 
Custody,’ and latter bragging of its 
reproduction of ‘Brooklyn Murder 
Syndicate’. 

Most rides get a dime. American 
Museum of Public Recreation. head- 
ed by venerable amusement device 
inventor W. F. Mangels, is display- 
ing history of Coney Island for 1c. 
admish. Shooting galleries get 10 
shots for 10c. Cyclone is down to 
I5c. Roller skating, including skates 
and wardrobe goes for 25c. Kiddie 
rides, three for a dime, and pony 
rides are now two for 15c. Pro- 
fessor J. A. Bostwick continues as 
horoscope king on Surf avenue. Six 
rides for 25c. goes on practically all 
merry-go-rounds. Girls are still 
shouting custard specials in rhyme. 
New Rollo game. Fascination snd 
Bingo prizes include coffee, sugar 
and canaries guaranteed to warble. 
Paddy Shea’s Beer Garden reopened, 
and Paddy sitting out front sunning 
himself. Mob continues to buy hot 
dogs at Nathan’s. Weekend dancing 
is at Half Moon hotel, under man- 
agement of Paul Fulton. Kenny 
continues Democratie 
boss of Island. 

Food stands are plugging Mrs. Hal- 


discontinued any day. Also there’s 
'the difficulty of getting prints out of 
France because the usual mail serv- 
ice is entirely disrupted. 





Schenck-Moskowitz 


Continued from page 3 


technicians is reputedly back of con- 
templated switch in Korda plans. 

| Although exact number of 1940-41 
productions for United Artists hasn’t 
been officially announced, it is likely 
to be between six and eight, with 
|number split equally between Hol- 
| lywood, and London or Canada. 
| Coast pictures would be filmed at 
| the Samuel Goldwyn studio. 





Schenck might make a deal with the | 


ers. They figure they’ll* get the | Per’s home made potato knishes and 
crowds, fair or no fair, as they did, YOU_Ccan buy ‘large midget salamis’ 
last year. They had a press agent | 0M Brighton Beach avenue. 

in ’39, but didn’t pick his option up. 
They've even discarded the slogan— | 


pees in suing Som te corr” Phowey Dept. of Health 
Wires Jam Hennies Carny 





Coney lit up its main thoroughfare 
with oodles of electric lights. This 
year lights will not be strung up un- | 


included in the | 


| Government prior to July 29, in an 
endeavor to settle out of court, be- 
' fore trial. 

Although permitted to leave the 


Korda’s N. Y. Corp. 
Albany, June 18. 
Alexander Korda Film Produc- 
| tions, Ltd., of England, filed papers 


less the going gets tough. Chamber 


of Commerce reports more than 
three-quarters of concessions rented 
and, when Old Sol shines, business is 
good. 


For Smallpox Vaccine 


Racine, Wis., June 18. 
Sabotage in show business hit a 
,mean low here when Health Com- 





jurisdiction, both men must be back | with the Secretary of State. Basil 
-when called. Bondy, in allowing! Blick, English counsel of Korda, is 
| them to leave, turned to Steuer and | listed as secretary, and capital stock 


| remarked smilingly, “They may leave | 
' the jurisdiction at their risk, and on | 


is listed at £200,600. Of this, 100,000 
shares have £1 par value and 400,- 


Moses’ innovations this year in- | missioner Dr. I. F. Thompson re- 
clude tearing down of a flock of old | ceived telegrams, purportedly from 
structures near Surf Ave.; razing a!the health departments of Rock Is- 
healthy chunk of Municipal bath- | land, IL, and Chicago, advising that 


stamps or, 


000 have a five-shilling par value. 
Korda returns. shortly to this 
country to produce in Hollywood. 
The distribution affairs are being 
| conducted by United Artists Corp., 
but a separate office will be utilized 
but that ‘the business interests of the for Signing of contracts and the 
defendants are such that there is ™@king of various deals. Schwartz 
great danger that they may not ap- € ~~ ye go y+ for 
' pear when called.’ Bondy split the oe dood ern a 
cesta tire capitalization of the British 


Among the charges against Schenck COMPpOn?- 
are that he defrauded the Govern- 
ment of more than $400,000 in taxes 

(for the years 1935-37 by making il- 

legal deductions from his returns, 
aided bv Moskowitz. 

The Government disallowed large 
personal expenses for entertainment, 
also disallowing claimed large losses 
in stock deals. Schenck’s know- 
ledge whether or not William Bioff, 
western representative of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees paid back $100,000 given 
him by Schenck’s nephew, Arthur 
Stebbins. the money having been 
borrowed on the executive’s en- 
dorsement, also figures importantly 
in these proceedings. 


your advice.’ 

Attorney for the Government had | 
requested bail of $2,500 each, while | 
Steuer had asked for $1,000. The 
Government spokesman stated that 
high bail was not really required, 





Revels’ Jam 


Continued from page 3 








calling for arraignment today (Wed.) 
of William (Billy) Revel. His 
brother, Harry, will not be arraigned 
until next week. 

Harry Revel] was half of the song- | 
writing team of (Mack) Gordon and 
Revel. Billy Revel is of equal promi- 
nence in this country as a dancer, | 
teamed for years with Jane Moore. | 
Combination of Moore and Revel, | 
comedy dance team. is a standard | 
act in vaudeville. niteries, etc. 

Harry Revel is charged with hav- | 
ing entered the country June 239, |! 
1936. on the S. S. Normandie, stating 
on that crossing that his name was, 
Revel and that he was an American | 
citizen. Indictment alleges that his | 
real name is Harry Glaser and that | 
he was born in England in 1903. 
Passport application had stated he} 
was born in N. Y., Dec. 21, 1905. 

The songwriter came to the U. S.! 





Fidler 
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join up again when and if my coun- 
try needs me. 

‘I am first, wholly and last, pro- 
American. I love and believe in my 
| country, and I respect as well as 
salute its flag. 

‘But I repeat my previous asser- 
tions that motion pictures should not 
preach propaganda. I do not believe 
our theatres should be the breeding 
grounds for hatred, hysteria, war. I 
' do not think it is the right, moral or 

legal. of any private group to use the 
| great publicity force (the screen) 

to rouse people of this country to a 
blind war fever. 

‘In Washington, we have a gov- 


fcur months’ visa which was ex- 
tended on several occasions but not! 
renewed after a year had elapsed, | 
it is charged. Indictment also asserts 
he paid $8.000-$10.000 in an attempt | 


certificate. ! 
dancer was born in the U. S. in | 


1901. while actually he was born in' 
Latvia in 1898, it is charged. ; 





| chute 


house and making available about 24 | 
acres of additional beachfront. White 
sand, something new for Coney, came 
from Ambrose Channel, 


Steeplechase, Luna Open 

Steeplechase Park, operated by 
three Tilyou brothers, Eddie, George 
and Frank, reopened recently with | 
several new attractions, replacing 
those swept away in five-alarm fire | 
last September. Flying Turns was. 
one of those burned down and on its 
site Tilyous are now operating mini- | 
ature train ride and ‘Silver Streak’. | 
Park continues with slogan: ‘Biggest | 
50c. worth in the world’. In other | 
words, 31 rides for four bits, and | 
place packs ’em_ in, particularly | 
weekends. During summer months 
management gets bookings from 
large industrial firms. ete. Circus is 
out this year, but Morris Levy's Fife ; 
and Drum Corps continues to dish 
out on boardwalk side. There's ball- 
room danspation to Sandy Schell’s 
combo. Tilyous hint they may bring 
in World’s Fair Parachute Jump in 
41. Influence of European war is 
seen in miniature models of para-'! 
soldiers as targets on rifle 
ranges in the park. 

Luna Park is trying desperately to 
get into the swim with Sheen at 
elm. He is reported to have signed 
long-term lease and is planning not 
so much for this year as for next, ' 
when he hopes to bring in attrac- 
tions now playing World's Fair. Last | 
year the former Collier park was: 
operated by three local men. Sheen's 
present gate policy is unsettled. | 


doned it for free admish. Combo | 
ticket is sold inside. Ballroom had/§ 
Gene Krupa for one night stand. 
Swimming pool will be used for 
A. A. U. meets henceforth. Midway 


to secure a false American birth! attractions at this writing include week before. 


Gangler Bros.’ circus, Raymond 


‘Hollywood Doubles’ on 
‘Motordrome Show’ and_ Deteros. 
free act. Rides operating are Drag- 


the Hennies Bros. carnival, due to 
open here the following day, was in- 
fested with smallpox. Health com- 
missioner and aides met the carnival 
train on arrival and, despite violent 
protests, went through it like a blitz- 
krieg, vaccinating every one of the 
400 people making up the outfit’s 
personnel. 

Manager of carnival was so insist- 
ent there was something phoney 
about it all that the health commis- 
sioner wired Rock Island and Chi- 
cago officials for confirmation of 
earlier wires, and found that no such 
telegrams had been sent, but the 
wholesale vaccinations were already 
over with. 

It is believed that wires were sent 
by opposition carnival troupes in an 
effort to cripple the Hennies show. 
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FRISCO FAIR B. 0. UP; 
AQUACADE, $47,000 


San Francisco, June 18. 

With a break in the weather, plus 
school vacation period setting in. all 
top-grade shows at the San Frane- 
cisco World’s Fair showed a healthy 
spurt last week. The major lures 
showed an increased gate and the 
others kept at an even stride. ‘Folies 
Bergere’ and Salici’s Puppets were 
the only ones that dropped, and et 
that, very slightly. 

Billy Rose’s Aquacade hit close to 





‘on a British passport in 1929 on a| Opened with 10c. gate, but aban-| $47,000 a good $3,000 advance over 


the preceding seven days. ‘Cavale 
cade of a Nation’ got $13,000 an in- 
crease of $1,000 over the previous 
week. ‘Folies Bergere’ clicked to the 
tune of $18,000 as against $19.000 
Salici’s Puppets hit 
$2,200, exclusive of book subscrip- 


William Revel’s passport, also to! Bros.’ ‘Star Follies’ with Dot Henry's; tion tickets, which was under the 
cover the 1936 crossing, claimed the| milk hath routine, Jack Linder’s $2,600 of the preceding week. ‘Stage 
Parade, 9’ got around $1,800. 


Week befure 


drew same take, not partieulariy 


good. 
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Cocoanut Grove, Ambassador Hotel, 
Los Angeles ...... avtaeka . 12 weeks 


St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco 
9 weeks 


Drake Hotel, Chicago ............17 weeks 
Eddy Duchin theatre tour..... 5 weeks 
Guy Lombaro theatre tour. ...5 weeks 
Wayne King theatre tour. ......6 weeks 
Mt. Royal Hotel, Montreal. ..32 weeks 


Sert Room, Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 


8 weeks PLUS... Repeat Engagements at 


Chicago Theatre —.......:.....3 times 
Earle Theatre, Washington... .4 times 
Fox Theatre, Detroit............3 times 
Stanley Theatre, Pittsburgh .3 times 
Earle Theatre, Philadelphia... .4 times 
Metropolitan Theatre, Boston, .2 times 


Ww 


C urrentl 'y appearing: 
Radio City Music Hall, New York City 


2weeks 


Palmer House, Chicago. ..... 12 weeks 
Rainbow Room, New York. . 10 weeks 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Boston. ..5 weeks 
Statler Hotels— 

_ Boston - Cleveland + Detroit 
Detroit A.C., Detroit 
». Strand Theatre, Loew’s State, N.Y.C. 


“Streets of Paris”—B’way Hit...1 year, 


Ww 


Opening July 24th: 
Rainbow Room, New York City 


return engagement 


Exclusive Management 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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YOU, EACH OFFICE A COMPLETE UNIT IN ITSELF 
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